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LIBRARY. 



The Committee of fte American Tempefance Society would 
suggest, that donations of Books and Pamphlets, for the purpose 
of forming a Library, for the use of the Committee in the discharge 
of their appropriate duties, will be highly acceptable. AJd med- 
ical works, — especially those on the nature and effects ofstimu- 
lants, narcotics, and all other poisons, — and all works on the 
benefits of temperance, and the best means of extending and 
perpetuating it, will essentially promote the great and benevo- 
lent object iq which the Committee are engaged. 

The Executive Comihttee of the American Temperance So- 
*ciety wish to obtain answers to the following inquiries, viz. 

1. How many churches, within the bounds of your Associa- 
tion, Presbytery, or Conference, have in them no members who 
traffic in ardent spirit ? 

2. What proportion of the whole population abstain from 
the use of it ? 

3 How many, during the past year, have been admitted to the 
churches ? 
^ 4. How many of them were from that class who had adopted 
the pikn of abstinence from the use of ardent spirit ? Clerks of 
Ecclesiastical bodies, or any other persons, who will si ve infor- 
mation on the above-mentioned topics, will oblige the Committee, 
and perform an important service to the community. 
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CONSTITUTION OP THE SOCIETY, 



Preahsle. Whereas the improper use of intoxicatiiig liquors has been 
found by experience to be the source of evils of incalculable magnitude, 
both as to the temporal -and eternal interests of individuals, fammes ana 
communities ; and whereas the prevalence of this vice has such a fatal ef 
Jsacy in hindering the success of all the common means which God has 
ippointed for the moral and religious improvement of men ; and whereas 
ike various measures which the friends of Christian morality have ad6pted, 
though not altogether unsuccessful, have been found quite insufficient to give 
afiy effectual and permanent check to this desolating evil ; and whereas 
some more vigorous means are evidently required, — some system of in* 
struction and action, which will make a steady and powerful impression on 
the present and following generations, and wUl, in this way, ultimately ef- 
fect a change of public sentiment and practice in regard to the use of 
intoxicating liquors, and thus put an end to that wide-spreading intemoer- 
ance, which has already caused such desolations in every part of our 
country, and which threatens (iMruction to the best interests of this 
growing and mighty Republic ;^- therefore the friends of domestic and 
social happiness now present, wishing to do all in their power to jHxxnote 
the welfare of their fellow men, resolve to form a Society, with tJie follow 
ing Constitution, namely : — 

Article I. The Society shall be called The Americajt Tekperajvck 
Society. 

Art. n^ The Society shall, from time to time^ elect additional mem- 
bers, as they shall jndge' expeilient ; always keeping in mind that elections 
are so to be made, as shall best accord with the desi^ of rendering this a 
national institution, and ^ving A the most extensive mfluence possible. 

Art. III. Any^ person who pays to the Treasurer of the Society five 
dollars annually, or who has paid or shall pay thirty dollars, at one time, 
shall be a member of the Society ; provided the donor shall also subscribe 
to the following : — ^^'I pledge myself to an entire abstinence from the use 
of ardent spirits, except when prescribed by a temperate physician, in case 
of sickness.*^ 

Art. IV. Any person who has paid, or who shall pay, not less than 
thirty dollars to the funds of the Society, shall become an honorary mem- 
ber thereof; and every person who has paid, or shall hereoAer pay, noi 
less than two hundred and fifty dollars, shall be an honorary Vice Frcsi- 
dent of the Society. 

Art. V. TheSociety shall meet annually, at such time and place as 
they shall appoMMbd shall choose by ballot a President, Vice President, 
Corresponding Secretary, Recording Secretary, Treasurer, Auditor, an 
Executive Committee of five members, and such other officen as shall in 
their opinion be necessary. 



Vj CONSTITUTION OF THE SOCIETT. 

Art, VI. It shall be the duty of the Society to have a general sopcF- 
intendence of all the concerns of the institution, and of the measures to 
be pursued for promoting its object 

Art. Vn. It shall be the duty of the President, or, in his absence, of 
the Vice Pr^ident, to preside at all meetings of the Society, and to call 
special meetings, at the request of the Executive Committee. 

Art. VIII. It shall be the duty of the Executive Committee, to cany 
into effect all votes and orders of Uie Society, and to take proper measures 
for obtaining the funds necessary fi)r iccomplishing its benevolent designs ; 
to appoint agents in different parts of the country, as shall be judged mort 
conducive to the great object of the Society; to draw orders on tb© 
Treasurer for the payment of all moneys, which shall be expended in tois 
work of love ; to inspect annually the state of the treasury ; and, in gen- 
eral, to perform all other duties, not inconsistent with this Constitution, 
which they shall deem necessary for promoting habit?^ of temperance to 
the greatest extent. Of their proceedings they shall make an annual re 
port to the Society. 

Art. IX. The Corresponding Secretary shall be required to devote 
himself with diligence and fidelity to the business of the Society. And in 
execution of his office, it shall be his duty, under the direction of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee, to make appropriate communications, by pamphlets, 
correspondence, and personal interviews, to ministers of the gospel, to 
physicians, and others, and to consist and co-operate with them for the pur- 
pose of guarding those under their influence against the evils of intem- 
perance ; to take pains, in all proper methods, to make a seasonable and 
salutary impression, in relation to this subject, on those who are favored 
with a public and refined education, and are^ destined in various ways to 
have a leading influence in society. ; to make it a serious object to intro- 
duce into the publications of the day, essays and addresses on the subject 
of intoxicating liquors, and to induce teachers, and those concerned in the 
support of schools, to .abor diligently to impress the minds of the young 
with the alarming and dreadful evils to which all are exposed who indulge 
themselves in the use of strong drink ; to make affectionate and earnest 
addresses to Christian churches, to parents and guardians, to children, ap- 
prentices, and servants, and all other descriptions of persons, and to set 
clearly before them the effect of spirituous liquors on health, on reputation, 
and on all the temporal and eternal interests of men, and to urge them, 
by the most' weighty arguments, drawii from the present and the future 
world, to keep themselves at a distance fi*om this insidious and destructive 
Toe ; to do whatever is practicable and expedient towards the forming of 
voluntary associations for the purpose of promoting the ends of this So- 
ciety ; and, in general, to labor, by all suitable means, and in reliance 
upon the divine blessing, to fix the eyes of persons of both sexes, and 
of all agef and conditions, on the magnitude of the evil which this Soci- 
ety aims to prevent, and on the immeasurable good which it aims to secure ; 
and to produce such a change of public sentiment, and such a renova- 
tion of the habits of individuals, and ^he customs of the community, that, in 
the end, temperance, urith aU Us cUtendarU blessings^ may universally prevaiiL 

And it is always to be kept in remembrance by the Secretary and by 
the Executive Committee, and to be adopted as a principle to regulate 
their measures, that, while they are to msdce use jMBvenngly of all fit 
and promising means for the reformation of those wEb have already, in 
different degrees, contracted habits of intemperance, — the utility of the 
institution must chiefly consist in guarding against danger those who are 
yet uneontaminatecl by this loathsome and fiital vice. 
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ANNUAL MEETING. 



The Society held its Fourth Annual Meeting at Park Street 
Vestry, Boston, May 18, 1831. 

Hon. Heman Lincoln was called to the chair, and Enoch 
Hajle, M. D., appointed clerk. The meeting was opened with 
■ prayer by Rev. William Jenks, D. D. 

The Hon. Marcus Mobton, and Rev. Leonard Woods, 
D. D., having, on account of other numerous duties, declined a 
re-election, the following persons were chosen officers for the en-* 
subg year : — 

Hoir. SAMUEL HUBBARD, President. 
S. V. a WILDER, Esq., Vice President. 
Rev. JUSTIN EDWARDS, Cor. Secretary. 
ENOCH HALE, M. D., Recording Secretary. 
Hon. GEORGE ODIORNE, Ih-easvrer. 
HENRY HILL, Esq., Auditor. 

Executiv€ Committee. 

Hon. GEORGE ODIORNE. 
JOHN TAPPAN, Esq. 
Hon. heman LINCOLN. 
Rev. JUSTIN EDWARDS. 
ENOCH HALE, M. D. 

At 7 o'clock, P. M., the Society, and its friends, met at Park 
Street Church ; the President in the chair. The services virere 
opened with pra^wrby Rev. Benjamin B. Wisner, D. D. Por- 
tions of the Report were read by the Corresponding Secretary. 



Vm ANNUAL MEETING. 

On motion of Rev. Dr. Cornelius, Secretary of the American 
Education Society, seconded by Bradford Sumner, Esq., of 
Boston, — 

Resolved, That the Report, extracts from which have now been read, 
De accepted, and printed under the direction of the Executive Committee. 

On motion of Ebenezer Alden, M. D., of Randolph, Mass., 
seconded by Rev. Dr. Fay, of Charlestown, Mass., — 

JUsolved, That the use of ardent spirit, ^ men in health, is a violation 
of the laws of life, and, as such, ought to he abandoned by the whole 
community. 

On motion of Rev. Professor Hitchcock, of Amherst College, 
seconded by Rev. Dr. Beecher, of Boston, — 

Resolved, That the traffic in ardent spirit, as an article of luxury or diet, 
is inconsistent with the Christian religion, and therefore ought to be 
abandoned throughout the Christian world. 

Addresses were made by Dr. Alden, Professor Hitchcock, 
and Dr. Beecher. 

The Society then adjourned sine die. 
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FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT. 



The Execative Committee of the American Temperance So- 
ciety, having been permitted, through the kindness of the Lord, to 
continue their labors in his service, would, as a testimony to his 
goodness, present their Fourth Report. 

In tlie evils which this Society aims to remove, the connection 
between error in principle, and immorality in practice, is strikingly 
exhibited. Less than three hundred years ago,* die error began to 
prevail in Great Britain, that ardent spirit, as an article of luxury 
or diet, or as an aid to labor, is useful. The cause of this error 
was, the deceptive feelings of those who used it. Being, in its 
nature, a mocker, it deceived them. By disturbing healthy action 
and inducing disease, it created an unnatural thirst ; the gratification 
of which, like the gratification of the desire of sinning in the man 
who sins, causes it to increase ; and the end is death. 

The consequence has been, as stated by a writer in Scodand^ 
and as illustrated by facts, " There is reason to believe, that intem- 
perance has cost that country more lives, demoralized more persons, 
broken more hearts, beggared more families, and sent more souls to 
perdition, than all other vices put together." 

This fatal error, that ardent spirit is for men in health useful, did 
not prevail generaijr among the mass of people in this country, till 
after the American Revolution, In that mighty struggle which gave 
birth to a nation, and in tha riunieidus hardships and dangers to 
which the soldiers, were exposed, they were furnished, by the 
government, with a portion of tiiis poison, under the fatal delusion* 
tiiat it would do them good. The consequence was, as, under 
similar circumstances, it ever must be, the diseased appetite which 
this poison creates, was Ibrmed by great numbers ; was carried out 
by them, at the close of the war, into the community ; and was ex- 
tended through the cofootrjr* 

At the close of the tint half centoiy of our national existence, 
this diseased appetite had become so prevalent as to demand, annu- 
ally, for its gratification, more than sixty million gallons of liquid 
fire. And while it cost the consumers more than thirty million 

* AjpfftvDix, A. 
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2 AMERICAN TEMPERANCE SOCIETY. 

^dollars, it caused more than three fourths of aU the pauperism, 
crimes, an4 wretchedness of the community. It also greatly in- 
creased the number, frequency, and violence of diseases ; and, 
according to the testimony of the most intelligent and judicious 
physicians, occasioned annually the loss of more than thirty thousand 
lives. The loss of property, occasioned by tlie consumption of 
ardent spirit, amounted, in forty years, to a greater sum than tlie 
value of all the houses and lands in the United States, forty years 
ago. The use of it caused a destruction — and, there is reason to 
fear, for bodi worlds — of more than half a million of men. 

Though no exact account had been taken in this Country, it was 
known that it had destroyed the reason of a great portion of aU the 
maniacs in the land ; and had lessened the reason, as well as weak- 
ened tlie bodies, blunted the moral susceptibilities, and hardened 
the hearts of ali who had freely used it. 

Of seven hundred and eighty-one maniacs in two hospitals in 
Great Britain, three hundred and ninety-two were made such by 
intemperance.* And had the inquiry been as carefully made in this 
country, the result might have been substantiaUy the same. The 
free use of this stimulant had, in many cases, caused a predisposition 
to insanity, not only in those who used it, but in their children, 
and children's children. A tendency to this disease, and many 
others occa^sioned by strong drink, had become hereditary, and 
was transmitted from generation to generation. A diminution of 
size and stature, a decrease of bodily and mental strength, a feeble- 
ness of vision, and a premature old age, told of a disease that had 
seized on the vitals, and was consuming the energies of life. The 
use of this liquid was causing a general deterioration of body and 
mind, and was threatening to roll its curses, in broader and deeper 
streams, over all future generations. 

Yet, notwithstanding this, such was the nature of this poison, 
and such its power to deceive those who used it, that the opinion 
was almost universal, that the use of it was salutary, and to laboring 
men needful. 

Trotter, who had as good an opportunity and was as well able 
to judge as any man, had indeed said, " That of all the evils of 
human life, no cause of disease had so wide a range, or so large a 
share, as the use of spirituous liquors ;. and that more than half of all 
the sudden deaths were occasioned by them ;" — and Aitman had 
declared, . '^ That art never made so fatal a present to mankind 
as the invention of distilling them." 

Willan had said, " That tlie use of these liquors, in large cities, 
produced more diseases than confined air, unwholesome exhala- 
tions, and the comWned influence of all other evils ;" — and Paris, 

* Appxhdix, B. 
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^'That the art of distillation must be regarded as the greatest 
curse ever inflicted on human nature ; and that ardent spirits produce 
more than half of all chronical diseases." 

Darwin had testified, " That when chronical diseases arise from 
the use of ardent spirit, they are liable to become hereditary, even 
to the third generation ; and if the cause is continued, to increase 
till the family becomes extinct." 

Frank had declared, '' That the use of these liquors ought to be 
entirely dispensed with, on account of their tendency, even when 
taken in small doses, to induce disease, premature old age and 
death ;" — an^Cheyne had stigmatized them, as being " most like* 
opium in thdr nature and operation, and most like arsenic in their 
deleterious and poisonous effects." 

Mosely had said, from his own observation, having resided in the 
West Indies, "That persons who. drink nothing but cold water, or 
make it their principal drink, are but litde affected by tropical cli- 
mates ; that they undergo the greatest fatigue without inconvenience, 
and are not so subject as others to dangerous diseases ;" — and Bell, 
" That rum, when used even moderately, always diminishes the 
strength, renders men more susceptible of disease, and unfits them 
for any service in which vigor and activity are required ; and that 
we might as well throw oil into a house, the roof of which was on 
fire, in order to prevent the flames from extending to the inside, as 
to pour ardent spirits' into the stomach, to lessen the e^ect of a 
hot sun upon the skin." 

Munro had declared, "That a man had no more need of ardent 
spirit than a cow, or a horse ;" — and Kirk, " That fifteen out of 
twenty cases of liver complaint were occasioned by the use of it ; 
and diat men who had always been considered temperate had, 
by using it, shortened life more than twenty years." He had also 
giv6h it as his opinion, that the regular and respectable use of this 
poison kills more men tlian drunkenness itself. Barkhausen had 
testified, ^ That he had known persons affected e^fen with delirium 
tremens, who had*||^ver been intoxicated in their whole lives." 

Rush had mainteuned, " That men in aU kinds of business would 
be better without the use of spirituous liquors ; and that there are 
but one or two cases in which they can be used without essential 
injury ;" — and Chapman, " That the evils of using them tore so 
great, that the emptyitig of Pandora's box was but the type of what 
has been expeoenced by the diffiision of these liquors amopg the 
human species !" 

^ Others had given a siiililar testimony, and denoui\ced the use of 
them altogether, exc^t iir case of necessity. But, with many 
who professed to a4ojpt.this rute, the difficult was, tlie necesdty, 
in their estimation, came every day. The consequence was, if 
they and their children did. not b^me dhmkards, they raised no 
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barrier to tliat tide of drunkenness which was sweeping through the 
land. 

Judge Hale, after twenty years' observation and experience, had 
declared, "That if all tlie murders, and manslaughters, and 
burglaries, and robberies, and riots, and tumults, the adulteries, forni- 
cations, rapes, and other great enormities, which had been commit- 
ted within that time, were divided into five parts, four of them 
would be found to have been the result of intemperance." 

The Sheriff of London and Middlesex had said, " That the evil 
which lies at the root of all other evils, is that, especially, of drink- 
ing ardent spirit ; that he had long been in tlie habit of hearing 
criminals refer all then* misery to this, so that he had ceased to ask 
the cause of dieir ruin, so universally was it effected by spirituous 
liquors." And Mr. Poinder, in an examination before the Commit- 
tee of the House of Commons, had testified, " That from facts, that 
had fallen under liis own observation, he was persuaded that, in all 
trials for murder, with very few, if any exceptions, it would ap- 
pear, on investigation, that the criminal had, in the first instance, de- 
livered up his mind to the brutalizing effects of spirituous liquors.' 
And similar was the testimony from others. 

John Wesley had declared, and published to the world, " That 
the men who traffic in ardent spirit, and sell to all who will buy, are 
poisoners general; that they murder his majesty's subjects by 
wholesale ; neither does their eye pity or spare. And what," said 
he, " is their gain ? Is it not the blood of these men ? Who would 
envy their large estates, and sumptuous palaces ? A curse is in the 
midst of them. The curse of God is on their gardens, their waHfe, 
their groves ; a fire that bums to the netiiennost hell. Blood, 
blood, is there ; the foundation, the floor, the walls, the roof, are 
stained with blood. And canst thou hope, O man of blood, though 
thou art clothed in scarlet, and fine linen, and farest sumptuously 
every day, canst thou hope to deliver down the fields of blood to the 
thii*d generation ? Not so — ^there is a God in heaven ; therefore thy 
name shall be rooted out. Like as those ^whom thou hast destroyed, 
both body and soul, thy memorial shall perish with thee." 

The Friends had prohibited their members from engaging in the 
traffic in ardent spirit, and discountenanced the use of it as an 
immorality. 

Yet such was the power of ardent spirit to blind the understand- 
ing, sear the conscience, and harden the heart, that, notwithstanding 
these, and other similar testimonies fi*om physicians, jurists and 
divines, many were engaged in the traffic ; some who professed to 
be Christians, who had covenanted to do good, and good only, as 
they had opportunity, to all, were making, and, for the sake of gain, 
were fumishuig to adl who would purchase, that which tended to ruin 
them, and then: children after them, for both worlds. And so de- 
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ceived were the community, that it was generally thought to be 
proper. It was licensed by the government, arid sanctioned bv 
Christian churches. Some who were officers in these churches, 
and who profess to be ministers of the gospel, were actively en- 
gaged in lumishing that which tended, with its whole influence, to 
prevent the progress of tlie gospel, and to perpetuate spiritual death 
to all future generations. 

But a great change has been commenced ; and one which, in 
the rapidity and extent of its progress, has no paraUel in the history 
of man. Already is it spoken of, by the wise and the good in this 
and other countries, as one of the wonders of the world. 

" The great discovery," says a European writer, " has at length 
come forth like the light of a new day, that the temperate members 
of society are the chief agents in promoting and perpetuating 
drunkenness. On whose mind this great truth first rose, is not 
known. Whoever he was, whether humble or great, peace to his 
memory. He has done more for the world than he who enriched 
it with the knowledge of a new continent ; and posterity, to the re- 
motest generation, shall walk in the light which he has thrown 
around diem. Had it not been for him, Americans and Europeans 
might have oontmued to countenance the moderate ordinary use of 
a substance, whose most moderate ordinary use is temptation and 
danger ; and, amidst a flood of prejudice and temptation, urged on- 
ward by themselves, they would have ma,de rules against drunken- 
ness, like ropes of sand, to be burst and buried by the coming wave. 
Temperance Societies," he says, " have not only made America trulj^ 
the new world, but in a Jew months they have produced an un- 
paralleled change in many districts of the United Kingdom." 

And says another writer, " Temperance Societies have arisen on 
our darkness like the cheering star of hope. They now flash across 
our Eastern hemisphere with the bright and beauteous xadiance of 
the bow of promise." 

And says another writer, " It woyld be an act of ingratitude 
towards our American friends, were we in any degree to throw into 
the shade the obligations under which we lie to them for having 
originated this noble cause. If the names of Washingtpn and 
others are deservedly dear to them for their struggles in the cause 
of freedom, there are other names which wiU descend to the 
latest posterity, as the deliverers of their country from a thraldom 
more dreadful by far than that of any foreign yoke."' 

" The Ajmerican Temperance Society," says a writer of our own 
country, " has accomplished more good than any other ever formed, 
in the same space of time. The precipice over which we were ' 
falling has been described, the alarm has bepn sounded, and we 
are not lost. Heaven has decreed that we shall not be lost. God 
has said to America, as he did of old to ancient Sodom, ^ I will save 
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you, if ten righteous, sober men can be found.' They have been 
found, and we are redeemed." 

And says another, " The greatest improvement of modem times 
consists in the discovery that alcohol, as a beverage, is poison ifor 
the mind, as well as the body ; and the greatest invention of our 
day is, that of constructing those moral machines, called Tempe- 
rance Societies. They as far exceed steam-engines, railways, 
cotton-spinning machines, &;c. as the mmd is superior to matter ; 
and the bodies and souls of mankmd, are of more consequence than 
money, and merchandise. We hope, therefore, that the time will 
soon arrive, when all the inhabitants of the United States will com- 
pose a Temperance Society ; of which every man, woman and 
child, who has arrived at years of discretion, will be a member." 

Multitudes now believe, that they cannot continue even to use 
ardent spirit, without the commission of known and aggravated sin ; 
or furnish it for others, widiout being accessory to the rum, temporal 
and eternal, of their fellow men. Hundreds of ministers of the gos- 

Eel, thousands and tens of thousands of professed Christians, and 
undreds of thousands of distinguished and philanthropic men, have 
become convinced, that the traffic in ardent spirit, as an article o( 
luxury or diet, is inconsistent with the Christian religion, and ought 
to be abandoned throughout the world. 

When great cha«ges take place in the natural or moral world, 
many are anxious to know the cause ; and the means by which 
those changes were effected. This is now the case with regard to 
the Temperance Reformation. Numerous inquiries have been 
made, during the past year, in this and other countries, with regard 
to the origin of the American Temperance Society ; and the rea- 
sons which led its friends to adopt abstinence from the use of ardent 
spirit^ as the first grand principle of their operations. 

These inquiries the Committee are disposed to answer; both as 
a testimony to the divine goodness, and an encouragement to aU 
who are disposed, in dependence on divine aid, Mid in the use of 
suitable means, to attempt to do all for the benefit of man which 
needs to be done. 

About seventeen years ago, a communication was made by a 
member of this Committee, oH the evils of using intoxicating liquors 
at funerals ; and reasons were presented, why this practice, which had 
become common in some parts of the country, should be done 
away. One reason was, the tendency of this practice to prevent 
the benefit that might otherwise be derived from providences, and 
the religious exercises of funeral occasions. The effect showed 
that such labors are not in vain in the Lord. The practice de- 
clined, and was soon, in a great measure, done away. 

Not long after, he made another communication on the evils of 
furnishing ardent spirit as an article of entertainment, especially to 
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ministers of the gospel ; a practice which was also common, and was 
thought by many to be a suitable expression of respect and kind- 
ness toward the ministerial office. The effect of this also was 
strongly marked ; and some persons from that time adopted the 
plan of not using ardent spirit on any occasion. The benefits of 
abstinence were striking; facts were collected, and arrangements 
made for a more extended exhibition of this subiect. Men were 
found who had been led by then* own reflections, m ^ew of the evil 
which it occasions, to renounce the use of this poison ; and others 
who had never used it. Yet, as a body^ they enjoyed better health 
than those who continued to use it, were more imiform and consist- 
ent ui their deportment, and more ready for every good word and 
work. 

In 1822, a teamster, partiaDy intoxicated, by using what some 
persons, for less, probably, than twenty-five cents, had given him, fell 
tinder the \yheels of his wagon, and was crushed to death. Anoth- 
er man, tending a coal-pit, became partially intoxicated, fell asleep 
on some straw, and was burnt to death. These events occasioned 
the delivery of two discourses, viz* one on the wretchedness of in- 
temperate men, and another on the duty of preventing sober men 
from becoming intemperate ; that, when the present race of drunk- 
ards should be removed, the whole land might be free. The means 
of doing thii^, the sure means, and the only means, were shown to 
be, abstinmce from the use of intoxicating liquors. This was 
shown, by facts, to be both practicable and expedient, and w^ urged 
as the indispensable duty of all men ; a duty which they owed 
to God, to themselves, their children, their country, and the 
world. 

This doctrine appeared to many to be strange ; excited great at- 
tention, occasioned much conversation, and, through the blessing of 
the Lord, produced gre^ results. It was again and agpn enforced. 
A conviction of the duty of abstinence was fastened on many con- 
sciences 5 and it became evident from facts, that this doctrine is 
adapted to ccmimend kself to every man's conscience in the sight 
ofGod. 

A man, for instance, distinguished for sobriety and influence, said, 
" When I first heard die doctrine of abstinence, I did not believe it. 
I was sorry to hear it. I thought it was gomg so much too far, that 
it would only do hurt. I was opposed to intemperance as much as any 
one, but I thought that the temperate use of ardent spirit was, for 
men who labor, in hot weather, necessary. I did not believe that 
men could work without. My father used it : though I recollect, 
when I was about fourteen years old, two gallons would carry him 
and his workmen through aU the business of the season ; and when 
I left him at twenty-one, it took twelve or fifteen gallons to do the 
same work. However, I began in the same way, and continued. 
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till I heard that sermon. And I then thought, that the man who 
could say,* that all men, in all kinds of business, would be better with- 
out the use of ardent spirit, did not understand the subject. How- 
ever, I thought of it as I went home — ^I thought of it the next day — 
it kept in my mind ; and, seeing its awful effects among the poor, I 
said to myself, If, it is true that men can live without, and would be 
better without, it would be a great improvement, and would save 
property, character, Ufe and soul, to a great amount. So I resolved 
to know whether it is true or not. I resolved, that I would not 
use any myself for three months. I said nothing, however, to others, 
lest they should think I was becoming wild ; but before the close of 
three months, I began to suspect that it is true. I certainly felt better 
than before ; and I resolved to try it three months more. At the 
end of six months, I was as perfectly satisfied as I ever was of any 
thing, that the idea which I had, and which most men have, that 
the use of spirit does good, is a delusion. O," said he, " it is one of 
the greatest delusions under which sober men ever were. ' I after- 
wards mentioned it to my workmen, and we agreed that we would 
not use any for a year. And now, for almost two years, we have 
not used a. drop ; and we are all persuaded, that we are vastly bet- 
ter without it. 

Others tried it, and came to the same result. All who made the 
experiment were satisfied that men in all kinds of business are bet- 
ter without it. 

And the question arose. Who knows, shoilld the subject be pre- 
sented kindly and plainly throughout the United States — ^be illus- 
trated by facts, and pressed on the conscience — 'but that it may, 
through the divine blessing, change the habits of the nation ? Who 
knows, but that our children, and children's children, may be raised 
up firee from this abomination, to be instrumental in perpetuating 
the blessings of firee institutions — to be themselves made firee by 
the Son of God — and to spread the light and glory of that fireedom 
round the globe ? 

In 1825, the present Corresponding Secretary wrote the Tract 
No. 176 of the American Tract Society's series, entitled "The 
WELL-CONDUCTED Farm," exhibiting the result of an experiment 
made by an original member of this Committee, upon an extensive 
far^iing establishment, in the county of Worcester, Mass. This 
tract was the same year printed, and circulated extensively through 
the country. 

The following are some of the advantages of abstinence, which 
w^ere shown to have resulted to the workmen, viz. They had a 
better appetite for food, and were more nourished by it, than be- 
fore. They had greater vigor of body and mind ; they performed 
more labor, with greater ease, and were free from many of the 
diseases to which they were before accustomed. They accumu- 
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Jated more property, were more happy, and were more useful to 
themselves and others. 

The followmg were sortie of the advantages of abstinence which 
were shown to have resulted to their employer : — ^The men did 
more work, and in a better manner. It was easier to have a place 
for every thing, and to have every thing in its place. The walls 
and fences were kept in good repair without direction from the 
owner. The cattle did not, as before, break in and destroy the 
crops. The'tarm was more productive, and the fruits were gath- 
ered in better season. The tools were kept in better order ; the 
bams exhibited greater neatness ; the cattle and horses were more 
kind — ^and showed, in various ways, the benefits of abstinence from 
strong drink. The men were more respectful and unifomi in their 
deportment ; were more contented \^nth their living ; more desirous 
of being present at morning and evening family devotion ; were more 
attentive at publid worship on the Sabbath, and were more interest- 
ed m the welfare of aH around them. 

It was then shown that', should all the. people of the United 
States adopt the plan of abstinence from the use of ardent spirits, 
the following would be some of the beneficial results, viz. 

They would enjoy better health, be able to accomplish more 
Dusiness, and live to a greater age. None of them would ever be- 
come intemperate ; and as soon as the present drunkards should be 
dead, intemperance would be done away. They would save a vast 
aitiount of property ; remove one of the principal causes of pauper- 
isrri and crime, disease, insanity and death; one of the greatest 
dangers to our firee institution^, ^nd one of the mightiest obstructions 
to die efficacy of the gospel, and all the me^ms of grace ; and 
would greatly increase the prospect of their happiness and use- 
fulness, and that of their Children, for both worlds.* 

The same year, the following sentiments were delivered by John 
Ware, M. D., before the Massachusetts Society for the Suppression 
of Intemperalice.1- . * 

" It is an impression almost universal among the laboring classes, 
that ardent spirits, if not absolutely necess^, are, at least, of great 
use and impoilance, as a support during labor ; and that, moderately 
used, they are a salutary, or, at least, an innocent stimulus. But no 
impression can he more unfounded, nO' opinion more fatally false, 
than that which attributes to spirituous liquors any power of promot- 
ing bodily strength, or supporting the system under labor or fatigue.. 
Experience has in all quarters most abundantly proved the contrary. - 
None labor so constandy, so cheerfully and with so littie exhaus- 
tion, as those who entirely abstain ; none endure so well hardships 
and exposure, the inclemency of weather, and the vicissitude of 



season." 
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Similar testimonies began to multiply. The evils of using, and 
the benefits of abstaining from ardent spirit, became more and more 
conspicuous ; and also the necessity, as well as the encouragement, 
to make more systematic, general and persevering efforts on the 
subject. Individuals not only abstamed, but, in some cases, agreed 
together, that they would not use or furnish to others that destruc- 
tive poison. But there was no system, no plan of operation, to 
cause such a union to become universal ; and it was evident that, 
unless something more universal, efficacious and persevering should 
be done, our country would be ruined ; the gospel would never have 
its legitimate influence over the human mind, and the reign of dark 
ness and sin would be perpetuated to the end of time. Past effi)rts, 
though |hey had on some spots, and in some cases, done good, 
had not struck at the root of the evil. Their object was, to regu- 
late the use of ardent spirits, not to abolish it. Those who ma^e 
them admitted, and most of them practised, the fundamental error, 
that men in health might, without injury, and, of course, without 
sin, use the poison, if they did not use too inuch. This was the 
case with members of Societies for the Suppression of Intem- 
perance. Thus, while they only retarded the growth, or clipped off 
a few of the top twigs of this poisonous tree, the roots were con- 
stantly nourished, and daily struck deeper and deeper. While the 
friends of temperance were reforming one old drunkard, their own 
habits, if followed, would make a hundred new ones. They were, 
indeed, sounding the alarm, but were' treading in the footsteps of 
the lost ; denouncing intemperance, and encouraging the use of 
strong drink; bewailing the effect, and perpetuating the cause; 
warning men not to be drunken, and urging them to drink. Many 
were enraged, almost to madness, at diose who represented the 
use of ardent spirit to be a sin ; and, though they had followed a 
promising son to the drunkard's grave, and were expecting soon to 
follow another, and another; they would denounce as enthusiasts, and 
treat as enemies, those who urged them not to drink. 

The husband, who had lost his wife by intemperance, would, for 
the sake of money, furnish that which killed her to all who would 
purchase, and even give it, as a token of kindness, to his nearest 
fiiends. The wife, who had seen her husband die by this poison, 
would use it herself, and give it daily to her only son. 

And it was perfectly evident that, unless a new movement could 
be started, on a new plan, and one which should be commensurate, 
in place and time, with the evil,— one which should strike it at the 
root, and exterminate it, — drunkenness could never be done away. 
The people would never become " all righteous," nor the day of 
millennial glory ever break on the world. 

A meeting of a few individuals was therefore called, to consider 
the following question, viz. 
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" What shall be done to banish intemperance from the United 
States T' ^ 

" After prayer for divine guidance, and consultation on the sub- 
ject, the result was, a determination to attempt the formation of an 
American Temperance Society, whose grand principle should 
be, abstinence from strong drink; and its object, by light and love, 
to change the habits ol the nation, with regard to the use of 
intoxicating liquors. Some of the reasons of this determination 



were. 



" 1. Ardent spirit, which is one of the principal means of drunk- 
enness, is not peedfid, and the use of it is, to men in health, always 
injurious. 

" 2. It is adapted to form intemperate appetites ; and wiiile it is 
continued, the evils of intemperance can never be done away. 

" 3. The use of this liquor is causing a general deterioration of 
body and mind ; which, if the cause is continued, will continue to 
increase.- « 

" 4. To remove the evils, we must remove the cause ; and to 
remove the cause, efforts must be commensurate with the evil, and 
be continued till it is eradicated. 

" 5. We never know what we can do by wise, united, and perse- 
vering efforts, in a good cause, till we try. 

" 6. If we do not try to remove the evils of intemperance, we 
cannot free purselves from the guilt of its effects." 

A correspondence was therefore opened, and a meeting of men, 
of various Christian denominations, holden in Boston, January 10, 
1826. 

Hon. George Odiome was c^led to the chair, and Rev. William 
Jenks, D. D., chosen clerk. 

The meeting was opened with prayer by the Rev. Timothy 
Merritt^ of the Methodist Episcopal church ; and after consulta- 
tion, the following resolutions :were introduced by Jere^miah Evarts, 
Esq., Corresponding Secretary of the American Board of Commis- 
sioners for Foreign Missions, and adopted, viz. 

^^1, Resolved, That it is expedient tiiat more systematic and 
more vigorous efforts be made by the Christian public to restrain and 
prevent the intemperate use of intoxicating liquors. 

" 2. That an individual of acknowledged talents, piety, industiy 
and sound judgment, should be selected and employed as a perma- 
nent agent, to spend his time, and use his best exertions for the 
suppression and prevention of the intemperate use of intoxicating 
liquors." 

A committee was then appointed to prepare a constitution, and 
the meeting was adjourned to February 13th, 1826. 

At the adjourned meeting, a Constitution was presented and 
adopted, and the following persons were chosen by the members of 
the meeting, at the commencement, to compose the Society, viz. 
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Rer. Leonard Woods, D. D. ; Rev. William Jenks, D. D. ; 'Rev. 
Justin Edwards ; Rev. Warren Fay ; Rev. Benjaipin B. Wisner ; 
Rev. Francis Wayland ; Rev. Timothy Merritt ; fion. Marcus Mor- 
ton ; Hon. Samuel Hubbard ; Hon. William Reed ; Hon. George 
Odiome ; John Tappan, Esq. ; William Ropes, Esq. ; James P. 
Chaplin, M. D. ; S. V. S. Wilder, Esq. ; and Enoch Hale, M. D. 

The Hon. Heman Lincoln, of the Baptist church, then c^red 
the foUowing resolution, which was unanimously adopted, viz. 

" Resolved, That the gentlemen composing this meetine pledge 
themselves to the American Society for the Promotion of Temper- 
ance, that they will use all their exertions in carrying into effect 
the benevolent plans of the Society." 

The Society then held its first meeting, and chose the foUowing 
officers, viz. 

Hon. Marcus Morton, President ; Hon. Samuel Hubbard, Vice- 
President 5 William Ropes, Esq., Treasurer ; John Tappan, Esq., 
Auditor. 

Executive Committee — ^Rev. Leonard Woods, D. D. ; Rev. Jus- 
tin Bdwards ; John Tappan, Esq. ; Hon. George Odiome, and S. V. 
S. Wilder, Esq. 

On the 12th of Mardi succeeding, the Society met, and chose 
eighty-four men, from the Northern, and Middle States, as addi- 
tional members of the Society. 

'The Executive Committee then presented, through the press, the 
following address to the public : — 

"In view of the transactions above mentioned, and in accordance 
with the Constitution of The American Society for the Promo- 
tion OF Temperance, the Executive Committee solicit the atten- 
ticai of the Christian community to a few remai'ks relative to the 
important subject here presented before them. 

" The evils resulting from an improper use of intoxicating liquors 
have become so extensive and desolating, as to call for the im- 
mediate, vigorous and persevering efforts of every philanthropist, 
patriot, and Christian. The number of lives fumually destroyed by 
this vice, in our own country, is thought to be more than thirty 
thousand; and the number ©f persons who are diseased, distressed 
and impoverished by it, to be more than two hundred thousand. 
Many of them are not only useless, but a burden and a nuisance to 
society. 

" These liquorsj it is calculated, cost the inhabitants of this country 
annuaUy more than forty millions of dollars ; and the pauperism 
occasioned by the improper use of them, (taking the common- 
wealth of Massachusetts as an example,) costs them upwards of 
twelve millions; making an annual expense of mpre than fifty 
miUions of dollars. 

" Out of ten hundred and sixty-one cases of criminal prosecutions . 
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in the year 1820, before the Court of Sessions in the city of New 
York, more than eight hundred are stated to have been connected 
.with intemperance. And so it is in all our principal cities. More 
than three quarters of the crimes committed in the country arc 
probably occasioned by this hateful vice. And if we add to 
these, the loss of time which it occasions, the loss of business, 
the loss of improvement, the loss of character, and the loss of 
happiness for time and for eternity, the evil swells to an over- 
whelming magnitude. The guilt and wretchedness resulting from 
it surj^ass all finite conception. Scarcely any thing has a more 
powerful and fatal efficacy to weaken, pollute, and debase the 
human nrind. It palsies every effort for improvement, hinders the 
success of the gospel, and prevents the progress of the kingdom of 
Christ. It destroys, by hundreds and thousands, both the bodies 
and souls of men ; cutting them off from the possibility of enjoy- 
ment, and plunging them into endless darkness and wo. 

" No sooner is a person brought under the power of intoxicating 
liquors, than he seems to be proof against the influence of all the 
means of reformation. If, at any time, the truth gains access to his 
mind, and impresses his heart, by a few draughts of this fatal 
poison, the impression is almost sure to be efl[aced. Hence the 
notorious and alarming fact, that a person addicted to this vice is 
seldom renewed in the temper of his mind, or even reformed as to 
his outward character. If a single instance of the kind occurs, it 
is so uncommon, that it- quickly becomes the subject of remark 
through a neighborhood, and often over a large extent of country, 
and for years is mentioned as an extraordinary event. Most 
persons given to intemperance, proceed from one degi-ee of 
wickedness to another, till, having been often reproved, and 
hardened their necks, they bring sudden and remediless destruction 
upon themselves. And they destroy not only themselves, but a 
multitude of others. The intemperance of a father has extended 
tX) three, four, five, and even to seven of his children. The in- 
temperance of a family has extended its contagion through a 
neighborhood, and its baleful effects have been felt by numerous 
individuals and families. Many persons, in all classes of society, 
have been destroyed by this vice; and 'no one is free 'fix)m dan- 
ger. A father has no security that his children will not die 
drunkards; and no security that the evil will not be extended, 
through them, to future generations. And with the continuance 
of the present feelmgs and habits of the community, there is no 
prospect that the evil will be lessened, and no possibility that it \^^ll 
be done away. All persons, especially the young, must continue 
to be exposed. Dangers meet them in the street ; overtake diem 
in business ; follow them to their dwellings ; attend them in the 
private interview, and in the social circle, and assail them wherever 
2 
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they go; and without a change in the sentiments and practices . 
of the community, the evil must continue to increase, till the 
animating prospects of this great and mighty republic are darkenedj^ 
its precious institutions ruined, and thousands and millions of its 
population borne on a current of liquid fire to a world of wo. 

" The American Society for the Promotion of Temper- 
ance have, therefore, after deliberate and devout attention to the 
subject, resolved, in the strength of the Lord, and with a view to 
the account which they must render to him for the influence tliey 
exert in the world, to make a vigorous, united, and persevering 
effort to produce a change of public sentiment and practice with 
regard to the use of intoxicating liquors. 

" For this purpose, they deem it of primary importance that they 
should obtain an adequate fund for the support of a man of suitable 
qualifications, in the oflice of Secretaiy, who shall devote himself to 
the service of the Society, and, in the various ways pointed out in 
the Constitution, labor to promote its object. 

" In attempting to procure this fund, the Committee cheerfully 
make tlieir appeal to men of known and expansive benevolence, 
who are blessed with property, and are firiends to Him, who was 
rich, yet, for our sakes, became poor, that we, through his poverty, 
might be rich, — and request them, fit)m love to Him and to their 
fellow men, to take into serious consideration the magnitude of the 
evil which this Society aims to prevent, and the immeasurable good 
whi6h it aims to secure, and to fiimish the necessary means. If a 
man of the right character may be wholly and permanentiy devoted 
to this object, with the aid which he may receive fi'om good men, 
throughout the country, the Committee are confident that, with the 
divine blessing, a system of general and powerful cooperation may 
be formed, and that a change may in a short time be effected, 
which will save an incalculable amount of property, and vast multi- 
tudes of valuable lives — a change which will be connected vdth the 
highest prosperity of our country, and with the eternal salvation 
of millions of our fellow men. 

" And may God Almighty crown with glorious success this and 
every other effi)rt to do good, so that Christian morality, and piety, 
and happmess, may universally prevail. 

L. WOODS, ^ 

J* TAPPAN ' > ^^^^^^^^ 

G.ODIORNfe, (CommitteeJ' 

S. V. S. WILDER, J 
"Boston, JfarcA, 1826/' 

On the 1 6th of January , Rev. Calvin Chapin, D. D., ofWethersfield, 
Conn., commenced the publication of a series of thirty-three num- 
bers, in the Connecticut Observer, entitled " The Infallible An- 
tidote." His motto was, " Entire abstinence from ardent spirits u 
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the only certain preventive of intemperance,^^ This was strildngly 
illustrated in the various numbers, and strongly lurged upon all as 
nn indispensable duty. He had himself, as had a number of 
others, practised it for many years, and urged it as the duty of all 
men. 

In April, 1826, the National Philanthropist, a weekly paper, de 
voted to the cause pf temperance, was established, in Boston, bv 
the Rev. William Collier. Its motto was, " Temperate drinking u 
the downhill road to^ intemperance.^^ This paper has been con- 
tinued, and, with some modifications, is now published by Messrs. 
Goodell and Crandall, in New York. It is an able and efficient pa- 
per, and, under its successive editors, has been a valuable auxiliary 
to the cause. 

In September of the same year, an association of more than fifty 
heads of families, and more than one hundred and fifty young men, 
was foimed in Andover, Mass., on the plan of abstinence, with the 
following constitution, viz. 

" Believing that the use of intoxicating liquors is, for persons in 
health, not only unnecessary, but hurtfiil ; that it is the cause of 
forming intemperate appetites and habits ; and that, while it is con- 
tinued, the evils of intemperance can never be prevented, — 

" Therefore, we, the subscribers, for the purpose of promoting our 
own welfare, and that of the community, agree that we will abstain 
fix)m the use of distilled spirits, except as a medicine in case of bod- 
ily infirmity; that we wfll not allow the use of them in our fami- 
lies, nor provide them for tl^e entertainment of our fiieods, or for 
persons in our employment ; and that, in all 3uitable ways, we will 
discountenance the use of them in the community. 

AndovePi Mass,, Sept.y 1826." 

In January, 1 827, the present Corresponding Secretary visited Bos- 
ton, and commenced an effi)rt to obtain means for the support of a per- 
manent agent. At the first meeting, although the evening was ex- 
ceedingly stormy, the amount subscribed was more than $3500. 
At the second meeting, the amount subscribed was more than 
$1200 ; and at the third meeting, more than $700. In Salem, 
Newburyport, Andover, and Noithatnpton, were obtained upwards v. 
of $2000 more. 

As the pastoral duties of the Secretary did not permit of fab con- 
tinuing his agency, the Committee appointed the Rev. Nathaniel 
Hewit, of Fairfield, Conn., who was known to have preached and 
acted successfully on this subject, who spent twenty weeks in the 
service. of the Society. He visited various places in Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, and Pennsylvania ; preach- 
ed on the subject, addressed public bodies, and in various ways 
promoted successfiilly the great and good cause. 
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In Septeoaber of the same year, the present Secretary was agaui 
appointed to ah agency of tliree months, and visited vanous places 
in JVIain^ New Hampshire, Massachusetts, and Connecticut. 

The ju*ospect continued to brighten, and the evidence to increase 
that the work was of God. Numbers were found who had been led, 
, within a few years, from their own reflections, without concert, in 
view of what they saw, to the conclusion, that they could not con- 
tinue to use ardent spirit, or to furnish it for the use of others, with- 
out the commission of sin. These were evidences which God had 
prepared, when the duty of abstinence was preached, to rise up 
and say, " We have felt it ;" and when the utility of abstinence 
was exhibited, to say, " It is true 5 we have tried it, and found it 
so." This was said by men in various kinds of business, and in 
all conditions qf life, and it gave a powerful impulse to the cause. 
"I wish," said an old man, as he rose at the close of a temperance 
meeting, " to say to the people, before they go away, that all which 
■ they have heard with regard to the utility of abstinence from ardent 
spirit is true. I know it is true. I have tried it. More than a 
hundred tons of hay I have gathered this summer off my own farm, 
and not a man in my employment has used a drop. I never got 
through the business of a season before without having some of my 
men sick. In the hot days of haying and harvesting, one was taken 
off a day, another a week, and so on. But this summer, not a man 
has lost a meal of victuals during the season. They have not 
broken the tools, as they used to ; they have not quarrelled among 
themselves, as they used to : and I finished the business of the sea- 
son much sooner than my neighbors Who k^t on in the old way, 
and much better than ever before. Oh ! it is a great improvement." 

In the course of the year, were published Kittre(%e's First Address, 
Dr. Mussey's Address before the Medical Convention of New 
Hampshire, Mr. Palfrey's Sermons, and Dr. Beecher's Sermons on 
the Nature, Signs, Evils, and Remedy of Intemperance ; and they 
were all powerful auxiliaries to the cause.* 

To show the state of the public mind at this period, we present 
a few extracts from the publications of that year. 

The Massachusetts Society for the Suppression of Intemperance, 
in their Annual Report, Nov., 1827, say, " It is becoming unfashion- 
able to -ddnk ardent spirits in decent company ; and it is no longer 
considered a necessary mark of hospitality to offer them. People 
are beginning to yield to the conviction that they are injurious to 
health, even when used in moderation. It is presumed that the im- 

* Dr. Beecher's Sennons were preached the year before, at Litchfield, Conn. 
This fact, however, was not known to those who formed the American Temper* 
ance Society, thus showing that di£ferent minds, in distant places, without con- 
cert, were taking substantially the same views of this great subjectl 
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1 prorement which has begun will go on, and they wft.^ at length 
universally banished. It seems now to be genen^ iadmitted by 
those who have had an opportunity for observation, or htfe made 
themselves acquainted with the various facts, which have'oe^ col* 
lected with regard to intemperance, that we are to attributo^biich of 
the prevalence of immoderate drinking to erroneous opinions and prac- 
tices of society, with regard to moderate drinking. No man prohably 
ever became at once a drunkard. Drunkards have all once Been 
moderate drinkers, and have only gradually and insensibly become 
immoderate drinkers. It would seem, then, that there must be some- 
thing wrong in this habit of moderate drinking, smce it leads, in so 
large a proportion of cases, to so deplorable a result" 

They also passed the following resolutions, viz : — 
-" 1., Resolved, That, in the opinion of this meeting, there is suf- 
ficient evidence that ardent spirits are not necessary as a refresh- 
ment or a support to the strength during labor, but, on the contrary, 
are absolutely injurious to the health ; diat to the general moderate 
use of them is to be chiefly attributed the prevalent habit of in- 
temperance; and that entire abstmence from their use, except 
when prescribed as medicines, be recommended to all classes of 
society. 

'^2. Resolved, That it be recommended to ship-owners, masters 
of vessels, farmers, mechanics, proprietors and superintendents of 
manufacturbg estahlishments, and all others havmg the care of 
young persons when first entering upon laborious occupations, to 
endeavor to induce those under their charge to form the habit of 
labor without any use of ardent spirits. 

"3. Resolved, That it be recommended to all having the charge 
of the education of the young, to endeavor to produce upon their 
minds a strong impression of the dangerous tendency of even & 
moderate use of ardent spirits." 

The conviction had now become extensive, Uiat the use of ardent 
spirit is wrong. Many had come to the conclusion, that no man in 
health, who understands its nature and efi^ts, can continue to use^ . 
it as an article of luxury or diet, or to traffic in it, without guilt. 

Kittredge,in his Address, said, " Ardent spirits are said to be usefiri 
and necessary. It is false. It is nothmg but the apology that the 
love of them renders for their use. There are only tv^^a^es in 
which, Dr. Rush says, they can> be administered witlkm^jiijury ; 
and those are cases of persons likely to perish, and where substi- 
tutes may be applied of equal e&ct. What rational man would use 
them for the sake of these two posable cases? As well might -he 
introduce ratdesnakes among his children, because their oil is 
good in diseases with which they may possibly be afflicted. What! 
drink none ? Yes~I say. Drink none. One gallon for this town is 
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mst four quarts too much. In addition to the miseries of debt .and 
poverty, which they entail upon a community, th^ are the parent 
oCpae half the diseases that prevail, and one hall the crimes that 
are committed. It is ardent spirits that fill our poor-houses and 
our jails ; our penitentiaries^ mad-nouses, and state prisons. It is ar- 
dent spirits that furnish victims for the gallows. They ^e the 
greatest curse that God ever inflicted on the world, and may well be 
called the seven vials of his wrath. They are more destructive in 
their consequences than war, plague, pestilence or fiunine, yea, dian 
all combined. They are slow in their march, but sure in their grasp. 
They seize not only on the natural, but the moral man. They con- 
sign the body to the tomb, and the soul to hell. But have not ar- 
dent spirits one good quality, one redeeming virtue ? None, I say, 
none. There is nothing, not even the shadow of a virtue, to se- 
cure them from universal and everlasting execration. The parent 
should instil into his children a hatred of ardent spirits as much as 
he does of falsehood and theft. He should no more suffer his chil- 
dren to drink a litde, than he does to lie a little, and to steal a little. 
No longer use that which is the source of infinite mischief, without 
one redeemmg benefit; which has entailed upon you, upon your 
children, and upon society, woes unnumbered and unutterable. 
Banish it fit)m your houses. It can be done. You have only to 
will, and it is effected. Use it not at home. Let it never be found 
to pollute your dwellings. Give it not to your fiiends or your 
workmen: Touch it not yourselves, and suffer not your children 
to touch it. And let it be a part of your morning and evening 
prayer, that you and your children may be saved from intemper- 
ance, as much as from famine, from sickness and death." 

Dr. Beecher, in his Sermcms, said, " The traflic in ardent spirits 
is wrong, and should be abandoned as a great national evil. The 
amount of suffermg and mortality, inseparable from the commerce 
in ardent spirits, renders them an unlawful article of trade. ^ The 
commerce in ardent spirits, which produces no good, and produces 
a certain and an immense amount of evil, must be regarded as an 
unlawful commerce, and ought, upon every principle of humanity, 
patriotism, conscience, and religion, to be abandoned and pro- 
scribed. It seems to be a manifest violation of the command, ^ Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself,' and of various other evan- 
gelical precepts. 

" No man can act in the spirit of impartial love to his neighbor, 
who, for his own personal emolument, inflicts on him great and ir- 
reparable evil ; for love worketh no ill to his neighbor. Love will 
not bum a neighbor's house, or poison his food, or blast his reputa- 
tion, or destroy his soul. But the commerce in ardent spirits does 
all this inevitablv and often. Property, reputation, health, life and 
salvation M before it. 
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"^The dkect infliction of what is done indirecdy, would subject a 
man to the ignominy of a public execution." < * * * . 

" It is scarcely a palliation of this evil, that no man is destngr^d 
maliciously, or wid^ any direct intent to kill ; for the certamty of 
evil is as great as if waters were poisoned which some persons 
would 'surely drink, or as if a man should fire in the dark upon 
masses of human beings, where it must be certain that deaib would 
be the consequence to some." * * * * 

'^ Can it be denied that the commerce in ardent spirits makes a 
fearful havoc of property, morals and life ? Does it not shed blood 
as really as the sword, and more blood than is shed by war ? In 
this pomt, none are better witnesses than physicians, and, according 
to their testimony, intemperance is one of the greatest destroyers 
of virtue, health and life. * * * * 

" The consideration, that those, to whose imury we are accessory 
by the sale of ardent spirits, are destroyed also by the perversion 
of their own free agency — and that the evil is silent, and slow-paced 
m its march — doubtless subtracts, in no small degree, from the keen 
sense of accountability and crime, which would attend the adminis- 
tration of arsenic, or die taking of life by the pistol, or the dagger — 
as does also the consideration that although we may withhold the 
cup, yet, from some other source, the deleterious potion will be 
obtained. 

*' But all this alters not the case. He who deliberately assists his 
neighbor to destroy his life, is not guiltless because his neighbor is a 
fi-ee agent and is also guilty ; and he is accessory to the crime, though 
twenty other persons might have been ready to commit the same sin if 
he had not done it. Who would sell arsenic to his neighbor, to destroy 
himself, because he could obtam it elsewhere ? Who would sell 
a dagger for the known purpose of assassination, because, if it 
were refused, it could be • purchased in another place ? We are 
accountable for our own wrong-dobg, and liable to punishment 
at the hand of God, as really as if it had been certain that no one 
would have done the deed, u we did not. 

'^ The ungodlmess in time, and the everlasting ruin in eternity^ in- 
separable from the commerce in ardent spirit, proscribe it as an 
unlawful article of traffic. 

"Who can estimate the hatred of God, of his word and worsUp, 
and of his people, which it occasions ? or number the oadis and 
blasphemies it causes to be uttered ? or the violations of the Sabbath ? 
the impurities and indecencies, violence and wrong-doing, which 
it originates ? How many thousands does it detain every Sabbath- 
day from the house of God— cutting them off from the means of 
grace, and hardening them against their efficacy ! How broad is the 
road which intemperance alone opens to hell, and how thronged 
with travelers!" * * * * 
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'' Hese is an article of commerce spread over the land, whose 
effect is evil only, and that continually, and which increases an 
hundred-fold the energies of human depravity, and the hopeless 
victims of future punishment. 

'' Drunkenness is a sin which excludes from heaven. The com- 
merce in ardent spirits, therefore, productive only of evil in time, fits 
for destruction, and turns into hell, multitudes which no man can 
number. 

'* I am aware that, in &e din of business, and the eager thirst for 
gain, the conseauences of our conduct upon our views, and the 
future destiny of our fellow men, are not apt to be reaUzed, or to 
modify our course. 

'* l5ut has not God connected with all lawful avocations the wel&re 
of the life that now is, and of that which is to come ? And can we 
lawfully amass property by a course of trade which fills the land 
with beggars, and widows, and orphans, and crimes ; which peoples 
the grave-yard with premature mortality, and the world of wo witli 
the victims of despair ? Could all the forms of evil produced in the 
land by intemperance come upon us in one horrid array, it would 
appall tlie nation, and put an end to the traffic in ardent spirits. 
If in every dwelling buUt by blood, the stone from the wall should 
utter all the cries which the bloody traffic extorts, and the beani 
out of the timber should echo them back, who would build such 
a house ? — and who would dwell in it ? What if, in every part of 
the dwelling, from the cellar upward, through all the halls and 
chambers, babblings, and contentions, and voices, and groans, and 
shrieks, and waitings, were heard, day and night? What if the cold 
blood oozed out, and stood in drops upon the walls, and, by preter- 
natural art, all the ghasdy skulls and bones of the victims destroyed 
by intemperance, should stand upon the walls, in horrid sculpture 
within and without the building — ^who would rear such a buildmg ? 
What if, at eventide, and at midnight, the airy forms of men destroy- 
ed by mtemperance, were dimly seen haunting the distilleries and 
stores, where they received their bane — ^following the track of the 
ship engaged in the commerce — walking upon the waves — ^flitting 
athwart the deck — sitting upon the rigging — and sending up from 
the hold within, and from the waves without, groans, and loud 
laments, and wailings! Who would attend such stores? Who 
would labor in such distilleries? Who would navigate such 
ships ? 

" Oh ! were the sky over our heads one great whispering gallery, 
bringmg down about us all the lamentation and wo which intemperance 
creates, and the firm earth one sonorous medium of sound, bringing 
up around us, from beneath, the wailings of the damned, whom the 
commerce in ardent spirits had sent thither; — these tremendous 
realities, assailing our sense, would invigorate our conscience, and 
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^ve decision to our purpose of reformation. But these evils are as 
real as if the stone did cry out of the wall, and the beam answerec^ 
it ; as real as if, day and night, wailings were heard in every part 
of the dwelling, and blood and skeletcms were seen upon every 
wall ; as real as if the ghostly forms of departed victims flitted 
about the ship as she passed over the billows, and showed them- 
selves nightly about stores and distilleries, and, with unearthly 
voices, screamed in our ears their loud lament. They are as real as 
if the sky over our heads collected and brought down about us 
all the notes of sorrow in the land ; and the firm earth should 
open a passage for the wailings of despair to come up from 
beneath." 

The Massachusetts Medical Society passed resolutions in favor 
of abstinence, and gave it as their opimon, that the best drink for 
man is water. 

The Medical Society of the Western District of New Hampshire 
declared, that spirituous drinks have no tendency to protect the 
system from diseases, but expose it the more. The New Hamp- 
shire Medical Society did the same, and gave it as their opinion, 
that distilled spirits are not essentially necessary in a single disease. 
They resolvea that they would abstam from the use of them them- 
selves, and discourage the use of them by others. 

The President of the Society, in his address delivered June, 1827, 
said, "Does a healthy laboring man need alcohol? No more than 
he needs arsenic, corrosive sublimate, or opium. It has been proved 
a thousand times, that more labor can be accomplished in a months 
or a year, under the influence of simple nourishing food, and un- 
stimulating drink, than through the aid of alcohol." * * * 

" From a commercial fi-iend in Massachusetts I have lately re- 
ceived the foUomng information. * I visited,' says he, * four or 
five years since, in New Jersey, an iron foundery belonging to Mr. 
Wood, of Philadelphia. I think there were thirty or forty men em- 
ployed in the establishment, and all they drank was pure spring 
water. I saw them often while lading out die hot metal, and sweating 
at every pore, take a mug, run to the spring, and drink very fireely 
of the water. I inquired if they did not feel any ill eflfects from 
drinkmg so much cold water. They answered, JVo, The furnace 
went bto blast in April, and continued till October. All those 
employed had the best of health during the whole season, and re- 
turned to their fiiends in the autumn with better health and fuller 
purses' than they ever h^d before. 

" * A vessel belonging to my neighbor went fix)m this place to 
South America, and fi'om thence to India. No spirit was allowed to 
the crew during the whole voyage. They all arrived home in good 
health. One of my own captains kept grog firom his men the 
whole of an India voyage ; they all came ^ome in fine health. For 
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my crews in hot climates, I direct spruce beer, made with the oil 
or essence of spruce, and molasses and water. I shipped two 
crews last week for long voyages in hot climates, and named to the 
men that we should not allow them grog. There was not a single 
objection made to signing the shipping papers. It is in the power 
of'^every ship owner to prevent the use of ardent spirit on board his 
vessels, by sending out a few barrels of molasses, and a few dozen 
bottles of the essence of spruce, for beer.' 

" To the foregoing suggestion it may be propei- to add, that, for 
laboring men in hot weather, sweetened water, sometimes with the 
addition of ginger, is a most salutary drink ; so also is a mixture of 
milk and water. 

" The principle of life is afforded to every individual in such quan- 
tity, or in such manner, as to admit of the li\'ing actions being car- 
ried on under the most favorable circumstances only for a limited 
period ; and as no human power or skill can increase this principle 
one jot or titde, so neither can the actions of life be urged beyond 
the standard of sound health (leaving casualties out of the question) 
without necessarily shortening it. And this shortening of life will 
be for minutes, or months, or years, according to the de^ee and 
continuance of the excitement beyond the natural and uniform rate 
of healthy action. 

" This vital principle has been likened, not altogether inapdy, to 
oil in a lamp, which is capable of sustaming flame only for a certain 
length of time. If the wick be raised hi^er than necessary to 
produce a full and clear light, a part of the oil goes off in smoke, 
and the whole is sooner consumed." 

Many of the ecclesiastical bodies in the Northern and Middle 
States passed resolutions in favor of abstinence ; and recommended 
to all the churches and congregations under their care, to cooperate 
with the fjriends of the American Temperance Society in extending 
its principles and operations throughout the land. The members 
of several churches resolved entirely to abstain from the use of ar- 
dent spirit themselves, 'being persuaded that the gospel re^quired it, 
and to use their influence to lead all others to do the same. The 
youth in various colleges, and the citizens in numerous towns, 
united in Temperance Societies, on the plan of abstinence from the 
use of this poison ; and the impression was rapidly extending, that 
no man could continue, as an article of luxury or diet, to use it, or 
be accessory to the use of it by others, without the commission of 
sin, and, in proportion to the light which he might have on the 
subject, the accumulation of tremendous and ever-growing guilt. 

The facts which had been developed showed that the use of 
tliis article is not needful, not salutary, but is uniformly hurtful ; 
that it caused more than three fourths of the pauperism, crimes, 
and wretchedness of the community ; greatly increased the number. 
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frequency, and violence of diseases ; destroyed the reason of mul- 
titudes ; and brought down greater, and still greater multitudes to an 
untimely grave. They showed, conclusively, that it tended, with 
a mighty influence, to obstruct the progress of the gospel, to hinder 
the efficacy of all the means which God has provided for tlie moral 
and spiritual illumination and purification of men, and thus to ruin 
them forever. And the prospect was, that, should suitable means 
be used, and the whole community be made acquainted with the 
facts, the conviction of this truth, unless prevented by avarice or 
appetite, would, with the divine blessing, become universal. 

In November, 1827, the Committee reappointed Rev. Na- 
thaniel Hewit to an agency for three years. And, having been 
dismissed from his pastoral care for that purpose, he accepted 
the appointment, and entered upon its duties January 1, 1828. 

In May of the same year, they appointed Rev. Joshua Leavitt 
to an agency for four months. A conmiission was also given to 
Mr. Daniel C. Axtell, to labor as an agent in the western parts of 
the state of New York. His salary and traveling expenses were 
paid by a benevolent individual in that part of the state. 

Rev. Dr. Woodbridge, of Hadley, Mass., at the request of the 
Hampshire County Temperance Society, performed an agency 
through most of the towns in that county. Other individuals per- 
formed voluntary agencies ia their own towns and districts. At 
the close of the year 1828, there were formed and reported 13 
Temperance Societies m Maine, 23 in New Hampshire, 7 in Ver- 
mont, 39 in Massachusetts, 2 in Rhode Island, 33 in Connecticut, 
78 in New York, 6 in New Jersey, 7 m Pennsylvania, 1 in Del- 
aware, 1 m Maryland, 6 in Virginia, 2 in North Carolma, 1 m 
South Carolina, 1 in Kentucky, 1 in Ohio, and 2 in Indiana. Oth- 
ers had been formed in different parts of the country, which had 
not been reported. State Societies had been formed in New 
Hampshire, V ermont, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Illinois. A So- 
ciety had aJso been formed in Lower Canada ; and it is supposed 
that there • were not less than thirty thousand persons who had 
agreed not to use ardent spirits. 

In Belchertown, Mass., the quantity used in 1825 was only 
about one fourth as much as in 1824. In Plymouth, New Hamp- 
shire, the cost of ardent spirits was not one sixteenth part as 
much as in 1826. Similar changes had been effected in other 
places. 

Resolutions of abstinence had been passed by more than 20 
military companies, by the officers of 4 regiments, by 10 med- 
ical societies, and a great portion of all the ecclesiastical bodies 
in the country. The lawyers of 3 counties had voted to abstain 
from ardent spirits,* and the members of the House of Rep- 

* Appendix, F. 
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resentatives of New Hampshire, not to use them during the ses- 
sion of the Legislature. 

A number of distilleries had been stopped, and more than a 
hundred merchants had renounced the traffic ; vessels were sent 
to foreign ports without carrying the poison ; and the impression 
continued to extend, that no person, acquainted with the subject, 
could continue to use or to traffic in ardent spirit without the 
guilt of blood. 

The language used at the annual meetings, tcr which thousands 
of the wises^ and best hearts in the land responded, was, 
" There is no longer any doubt of the part which the Christian 
should act. He is imperiously colled upon, by the principles of his 
religion, to abandon all connection, of whatever kind, with the in- 
toxicating cup. Every glass he drinks is a warrant for his neighbor 
to do the like ; and intemperance is sure to follow me use of ardent 
spirits. There is nothmg on earth that can prevent it ; and as long 
as human nature remams the same, this will <;ontinue to be the 
case. No man can therefore encourage that use ; no man can ad- 
minister the poison, without being responsible for the consequences. 
The trader knows that every barrel he purchases will spread son*ow 
and grief wherever it is carried. There is a moral certainty, that 
every gallon that is carried mto the country, will help to keep alive 
that baneful disease, which rages with a fury that knows no re- 
straint, and with a force that cannot be resisted. Every man, 
therefore, who carries it into the country, is directly concerned in 

E reducing that mass of pauperism, disease, and crime, which resuhs 
om intemperance. He supplies the fuel that keeps alive the 
flame, and ne is the incendiary who spreads that liquid fire which 
involves the peace and happiness of the domestic circle, the promise 
of youth, and the hopes of old age^ in one general ruin. 

" The vending of ardent spints cannot be carried on without 
guik. Every grog-shop exhibits scenes that religion cannot witness 
without horror. Here every evil passion is fed ! Here every base 
propensity is nourished ! Here is kept the food of drunkenness, 
and hither resort all those miserable victims of the disease who 
would rather die of it than be cured ! Here is found the poison that 
vitiates the taste of the temperate, and prepares them to supply the 
places of those who die of mis plague ! Here the temperate drink, 
and here the temperate learn to be drunkards. All the drunk- 
ards in the country are brouglit up at these stores. They are the 
schools of intemperance, and as long as they continue the traffic in 
ardent spirits, they will continue to be the poison of the land. As 
long as they furnish the supply of ardent spirits called for, they will 
^ continue to send forth through the towns in which they are round, 
a pestilence, laying waste every noble and manly feeling of the 
human heart, and every lovely trait in the human character. Is 
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not this so ? Where were the drunkards of our village formed, but 
at those places where ardent spirits are sold ? Where is the origin 
of all that poverty and crime which are traced to intemperance, but 
at these Aceldamas of human blood ? Where can the wife and the 
mother find the cause of that fountain of tears which tliey are con- 
strained to shed, but at thes^ fountains of ardent spirits? And 
can the Christian carry on this traffic ? Can he supply the lava 
which scorches t]^ land, and be innocent ? Does he find nothing 
in that benign religion which he professes, to forbid it ? Can he be 
the agent of intemperance, the commissary of the drunkard, and 
feel no remorse?- I know the v^der tells jfpu he is not an- 
swerable for the consequences ; tmt he frowns on intemperance, 
and withholds the cup from the drunkard. But this is not so. 
Does not the vertfcr know the effects of ardent spirits ? Does he 
not know the consequences which they will assuredly produce ? 
Does hq^not know that of those who drink, many \^11 be drunken ? 
And can he supply the cause, and detach himsejf from the effect ? 
Can he hurl firebrands through your city, and witness the confla- 
gration, and claim exemption firgra blame ? Can he spread the 
contagion among your families, and, when he hears the dying groan 
and sees the fimeral, tell you diat he is. innocent ? Yet the vender 
of ardent spirits tloes aD this. He spreads die intoxicating cause ; 
he sees the drunken effect; he hearse the drunken curse ; he wit- 
nesses the drunken revel ; he is surrounded with it ; he is producing 
it ; and yet tells you that he is innocent ! Wonderful fatuity ! But 
he knows the responsibility is so great that he shrinks from 
acknowledging it. He sees the guilt and the wo, and shudders at 
the thought of being its cause. And well he may ; but he cannot 
escape. As long as he furnishes the means of drunkenness to 
others, he is a partaker of the ^kse. And he should be so held 
in public opinion. He should be'held dii-ectly responsible for the 
consequences of his acts, and the same odium which attaches to 
the pnncipal should attach to all accessories. But he tells you 
he Won intemperance. So, perhaps, he does. After pro'du- 
cing it, he frowns on the wretch that he has jfiade drunken, and 
abhors his own ofl&pring. But every retailer should remember that 
the. drunkards with whom he is surrounded are his own children 
and apprentices, and that they affi)rd a living exhibition of the char- 
acter of his own deeds. When ho looks upon them, ragged, filthy 
and debased— when he hears the noon-day t5urse and the midnight 
broil, he should say, * Here is my work ; this is what I have done. 
It is my trade to make such men. I have spent my life in it.' And 
if he is a Christian, and duly appreciates his guilt, he will raise his 
hands to Heaven, and before God declaJre that he will make no 
more such. 

"But the vender tells you again that he withholds the cup 
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from the drunkard. So, perhaps, he may** He will fiimish the cup 
till the wretch is made drunken, and then refuse him till he is sober 
again. But this is too late ; this refusal comes when -3 ean do 
litde or no good. The crime is already perpetrated. The guilt is 
already incurred, and in vain does the vender attempt to escape. 
But it is not true, that he withholds • the cup from the drunkard. 
Every retailer does sell to the drunk^ard, and, however well mean- 
ing he may be, he cannot carry on this trade without contributing 
to the support of intemperance. And this traffic should be 
abandoned by the Christian public. Conscience should be allowed 
a triumph over intnest and cus^sm, and the^ merchandise of spirits 
should be classecPwith the mrfchandise of blood. No Christian 
should contaminate his hands and his soul with tbia piost destructive 
and demoralizing commerce. And I am happy to'say, that many 
merchants have lately viewed this as they ought, and forsaken 
the trfide, as being a curse revolting to the feelings of patriojkism and 
Christianity. They have given a noble example of the trinmph of 
principle, and one th^t deserves the universal approbation of the 
Christian public, 

"But the retailer is not alone. He is but a subaltern in that 
mighty army of the agents of intemperance which is scattered 
through the land. He is the immediate instrument of theTuin 
which spirituous liquors occasion, but ths wholesale dealer, although 
one grade above him, is equally a partaker of the guilt* He sup- 
plies the numerous, streams which issue through the land, laying 
waste every thing in their course. Could the vender learn the 
history of a single hogshead of this liquid ; could every drop retwn 
to him, and give a faithful account of the efects it had produced, — 
he would shudder at the narration. Could he collect before him, 
and be enabled to see, the crinw&fte disease and death, the poverty 
and distress, to count the tears 'rad hear the groaiis, which every 
cask of spirits occasions, he would revolt with horror from the trade. 
But he may conceive it. Let him learn the history of intem- 
perance, and then let him reflect that he is constaridy engaged in 
spreading its horArs ; Aat he is supplying from day to day the 
liquid fire that is scattered by an anny of retailers through the land, 
scorching and destroying *|B«rery thing within its reach, and he will 
be constrarped-^ pronounce it an unchristian occupation. Ana let 
the distiller remember, diat he siands at the head of the stream, and 
lets loose the flood-gates to deluge and destroy ; that his occupation 
is to poison the land, andr that the more he does, the more wretched 
is the world ; and he will not find one single consolation to cheer 
and support hint." * * * 

"Does the Christian pray for the spread of his religion, and ish€ 
at the same time engaged in the spread of intemperance ? Does 
he pray foi* the reformation of the world, iand, while his prayers are 
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ascending to heaven, is W spreading the plague, that poisons the 
heart, and renders mankind incapable of reformation ? is he sup- 
porting vie missionary in foreign lands, from funds «ivhich he has 
collected as the wages of drunkenness I And does he believe the 
God of heaven will smile on the labors of him who is supported by 
food taken from the mouths of the children of the intemperate, for 
the drink that destroys them ? While he is attempting to teach the 
heathen the way ^ heaven, is he binding his own countrymen in 
chains strong as tm bands of death, and leading them in the road 
to hell ? Is he training them to practices and habits which will as 
surely bar them from die realms o^ bliss as thqygh no redemption 
hafi been provided for them ? ^ 

^^ I venerate tjfiQ Christian's character, and whenever I find him 
acting iuvconsist^ltey with the principles of the gospel, I do indeed 
regard him as the salt of the earth. But I lear on this subject 
ther6 i;i,fin awful inconsistency in the conduct of some. I believe 
all conniiection with spirituous liquors, in the present state of society, 
to be sinful. Since the way, and the cmly way, to banish intemper- 
ance from the earth, has been pointed out, it is the Christian's auty 
to adopt that course, whatever may be the sacrifice, and to disclaim 
all connection between iiim and religion. 

^They cannot agree. Every feeling that the former iniqnres is 
hostile to the latter f and M* there be vay thing on earth that can 
eradicate piety from the heaFt^it.is the use of ardent spirits. Its 
mspiration is unholy and impure ; and I call upon the Christian to 
abstain, not only for his own sake, but for the sake of Hie world, 
for the sake of the example, as the medium ^^^ ^^ only means, of 
effectmg a reformation of mankind frohi intemperance* ' I believe 
the time is coming when not only the drunkard but the drinker wiU 
be excluded from the church agijjir God — :when the gambler, the 
slave dealer, iind the rum deale^^ill be classed together. And I 
^ care not liow soon that time arrives. I would pray for it ^ devout- 
ly as for the millennium. And wh^ it comes, as come it will, it 
should be celebrated by the unite^ band of phiknthropists, patriots, 
is^d Christians throughout the wGild, as a grear and most glorious 
(ubilee." ■ ^ *><^ 

^ severaf cases, the efforts for th|f(^romotion of temperance 
were followed by remarkable success ot the gos|itel, and numbers 
were led hopefully to embrace the Savior ; and die connection 
began strikingly to appear between these efibrts and the salvation 
of men. * •* 

In 18&9, the Committee established a weekly paper, called 

Tbcf Journal of Humanity, to be the organ of their communica- 

tioti with the pidriic, and appointed Rev. Edward W. Hooker, 

editor and associate general agent. The present Corvespond- 

^ ing Secretary was also reappointeik as general agent, and the 
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following persons as local agents, yjz. Rev. Asa Mead for 
Maine, Rev. Andrew Rankin for New Hampshire, Rev. Daniel 
O. Morton for Vermont, and Rev. Talcott Bates for Connecti- 
cut. Rev. Messrs. Coggin, Barbour, Mann, Shepherd, Clark, 
Bond, and Woodbury, wei:e also appointed, each as an agent for 
a county in Massachusetts. Other agents were employed hy 
State Societies ; and benevolent individuals performed voluntary 
agencies in various parts of the country. . ^ 

At the close of the year 1829, there had been, formed, on the 

Elan of abstinence, and reported, more than 1000 Societies, em- 
racing more thao. 100,000 njembers. Eleven of them were 
State Societies. Of those known to the Committee, 6^ were in 
Maine, 46 in New Hampshire, 66 in Vermont, 169 in Massachu- 
setts, 3 in Rhode Island, 133 in Connecticut, 3(JD in New York, 
21 in New Jersey, 63 in Pennsylvania, 1 in Delawar0, 6 in Mary-^ 
land, 62 in Virginia, 15 in North Carolina, 10 in South Carolina, 
14 in Georgia, 8 in Alabama^ 30 in Ohio, 9 in Kentucky, 5 in 
Tennessee, 4 in Mississippi, 13 in Indiana, 1 in Illinois, 3 in 
Michigan, and 1 in Missouri. Societies were also formed in' 
Upper and Lower Canada, in Nova Scotia, and in New Brunswick. 

More than 60 distilleries had been stopped, more than .400 
merchants had renounced the traffic, and more than 1200 drunk- 
ards had ceased to u6e the drunkard'l drink. Persons, who, a 
few years before, were vagabonds about the street, were now 
sober, respectable men, providing comfortably, by their labor, for 
their wives and their children. 

In a number of towns, «u:dent spirit was not sold, and, in sev- 
eral cases, not even kept at the public houses. And in some 
places, no person who was acqujg^mted with the subject, and yet 
continued to use distilled liquor, ay an article of luxury or diet, or 
to traffic in it, was viewed as a proper person for admission to a 
Christian^church. The business was viewed as an immorality, in 
which no person could continue, and yet give credible evidence 
of being a good man. 

The guilt of aiding and abetting in this work of death, became 
more and more obvious ; and the Aimber rapidly increased, who 
saw that the effect of enlif^ened Christian principle would be, 
to banish this awfiil immorality from the globe. And the ben- 
e§ts which would result, from ^uch a change, to the property, 
character, health, reason^ lives arid souls of men, became more 
and more apparent. 

In one town in Vermont, individuals, by abstaining from ardent 
spirit, saved, in one year, more than $8000. In the state of 
New' Hampshire, they saved, in the same way, more than 
$100,000. In Lyme, New Hampshire, in wliich had been sold 
annually about 6000 gallonSj-jthe quantity sold that year was only 
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600 gallons. The bill of m6rtaljly9 which had, for six years, upon 
an average, been annually 24} was reduced, for two years, to 17|. 
In 1826, the year before the formation of the Temperance So- 
cio^, the number of deaths under 40 years of age was 15; 
in 1828, only 9. 

Had every town in the United States pursued a similar course, 
that is, used but one tenth part the usual quantity of ardent 
spirits, and had it been followed by a .similar result, th^ number 
of deaths, that yea^, would have been lessened more than 70,000.* 

In a number of towns, the Holy Spirit followed, with his life-giv- 
ing power, the efforts for the promotion of temperance, and 
hundreds, under his gracious inmience, hopefully embraced the 
gospel. 

Jn one town in Massachusetts, a temperance discourse was 
delivered near the close of 1827. Numbers renounced the use 
of ardent spirit, and conducted all their business without it. 
Many were anxious to form a Temperance Society ; but some, 
among the aged and influential, thought that they could not do 
vrithout a litde, and no society was formed, till the young men, 
impatient at the delay of their fathers, called a meeting, and 
formed a Society among themselves. They resolved to have 
stated meetings, collect information, and spread it through the 
town. At the first meeting, many were solemn, and at the second, 
anxious for their salvation ; a prayer was offered, and the Holy 
Spirit descended upon Uiem : the anxiety increased, became 
general, and extended through the town ; and mor6 than 200, it 
is believed, have passed from death unto life. Ten of those young 
men are now preparing for the. gospel ministry ; and, should their 
lives be s{>ared, and their talents consecrated to the Redeemer, 
they may be instrumental in preparing many for an exceed- 
ing and eternal weight of glory. And, could we trace the influ- 
ence of that single Temperance Society, in all its various con- 
nections, bearings^ and consequences, upon the temporal and eter- 
nal interests of men, the vision would be transporting. And 
when the Committee saw these Societies rising, and extending 
their benign influences not merely over one, but over a thousand 
towns, and promising to extend them through the whole land, and 
to all future ages, they could not but thank God, and take 
courage. 

This year was also rendered memorable, and will be marked 
as an era in the history of Europe, from its having beien the 
commencement of the Temperance Reibrmatioh in the old world. 

* In the Connecti«;ut State Prison, with an average of 120 convicts, moi^ than 90 of 
whom were notoriously intempe^te before they came there, not one of whom was 
pcnnitted to take a drop of intoxicating liquor ailer he entered the walls of the priscm, 
thefe was no death for 16 months, and out one death for about 2 veani. 

3* 
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A meeting was holden, in July, at Belfast, in Ireland, to devise 
ways and means for preventing the profanation of the Sabbath ; ^ 
and, in order to this, for preventing, on that day, the sale and use 
of spirituous liquors. It was found, as it ever will be, impossible 
to prevent the one, without first preventing the other. The use 
of ardent spirit will, in all countries, and all ages, cause the 
profanation of the Sabbath, ai?d all its abominations. To remove 
the effect, therefore, they undertook to remove the cause. And 
this they attempted to do in the old way^ by the*force oS civil law. 
But a certain individual (Rev. John Edgar, professor of divin- 
ity in the college at Belfast) expressed his dissent from that 
mode of attempting to accomplish the object, and his desire to 
employ moral means only, in attempting to effect moral refor- 
mation. 

He was therefore appointed to prepare an appeal to the public 
on this subject. While engaged in this preparation, he learned, 
for the first time, by a friend from America (Rev. Mr. Penijy, 
of Rochester, New York), die nature, means and success of the 
^ Temperance Reformation in the United States. Eagerly seizing 
on its grand principles, and the grand principle of all moral refor- 
mation, via. T^oluntary abstinence from doing evil, as an essential 
pre-requisite to doing well ; and voluntary associations, exhibiting 
this principle in practice, as the grand means of effecting it ; he 
embodied his thoughts, and published them in the Belfast papers, 
on the 14th of August, 1829. This was the first appeal on 
this subject to the Christians of Europe ; and was followed by 
results similar to those which had been witiiessed in the United 
States. The first Temperance Society in the old world, on the 
plan of abstinence, was formed by Rev. George Carre, of New 
Ross, in Ireland. Special pains^ were taken to furnish them with 
the Journal of Humanity and other temperance publications 
from this country, and before the close of the year, they had 
numerous Temperance Societies in Ireland and Scotland, em- 
bracing more dian 14,000 members. The subject had been 
taken up in England, and bid fair to extend through the king- 
dom. More than 65,000 temperance publications had issued 
from the press, and were in a course of rapid and extensive 
circulation. Persons were employed to go from house to house, 
and distribute them, and make known to die people the benefits *,, 
that would result to them and their children, for both worlds, from ■ 

the Temperance Reformation. . 

Thus had the subject, at this period, taken deep root on two con- 
tinents ; and the prospect was increasing, that, should Providence 
continue to smile, and temperate men to do their duty, it would 
hold on its way, till there should not be a drunkard on the globe. 

In the early part of 1830, Rev. Mr. He wit visited the Middle 
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and Southern States. He wa^ received with kindness, heard with 
attention, and was instrumental in awakening new interest in that 
part of the country. In March, he returned, and continued his 
labors in New England, till within three months of the close of 
his engagement. Having been invited to take charge of a church 
in Bridgeport^ Connecticut, and believing it to be his duty to ac- 
cept the invitation, he resigned his laborious and successful agen- 
cy, Sept. 30th, 1830. And while the Committee would grate- 
fully acknowledge the kindness of the Lord in his preservation and 
success, they would affectionately sympathize with him in his 
recent domestic affliction,* and express their earnest hope that 
both mercies and trials may be overruled for his greater useful- 
ness on earth, and his more distinguished glory in heaven. 

Rev. Edward W. Hooker, associate general agent, and editor 
of the Journal of Humanity, after the judicious and able dis- 
charge of its duties till the paper was established, and had taken 
strong hold on the interests of the community, resigned his connec- 
tion with the Society ; and Mr. E. C. Tracy was appointed editor 
in his stead. This paper still continUes to be a powerful auxil- 
iary in the great and good cause. It is read with deep interest, 
by intelligent and philanthropic men,. in this and other countries ; 
and should its circulation be extended so as to render its publication 
permanent, it would accomplish unspeakable good to our country 
and to the world. And the Committee would eamesdy request the 
jfriends of the object, as extensively as practicable, to promote its 
circulation. 

Other papers, and periodical publications, have exerted a power- 
ful influence, and rendered valuable aid to the cause;, and it is de- 
sirable that such publications should be circulated extensively 
throughout the country. 

Rev. Wm. Banner, a Baptist clergyman m Illinois, has been 
appointed to labor for one year, as asent, in that state ; and the 
American Tract ^lociety has made a donation of temperance tracts, 
to be distributed by our agents, in that extended and interesting 
part of our country. 

The Corresponding Secretary, since his reappointment, August 
27th, 1829, has continued uninterruptedly his labors in the service 
of the Society. He has visited various parts of the British 
promce of New Brunswick, and the states of Maine, New Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Penn- 
sylvania, Delaware, Marylahd, and the District of Columbia. He 
has traveled more than 6,400 miles, and preached and addressed 
public bodies three hundred and eighty-six times,. He has assisted 
in the formation, and attended the anniversaries, of numerous Tem- 

* Mrs. Rebecca Hewit, wife of Rev. Nathaniel Hewit, died at Bridgeport, Conn./ 
deeply lamented, Jan. 2d, 1831. 
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peraiMTe Societies ; written a number of articles for publication ; con- 
ducted the coiTespondence ; and superintended the general concerns 
of the Society. 

At the request of a number of gentlemen, he, in January, 1831, 
visited the District of Columbia, and addressed the citizens of 
Washington, Georgetown, and Alexandria. Three Temperance 
Societies had been formed, and ten others were formed, during 
his visit, embracing more than one thousand members. At the 
request of individuals of both houses of Congress, he addressed the 
members of that body, in the capitol, on the subject. The at- 
tendants were numerous, and the interest manifested was highly 
^auspicious. From all parts of the country, members of Congress 
testified that a great ciiange had been effected, and one in the 
. highest degree salutary to all the social, civil, and religious inter- 
ests of the community. 
^. ' A member from pne of the Southern States, and from a district 
jii^iwhich it had been customary for candidates for office to bribe 
the * electors with spirituous liquors, declared, " that so great had 
been the change of public sentiment, that, shoidd any man now pur- 
sue a similar course, that, of itself, would defeat his election.''* 

Another ihetnber from one of the Western States, declared, 
" that the change in his part of the county had been wonderful ; 
and that he considered the object of the Temperance Society as 
one of the most important, and its operations as among the most 
usefiil, of any in the world. The children — ^the children," said he, 
" to all future generations, will experience the benefit. Any publi- 
cations on this subject, which you may wish to seiid into my dis- 
trict, I will cheerfully forivard.'' 

Similar was the 'testimony of others, and their readiness to cir- 
culate information on the subject. 

There is no object, safd they, of more importance than Ais, to 
the welfai-e of the country. 

From a number of the principal boarding-houses in the city of 
Washington, ardent spirit was excluded ; and many of the mem- 
bers of Congress used none^ during the session. 

The President of the United States gave it as his opimon, that, 
through an extensive region of country where he had traveled, the 
quantity used had been diminished more than half. 

The Secretary of War stated, that, of more than one thousand 
desertions from the army, during the last year, nearly all were oc- 
casioned by drinking. 

From January 1st, 1823, to December 31st, 1829, the number 
of desertions was 5,669 ; upon an average, more than eight hun- 
dred ; nearly one seventii part of the whole army (which consists 

* Appendix, G. 



•■*■■ 



1 ^ 



FOURTH REPORT. 1831.^ 33 

of about six thousand) every yeai\ Hie loss to the country by 
desertions in these seven years, exclusive of the expenses of con- 
vening coorts-martial, and several other items, was $471,263; or 
about $70 to a man ; and during six years, ending December 31st, 
1828, the numbei: of sddiers tried by courts-martial, was 7,058. 
In five years, ending December' 31st, 1827, there were 5,582 ; be- 
ing nearly one to each Individual in the army, during one term of 
enlistment. And a great majority of the whole resulted from the use 
of ardent spirit. And if to lliis we add the cost of the liquor, the 
expenses oi a great increase of sickness, and numerous premature 
deaths, the loss^ from the use of this poison, in tliQ army, the whole 
tendency of which is to injure the soldier, and unfit him fixr the de "* 
fence oi his country, must have been very great.* 

A distinguished officer of the army declared, " Nearly all the trouble 
we have with the men arises from drmking*" And in a letter, 
which our Secretary lately received from hira, he says, "Sinc^ I*- 
last wrote you, I have visited a military post ; and, oa looking over tf% • 
sick list, with the acting surgeon and hospital steward 14 my el- 
bow, to tell me the cause of each man's sickness, I was assured 
that, out of forty-six cases, the dbeases of more t]|||i forty had 
their origin in intemperance. Probably more than five sixths of 
all military offences tried before our courts-martial, result firom in- 
temperance." The same officer gave it as his opiniouy that, since 
his acquaintance with the army, which has been for many years, 
more than tfiree fourths of the deaths amongthe soldiers were oc- 
casioned by ardent spirits. And he says, " The Secretary of War • 
has, in my opinion, done incalculable good to the army, by with- 
holding the whiskey part of the rations. We want now a few teip- 
perance preachers to visit frdm post to post, and bring the subject 
of temperance before the troops ; form Societies ; fiimish them with 
addresses, essays, and periodicals ; and I doubt not that a happy 
reformation would be witnessed in the army." 

And his anticipations seem to be justified by facts. In a num- 
ber of cases. Temperance Societies have been formed at various 
military posts, and with the most cheering results. . 

From one of them, a correspondent writes, " Ardent spirit had 
been, as was customary, dealt out to the soldiers. The con- 
sequence waS; the majority were in a state of degradation, and 
were going tlie broad road to ruin, as 'fast as the wheels of time, 
and the ruinous consequences of irregular living,'would carry them.' 
About one fourth, on an average, were unable to do duty on ac- 
count of drunkenness ; which caused sickness, punishments, and 
desertions, not a few. In consequence of the visits and eflforts of 

individuals, a change has taken place, so great that the officers 

■it 
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cheerfully acknowle^lge, that the Lord hath done it. One hundred 
and sixty-nine, out of two hundred and ten soldiers, signed a petition to 
have no ardent spiiit brought to the garrison. The petition was 
granted. With their grog-money, they have purchased a library of 
more than five hundred volumes ; and it is now a shame for any 
man to drink or be drunken. The Sabbath is spent in reading 
and attending public worship. The Sabbath school is taught 
by the officers and others, and conducted in an orderly and a useiiil 
manner."" 

The regulation above referred to, adopted by the war depart- 
ment, togMl^with the remarks upon it of a gentleman cpnne^ 
with ih^jBUfMy and of distinguished medical cendemen, will be 
foiftid in the^Mpendix ;^ and should suders and all others be pro- 
hiSd^d from 'ftroishing ardent spirits, and the troops from par 
chasing them^,^ result to tlie army and to the country would be 
,in the highest degree salutary. It would prevent a great portion of 
all the dap^oQg^and courts-martial; of sickness and premature 
deaths; jjd) wodd save annually more than half a million of 
dollars. ' '*' ' 

The use pf ardent spirit has done more than every thing else to 
deteriorate ifae character of the soldier, and unfit him for the de- 
fence of his country. And so long as the cause is continued^ 
whether it ifi kept in operation by the government or by individu- 
als, the efiect can never be done away. 

The Secretary of the Navy also expressed his conviction, that 
the use which is made of ardent spirit is one of the greatest curses ; 
and declared his intention to recommend a change with regard to 
the navy. A distinguished officer gave it as his opinion, that nine 
tenths of all the difficulties which the officers have widi the men 
arise from ardent spirits ; and expressed his strong conviction, 
fi:t)m what he had witnessed on board his own ship, and others, 
which had made the experiment, of the practicability and great utiU- 
ty of entire abstinence throughout the navy. He said, " If Con- 
gress would pass a law, prohibiting the use of ardent spirit in the 
navy, and giving to the men the value of it in money, there would 
be no difficulty; and it would be one of the greatest blessings that 
could be conferred upon them." There is now a provision that all 
who will voluntarily relinquish it, shall be allowed six cents per 
radon, as a substitute. But what is needed is, that the government 
should cease to furnish it for any. 

On board the United States sloop of war Falmouth, in her late 
cruise, seventy of the men abstained entirely ^m the use of ardent 
spirit ; and between forty and fifty on board the Brandywine ; and 
they were among the most healthy, cheerful and orderly in the 
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ship. " During the cruise," said the chaplain, " I never knew a 
complaint against one of them ; and the total disuse of spirit is in- 
creasing in the navy generally. The inquiry, ^ Can seamen advan- 
tageously and comfortably dispense with spirituous liquors, while at 
£lea ?' is satisfactorily answered, by a cbud of witnesses. Both in 
our navy and in our merchant ship, the question is at rest." A 
later communication, from the Mediterranean squadron, states, 
" That, out of the whole ship's company of the frigate Brandjrwine, 
amounting to four hundred and eighty-six souls, only one hundred 
and sixty men drew their grog." / 

Since January 1st, 1830, more than one hundre^.auffiity ves- 
sels have sailed from the port of Boston, which d6 jMl^jvy ardent 
spirit; and it is believed, that t^ere are now aflo|Hyil|f itie ocgB), 
raiore than four hundred of this description. The mgist and shst 
difficult voyages are made without it; and greatfc^to the health, 
comfort and safety of the men. Of seven hunored sailors, wh(^ 
havf^ called for a supply of books, at one offiq^ mclguthan two 
hundred abstain from the use of spirituous liquGHK.and^^uld 4(ls 
course be adopted by all seafarmg men, it wouSl^eveftfraccord- 
ing to the opinion of experienced navigators, more than half of all 
the shipwrecks on the ocean. V*^ 

A captain, who had just arrived from Europe, said to our Secre- 
tary, " I took seven men fi'om a wreck just be£q^^ my arrival, in a 
state of almost utter starvation. When wrecked, they took a keg 
of whiskey, but never thought of victuak ; and had it not been for 
a timely discovery, they must all have perished. And this habit 
of drinking is the cause of a great portion of all the shipwrecks. 
The moment sailors beccMfne frightened, they begin to driqk, soon 
despair, give up all for lost, and drink till they are lost. Had tb^ 
held on, and not touched the poispn, they had out-rode Ae storm, 
and been safe." * 

So say the facts. A vessel, lately commg from Virginia to New 
York, with a numjber of passengers on board, was overtaken with a 
storm, which raged with great violence, and continued a long time. 
All the sailors on board who drank ardent spirit, from intemperance, 
fatigue, or despair, gave up, and ceased to labor. But one man on 
board drank no ardent spirit ; and although he^ with the rest, had 
buffeted the storm, he took the helm, and stood for hours after the 
others had ceased to make exertion ; and the whole crew were saved. 
Had it not been for him, long before the storm abated, they had aU 
probably been at the bottom of the ocean. 

Said a distinguished navigator, " The great day of account will 
bear terrible witness, when the sea shall give up the dead that are 
in it, of the vast and unsuspected extent of the sacrifice of life 
among seamen, from shipwrecks, and other catastrophes occasioned 
by drunkenness. One distressftd instance, among the numbers that 
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wiU hereafter be brought to light, occurred within my own observa- 
tion. A collier brig was stranded on the York coast ; and I had 
occasion to assist in die interesting, but distressing service of rescu- 
ing a part of the crew by drawmg them up a vertical cliffj two or 
three hundred feet in altitude, by means of a deep-sea lead-line, the 
only rope that cpuld be procured. The .first two men who caught 
hold of this slender line, were hauled safely up the fiightful cliff; 
but ihe next, after being drawn to a considerable height, slipped his 
hold, and he fell ; and with the fourth and last, who ventured upon 
this only chance of life, the rope gave way, and he also was plunged 
into foanriiig breakers beneath. Immediately afterwards, the vessel 
broke up,iBQd the remnant of the ill-fated crew> with the exception 
of two, who' were washed into a cavern in the cliff, perished ^)efore 
our eyes. "Biit what was the cause of this heart-rending event? 
Was it stress of weather^ or bewildering fog, or unavoidable acci- 
dent ? No ;^t arose entirely from the want of sobriety ; every sailor^ 
to a man, being ia^ state of intoxication. The vessel, but a few hours 
before, had Mbled from Sunderland ; the men bemg drunk, a boy, 
unacquainted widi the coast, was intrusted with the helm. He ran 
the brig upon Whitby Rock, and one half of the miserable, dissi- 
pated crew awoke to consciousness m eternity ! To this solitary 
instance I might add many ; but this must suffice, both as to illus- 
tration and proof of the terrible consequences of intemperance at 



Numerous other cases, and from all parts of the world, might be 
mentioned, illustrative of the same truth ; and, should the use of spirit- 
uous liquors be done av<ray, the risk of property on the ocean and 
the rata of insurance might be lessened probably more than half. 
Apd^ it IS hoped that the time is not distant, when no merchant will 
saUrer thif grand cause of immorality, disease, and death, temporal 
2tod eternal, to be found on board his vessel ; and when it shall not 
be used, as an article of luxury or diet, or sold by any sober man, 
especially by any Christian, in our land. 

Nor will the prevention of the loss of prtjperty, in that case, be 
confined to the ocfean. The Hon. Williani Cranch, chief judge of 
the District of Columbia, who is extensively known as a candid and' 
accurate reporter qf principles and facts, in an Address which he 
delivered before the Washington and Alexandria Temperance 
Societies, estimates the loss annually in the United States, from the 
use of ardent spirits, at not less than ^94,425,000.* In this esti- 
mate, he has taken no account of what is lost by shipwrecks, sick- 
ness, and in various other ways. But even this sum would, m thirty 
years, amount to more than the value of all the houses, lands and 
slaves m the United States. These were estimated, in 1815, at 

Appenpix. J • ^' 
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$1,771,312,908. And if the value of them has siiice increased 
in proportion to the increase of population, it would now be 
j^2,d 19,009^22. And the los^ to the consumers of ardent spirits, 
and to the community, in thirty years, would, according to the fore- 
going estimate, be $2,832,750,000, which is $313,740,778 more 
Sian the value of all the houses and laud in the United States ; thus 
exliibiting to the world the awful spectacle of a people losing, by the 
use of strong drink, in thirty years, $313,740,778 more than the 
value of their whole xsoujitry. And all for what ? To gratify an 
artificial and destructive appetite, which men do not need, and 
which they had better be without ; which God does ijot^ve them, 
but which they, by their own voluntary and wicked oonouct, form. 
And if the crimes, which are prosecuted annually in the United 
States, are only one fifth as many, in proportion to the population, 
as b die city of New York, and should they not iferease with the 
increase of populadon, they would, in thirty years, amount to 
1,800,000 ; more than 1,000,000 of which must, ^ccopiine to die 
testimony of judges and jurists, be attributed tq me use qf ardent 
spirits. And of the 7,200 murders which will, should the present 
number hot increase, in that time be committed, more than 5000 
of them must be attributed to the sam« cause. And of all the 
deaths which will in that time take place, in the Lnited States, 
more than 900,000 must be considered, according to the testimony 
of the most distinguished physicians, as occasioned by strong drink7 
Or, if we take the number who are killed by it in Philadelphia, as 
stated by a committee of the College of Physicians, as the average 
pixiportion,* being in that city seven hundred in a year, it would 
make more than 1,500,000. In one place, of only 600O inhaby 
itants, the chief magistrate, being himself an emment physician, |ri^ 
formed our Secretary, that twenty-eight in that place were killed bj 
strong drmk in one year. This would make, in thirty years, eight 
hundred and forty. And if eight hundred and forty would be killed 
in a poplation of 6000, how many would be killed, in that time, 
among 12,000,000? The proportion would be 1,680,000: while 
the use of this poison, without ^iffi>rding the least benefit, would 
gready increase the diseases, lessen the reason, and diminish the 
happiness of all who used it; and, upon an average, would shorten 
their lives probably at least five years. And if drunkards, upon an 
average, shorten life only ten years, and temperate drinkers five, 
and tiiere are only four sober drinkers to one drunkard, it would 
cause a loss m the United States, in thirty years, of 32,400,000 
years of human probation and. of active usefulness ; in a world, too, 
in which every noble and benevolent deed might model the charac- 
ter, and tell on the destinies of men, for eternity. Amazing loss ! 
And wh^BLwe consider the effect of this poison, in deteriorating the 
character, VBnding die understanding, searing the conscience, and 
4 
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hardening the heart ; when we see it tend to hinder the success of 
the gospel, and prevent the efficacy of all the means of grace ; and 
to perpetuate and accumulate its deleterious mfluence oyer all 
future generations of men, — the evils become overwhelming. 

And yet, by abstainmg from their cause, these evils may be done 
away ; without injury to any, and greatly to the benefit of all. And 
as more than a thousand among the most intelligent physicians on 
the globe, have certified, that men in health do not n^ed ardent 
spirit, and cannot, without injury, use it ; and as the correctness of 
this opinion is proved abundantly by facts, in the experience of 
hundreds of thousands of all ages and conditions, and in all kinds 
of business, — the conviction is extending and deepening, and tend- 
ing to become universal, that no person can continue to use it,, or 
be accessory to the use of it by others, without, if acquainted with 
the subject, the accumulation of awful and overwhelming guilt. 

This conviction is manifested by the increasing numbers who 
are voluntarily withdrawing from all connection with this abomina- 
tion, and pledging themselves to use all suitable means to persuade 
all others to do the same. 

Fifteen Temperance Societies, on the plan of abstinence, were, 
the past year, formed in the city of Baltimore, embracing more 
than 2000 members. A State Society was also formed in Mary- 
land, in Delaware, and in seven other states. Eleven had been 
formed before, making, in all, at the present time, eighteen State 
Societies. There is one in each state, except Maine, Rhode 
Island,* Alabama, Louisiana, Illinois, and Missouri. And it is 
hoped, that a State Society wQl soon be formed in evety state in 
the Union* And should each State Society, as is earnestly desired 
by this Society, employ an agent, and take \he direction of this 
. cause within their own limits, and temperate men do their duty, a 
Temperance Society may soon be formed in eveiy county, town 
and village in the country. 

On the first of May, 1831, there were reported 140 Societies 
in Maiiie, 96 in New Hampshire, 132 in Vermont, 209 in Massa- 
chuse^, 21 in Rhode Island, 202 in Connecticut, 727 in NiBW 
York, 61 in New Jersey, 124 in Pennsylvania, 5 in Delaware, 38 in 
s Maryland, 10 in the District of Columbia, 113 in Virginia, 31 in 
North Carolina, 16 in South Carolina, 60 in Georgia, 1 in Florida, 
10 in Alabama, 19 in Mississippi, 3 in Louisiana, 15 in Tennessee, 
23 in Kentucky, 1.04 in Ohio, 25 in Indiana, 12 in Illinois, 4 in 
Missouri, and 13 in Michigan Territory ; making, m all, more than 
2200, and embracing more than 1 70,000 members. These membiers 
have been constantly increasing, and have, in many cases, been 

* A State Society has since been formed in Rhode Island, making at thepres 
ent time, 19 State Societies. 
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more than doubled since tbey were reported. There are also 
numerous Societies which have been formed, and some of them 
embracbg large districts of country, not contained in the above list, 
and from which no returns have been received. The number be- 
longing to Societies which are not reported, in the state of New 
York, are supposed, by the Committee of the State Society, to 
amount to more Uian 30,000. In other states from which the 
returns have been less general and complete, the number, in pro- 
portion, is still greater. In Kentucky, in which but 23 haVe been 
reported to us, containing only about IGOO members, a correspond- 
ent writes, that they have, in his opinion, nearly 100 Societies, and 
not much short of 15,000 members. So it may be in other states, 
and from the best information which has been obtamed, the Com* 
mttee conclude that there are now formed, in the United States^ on 
the plan of abstinence from the use of ardent spirit, more dian 
3000 Temperance Societies, containing more than 300,000 mem- 
bers. 

From the influence of these Societies, and other causfes, 300,000 
more may have adopted the plan of not using it, or furnishing it 
for the use- of others. Connected with these 600,000, of children 
and persons in their employment, and under their control, may 
be as many more. And thus 1 ,200,000 may already have been 
brought under the influence, and may now be experiencing the 
benefit, of the Temperance Reformation. Among these, should 
they continue to refiwi from intoxicating drink, there will never be 
a drunkard : whereas, had they continued in habits which prevailed 
five years ago, 50,000 of them might have come to the drunkard's 
grave. , , 

So that, should this reform now be merely stationary, and make 
no fiirther progress, it may have saved 50,000 from the drunkard's 
doom ; and how many it would save of their children, and children's 
children, none but Gk)d can determine. 

In one case, as our Secretary was informed, a father adopted 
the plan of using a litde ardent spirit every day. He was never 
intoxicated, and never thought to be in the least intemperate. 
He only took a little, s^ very little, because he thought thit it did 
him good. For the same reason, his children took a little, daily ; 
and so did thek children. And now, no less than 40 of his de- 
scendants are drunkards, or in the drunkard's grave. 

Another man adopted a dififerent plan ; he would not use ardent 
spirit ; he would not purchase it ; nor would he sufier it to enter 
his house. He taught his children to treat it as a poison, a mortal 
poison ; and they taught their children. And now, there is not a 
drunkard among them ; nor has one of his descendants ever 
come to the drunkard's grave. Lone, long may it be, before any 
one ever shall. And when, the long Imes of descendants of these 
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two rnen, through all future s^es, shall rise up heSone them, and 
hr?C>rf! the universe, in the blazing light of eternity, who can e»- 
tifimte the difierence of results, of the diBferent courses adopted 
anil pursued by their progenitors ? None but He, who seeth the 
titid trorri the beginning, and to whom tliey have bo^ now gone to 
render tlieir account. 

If mjch may be the difference of result from a single individual 
ailoptinf^ the plan of abstinence, from what it might have beoi, had 
he adopted the plan of moderate drinking, and in two generations, 
wh) can estimate the difference, from the plan of abstinence having 
been ado^iied by 1 ,200,000, — 50,000 of whom might have been 
drunkards, and 1,150,000 habitual drinkers, — down through all 
future gencratirms to the end of the world — ^and onward to eternity •• 
And here let it not be forgotten, that more tlian 3000 of those who 
now alistain, actually were drunkards ; who, should they continiy* 
their present course, will have been saved with ^ great salva- 
limi. And this might liave been the case with more than 6000 
cHlii;rM, wlio are drunkards still. They ceased to use strong drink 
(or a time, and were sober men. Such they might have been now ; 
and not only sober men, but respectable men, a comfort and a 
blessing U> all around them; )iad not some sober drinker, or some 
retaihir,— whoso name, were it to number the evils which he has oc^ 
casioned, would bo Ixjgbn, for they are many,— enticed them to 
ftp back, and perish. 

'^Po n respectable stranger, in a province of a neighboring kingdom, 
our S(5erc!tary handed a temperance tract, and said, ^^ Sir, the man 
wiio wrote tliat tract was once a drunkard." , "And so," said the 
stranger, with tearful emotion, " was the man who now holds it."^ 
But he is not a drunkard now. No ; he adopted the plan of absti- 
nence ; has since, it is believed, chosen that good part which shall 
not be taken from him ; and is shedding on a wide circle of ac- 

Juaintance the lifegiving and purifying influence of a consistent^ 
Christian example. He is a warm advocate, and active promoter 
of the temperance cause ; and through his influence, and that of 
others, there is reason to hope that it will spread through the 
province; 

A respectable merchant, in one of our principal cities, said, "I 
shall have reason to remember the Temperance Cause as long as 1 
live. Had it not been for that, I, before now, should have been 
a drunkard." On relating this fact to a merchant, m another city, 
" And so," said he, " should LI was on the brink of ruin ; but it 
saved me." And the grace of God came in, and he, it is belieyed, 
was doubly saved. " Yes," said he, with grateful emphasis, as he 
looked on his wife and children, " and I will give a hundred dollars 
a year, to spread the Temperance Reformation through ibe 
ooimtrv." 
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And who, that has a hundred dollars of the Lord's property, and 
can, consistently with duty, will not ^ve it, to spread the Temper- 
ance Reform diroughout our country, and throughout the world ? 
In what possible way can that amount, annually, firom one hundred 
men, to whom the Lord has committed property, with the inscrip- 
tion " Occupy till I come," do more good to the temporal and eter- 
nal interests of men ? 

Suppose the Americarf Temperance Society has, within the last 
five years, expended $10,000, and other Societies and individuals 
have expended, in this cause, as much more ; in what way did 
$20,000 ever do more good ? In what way was $20,000 ever 
more productive in the accumulation of property ? or, what is better, 
in the saving of property, character, health, reason, lives and souls 
of men? 

In the county of Baltimore, in Maryland, out of 1134 paupers, 
admitted to the alms-house fix)m May, 1829, to May, 1830, 1059 
were brought there by intemperance ; viz. of temperate adults, 24 ; 
of adults whose habits were not known, 24 ; children of temperate 
parents, 13 ; children of parents whose habits were not known, 14 ; 
children of intemperate parents, 115 ; and intemperate adults, 944 : 
total of temperate adults, and persons whose habits were not known, 
and their children, 75 ; and of intemperate adults and their children, 
1059. 

In the county of Cumberland, Pennsylvania, of 60 paupers, 48 
were made such by intemperance. Aid in the county of Oneida, 
New York, out of 253, 246 were made paupers in the same way. 

" According to a Report of the superintendents of the Wash* 
ington county (N. Y.) poor-house, out of 322 persons received intc 
that house since its establishment, 290 were sent there in conse- 
quence of their own intemperance, or that of others. ' 

"According to a statement made by Col. Hoffman, nineteen 
twentieths of the inmates of the Montgomery county (N. Y.) poor- 
house, owe their situation to intemperance." 

And the superintendent of the Albany sJms-house states, that, 
were it not for the use of strong drink, that establishment would be 
tenantiess. And substantially so it would be throughout this coun- 
try; and in proportion as the Temperance Reform has prevailed, 
alms-houses have become tenantiess, and crimes been done away. 

The solicitor general, at the sitting of the Supreme Court, in 
the county of Hampden, Massachusetts, remarked, that he found 
but one indictment lor crime in the county of Worcester ; but one 
in the county of Hampshire ; and but three in the county of Hamp- 
den ; and that, in all parts of the state, the indictments for crimes 
had surprisingly diminished within two years. And he could 
ascribe this change in favor of virtue and good order, to no other 
cause than the influence of Temperance Societies, and the great 
4* 6 
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change, which they had been the means of effiicting with regard to 
the use of strong drink. 

^'The keeper of th^ Ogdensburg (N. Y.) jail states, that sevens 
eighths of the criminals, and three fourths of th^ debtors, imprisoned 
there, are intemperate persons. 

" Of the first 690 children sent to the New YcMrk house of 
refuge after its establishment, 401 were known to be ■ children of 
intemperate parents. 

" In two districts in Upper Canada, 38 out of 44 inquests held 
by the coroners, were, in cases of death, caused by intemperance. 

" The keeper of the Ohio penitentiary, in his Report to the Leg- 
islature of that state, Dec. 1829, says, that, of the 134 prisoners 
under his care, 36 only claimed to be temperate men. 

" The sheriff of Washmgton county, Pa., stated, last year, that, 
out of 24 conrniittak, 21 were caused by intemperance. 

" In Liitchfield county, Ct., the proportion of criminals who are 
intemperate, is 35 out of 39." 

" My belief is," says the chairman of the Committee of the New 
York State Society, " that this state has saved, during the last year, 
in the lessened use of ardent spirits, $6,250,000. And it is entirely 
past all calculation to estimate the great increase of wealth to the 
state in labor, more usefully, and more vigorously applied to every 
department of industry. Aiid since rum has been' dismissed, and 
the mind has recovered its healthful tone, the Spirit of the Lord 
has a power, and has beeniiLt work, in various parts of this state, 
in a wonderful manner ; and all appear to agree, now, that the too 
common use of ardent spirits has been one great cause of kpathy 
on religious subjects." ^ 

The Committee of |he New York State Society estimate the 
savmg, in the cost of spirits alone, at $2,000,000 the last year. 
" But," they say, " our greatest gains torn the Temperance Refor- 
mation are not to be estimated in dollars. They are manifest 
in our improved inorals, and in the^ fresh vigor which is infiised into 
every branch of industry. . They are manifest in the unjexampled 
prosperity which pervades our state, and which all candid observers 
agree in ascribing so largely to the arrest of the desolating tide of 
intemperance. They are manifest, the Christian is sure, in the 
unprecedented attention to religion in all parts of the state ; for 
our greatest enemy to the work of the Holy Spirit on the minds of . 
men, is more than half conquered."* 

Equally conspicuous and salutary is the effect on the health of 
the eonmiiinity. Said a distinguished physician in Massachusetts, 
'^ Since our people have given up th6 use of ardent spirits, the 
amount of sicKness has been diminished about half. And I have 

Apfikdix, K. 
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DO doubt, should the people of the United States renounce the use 
of spirituous liquors, nearly half the diseases of the country would 
be prevented." 

And said another eminent physician, after forty years' extensive 
practice and observation, '^ I have no doubt that half the men, every 
year, who die of fevers, might recover, had it not been for the use 
of spirituous liquors. No one but a ph3rsician knows how power- 
fully all inflammatory diseases are increased, even by what is called 
temperate drinking ; or how fataUy the best remedies in the world 
are counteracted by the same cause. I have seen men who were 
never intoxicated, down twenty days with a . fever, who, had it not 
been for tlie use of ardent spirit, probably would not have been 
confined to the house a day. And I have often seen men stretched 
on a bed of fever, who, to all human appearance, might be raised up 
as well as not, were it not for that state of the system, which daily 
temperate drinking produces ; who now, in spite of all that can be 
done, sink down and die.'^ And the decrease in the bills of mor- 
tality, among those who have renounced the use of strong drink, 
exhibits evidence, that, should this course be adopted by all, the 
number of deaths annually in the country, would be lessened more 
than 50,000. 

And facts, so far as they have been developed, as well as the 
nature of the case, give reason to believe, that the same amount of 
moral means, employed for human benefit, would more than double 
their influence and Uieir benefits ovei the minds and hearts of men. 
The special attention which is now manifested to the ^eat interests 
of the soul, and of eternity, under the influence of the Divine Spirit, 
in fourteen colleges, and more than five hundred towns, in which 
the effects of the Temperance Reformation have been most con- 
spicuous, speaks with a voice that will be heard, and heeded by 
the fiiends of (rod throughout the earth. 

Men who have given up the waters of death, have, in great num- 
bers, under the means which God has appointed and blessed for 
that purpose, passed from death unto life.* Many more have 
beeii saved mm becoming drunkards, and firom the drunkard's 
grave. 

From a town of about 2000 inhabitants, a correspondent writes, 
" We have not a drunkard in the place, except those that were 
such when our Temperance Society was formed, four years ago. 
Not a new drunkard has since been made." Yet, had the people 
of that town contmued in the habits which prevailed five years ago, 
and fiimished new drunkards, in proportion to their population, 
they had made, in four years, not less than 24 new drunkards. 
And if 24 have been saved firom becoming drunkards, among 2000 

* Appbvdix, L. 
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inhabitants, how many may have been saved among 12,000,000? 
The proportion would be 144,000. But it may be said, that 
the Temperance Reformation has not prevailed through the country, 
as it has through that town. This is true. Let us, therefore, take 
another proportion. In that town are nbt over 700 members of the 
Temperance Society j and if 24 have been saved from becoming 
drunkards, by 700 niembers of the Temperance Society, and such 
as act with, them, how many have been saved by 300,000, and 
those who act with tliem? The proportion would be 10,285. 
And the Committee know of no reason to believe that this is more 
than the real number, who, in four years, have been saved from 
becoming drunkards. And if to these we add the 3,000 who were 
drunkards, and who now do not use the drunkard's drink, we have 
13,285 sober men, who would otherwise have been drunkards. 
And the prospect of their comfort and usefulness in this life, and 
their salvation in eternity, is increased, should they continue to 
abstain, a hundred fold. 

And let the Temperance Reformation become as general, and 
as efficacious throughout the country, as it has been in that town, 
and it might save, in 30 years, 1,080,000 jBx)m the drunkard's life, 
die drunkard's death, and the drunkard's eternity. 

It might save, also, multitudes of their children, and children's 
children, through all future ages, from being swept, by that 
burning current, to "the lake of fire, which is the second 
death." « 

And $10,000 a year, judiciously applied, and attended, as past 
efforts have been, hy the blessing of the Most High, might render 
the temperance efforts as efficacious, throughout our country, as 
they have been in that town. In what way, then, tlie Committee 
would ask again, can that amount of property be annually expended 
to greater advantage to the temporal and eternal interests of men ? 

3000 drunkards already reclaimed ; 10,285 sober men kept fi:t)m 
becoming drunkards; 1,200,000 abstaming from the drunkard's 
drink, 50,000 of whom, had they continued to use it, might have 
become drunkards ; and as many more of their children in eve- 
ry future generation; the quantity used by 11,000,000 more 
greatly diminished, and the pauperism, crimes, sickness, insanity 
and death diminished in proportion ; one of the mightiest obstruc- 
tions to the efficacy of the gospel and all the means of grace re- 
moved, and those means jcendered proportionably more efficacious, 
in the moral and spiritual illumination and purification of men ; — 
and all for how much ? $20,000 ; which, if divided among the 
drunkards reclaimed and the sober men, who in five years have been 
saved firom becoming drunkards, would amount to $1,50 to a man ; 
or, if divided among the 1,200,000, who abstain from the use of 
ardent spirit, would be less than two cents to an individual ; while 



FOURTH REPORT. 1831. 45 

the loss to the country by desertioas from the army, of the men who 
used strong drink, was, in tiie same space of time, more than $50 
to a man ; or more than j(342,188, exclusive />f the expenses of the 
courtSHinartial to try them. Is it not cheaper, then, to induce men 
to renounce the use of strong drink, than it is to fiimish it, and 
then take care of them ? 

Facts justify the belief, that should 100 men g^ve 100 dollars 
annually to promote this cause, they may be instrumental in annually 
saving ten thousand lives, and ten million dollars ; and may exert 
an influence in the highest degree salutary to the social, civil, and 
religious interests of men ; which shall be felt in its effects to all 
future generations, and shall tell, in accents of glory, upon the 
destinies of millions to eternity. 

In one town in Maine, containing a population of about 1000, 
a Temperance Society was formed about four years ago. Before 
the formation of that Society, the quantity of ardent spirit used was 
10,000 gallons a year ; and there were 17 retailers licensed to sell it. 
Now, there are none ; and not more than 200 gallons are used in 
the town. Before, tliere were 53 drunkards ; and now, there are 
but 29. 24 have ceased to use strong drink, and are at present 
completely reformed. Should an equal number, in proportion to 
the population throughout the United States, be induced to adopt 
the same course, which, by the use of suitable means, maybe done 
it would amount to 288,000. Yes, 288,000, who ai-e now drunk- 
ards, may be led to abandon the use of that which intoxicates^ and 
who, should they contmue to abstain, will have been saved from 
an awful and overwhelming ruin. 

But to accomplish this, means must be used. Men must not be 
licensed to poison and destroy their fellow men. No sober man, 
especially no professed Christian, must be willing, for the sake of, 
money, thus to become accessory to their temporal and eternal 
ruin. If they are, numbers, who refrain for a time, will afterwards 
go back and perish ; and the guilt of blood will rest on them. 

" Not an individual,'' writes a correspondent from a town in 
Massachusetts, " who was an habitual drunkard when our Temper- 
ance Society was organized, has been permanendy reformed. Num- 
bers broke off the use of ardent spirit, for a time, and some even 
joined the Temperance Society. But they have all gone back, 
every oaeJ*^ 

What was the reason ? Some, who wpre not drunkards, and 
some, too, who professed to be good men, &d who had covenanted, 
before Heaven and earth, to-do good, and good only, as they had 
opportunity, to all men, for a mere pittance of that which will per- 
ish with the using, if it does not eat the soul like fire, would furnish 
these men with the drunkard's drink ; and thus, knowingly, becx>me 
accessory to the drunkard's ruin. 
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From a town in Connecticut a gentleman states, ^' We succeeded 
in forming a large Temperance Society. Several of the drunkards 
ceased to use spirituous liquors. They appeared like new men, and, 
oh ! their families appeared to be in a new world. The change 
was wonderful. But they have, almost all, gone back. And we 
^cannot help it, so long as one of our deacons will sell rum. They 
*say, ' If it is not wrong for the deacon to sell it, it is not wrong for 
us to buy it. He third^s that a little does good, and so do we.' 
And thus they go down to ruin. And, oh ! their families, their 

wretched families ! ^but we cannot help them, so long as the 

deacon will sell rum." 

No ; if deacons, and church members, and sober men, will con- 
tinue, for the sake of money, to sell rum, and make drunkards, and 
thus become their tempters and destroyers, good men, and the 
friends of humanity, cannot help it. Nor can they, but to a small 
extent, furnish relief to their wretched families. Though they go 
with an angel's kindness and with an angel's freeness pour it out 
upon them — the deacon, or the church member, or some other 
retailer of pauperism, crime, sickness, insanity and death, for 25 
cents will throw that whole famfly, for days, into all the agonies, the 
heart-rending, heart-breaking agonies, of having a drunken and an 
infuriated maniac for a husband and a father. Yes, for 25 cents, 
he will hear the scream of the children, and see them run away 
and hide, and hear the groans of her who cannot get away ;. and 
though she comes, when the storm is over, and beseeches him, 
with tears, not to sell her husband the madman's poison, for she 
and her children — and her tongue falters as she «ays children — 
cannot endure it ; yet, for 25 cents, he will sell it yet again and 
again, — ^till, as was the case in one instance, the husband and the 
fether went home from the deacon's store, and, under the influence 
of what the deacon had given him, murdered his wife. She will 
never again beseech him, for her children's sake, and the Savior's 
sake, not to sell , her husband rum. No ; she will not complain, 
nor will she beseech him any more. But his own children may do 
both. One of them, on hearing of this murder, and the circum- 
stances, said, " Father, do you not think, that, in the day of judg- 
ment, you will have to answer for that murder ?" And must not 
conscience, when awakened, echo, " Murder l-^-J\Iurder /" Why i 
Did he murder that woman ? No ; but he gave her husband thai 
which excited him to do it ; when he knew, from the testimony of 
judges and jurists, that it caused more than three fourths of all the 
murders in the United States. And why did he do it? For 
money. How much ? A sum so great that a man could not with 
stand it? No ; for less than 25 cents. Yes, for less tlian 25 cents 
those children were made orphans ; and their father, when our 
agent passed through that part of the country, was in prison to be 
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tried for his life, for murdering their mother. And all his excuse 
was, he was excited to do it by what he received from the deacon. 
No wonder his child should beseech him to give up the traffic, 
and warn him, with tears, that, if he did not do it, he wopld be, at 
the day of judgment, stained with the guilt of blood. 

It is an established principle of law, for the violation of whicl| 
men have been hanged, that the accessory and the principal, ia" 
the commission of crime, are both guilty. . If this principle is 
correct, and applies to divine as well as human law, and the 
drunkard cannot enter heaven, what will be the condition of him 
who is accessory to the making of drunkards ? who furnishes the 
materials, and, for the sake of gain, sends them out, to all who will 
purchase them, when he knows the nature and efifects of this em- 
ployment ? Can he enter heaven ? 

The Committee do not ask these questions concemmg those who 
were engaged in this traffic when its nature and ej^ts were not 
known, and when it was supposed to ,be consistent with the Chris- 
tian religion ; but only concerning those, who, since its nature and 
consequences are known, and known to be ruinous to the ten^ral 
and eternal interests of men, still continue it. And they do not 
make such inquiries concerning them, but with the kindest feelings, 
both toward them and the community. 

But when it is known that more than two murders in a week, 
upon an average, are comrtdtted in the United States, through the 
influence of ardent spirit, and that moie than 500 persons in a 
week are killed by the use of it, they cannot but present this sub- 
ject, kindly and plainly, to the consideration of all sober men. 

Said a man, who, in those days of ignorance which have now 
gone by, was engaged in this traffic, " I have no more doubt that 
1 have killed a hundred men, than if I had taken a gun and shot 
them, and saw every one of them fall dead at my feet." 

Said another merchant, as he read a temperance tract, which our 
Secretary handed him, — and the tears rolled plentifully down' his 
cheeks, — " I never thought of: it; I have been selling ardent spirit 
for many years. I don't know about this making drunkards. I 
am pretty much lik6 the hearers of Paul, almost persuaded ;", 
meaning that he was almost persuaded to abandon the traffic as an 
immord, and a wicked, destructive business. He went to a tem- 
perance meeting- — ^the first he had ever attended — and then to 
another ; and said he, " It is now settled. I will never purchase 
any more ardent spirit to sell. I could make several himdred 
dollars a year by the sale of it ; but what would that be ? Should 
I continue to scatter the estates of my neighbors, make wives 
widows, and children orphans, I should expect my own chDdren 
would become orphans, and their wives . be widows, as God visits 
the iniquities of the fathers upon the children to the third and 
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faorth geoeratioD.* If you will take some money, and send me a 

piBtcel of those little books — ^I know all the merchants for a hundred 

^ miles up the river — ^they have, many of them, purchased their rum 

, . ■- ' <if me, — ^I will take a journey, and get them to give up die traffic." 

T" ,. ■ . . The litde books have been sent to him, and the result of his labors 

eternity will disclose. As he was returning fix)m the temperance 

meeting, he met one of his old customers, who had come nearly 

a hundred miles to purchase goods, of which rum had alwa3rs 

formed a part. And he said to him, who had also been at the 

. temperance meetmg, " What do you think of it ?" " What !" said 

he ; "I think that the man who will continue to sell rum, is worse 

than a drunkard. The drunkard kills himself, and ruins his &mily ; 

but the man who sells rum, makes drunkards by hundreds. And 

though I intended, when I left home, to buy it, I have concluded 

to purchase the rest of my goods, and leave the rum behind." 

And why should he not leave it behind ? Is it not certain that the 

mjury which the use of it would occasion to others, would be 

greater than the benefit of the avails to him ? And has any one a 

right to benefit himself by the destruction of his fellow men ? 

There is a great principle of the divine government, which is 
brought to view in the Scriptures, and \vhich applies strongly 
to this case. If an Israelite had a beast which was dangerous, 
but the owner did not know it, and that beast killed a man, the 
beast, by divine direction, must be slain ; his flesh must not be 
eaten; the owner must lose the whole, as a testimony to the 
sacredness of human life ; and as a warning to all, not to do any 
thing, or connive at any thing, which should tend to destroy it. 
But as the owner did not know that his beast was dangerous, he was 
not otherwise to be punished. 

But if it had been testified to the owner, that the beast was dan- 
gerous, and he did not keep him in, but sufiered him to go abroad, 
and he killed a man, both the beast and his owner were, by God's 
direction, to be put to death. The man was held responsible for 
the mischief which the beast might do. 

Although we are not required, or permitted, now, to execute this 
law, as they were when God himself was Judge, yet the reason of 
this law remains. It is founded in justice, is eternal, and the spirit 
of it wfll be enforced at the divine tribunal. 

There was a time when the dangerous and destructive qualitiel^ 
of ardent spirits were not generally known to the owners. Though 
they killed hundreds and thousands, the owners would not, by the 
above rule, be held responsible. But now they are known. Phy- 
sicians of the first eminence, and in great numbers, with a unanimity 
almost unparalleled, have testified that ardent spirit is dangerous 
and destructive ; that men in health cannot use it without injury ; 

* Appendii, M. 
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that it induces and a^ravates disease, impairs reason, and shortitoi/^'^5 '^ " ' 
life, and that multitudes are killed by it every year.* • f*^^'--. 

Jurists, too, of distinguished character, and judges, in great nuni«' ^sijP' . 
bers, have testified, that this liquor occasions a great majority cf^^f^'-Ji^ ^\. 
all the crimes which are committed. One says, " Of eleven mur-^/; 'l&^i 
ders tried by me, all, except one, were occasioned by strong drink.'^ '^ * ^'^ 
Another says, " Of eleven murders tried by me, all Vere occasioned .. ' ' 

by intemperance." Another §ays, ." Of twenty murders prosecuted * . ^ 
by me, all were occasioned by spirituous liquors." And another ^ 
says, " Of more than two hundc^d murders conomitted in the United , ' .■: 
States in a year, nearly all have their origin in drinking." "^ 

These facts, and many others, which might be multiplied to an 
almost indefinite extent, are now known ; and they are known to 
the owners of ardent spirit. It is known, too, that hundreds of 
thousands have ceased to use this liquor, and that their health and 
Comfort, and those of their families, have been gready improved ; 
that the amount and severity of sickness have lessened, and tlie 
number of paupers, crimes and deaths been diminished. It is ^ 
known that, while men continue to use this liquor, intemperance 
can never be prevented, and its evils never be done away. It is 
known, too, that it t^nds, when used even moderately, to hmder the 
efficacy of the goapel and prevent the salvation of men, and thus 
to ruin them, not for time only, but for eternity. All this is known, 
and known to the owners of ardent spirit. And if they, notwith- 
standing this, not only suffer it to go abroad, but sell it to all who 
will buy ; send it out, and spread it through the community ; let 
them know, let it be told, and let it echo tlirough creation, that they, 
hy Jehovah, will be held responsible, at his tribunal, for its efiects. 
To the pauperism, crimes, and wretchedness, the sickness, insanity, 
and deaths, which it occaaons, and to the ruin, temporal and eter-^ 
nal, they ^e knowingly and voluntarily accessory. A^d of all 
the obstructions which the jfriends of temperance now meet with, 
which stand in the way, and hmder the progress of that mighty 
movement which God has awakened, and which takes hold on the 
destinies of unborn millions for eternity, these men, — ^yes, the men 
who traffic in ardent spirit, — present the greatest. 

And if this movement is ever to stop, and that deluge of fire 
again roll, unobstructed, through the lengdi and breadth of this land, 
scorching and withering, consuming and annihilating, all that is fair, 
and lovely, and excellent, and glorious in possession and in prospect, 
these men- — the men who continue to traffic in ardent spirit — ^are 
to bear a vast and ever-growing portion of the odium, the guilt, and 
the retribution, of this tremendous ruin. They not only sin them- 
selves, but they tempt others to sm. They stand at the fountain of 
, death, and open streams which may roll onwards, after they are 
dead, and sweep multitudes ta the world of wo. 

o 7 * Appendix, N. 
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But we do not believe, and we shall not admit, till we behold n, 
diat this mighty movement; which God has commmiced, and hith- 
erto carried forward with a rapidity, and to an extent, altogether 
unexampled in the history of man, and which is now spoken of, in 
both hemispheres, as one of the wonders of the world, is ever to 
stop, till the use of ardent spirit, and the traffic in it, as an article 
of luxury or diet, is abandoned by every good man in our country. 
We cannot believe, that any good man, or any man that expects to 
render an account for the influence which he exerts on the world, 
when he sees what he is doing, will consent, for the sake of money, 
to be actively instrumental in destroying the bodies and souls of 
men. We cannot believe that, for die sake of money, good men 
will consent, when they know what they do, to deal out the cause 
of pauperism and crime, sickness, insanity and death ; to raise a 
barrier against the influences of the Holy Spirit, and help the 
great adversary to people the world of wo. Even should human 
governments continue to license such a business, we cannot belieVe 
that good men, or any men who regard the welfare of their 
fellow men, will continue to consent to take out such a license, or 
to use it, for all the wealth of the world. That light and love 
which" have already led more than 1,000,000 to give up the use of 
ardent spirit, and more than 3000, who were engaged in the traffic, 
to renounce it, will, we trust, if kindly, universally and perseveringly 
difiused, and attended, as they have been, by the mighty power of 
Him who worketh all in all, lead all good men to do the same. 

More than 1000 distilleries have already been stopped ; and the 
owners of many would not again open them for the wealth of cre- 
ation. In one town, in which were 16 of these fountains of death, 
there are now but 3; and those, it is beKeved, furnish a less 
quantity of the poison, destroy a less number of lives, and ruin 
fewer souls than they did when the whole were in operation. One 
brass-founder states, that he has bought 30 stills, and sold but one. 
In many towns, this destroyer is not even sold. Among more than 
100,000 people, none, except keepers of public houses, have license 
o sell it ; and from more than 100 public houses it is excluded. 
The owners will not consent, for the sake of money, tp poison even 
the traveler ; and he finds, often to his amazement, that he can be 
received cheerfully, treated politely, and refreshed abundandy, by 
those who furnish nothing adapted to destroy him. • And why, 
should these and similar facts be made known to all, and the Holy 
Spirit incline them to do their duty, may we not expect this to be 
the case, throughout our land, and throughout the world. 

Many churches, now, do not believe that any man among them, 
while he continues, for the sake of money, to ruin his fellow men, 
by furnishing them with ardent spirit, can give credible evidence^! 
that he is a good man. And why, should the true light continue to 
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shine, and become imiversal, must not thb be the conviction of aD. 
Some churches have expressed this by vote, and thus assisted to 
awaken public attention, and correct public sentiment, on this sub- 
ject. (>thers, that act upon it, do not think it needfiil to express * 
by vote their conviction, that the man, among them, who does this, 
cannot give credible evidence that he is a good man, any more than 
they do, that the man who keeps a gambling house, a house of ill fame, 
or who engages in the slave-trade, cannot, while he continues this, 
eive credible evidence that he is a good man. The thing speaks for 
Itself. It is, in their view, an immorality ; and they treat it as an 
immorality. 

During the past year, a number of publications, on this subject, 
have been issued from the press. 

A benevolent individual offered a premium of $250 for the best 
essay on the following questions, viz. : — " h it consistent toith a 
profession of the Christian religion^ for persons to use, as an article 
of luxury or of livings distilled liquors, or to traMc in them ? And 
is it consistent toith duty for the churches of (Jhrist to admit those 
as members who continue to do this ?" 

More than 40 manuscripts were presented ; and some from most 
of the Northern and Middle States. Only one attempted to sup- 
port the affirmative of the above questions. The one to which the 
fremium was awarded, was written by Rev. Moses Stuart, Associate 
*rofessor of Sacred literature, in the Theological Seminary, 
Andover, Massachusetts. It has since been published. Two 
others on the same subject, one by Rev. Austin Dickinson of New 
York, and one by Rev. Joseph Harvey of Connecticut, have also 
been published; and they are all now receiving an extensive circu- 
lation. Others, it is expected, will soon be published ; and it is hoped 
that the attentiwi of all philanthropists and Christians will be di- 
rected to this subject, till no- professed friend of (Jod or man shall 
be found engaged in this nefarious traffic in our land.* Then will 
the light of die moon be as the light of the sun, the light of the sun 
be seven fold, and the light of truth and love, beaming vrith celes- 
tial radiance, will eclipse them. 

Nor will its benign and heavenly influence be confined to this 
country ; but will shine with equal, and perhaps with greater bright- 
ness, on the inhabitants of other lands. In Ireland, and Scotl&d, 
and England, the cause is extending with a rapidity which aston- 
ishes even its most active promoters. The British government has 
ceased to furnish ardent spirit, or wine, to their armies throughout 
the provinces ; and allow a penny a diiy> as a substitute, to every 

*• Boldier. The Chancellor of the Exchequer, in a debate on petitions 
_ from the friends of temperance, declared, in Parliament, that, 

'• sso far from gov^nment desiring to promote the consumption of 

•Afpekdk, O. 
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qniitSy ibey would rather see the pec^e refrain from them aho- 
gedier.* 

From Switzerland ap|£cation has been made for our Constitu- 
tion. Reports, and all tbs temperance publicatioDS of this country. 

The Secretary of the Roral Patriodc Society of Sweden, in a 
letter dated Stockhokn, 28t'h of May, 1830, says, '^By foseign 
Journals received here, it appears that Temperance Societies have 
been formed in the Free States o[ North Ammca. The results ob- 
tained by those Societies, if the accounts we have received be not 
exa^erated, are so surprising, that they have attracted the particu- 
lar notice of the Royal Swedish Patriotic Society, and created a 
desire of becoming acquainted with their organization and mode 
'4^. of proceeding. It is for this purpose that, in my capacity of Secre- 
tary of the said Society, I have to solicit your procuring and com- 
' mimicating all the infcMination in your power to obtain respect- 
ing the North American Temperance Societies, which, it is said 
publish a Journal, gi^u^ ^^ account of their proceedings and pro- 
gressive attainments. Should this publication contain information 
applicable to other nations, as well as America, sufficiently inter- 
esting to be subscribed for by the Royal Society, you will oblige 
us by sending what has b^n published, the expense of which 
diall be satisfied." 

The Journal of Humanity, and various other temperance publica- 
tions, have been sent to the Royal Patriotic Society ; and from later 
communications, it appears that Temperance Societies have already 
been formed at Stockholm, Gottenburgh and Tonkiopmg, are ex- 
erting a powerful influence, and, it is expected, will extend through 
the country. 

They have also been formed m great numbers, and are now 
exerting a mighty influrace, in the islands of the South Sea. Nu- 
merous villages, whose inhabitants, a few years ago, were, as a 
body, for days, mtoxicated together, have now not an mdividual 
m them who uses any thing that intoxicates. 

The traffic is denounced as immoral, and prohibited under severe 
penalties, by the government. For selling a smgle botde of 
rum, a man was fined $200, because the sale of this poison tended 
so strongly to ruin his fellow men. And may we not hope, that 
the time is approaching, when the traffic will be viewed and treated 
as a notorious and destructive immorality, over the whole earth. 
In the island of, Oahu is a Society of more than 1000 mem- 
bers, all of whom engage not to use or to traffic in ardent spirits, 
or in any way to furnish the^ for the use of others. 

Measures have al^o been taken to form Temperance Societies in 
Africa ; and there i? reason to expect, that their influence will soon , 
be felt in every country on the globe ; that, wherever the gospel 
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goes, and exerts its legitimate influence over the mind of man, ab- 
stinence from all which intoxicates, and thus wars against the soul, 
will be its sure and mvariable attendant. The Hottentot and 
the Hindoo, the Greenlander and Tahitian, will unite with the 
inhabitants of the Emerald Isle, the Caledonian, European, Asiatic, 
African and American of every name, in ceasmg to dd evil. Then, 
under the means of God's appointment, will they learn to do well. 
The word of the Lord, unobstructed, will run very swifdy ; and, 
pouring with double energy its mighty, all-pervading influence upon 
the whole mass of minds, will be like the rain and the snow that 
come down from heaven, and water the eairth, and cause it to bring 
forth and bud. The frost and the snows of six thousand winters 
will be forever dissolved ; and the spring-time of millennial beauty, ^^ 
and the autumnal fruit of millennial glory, open upon the world. 

But, in order to this, a number of things must be avoided ; and a 
number of other things must be done. 

1. Men must not adopt the opinion, that the Temperance Refor- 
mation is already accomplished ; or that it is so far accomplished, that 
it will go forward of itself; or that any one may now be excused 
from great and persevering eflbrts. There is a tendency with many 
to conclude that the work is already accomplished ; or that so much 
is done, that it will now. go forward to its completion of itself; 
and that its friends may be excused from further eflbrt. But as 
well might a man who had undertaken to sail around the globe, and 
had gone a few miles with a prosperous gale, conclude that the 
voyage was accomplished, or that so much was accomplished, and 
he was now going so finely, that wbd, and tide, and gravitation 
would of themselves accomplish the work, and that he might be 
excused from feirther efibrt, as for a man to adopt this opinion with 
regard to the Temperance Reformation. It is the very opinion 
which the drunkard, who means to continue such, propagates ; and, 
so far as it prevails, it is fatal. The work is not accomplished till 
there is not a drunkard in our land ; and not a sober man, much 
less a Christian, to make his children drunkards. 

The work accomplished! In the city of Boston, with only 
about 60,000 inhabitants, there were, the last year, 690 persons 
licensed by the government to sell this poison.* If each has 
only 10 customers a day, it would make 6,900 who daily use 
it. And if each spends only 10 cents a day, it would amount to 
$251,950 a year. 

In the four cities of Boston, New York, Philadelphia, and Bal- 
timore, containing only about 500,000 inhabitants, more than 
6,000 persons sgre licensed by the gov^mrtient to sell ardent spirit, 
and thusf to be accessory to the ruin of their fellow men. If they have 

* More than 1 to every 22 men, over 21 years of a|re, make it their buflineai 
to induce men to buy. 
5» 
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daily 10 customers each, and they each spend for this poison only 10 
cents, it would be more than $6,000 a day, or more than $2,196,000 
a year. More than 6,000 men — ^more than one in 20 of all the men 
over 21 years of age — are, for a little money, Ucensed to carry on a 
trade which is proved, by a vast accumulation of facts, to be among 
the greatest curses which have come upon the human family ; which 
has caused a loss to the -people of the United States of more than 
$90,000,000 a year; and brought down more than 30,000 persons 
to an untimely grave. And this is continued, after it is proved, by 
the experience of more than a million of persons, that men, in all 
kinds of business, are better without. the use of it; and those who 
profess to be good men are furnishing it to all who will purchase, 
and thus assistmg to perpetuate this mighty ruin down to the end 
of the world. 

No ; the work is not done ! It is only begun. Enough has 
been done to show that it is practicable ; that it ought to be done ; 
and, if temperate men and women do their duty, it will be done. 

But, in the language of a distinguished civilian, " Every thbg, 
now, with regard to temperance, turns on perseverance,'^'* Its friends 
have adopted the right plan,;— kind moral influence, the influence 
of facts, brought home to the bosoms of the people, and enforced 
by their responsibilities to Ood ; and the retribution, not of time 
only, but eternity. " I have just returned," said the man referred 
to, " from a long journey ; ana I did not suppose, two years ago, that 
it was in the power of all the world to produce the change, with 
regard to the use of strong drink, which I have witnessed on this 
journey. And I am now perfectly satisfied, that, if we hold on, the 
cause will be triumphant. But every thing turns on perse- 
verance." 

So say the facts. Wherever sober rafen do then* duty, the cause 
advances. With opposition, or without it, the cause advances. 
The eflforts of friends and foes seem to help it onward. But where 
sober men adopt the opinion, that they have done enough, that the 
work is accomplished ; or that so much is done, that it will now go 
forward of itself; or that others will carry it on without them, — ^the 
cause recedes, death advances, and extending destruction follows. 

2. Men must not be afraid or ashamed to adopt the plan of entire 
abstinence from the use of ardent spirit, and from all. instrumentality 
n the fiimishmg of it for the use of others. Nor must they refuse 
:o let this be known, and to unite with others, in making vigorous 
and persevering eflforts, till all are persuaded to do the same. . 

And one of the most unexceptionable and eflicacious modes of 
doing this, is, by united and visible example, embodied and ex- 
hibited in the formation, and acdve, persevering operation of Tfem- 
perance Societies ; composed of all, both male and female, who do 
not use ardent spirit. 
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Some are ready .to say, " Why should we unite with others ? If 
we only abstain, that is enough." And others contend, that they 
can do more good by not uniting in any Society ; and ask, '^ What 
is the benefit of Temperance Societies?" 

When our fathers and mothers could not drink tea without its 
coming with a little paltry tax upon it, which would endanger the 
welfare of their chil(}ren, the men of '76, and the women too, said, 
" We will not use it." Total abstinence was the doctrine which 
went, like an electric shock, through the land. And not CHily so, 
but they said that they would agree together not to buy, seD, or use 
the detestable thing.* They did. The effect was felt across the 
Atlantic. It is felt throughout this land, down to this day. It will 
be felt in every land, to the end of time. What was the benefit of 
that visible organized union? Union is strength. And organized, 
visible union, is consolidated, permanent, ever-growing strength. 

When armies of oppression were poured in to desolate our coun- 
try, had our fathers said, " We will abstain fi-om it ; we will not 
fight in their armies ; nor will we have any visible, organized union 
among ourselves to oppose them; but will act smgle-handed, each 
one in his own way;" they had taken the very course which their 
enemies had wished. No drunkards advocate the formation and 
active operation of Temperance Societies. And jfrom this fact, 
the firiends of temperance ought to learn much. Twenty men, 
united by visible agreement, will ordinarily exert greater moral in- 
fluence on the community, than a hundred men, with no visible 
organized union. And of all the means which God has blessed, to 
carry forward this great work. Temperance Societies are among the 
- most efficacious. 

The Committee, thei-efore, cannot look upon the efforts of the 
chancellor of the state of New York, and his associates, for the 
formation of a Tempei*ance Society, in each school district of 
the greatest s state in the Union, but with peculiar delight.f Tem- 
perance Societies in 9063 schools, embracing 600,000 children, 
will exert an. influence that will be felt round the globe,, and will 
tell on the destinies of men to endless ages. Some, who are 
afi-aid, and have reason to be, of a sound moral influence, may 
apprehend danger fronfi such combinations; but the Committee 
can see in them only unmingled benefits. And, should they be- 
come universal throughout our country, our country will be saved. 
Three millions of children, abstaining from that fleshly lust, which 
wars agamst the body and the soul, and against all the social, 
civil, and religious interests of men ; and educated, as they may be, 
and brought, through grace, under the influence of that " law 
which is perfect, converting the soul, sure, making wise the simple, 
and which is true and righteous altogether," — can never he enstav" 

* Appekdix, Q. t Appendix, R. 
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ed : nor can they submit to the degradation of making eflbrts for 
the enslavmg of others. That spirit which cries, " CHory to God 
in the highest," breathes, **good will to men." Its motto is, "As 
ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to them." It 
win never enslave^ nor be enslaved. The Son of God makes it 
free, and it must be free indeed. * (ft 

Some refuse to join a Temperance Society, because, they say, 
. " We are temperate already." But should a patriot refuse to join 
with others for the defence of his country, and give as a reason, " I 
am a patriot already," he would cause his patriotism to be some- 
thing more than suspected. 

Should a man in apparent health refuse to unite with others to 
drain off a stagnant pond, that was filling a city with pestilence, and 
give as a reason, that he was in health already, he would give sad 
evidence that his heart, if not his head, was disordered. Were a 
conflagration raging in a city, and should a man refiise to unite with 
others to extinguish the flames because his own house was not on 
fire, he would be likely to excite litde sympathy should Aw house 
be burnt. 

Temperance Societies are designed for temperate men. Their 
object is, to keep all sober, who are so now ; till all drunkards, who 
will not reform, are dead, and the world is free. No persons will 
do good, in Temperance Societies, except those who do not use 
ardent spirit, and who do not furnish it io€ the use of others. The 
fact, therefore, that a man entirely abstains himself, and is in no 
way accessory to the use of ardent spirit by others, instead of being 
a reason why he shoidd not, is the very reason why he should pi^ 
a Temperance Society. No other men will show by practice the 
utility df this course, which must be adopted by all men, or intem- 
perance will never be done away. On the other hand, let roi^ 
cease to use tliat which mtoxicates, and the evil will vanish. And 
the way to accomplish this, is, to show, by visible, united example, 
the practicability and utility of this course. . And to do this is the 
object of Temperance Societies. And no man can join them, and 
act perseveringly, in accordance with their spirit, without doing ex- 
tensive good to his fellow men. And let all sober men do this, and 
Providence will do the rest. Intemperance and all its abominations 
will be speedily done away. If new drunkards are not made, in 
one generation, and that a short one, you may seek them, but you 
cannot find them 5 they will have gone to their own place, and the 
earth be eased of its burden. 

3. Men who understand the nature and efects of ardent spirit, 
and who, with a knowledge of the subject, enter upon, or continue 
in, the business of fiimishing this poison, as an article of luxury 
or diet, to all who will purchase, and. thus assist in perpetuating 
drunkenness, and all its abominations, must be viewed and treated 
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a& sharers io the drunkard's guilt, and as ripening to be partakers 
of the drunkard's plagues. For, in the language of the Committee 
of the New York State Temperance Society, who, by their labors 
in this cause, are rendering themselves the benefactors of the world, 
'^ Dkguise that business as they will, it is still, in its true character, 
thetiusiness of destroying the bodies and souls of men. The vend- 
er and the maker of spirits, in the whole range of them, from the 
pettiest grocer to the most extensive distiller, are fairly chargeable 
not only with supplying the appetite for spirits, but with creating 
that unnatural appetite ; not only with supplying the drunkard with 
the fuel of his vices, but with making the drunkard. 

" In reference to the taxes with which the making and vending 
of spirits loads the community, how uniair towards others is the 
occupation of the maker and vender of them ! A town, for 
instance, contains one hundred drunkards. The profit of making 
these drunkards, is enjoyed by some half a dozen persons. But 
the burden of these drunkards rests upon the whole town. The 
Executive Committee do not suggest that there should be such a 
law ; but they ask whether there would be one law in the whole 

' statute-book, more righteous than that which should require those 
who have the profit of making our drunkards to be burdened with 
the suppOTt of them." 

Suppose that half the persons in a town use no intoxicating 
liquors, and do not fiimish them for the use of others, and are not 
accessory, by example or business, to the making of drunkards ; 
how exceedmgly unjust and oppressive, that they should be taxed 

^r the support of them ! — that men should be licensed to tempt 
their children to become drunkards ; to excite them to the com- 
iion of crimes ; and, for the sake of gain, without benefit, and 
itly to the imury of the community, increase the danger of 
their tempohd an eternal ruin ! What can be more just, than that 
the men- who cause such evils, should themselves bear the burden 
of them ? 

J And should the men who sell ardent spirit have to bear not only 
ihe burden of supporting all the paupers which they make, but to 
bear the loss of property, the loss of character, the Joss of reputation 
and domestic comfort which they occasion ; and to bear also the 
loss of health, the loss of reason, the loss of life, and the loss of 
soul, to whidii th^, are knowingly and voluntarily instrumental ; 
and all this, in ' righteousness, as a punishment for being accessory 
to the brin^g of these evils upon others ; — ^would they not find their 
burden to be inexpressibly great ? and be ready, like another, 
when punished justly, to cry, " My punishment is greater than I 

• can bear ?" And if die killing of one man justly brought upon its 
author such fearful and overwhelming retribution, who can bear 
(be indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish, of continuing to 

8 
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be knowingly and voluntarily accessory to the killing of those hun- 
dreds of ttK>usands who are brought to an unliEaely grave by 
ardent spirit. 

And as the authors and accessories of this mighty ruin live 
under a righteous moral government, by which every thing that is 
now covered vniH ere long be revealed, and which will render to 
every man according to his work, — does not humanity, patriotism, 
conscience, religion, and every thing dear for this life, and the life 
to come, urge them, without delay, whatever it may cost them, to 
abandon this work of death forever. 

" But," says one, " if I do not sell ardent spirit, I must change 
my business." If so, the Ck)mmittee would say. Change your bu- 
siness ; or it may have been better for you never to have been born. 
You are required to change it, by your own good and that of 
others ; by that law which requires you supremely to regard God, 
and to do good, and good only, as you have opportunity, to all men. 

" But," says another, " if I should do this, I could not support 
Ify family." But it would be a libel on the character of God to 
ittippose, that men cannot live under his government, and support 
their families, without continuing to be, knowingly and voluntarily, 
accessory to the ruin of their fellow men. Nine tenths of all the 
families in this country are supported by other kinds of business ; 
and it is Qot true that the other tenth cannot be supported. 

" Buty.if I do not sell, other people will." It may be true, that 
other pt^ld will traffic in human flesh and blood, if you do not ; 
that they will steal, rob, and commit murder, if you do not. But 
that |rill not lessen the intensi^ and awfiilness of your retributionir ) 
if you do. No more will it, if you continue knowingly, by the sale 
. of ardent spirit, to ruin your fellow men. You may be prevented, 
by this, from seejpg its crimmality, but you wiU jaot be preveni^ 
mm feeing its r^bution. This you cannot esd||>e, but by aban- 
doning the business, and using all suitable means to lead all others 
to do the same. 

Do this, and you escape the guilt of its continuance, and others^. ■ 
eaeape its woes. You dry i^, so far as you are concerned, t&8^ 
grand sodrce ^ pauperismj crime, fad wretchedness ; diminish 
exceedmgly the sifckness, insanity aflq^ death ; remove one of the 
greatest dangers, to which our social, civil and religious* institutions 
are expc^ed ; and one df the mightiest obstructions to the efficacy 
of the gospel, and all the means of grace ; yoii renob^ that which, 
with thousands and millions, now hinders the influence of that 
overflowing kindnftss which God has opened upon a guilty world 
through a Savior ; and which, if not obstructed and resisted, would 
illuminate and purify, cheer, bless and save,^from the rising of the ^ 
sun to the going down of the same, with a holy and an everlasting 
salvation. 
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APP£n DIX. 



A. (pr 1.) 



When treated of by medical writers, and arranged according to 
its efl^ts on the human body, distilled spirit is placed in the same 
class, and considered under the same relations, with, henbane, 
deadly night-shade, tobacco, hemlock, opium, and various other 
poisons ; and, in another point of view, as exerting an influence on 
the human system similar to the continued action of the contagion 
of the plague, typhus fever, and small-pox. Discovered at first by 
a Mohammedan alchemist, while torturing the wholesome gifts of a 
beneficent Creator, in search of a universal solvent, by which to 
extract gcdd firom its hidden recesses, and minutest state of df vision^ 
distilled spirit continued, for centuries, to be employed in their myste- 
rious, ana, in general, vain inventions ; and it was not tiU more than 
fifty centuries of the world's history had passed away, that the un- 
happy ingenuity of a Spanish physician, first suggested its use as a 
remedy in disease ; nor till several centuries afterwards, that the 
popular taste established it as a remedy in health. How literally 
It has since, in innumerable instances, in this latter character, realized 
the Italian epitaph, ^^ I was well ; I would be bettei; ; and here I 
am!" [Glas, Temp. Record, vol. i. p. 18.) \ 

Till the reign ot William and Mary, ale had beea the common 
beverage of the laboring classes in England. But no sooner was 
ardent spirit ingrafted in their habits by an act for the encourage- 
ment of distillation, than its employment became so excesshre as to 
call for legislative interference ; and it was not till 1751, that the 
measures of the government were successfiil, in bringing back the 
consumption of ale to its original quantity ; before which, according 
to Smollet, ^^such a shameful degree of profligacy prevailed, that 
the retailers of this poisonous compound (gin) set up painted 
boards in public, inviting the people to be drunk for the small 
expense of a penny ; assuring them that they might be dead drunk 
for twopence, and have straw to Ke on till they recovered, for noth- 

S." From this time till the removal of the restrictions on the 
3 of gin, m 1827, beer continued to be again the favorite drink 
of the English workmen ; but immediately on the nation being again. 
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the second time, exposed, with all its ale-quaffing habits, to the light, 
diffiisive, and agreeable stimulus of distilled spirit, it fell; — ^the 
thirst for the new liquor spreading with the rapidity of lightning, 
and its consumption increasing, in two years, twelve millions of 
gallons. (Do. VoL ii. p. 4.) 

Distilled spirits began to be prepared on the continent of Europe, 
on a large scale, in the commencement, and was first mtroduced 
into this country in the latter end, of the 16th century; and in the 
comparatively short period which has elapsed since, its consump- 
tion has extended in the United Kingdom, to about 40,000,000 
gallons per annum. Tlie earliest notice of its application to the 
purposes of ordinary life, which we have seen, is its exhibition, as 
a supposed preservative from cold and. damp, to the laborers in the 
Hungarian mines; and Cambden mentions it as hav'mg been adopt- 
ed in 1581, for the first time, as a cordial, by the English soldiers 
engaged in assisting the Dutch in the Netherlands. And tcom 
this Ltde cloud, no bigger than a man's hand, has been evolved 
the mighty mass, which is now suspended over our country, and 
pouring its fiery streams into all the currents of public and domestic 
intercourse. (Do. p. 50.) 

It was not tUl the €nd of the 13th century, that spirits of wine, 
impregnated with certain herbs, was introduced into use as a reme- 
dv in the treatment of disease. The first ardent ^spirit known in 
lAirope was made from grapes, and sold as a medicine both in 
Italy and Spain. The Genoese afterwards prepared it fix)m grain, 
and sold it m small bottles, at a very high price, under the name of 
aqua vita, or the wa;ter of life. Down to the 16th century, it 
continued to be kept exclusively by the apothecary, and its use 
restricted to medipine. [Jour, of Hum. vol. ii. p. 145,) 

It appears, however, that as early as the reign of Henry VDI., a 
liquor termed aqua vita, supposed lo have been brandy, was 
known in Ireland ; it being decreed by that monarch, that there be 
but one maker of aqua vita in any borough or town. In 1556, 
an. act of parliament was passed at Drogheda, against distilling it at 
all ; it b^g described, m the language of the act, as '' a drink 
nothing profitable to be daily drunken and used." {Do. p. 149.) 



B. (p. 2.) 

Of 386 persons in the Lunatic Asylum in Dublin, 116 were 
knovm to have been deprived of reason by intemperance, and 
there is reason to belieye that tlus was the case also with many 
others. 



FOURTH RKPOBT. — 1831. — ^APPENDIX. 65 

In four years, firom 1826 to 1829 inclusive, 495 patients were 
admitted mto the Liverpool Lunatic Asylum ; and 257 of them 
were known to have brought on their derangement by drinking; 
and this was supposed to have been the case with many otliers. 

A distinguished medical gentleman, who has had extensive expe- 
rience with regard to this malady, states, that more than one half; 
and probably three fourths, of all the cases of insanity which have 
come under his notice, were occasioned by excessive drinking. In 
the Pauper Lvmatie Asylum in Middlesex, the number of patients 
increased in one year from 825 to between 1100 and 1200; and 
principally by an increase of the use of gin. {Jour. Hum. p. 105.) 

" The comparative sobriety of the French nation is familiar to 
every one ; and Dr. Esquirol states the proportion of the insane 
from inebriety, at one of the asylums in Paris, to amount only to 
about one thirteenth of the whole ; while Dr. Crawford, of the 
Richmond Lunatic Asylum of Dublin, reports the proportion of the 
same description of patients throughout Ireland to be as high as 
one half of the total insane. The prodigious increase of insanity in 
Great Britain — amounting, according to Sir Arthur Haliday, to 
two thirds within the last twenty years — may, with great justice, be 
ascribed, in some degree, to the more general use of spirituous 
liquors within that period ; and this view receives much confirma- 
tion from the melancholy fact, that in Scotland the proportion is 
higher than in either England or Wsdes. In England, it is said to 
amount only to about one insane person in every 1000 of the popu- 
Jation ; in Wales, to one in every 800 ; and in Scotland, to one in 
every 574.'^ {Temp. Rec. No. 2. vol. i. p. 20.) 

Ahd why should this not be the case ? " What," says Dr. Kirk, 
" is the nature of ardent spirits? All of them contain, as their basis, 
alcohol — ^a narcotic stimulant, possessing properties of the kind 
that opium does ; which you know to be o^poison^ — ^with this addi- 
tion, that it is more immediately iiTitating to the tissues of the body 
to which it is applied, than opium is. It mixes witli the food and 
juices of the stomach, and in the act, lime after time, injures the 
coats of that organ. It mixes with the chyle, which is to torm part ' 
of the mass of blood, and is carried with it into the circulation — 
courses through every vessel, and is exhaled at every pore. You 
feel it pollute the respiration of the drunkard, when he blows his 
nauseous breath upon you. The liquor has been absorbed into 
the blood, is circulating through the lungs at every respiration, is 
exhaled from the numerous vessels containing the circulating blood 
of these organs. The vessels of the brain, as well as other parts, 
are loaded with it. I dissected a man who died in a state of in- 
toxication after a debauch. The operation was performed a few 
hours after death. In two of the cavities of the brain, the lateral 
ventricles, was found the usual quantity of limpid fluid. When 
6* 9 
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I 

we smelt it, the odor of whiskey was distmcdy visible ; and when 
we appKed the candle to a portion in a spocm, it actually biimed 
blue — ^the lambent blue flame, characteristic of the poison, playing 
on the surface of the spoon fen- some seconds." ' {Dr, Kirk^s 
Address to the Leven Temperance Society^ p. 6.) 

No wonder it destroys reascMi. It is a poison in the brain. And 
no wonder that those who take even a little of it, have less reason 
than those who take none ; and that those who take it daily are so 
much more exposed, and their children also, to insanity, than those 
who entirely abst?dn from it. 

" The love of strong, drink," says Dr. Peirson, " and the prdneness 
to mania, are, with respect to each other, interchangeable causes." 



C. (p. 9.) 

Should each mdividual in our country adopt the same course, 
the following are some of the advaht;jiges which would result from 
It: — 

1. They would enjoy better health, be able to perform more 
labor, and would live to a greata* age., 

2. TTie evils of intemperance would soon be done away ; jfor all 
who are now intemperate, and continue so, will soon be dead, and 
no others will be found to succeed them. 

3. There will be a saving, every year, of more than thirtymiU 
lions of dollars J wMch are now expended for ardent spirits. There 
will be a saving of more than two thirds of all the expense erf" sup- 
porting the poor, which, in Massachusetts alone, would amount to 
ipore than $600,000 annually. And there would be a savbg of 
ill that idleness and dissipation which intemperance occasions, and 
q( the expense of more than two thirds of all the criminal prosecu- 
tions in tne land. In one of our large cities, in which there were 
1000 prosecutions for icriinesj more than 800 of them were found 
to have sprung from the use of ardent spirits. 

4. There would be a savmg of a vast portion of sickness ; and oi 
the lives, probably, of 30,000 pei:sons every year.^ 

Let these four considerations be added together, and traced in 
their various bearings and consequences upon the temporal and 
eternal welfare of men ; and then let each individual say, whether, 
in view of all the evils connected with the practice of taJcing ardent 
spirit, he can, in the sight of God, be justified in continuing the 
practice. That it is not necessary^ has been frilly proved. IVo 
one thinks it to be necessary, except those who use it. And they 
would ilot think so, if they wpre not m the habit of using it. Let 
any man leave off entirety the use of ai:dent spirit, for only 6ne 
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year, aod he will find bj hb own experience that it is not necessary 
or usefijl. The fathers of New England did not use it, nor did 
their children. They were never, as a body, in the practice of 
taking it. And yet they enjoyed better health, attained to a larger 
stature, and, with fewer comforts of life, performed more labor, en- 
dured more fatigue, and lived, upon an average, to a greater age, 
than any generation of their descendants who have been in the 
practice of taking spirit. As it was not necessary for the fathers 
of New England, it is certain that it is not necessary for their de- 
scendants, or for any portion of our inhabitants. Hundreds of 
healthy, acdve, respectable and useful men, who now do not use it, 
can te^tiiy that it is not nece^ary. And this will be the testimony 
of every one who will only relinquish entirely the use of it. 

It is by the temperate and habitual use of ardent spirit, that tn- 
temipetate appetites are formed. And tlie temperate use of it can- 
not be continued, without, in many cases, lorming intemperate 
appetites ; and after they are formed, multitudes will be destroyed 
by their gratification. 

JVdiural appetites^ such as are implanted m our constitution by 
the. Author oi nature, do not by their gratification increase in their 
demands. What satisfied them years ago, will satisfy them now. 
But artificial appetites, which are formed by the wicked practices 
of men, are constantly increasing in their demands. What satisfied 
them once, will not satisfy them now. And what satisfies them 
now, will not satisfy them in future. They are constantly crying, 
" Gfwc, give.^ And there is not a man, who is in the habitual use 
. of ardent spkits, who is not in danger of dying a drunkard. Be- 
fore he is aware, an intemperate appetite may be formed, the 
gratification of which may prove his temporal and eternal ruin. 
And if the practice should not come to this result with regard to 
himself, it m^y with regard to his children, and children's children. 
It may with regard to his neighbors and their children. It may 
extend its baleful influences far and wide, and transmit them, with 
all their innumerable evils, from generation to generation. 

Can, then, tempenxie, sober men be clear from gttilt, in continuing 
a practice which is costmg annually more than ^30,000,000 ; in- 
creasing more than three-fold the poor rates and the crimes of the 
country ; undermining the health and constitution of its inhabitants ; 
and cutting ofiTannusJly 30,000 lives? 

There is tremendous gmlt somewhere. And it is a truth which 
ought to press with overwhelming force upon the mind of every 
sober man, that a portion of this guilt rests upon every one who, 
with a knowledge of facts, continues the totally unnecessary and 
awfiiUy pemidious practice of taking ardent spirits. Each indi- 
vidual ought, without delay, in view of eternity, to clear himself, 
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and, neither by precept nor example, ever again encourage or even 
connive at this deadly evil. ( TFeU-amducied Farm, pp. 9, 10, 1 1 .) 



D. (p. 9.) 

On the 26tH of June, 181 1, the General Association of Massachu- 
setts appointed Rev. Samuel Worcester, D. D., Rev. Jedediali 
Morse, D.- D., Rev. Abiel Abbot, Jlev. Benjamm Wadsworth, 
Reuben D; Mussey, Mi %D., WilMam Thurston, Esq., Joseph 
Torrey, M. D., and Jerenjiiah Evarts, Esq;, a committee to coope- 
rate with committees of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
church, and the General Association of Connecticut, in devismg 
measures which may have an influence m preventing some of die 
numerous and threatening mischiefs, that are experienced through- 
out our country, from the excessive and intemperate use of spiritu- 
ous liquors. Tliis committee met at difierent times for consultation, 
corresponded on the subject, and, finally, determined to make an 
effi>rt for the formation of a State Society for the Suppression of 
Intemperance. A sub-committee, consisting of Dr. Worcester, 
Dr. Torrey and Mr. Wadsworth, was appointed to prepare a Con- 
stitution. After being presented to the whole committee, and adopted, 
it was presented, by them, to a mote general meeting, in Boston, 
. on the 4th of February; 1813. At' another meeting at the State 
House, on the 6th, tlie Constitution was adopted, and a Society 
formed, called The Massachusetts Society for the Suppres- 
sion OP Intemperance. The object, as expressed in the second 
article of the Constitution, was; " To disamntehance and suppress 
the too free iw6 of ardent spirit, and its kindred vices, profaneness 
and gaming, and to encourage and promote temperance and gene- 
ral morality, '^^ 

For a number of years, this Society languished. Some of its 
■^ members, at length, advocated its dissolution ; and others retired from 
it in despair. In the language of the late Hon. Isaac Parker, Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court of Massachusetts, in a letter dated 
Boston, 26th May, 1829, "Many, seeing no happy results, after 
many years of effi)rt, have retired from the fi§ld indespair. I am one 
of tliis number ; but I now see, and rejoice in it, that, however des- 
perate the distease, it is at last yielding to the powet and skill of the 
great Ehysician above, through the instrumentality of the human 
agents he has employed. The National Society, established here 
a few /years ago (meaning the American Temperance Society), has 
given great decision to the preexisting Massachusetts Society, and 
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both together, with the aid of country and town associations, and 
influential individuals, have been the secondary causes of working 
the greatest moral change which has ever taken place in this com- 
munity." 

The Massachusetts Society still continues its operations, and, 
since it has directed its efforts to the promotion of entire abstinence 
firom the use of ardent spirits, has been productive of much good. 

In February, 1813, the same month b which the Massachusetts 
Society for the Suppression, of Intemperance was formed, the Rev. 
Heman Humphrey, of Fairfield, Connecticut, commenced in the 
Panoplist and Missionary Magazine, a periodical published in Bos- 
ton, edited by Jeremiah Evarts, Esq., a series of six numbers, 
on the causes, progress, cSects, and remedy of intemperance in the 
United States. In the closing part of these numbers, he said, " If 
farmers and mechanics would agree not to drink spirits themselves, 
and not to provide them for their workmen ; if, instead of furnish- 
ing liquor, they would give additional compensation to laborers, fur- 
nishing them, at the same time, with a generous supply of nutritious 
and palatable drinks, — ^a very large advance would be made toward 
banishing the fiery products of the distilleries fi^m the field and the 
shop. And this would be no inconsiderable part of that general 
reformation, which is so loudly called for, with regard to tbe use 
of ardent spirits." 

Though this suggestion was not extensively followed, even by 
those who were laboring for a reformation, yet tne facts which have 
oeen developed since the formation of the American Temperance 
Society, abundantly prove the correctness and importance of the 
above remarks. 



E. (p. 16.) 

The following notices have been extensively circulated, both in 
this country and in Europe. 

'^ These discourses (Dr. Beecher's on Intemperance) were Kjom- 
[)Osed and delivered at Litchfield, in the year 1826. Since that 
time, the American Society for the Promotion of Temperance' has 
been formed, and is now (1827) in successful operation." 

" Temperance Societies took their origin in America, in the fol- 
lowing manner : — ^The Rev. Dr. Beecher, deeply impressed with 
the evils of drunkenness, attacked that \ice bom the pulpit with 
so much vigor as to engage public attention, and to lead to the 
formation of Societies, in many parts of the Union, for its suppres- 
sion." 

By a recurrence to the dates, it will be seen that the impression 
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made by the above notices is not in accordance with the facts. 
Dr. Beecher's sermons had no influence in the formation of the 
American Teipperance Society. It was not then known, by those, 
who formed the American Temperance Society, that those sermons 
had been preached, though, after they were published, in 1827, they 
exerted a powerful and extensive influence m aiding its operations. 



F. (p. 23.) 

" It ought to be mentioned, to the honor of the bar of Berkshire, 
that they have, I believe unanimously, entered itito a compact 
which they stricdy execute, to promote the cause of temperance by 
example and otherwise. They have banished all ardent spirits 
from their houses at home, and their lodgings when ai court, mak- 
ing literally no use of them. They have also discarded the use of 
wine, which, at first, I thought might be carrying the thing too far, 
because extremes generally cause revulsions ; but, upon hearing 
then: reasons, I am satisfied they are right. They do not object to 
wine, as, of itself, used in moderation, hurtfiil ; but the use of it in 
a great meagre destroys the power of exainple, and tends ipuch 
to defeat the efect of any remonstrance they may have occasion 
to- make to those who are destroying themselves and families by 
hard drinking. The poor man, when urged to refi^in, is apt to 
retort, * Why, if we could afibrd to drink wine, as you do, "we 
certainly would not drink rum ; but we must have something, as 
well as you ; and rum is the cheapest thing we can get.' It is 
necessary to show such people that there is jio need of any stim- 
ulants." {Judge ParJcer^s Utter to Dr. Warren.) 



Q. (p. 32.) 



kj'- 



Henry (Juise, of Stark county, Ohioi was, on the 12th of Octo- 
ber, 1830, elected to the oflice of sheriff of the county. His 
election was contested on the ground of his having treated the 
electors with ardent spirits. The foHowing, delivered by Judge 
Hallock, is the decision of the court : — 

" The Court here find, that the said (Juise, on the 12th day of 
October, 1830, it being the day of holding the election in Stark, 
for sheriff, at the tavern of Henry Husser, in the town of Canton, 
in said county, did give, by himself and agent, to divers electors 



FOU&TH REPORT.— r 1831. — ^APPENDIX. 71 

of saia county, between two and three gallons of spirituous Gquors, to 
wit, whiskey, brandy, and nun, with the intent to procure the 
election of said Guise to the office of sheriff of said county ; he, 
then and there, being a candidate for said office, at said election. 

^ l^liereupon the Court do now here adjudge the said election of 
said Guise to said office void ; and the office of sheriff of said 
coun^ vacant." (Pitts, Her.) 



H. (p. 33.) 
Desertions from the Army in seven Years, 

Vaw. Number Cort. Tried bj OoorUhBMftk]. 

1823 668 $58,677 1093 

1824 811 70,398 1175 
1826 803 67,488 1208 

1826 636 54,393 1115 

1827 848 61,344 991 

1828 820 62,137 ' 1476 

1829 1083 96,826 

Total, 5,669 $471,263 7,058 

{Report of the Secretary of War, Feb. 22, 1830.) 

•' Ardent spirit should be discontinued, in the army, as a part of 
die daily rations. I know from observation and experience, when 
in the command of the troops, the pernicious effects arising from 
the practice. of regiilai', daily issues ol whiskey. If the recruit joins 
the service with an unvitiated taste, which is not unfrequeady the 
case, the daily privilege and the uniform example soon induce him to 
taste, and then to drink his allowance. The habit being acquired, 
he, too, soon becomes an habitual toper." {Adjutant Gen. Joneses 
statement.) . 

" The proceedings of courts-martial are alone sufficient to prove 
that the crime of intoxication almost always precedes, and is often 
the immediate cause of desertion. And I am, moreover, convinced, 
that most of the soldiers, who enter the army as sober men, acquire 
habits of intemperance principally by falling into the practice of 
drinking their gill, or half gill, of whiskey, every morning. I have 
known sober recruits, who would often throw away their morning 
allowance, but whose constant intercourse with tipplers would soon 
induce them to taste a littk, and, in time, a little mxyre, until they 
became habitual drunkards. I am therefore decidedly of opinion, 
that the whiskey part of the ration does, slowly, but surebf, lead 
men into those intemperate and viciotis habits, out of which grow 



*... 
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desertions and most other crimes. In support of this opinion, I 
will, only advert to one other document. It is the subjoined extract 
of a letter from one of the most excellent and exemplary officers of 
the army, which contains litde or nothing more than the verbal 
statements which I have received upon the samie subjeict, from 
many other meritorious officers." {Maj\Gen.Gaines^s statement.) 
. tVl have served extensively as the recorder of regimehtal coyrts- 
maartial, and do not hesitate to say, that five put of six cases of the 
lyvnes which are proved before these courts, have restilted from 
intemperance ; and nine years' experience in the army has con- 
*'yinqftd me, that no. inconsiderable proportion of the desertions 
tfCSeuF in consequence of intemperate drinking, either of the desert- 
ers Acmselves, or others ; I sg.y others, because bad treatment 
fropi petty officers, While under the influence of ardent spirits, has 
batWed many to become disgusted with the service, and finally to 
desert. 

'^I have known cases like the following, and think them not un- 
common. A non-commissioned officer, either inebriated or not, 
o{^resses a young soldier, who complains to his commander ; the 
subject is investigated by him ; and the witnesses upon whom the 
complainant relied to sustain his charge, either from fear of the 
displeasure of their non-*co^imissioned officer, or from being bribed 
to hold their peace, by whiskey, "know nothing." The petty 
officer produces his witnesses, bought with spirits, to excdpate 
himself, and perhaps cast blame upon the complainant. The 
accused, thus cleared, is prompted by revenge to render the situa^ 
tion of the soldier as irksome as possible, who, despairing of redress, 
deserts." {lAeut. GaUaghcr^s stcUement,) 



I. (p. 34.) 

iMterfrom Thoilims Sewall, M, D., of Washington, to John C. 

Warren, M. D., of Boston 

' . • ■ •• 

Washiitgton Citt, Dtcemher 29, 1830. 
Dear Sib, 

You will rejoice to learn that the cause of temperance,. for 
which so much has been aGc?(Mnplished at the North, is extending 
its influence over the South and West. For several weeks past, 
the Rev. Dr. Edwards, General Agent of the American Temper- 
ance Society, has been with us, and has given a powerful impulse 
to the subject in this District He has proceeded on the plan of 
addressing the diflerent religious congregations, and, of. forming a 
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Temperance Society in each. He has already constituted several 
on this principle. Last Sabbadi evening, he aelivered a discourse 
to a large and crowded audience, in the Foundery Chapel in this 
city,— embracing the head of tlie War Department, the Major- 
Grener^ of the army, and other distinguished citis^ns and strangers. 
Oa this occasion, he came forth widi an array of facts and wrrai- 
ments altogether overwhelming, to which the audience listene^lbr 
more than an hour with the most intense interest. At the clcw^, of 
the discourse, he proposed tliat a Temperance Society should lie 
formed. A paper was passed through tlie congregation, and in a 
few moments upwards of one hundred names were enrolled ; and, 
what we regard as highly important, no door was left open for tbe 
use of ardent ^irit as a medicine, — na permission to use it when 
indisposed. Tne following is the form of the pledge dvea ^-^ 
^' Believing that the use of ardent spirits is not only needless, but 
hurtful ; that it is the cause of forming intemperate appetites and 
habits ; and that, while it is continued, the evils of intemperance 
cannot be prevented ; we therefore agree that we will not use them, 
that we wOl not provide them as an article of entertainment, and 
that we will, in all suitable ways, discountenance the use of them in 
the community." 

While we are convinced that there is no case in which ardent 
spirit is indispensable, and for which there is not an adequate sub- 
stitute, we are equally assured, that, so long as there is an exception 
allowed, and men are permitted to use it as a medicine, so bng we 
shall have invalids and drinkers among us. Only let our profession 
lake a decided stand upon this point, and intemperance will soon 
vanish from our country. 

Among other cheering indications which present themselves, it 
^ves me pleasure to be enabled to state, tfiat the members of 
Congress generally manifest a deep interest in the cause, and avail 
themselves of every opportunity to procure such publications on 
the subject as are calculated to impart information or excite to 
action, and are disseminating these among their constituents. The 
Secretary of War and the Major General of the army appear fully 
sensible of the evils of intemperance, as known to exist among our 
soldiers, and are ready to adopt every suitable measure to eradicate 
it. An order has afready been issued for suspending the rations 
of ardent spirit to the soldiers, in order that a fair experimrat may 
be made, to ascertain whether its disuse in the armv be not practi- 
cable, — an experiment which, I doubt not, will demonstrate the 
utility of the measure, and constitute a new era in the history of 
military life. 

Very truly, your friend, 

THOMAS SEWALL. 
Dr. Warren. 

7 10 
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Remarks by Dr, Warren* 

The information <x)ntained in Dr. Sewall's letter appears to me 
to be of great importance to the morals and happiness of our coun- 
try. If the heads of departments and members of Congress take 
an mterest in discouraging the use of ardent spirits, the amount of 
misery which will be prevented, must be great beyond calculation. 
— rThe suspension of the rations of spirituous liquors to the army is 
a measure that may be very useful. Its good effects will, I fear, 
be much diminished by the permission to sutlers to sell spirits to 
thp soldiery, under permission of an officer. The consequence of 
this arrangement will be, that some officers will grant this permis 
sbn, while others will refuse it ; and in this way discontent will arise, 
and the most valuable officers in the army become unpopular and 
obnoxious, — ^The way seems to be open for a total prohibition ; and 
certainly an order to this effect would greatly increase the efficiency 
of the army. The opinion of great bodies of physicians^ given in 
the most solemn manner, is unfavorable to the use of spints j and I 
cannot find language strong enough to repeat and impress the fact, 
that these articles do not give strength, but weakness. A momenta- 
ry flush of power may be excited under their first impulse ; but 
this is soon followed by k moral and physical failure of strength, and 
a la'ss of that steady, unyielding courage necessary to the support of 
a regular engagement. 

The necessity of using ardent spirits in medicine is extremely 
limited. Now and then a solitary instance presents itself, in which 
there seems to be some reason for preferring alcohol to other articles. 
In the greater number of cases or disease requiring the use of stim- 
ulant liquids, wme is to be preferred to alcohol ; and the importance 
of this is much less than was thought a few years since. 

In the year 1827, the Mass. Medical Society passed a resolution 
to discourage the use of alcdiol and its preparations in the treatment 
of diseases. Since this was done, the use of brandy as a medicine 
has been greatly diminished ; and the spirituous preparations or 
tinctures are almost banished fi*om the prescriptions of the physi- 
cian, excepting where the quantity employed is so minute as to be 
of no consideration in regard to its alboholic properties. A highly 
respectatble apothecary stated to me that, since the passage of the 
resolution alluded to, the amount of tinctures sold by him bad 
diminished in the proportion of five parts out of six, 

TTie reservation of the use of alcohol for cases of sickness ap- 
pears to be of litde importance in a medical way, and, if it leads to 
practical abuses such a reservation should not be made. 
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Letter from a Gentleman connected toith the Army, 

Jdtuuury, 25, 1831. 

The cause of temperance in the army has for a year or two 
past engaged the attention of some of our best and most enlightened 
men in Congress, and many plans have been devised to remedy an 
evil which all must acknowledge to be great. 

With this intention, perhaps, die Secretary of War has lately 
issued an Order (of which the following is die purport) prohibiting 
the regular issues of spirits to the soldiers, to wit : 

1. Kegular issues of spirit are prohibited. 

2. Extra issues of liquor to men on fatigue duty or extra service, 
being established by law, are still continued. 

3. Soldiers are permitted to purchase from the sudor, at the 
'' discretion of his company commander, a quantity of ardent spirit 
not to exceed two gills daily." 

This order will not answer the desired purposes ; but, on the 
contrary, I fear it will do more evil than good, — and for the foUow- , 
ing reasons : 

1. The order will have an unequal operation, because some 
companies in the army will be permitted to purchase from the 
suder two gills, some one gill, daily ; and some none. This dis- 
tinction will tend to create uneasiness and dissatisfaction in the 
minds of those who think themselves not as highly favored as their 
comrades. 

2. TTiis order will not only have an unequal operation as regards 
different companies, but also in the same company at different 
times. The better to illustrate my meaning, I will suppose a case, 
which not only exists now, but always will exist, so long as we 
have an army : 

There are two companies living together at a military station. 
The commanding officer of one exercises his " discretion," and 
permits his men to purchase two gills a day ; while the other com- 
mander will not suffer his men to buy a drop. Let me ask any 
candid person, if such a state of thmgs is not likely to produce 
mischief. 

I carry my instance still farther, and suppose (what is neither 
impossible nor unlikely) that, after a few months, both these com- 
manders are relieved, and the companies commanded by officers 
having different views and feelings from their predecessors. The 
company, therefore, which, until now, has been temperate, is allowed 
the utmost latitude in dripking, and that which has been indulged 
in the firee use of ardent spirit, is now reduced to entire abstinence. 
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In the frequent mutations oi" military command, these cases must 
occur ; and will they not have a direct and necessary tendency to 
make soldiers dissatisfied with their situation ? And will not dt3- 
sertions and other crimes grow out of them ? To-day indulged in 
dram-drinking — to-morrow enjoined total abstinence — and so on 
through the alternations, of temperance and ebriety, — will not sol- 
diers feel that they are the helpless objects of capricious tyranny ? — 
And wiD they not be likely, by open acts of mutiny to resist, or by 
desertion to nee from such an odious and senseless despotism ? 

The evils of drinking — great as they are, and dreadful in civil life, 
— are still greater in the army. Many acts which, committed by 
citizens, would be trifling and venial, would, if committed by soldiers, 
be of a serious naWe, and be visited with instant and severe rietri- 
bution. Otherwise discipline and subordination would cease. 

A proportion of at least nme tenths of crimes committed in the 
army can be safely and certainly traced to excessive drinking ; and 
there is no way, that I can see, of removing this evil entirely, except 
by legalizing temperance. 

Let Congress pass a law prohibiting, under any circumstances, 
the issue or sale to the soldier of the smallest quantity of spirit. 
Such a law might, and probably would, at first, give uneasiness to 
some confirmed tipplers; but soon it would be cheerfully ac- 
quiesced in, because the law would make no invidious distinctions, 
and all would fare alike. Our army would gradually, though cer- 
tainly, become temperate, and its moral and religious character be so 
far improved as to be an honor as well as safeguard to our country. 

I am, sir, with respect, 

Dr. your obliged servant. 



J. (p. 36. 

In the city of Washington, there were granted in the last year 
60 tavern licenses, 34 grog-shop licenses, 4 confectionary licenses, 
and 126 licenses to retail spirits in quantities not less than a pint — 
making in all 224 licensed houses. If daily sales under these U- 
censes were 1 jr gallons each, the quantity thus sold amounts to 
122,528 gallons annually. The population of the city, by the late 
census, is not quite 19,000; so those sales will average more man 
6} gallons to each person, which is also the average of 33 estimates 
made in various parts of the United States : we may therefore 
safely say that the quantity of ardent spirits consumed in the United 
States two years ago, was at least equal tc 6 gallons for each per 
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son; and| as the population of the United States was, at that time, 
about 12,000,000, the quantity consumed in the United States was 
72,000,000 ^ons. 

Having alluded to the number of licenses granted by the city of 
Washington, I cannot forbear to notice the bad policy of making 
the sales of ardent spirits the source of revenue. 

The amount raised annuaUy by the sale of licenses in that city, 
is about six thousand doHars. The expense of supporting the 
poor is about three thousand five hundred dollars, three fourtns of 
which are admitted, by the overseers of the poor, to have been 
caused by the use of ardent spirits, and to be a charge upon the 
amoui\t raised by the sales of those spirits — Cleaving the net revenue 
from that source 3375 dollars. The quantity of spirits consumed, 
to raise this small revenue, is 122,528 gallons, which cost the con- 
sumers not less than 60,000 dollars, which are worse than lost to 
the city, and this is the amount paid by the city to its tax^therers, 
the retailers of spirits, for collecting the paltry revenue of 3375 
dollars. This amount of loss would probably be doubled if we 
were to add the loss of labor and lives, and the expenses of liuca 
tion, caused by the use of the ardent spirits sold under the authonty 
of those licenses. 

We have estimated the whole quantity consumed in the United 
States at 72,000,000 gallons : — ^let us for a moment imagine in 
what proportions this quantity is probably distributed among the 
people of the United States. 

The women and children under 16 years of age, according to 
the census of 1810 and of 1820,. constitute three fourths of the 
whole population of the United States. 

It can hardly be supposed that any considerable quantity of 
ardent spirits is drunk by the children, and, it is to be hoped, a very 
small proporticjh by the women. We will suppose, however, that 
the women and children consume one sixth of the whole quantity ; 
say 12,000,000 gallons. 

Of the men over 16 years of age, constituting one fourth of the 
whole population, one half, probably, consist of those who wholly 
abstain, and of those who do not drink habitually, and who may 
therefore average half a gill a day ; one eighth of 12,000,000 is 
1,500,000 persons, at half a eill a day, equal to 8,554,687^^ gallons. 

One half of the residue of the men, being one sixteenth of the 
whole population, equal to 750,000 persons, may be habitual 
temperate drinkers, averaging three h^ilf gills a day, amounting to 
12,832,031 J gallons. One half of the remaining men, being -^ 
of the whole population, equal to 375,000 persons, may be regular 
topers, and occasional drunkards, who average 3 gills a day, equal 
to 12,832,031i gallons. , 
7 * . " 
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These quantities added make 46,218,750 gallons; which, de- 
ducted from the whole quantity consumed, 72,000,000 gallons, 
will leave 25,781,250 gallons to be divided annually among the 
375,000 remaining men, who will average more than six gills a 
day, and who will, of course, be confirmed drunkards. 

This estimate supposes that one in every 16 is an habitual tem- 
perate drinker, and that one in every 32 is a regular tippler and 
occasional drunkard, and that one in 32 also is a confirmed drunk- 
ard. 

Whether this distribution of the quantity be correct or not, it is 
morally certain that the whole quantity is annually consumed, or 
rather was consumed prior to the year 1828, when the influence 
of the Temperance Societies began to be generally felt. 

When we consider that a large portion of the ardent spirits 
consumed is of foreign manufacture, and that much of the domes- 
tic is mingled with the imported liquor, and sold to the consumer 
as foreign, at IJ or 1 J dollar a gallon — 4hat the foreign spirits used 
m taverns is sold at 4 dollars a gallon- — and that even the whiskey 
at the dram-shops is retailed at 1 dollar 28 cents to 2 dollars a 
gallon — ^there can be little doubt that the average price to the 
consumer is at least 66? cents a gallon. ' , " . 

Seventy-two millions of gallons of ardent spirits, at 66§ cents is 
forty^eight millions of dollars. 

Iliis amount is annually lost to the country; as much lost as if 
as many dollars were actually cast into the sea ; for the spirits are 
consumed without the least benefit in return. 

The grain destroyed, the labor of raismg the grain, and convert- 
ing it into spirits, the fuel consumed in the manufacture, are all 
lost to the country. 

Although the farmer is psdd for his ^rain, and the distiller for 
his liquor, yet the poor man who buys it, gets no return but pov- 
erty, disease and misery. To him, and to die country, it is worse 
than a total loss. 

The weakh of a country arises firom the produce of the soil and 
the labor of the inhabitants. The loss of labor, therefore, is the loss 
of wealth. 
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There are, in the United States, 3759OOO regular drunkards. 
Tliese, upon an average, do not earn more than two thirds as much 
as if they were sober. 

Here is an annual loss of 100 days' labor of each drunkard, 
worth, if he were sober, at least 40 cents a day ; making a loss of 
15,000,000 of dollars per annum. 

It is estimated that, of the habitual drunkards, one in ten annu- 
ally comes to a premature death, and that their term of life is, upon 
tm average, shortened ten years. Of the 375,000 regular drunk- 
ards, therefore, 37,500 are killed annually by ardent spirits, and 
ten years' labor of each of them is lost to the country. It is rea- 
sonable to suppose that each of tliem, if sober, might have earned, 
upon an average, 50 dollars a year more than the cost of his sup- 
port. The loss of ten years' labor of 37,500 men, at 50 dollars 
per annum, is a loss of 18,750,000 dollars. 

It is admitted, on * all hands, that at least three fourths of the 
whole cost of crime in the United States, is chargeable to the use 
of ardent spirits. — ^Mr. Hopkins, of New York, who seems to 
have been very cautious in his estimates, has stated in his communi- 
cadon to the Executive Committee of die New York State Society 
for the Promotion of Temperance, published in the 6rst annual 
Report of that Socienr, that the result of his calculation gave a total 
amount of eight million seven thousand dollars as the cost of crime 
to the United States — three fourths of which, chargeable to intem- 
perance, is six million five hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars. 

It is also generally admitted, that three fourths of the cost of 
pauperism is chargeable to the same cause. 

Mr. Hopkins, in the same communication, estimates the whole 
annual cost of pauperism in the state of Nev: York, exclusive of the 
city, to be 3,800,000 dollars, the whole of which, he thinks, might 
be fairly charged to intemperance. I, however, take only three 
fourths of it, which is two millions eight hundred and fifty thousand 
doUars, . 

To these might be added the expense of those paupers who are 
supported wholly or partially by private and individual charity ; — 
orphan asylums, insane and other hospitals, and houses pf refuge 
for juvenile ojffenders — and the loss of labor of prisoners confined 
for trial, or for punishment by simple imprisonment, or for debt — 
three fourths of all which are properly chargeable to the use of 
ardent spirits. The amount 01 private chanty is probably much 
greater than that of public. 

The corporation of the city of Washington pays annually, for 
the support of the poor, about three thousand Ave hundred dollars. 

The population is nineteen thousand^ consisting of about three 
thousand jive hundre^ families ; surely the average amount of private 
charides must be more than one dollar a year for each family. 
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We may add, therefore, for this item, another sum of two million 
eight hundred and fifty thimsand dollars paid by the temperate for 
the intemperate. 

The average number of prisoners in the jail of the county of 
Washmgton, committed on criminal prosecutions, is al)out 30. The 
population of the county is nearly thirty thousand. At that rate, 
the average number of criminal prisoners in the United States is 
twelve thousand; the labor of each of whom, if sober, would be 
worth, upon an average, probably 50 • dollars a year, beyond the 
cost of his support, amounting to six hundred thousand dollars- — 
three fourths of which, chargeable to intemperance, is^imr hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars. 

Let us now put these items together, aad count the cost of the 
CQpsumption of ardent spirits in the United States. 

Dollars. 

1st— 72,000,000 gallons of ardent spirit, at 66| ct^^, 48,000,000 
2d — 100 days' labor, of 375,000 drunkards, lost, at 40 c, 1 5,000,000 
3d — 10 years' labor, of 37,500 men, killed by ardent 

spirits, at 50 dollars per annum for each man; 18,750,000 
4th — f of the cost of crime to the United States, , 6,525,000 
6th— ^ of the cost of pauperism to the United States, 2,850,000 
6th — J of the amount of private charities, . . ^ . 2,850,000 
7th — J of 1 year's labor of 1200 prisoners lost, at ^50 450,000 

The annual loss to the country by the usebf^ar. spirits is 94,425,000 

In this estimate, no account is taken of the loss of the labor of the 
paupers, prisoners confined for debt, nor of the cost of litigation 
created or excited by the use of, ardent spirits, nor the salaries of 
judges, the expenses of jurors, nor of the fees of counsel. 

How many paupers must be made by tHe abstraction of ninety- 
four millions of dollars annually from the small earnings of that 
class of society upon which the greater part of this loss must fall ! 
And what immense benefit would the inhabitants of this country 
derive from ninety-four millions of dollars expended annually for 
their best interest and comfort ! 

An annuity of ninety-four millions would, in twenty years, with 
simple interest' only, at six per cent, per annum, upon each year's 
annuity, fix)m the time it became payable to the end of the twenty 
years, amount to 3,064,800,000 dollars. The valuation of all the 
lands, houses and slaves in "the United States, in the year 1815, ex- 
clusive of Virginia, South Carolina and Tennessee, who agreed to 
pay their quotas of the direct tax without a valuation, was . 

1,479,735,098 45-100 doUars. If we add for 

Virrinia, 200,000,000 « 

S. Carolina, 48,862,192 . « 

Tennessee, 42,716,618 " the aggregate will be 

1^771,312,908 45-100 " 
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And if we suppose the value to have mcrcased, since 1815, in pro- 
portion to the population, the present value of all the houses, lands 
and slaves in the United States, is 2,519,009,222 dollars; so 
that the amount annually lost to the country by the use of anient 
spirits would be more than sufficient to buy up all the houses, lands 
and slaves in the United States once in every 20 years. {Judge 
CranchU Address.) 



K. (p. 42.) 

The opmion of the Committee of the New York State Society 
is supported by such facts as the following : — ^A distinguished gen- 
tleman firota that state writes — " The great and good work of the 
Lord goes on in the midst of us ; and the temperance movement, 
like John the Baptist, prepares the way of the Lord. One might 
follow in the wake of this nlovement, and say, ' The kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.' " 

Another gentleman, from another part of the state, writes — ^^ In 
this county, it is notorious that those towns which have been the 
most active in the temperance cause have been the most blessed 
by the Holy Spirit. In all the towns in this county, there have 
been revivals ; and, as a general remark, it may be said, that, in 
every town, those neighborhoods which have done the most in the 
promotion of temperance, have been most blessed in rel^ous 
matters. In C , the spirit has seemed to follow the temper- 
ance effort from neighborhood to neighborhood ; and so in other 
places. In short, so manifest is the connection between temper- 
ance and revivals of religion, in this county, that we no more 
expect the latter, where the former does not exist, than we expect 
snow in summer. This, of course, is a general remark. There 
are, undoubtedly, exceptions." 



L. (p. 43.) 

The connection between the promotion of temperance and the 
special success of the gospel in the s?Jvation of men, appears to be 
confined to no particular spot, but is common in all parts of the 
country. 

A gendeman from Vermont writes — ^^ I am more and more con- 
vinced of the importance of the Temperance Reformation, consid- 
ered merely in its bearings on the success of the gospel. A few 
11 
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J ears ago, the churches were withering under an alcoholic curse 
fembers generally were moderate drinkers, and some immoderate. 
As the sin of intemperance naturally mcreased, a reformation on 
the principle of total abstinence became indispensable. I have 
known churches and congregations on the brink of a hopeless 
overthrow, because some leading member or members would 
drink rum. . 

" How long the church and congregation under my care 
would have sustained themselves without a Temperance Reform, 1 
cannot tell ; but to me ruin appeared to be near. We were almost 
deluged widi liquid fires. Two distilleries, five stores, four taverns, 
all grog-shops, s«it abroad their poisonous eflluvia. A little more than 
two years ago, I determined to have a Temperslhce Society here, at a 
time when there were i^One in this part of the, country. I took the 
constitution recommended by the Parent Society, and spent nearly 
three weeks, pleading the cause, of temperance firom house to 
house. The result was a Temperance Society of 100 members. 
Hardly had we time to forget the struggle and the victory of temper- 
ance, before the Holy Spirit descended, and a revival of lax months' 
continuance rejoiced our souls. The extent ofthe revival seemed 
to be measured by the success of the Temperance Reform. There 
were m town about 100 hopeiiil conversions. So -far as we could 
ascertain facts, and form an opinion, the number of converts dif- 
fered little firom the number who first broke away firom the iron 
bondage of custom, and adopted the principle of abstinence. Those 
families where the parents had enlisted on the side of temperance, 
were more richly blessed with divine influence than others. In- 
dieed, the revival scarcely prevailed, without the influence of the 
Temperance Reformation. 

" The history of other towns in this vicinity, is similar to ours. In 

B , the Temperance Reformation has been triumphant. Scarcely 

was the Temperance Movement begun when an mteresting revival 
of religion commenced, and the twp reformations mutually aided 
and strengthened each other. 

" In A , and H , and W , and C , there are 

revivals of religion of great interest ; bringing into the kingdom, 
not only children and youth, but the aged, and men of influence. 
The revivals have followed directly after the commencement of an 
efficient Temperance Reform. 

" The cause of temperance in M has also been wonderfully 

successful. They have a Temperance Society of nearly 1000 
members. There, also, a heavenly influence has foUowed in the 
track of temperance, and there is now a glorious revival of religion." 

A gentleman firom Massachusetts writes — ^^ In 1829, a numfier of 
young mea formed themselves into a Temperance Society. A few 
days after, the revival of religion began to show itself. Within a 
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lew weeks, most erf the young men, who were most active in the 
Temperance Society, were rejoicmg in hope. The revival has 
added 164 to the church of which I am pastor, and nearly 40 to 
the Baptist church in this place. 91 of the 164 are males. 
Our Temperance Society contains nearly 300 members, a large 
proportion of whom are youth. What connection the temperance 
effi)rts in this place sustained to the revival, God only knows ; but I 
cannot but believe that they prepared the w?iy, by removing one of 
the most powerful barriers against religious impression." 

A distinguished civilian from Connecticut writes — "In 1827, 
there were in — — 20 retailers of spirits; in April, 1831, there 
were only six, with a prospect that two of them will soon stop the 
sale, leaving only four in a population of 4000. The diminished 
consumption of spirits is at least equal to the reduction in the num- 
ber of retailers. In H tliere is no retailer, and nearly all the 

farms and the fisheries are carried on without spirit. The church 
in that place is a' Temperance Society ; not a member drinks 

spirit. In Y s, also, tlie church is a Temperance Society. 

Four excommunications have taken place since its formation, and 

three of them for intemperance. In K society, there were, in 

1827, seven retailers ; there is now only one, with a prospect that he 
will reliimuish the sde of spirit in the course of this year. The 
number ormembers in our Temperance Society is about 900. On 
a large majority of the best farms, no liquor is drunk. The opposers 
have been, for a year or two, crying out, that a reaction would soon 
come; that the cold water system could not possibly hold out. 
But never were we so far from a reaction as at the present moment. 
The cause is daily gaining strength ; and new members are obtained 
almost every week. The reformation has also operated to expel 
wine-grogs (rightly named) almost as entirely as distilled liquors. 
[ think I have not been offered a glass of wine, or spirit, in this 
region, for two years past — a simple and direct' result of the Great 
Reformation. 

" We arb hoping that God will visit us in the way of his grace, as 
he has other places in our land ; and we tru^t that the Temperance 
Movement will prove a preparatory way for a revival of pure reli- 
gion ; as we rejoice to hear it has been in many places."^ 

Since the above was written, the means oi grace in that place 
have been attended, in a remarkable manner, with the blessings of 
the Holy Spirit. Numbers are now rejoicing in hope of the ^ory 
of God, and many more are anxiously inquiring what they shall 
do to be saved. This is also the case with many other towns in the 
vicinity, in which amilar eflforts had been made for the proriiotion of 
temperance. 

A gentleman fi-om New Jersey writes, after mentioning the 
effi>rts which have been made for the promotion of temperance — ^**I 
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have also to communicate to you still more cheering intelligence. 
I refer to ihe fruits j by which we know the tree to be of God's own 
right hand planting. Immediately after the celebration of the last 
anniversary (preceding which we had made renewed effi)rts to 
increase tne number of our members), the sjurit of God was 
poured upon us in copious effiisions. Nearly 100 have been 
gathered, we trust, into the church of Christ. The patrons of our 
Society have participated largely in the work ; and he who now 
writes you, and has filled the office of Secretary of the Temperance 
Society since its organization, was soon made to feel the claims 
wtuch a Crod of infinite mercy had upon him, for his love and his 
service." 

From Pennsylvama a gentleman writes — ^^ In February, 1829, a 
Temperance Society was formed here ; and during the spring and 

' summer, the cause made rapid advances. Temperance was the 
all-engrossing tc^ic. In the ensuing fall, a powerful revival of reli- 
gion commenced in the Presbyterian . churches under my care ; 

^ which, in the course of the winter, extended to the Baptist churches 
in the neighborhood. About 300 persons have been added to the 
copomunion of the two denominations. Of these, a very large 
proportion had previously become members of the Temperance 

' Society. It is a remarkable fact, that the revival was the most 

Eowerftd in. those neighborhoods in which the temperance cause 
ad been most triumphant; and scarcely perceptible in those where 
the way had not thus been previously prepared. 

" It was also remarked, that those professors of religion who op- 
posed the progress of temperance, and omtmued to use the drink 
of drunkards, and the cup of devils, in no instance appeared to 
share in the reviving influences of the Spirit; while those who had 
been most active in the cause of temperance seemed to share those 
influences in the largest measure. I could mention many^instances 
of hopeful conversion, in which the Temperance Society was the 
first in the chain of means which conducted them to a Savior. 
Multitudes in this section of country will bless God to aU eternity, 
that such a Society has been established here. A revival of religion 
has succeeded a temperance movement at M — r^ in this county ; 

and another at S , in Virginia. Our Temperance Society has 

at present about 300 members." 

Many similar testimonies might be given, and firom various parts 
of the country , 
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M. (p. 48.) 

lUiutratwnB of the TnUh, that God visits the Iniauities of the 
Fathers upon the Children; and that the Way of Transgressors 
is hard. 

FROM A MERCHANT IN NEW YORK. 

" Dear Sir — ^Without undertaking to answer the specific ques- 
tions proposed in youi* letter as Secretaiy of the City Temperance 
Society, I will relate some facts that have come under my own ob- 
servation. I have been engaged in tradS and commerce in this 
city upwards of twenty-two years, and occupied the store I am now 
in during the whole time. Not an individual originally near me Is 
now to be found, save three flour merchants. In castmg my eyes 
around the neighborhood, and looking back to the period above men- 
tioned, I ask, Where are they now ? On my left were a father and 
his two sons, grocers, in prosperous busmess. The sons went down 
to the grave several years since in poverty, confirmed drunkards* 
On my right was a nrm of long and respectable standing, engaged 
in foreign commerce, the junior partner of which some years since 
died, confirmed in this habit. Five or six doors above, was one, 
holding a highly responsible situation under our State Government ; 
at first, he was seen to stop and take a litde gin and water ; soon 
he was seen staggering in the street ; presently was laid in the grave, 
a victim to intemperance. On the comer immediately opposite my 
store was a grocer, doing a moderate business. Being addicted to 
drink, in a state of intoxicaUon he went into the upper loft of his 
store at noon-day, put fire to an open keg having powder in it, blew 
off the roof of his store, and himself into eternity. One door beyond 
this comer was a father, an officer in one of our chiu'ches, a grocer, 
and his two sons : both sons have long since been numbered with 
the dead, through the effects of drink ; a son-m-law of the above 
father, pursuing the same business, following the practice of the 
sons, has come to the same end ; a young man, clerk and succes- 
sor in the same store, has also gone down to the grave firom the 
same cause. On the other side of the Slip, a wealthy grocer died, 
leaving a family of several young men, three of whom, together with 
A sister and her husband, have smce died in poverty, confirmed 
drunkards. Next door to this, a junior partner of one of the most 
respectable grocers in this city has long since followed the above 
firpm the same cause, leaving behind him two brothers, compara- 
tively young in years, but old m this vice, now living on the charity 
of their firiends. On looking down the street in firont of my store, 
there were seen three of middle, age, grocers, but a few yelurs 
since in prosperous business, now numbered with the dead firom the 
8 
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same cause. In the same square in which I now am, was an indi- 
vidual at the head of an extensive shipping house, owning several 
stores, renting from six to ten hundred dollars each a year ; owning 
and occupying a house in Broadway, worth twenty thousand dollars, 
with a family of several sons and daughters Inrmg in affluence. 
From a moderate drinker, he became a confirmed drunkard : his 
property is now all gone, his family scattered, and himself a vagabond 
about our streets. His next door neighbor, a partner in one of our 
most respectable shipping houses, has gone to his grave, in early life, 
from the same cause, not having had time to spend the large amount 
of his previous earnings* Near me was cme in the ^rime of life, 
and of respectable and {hous parentage, liberally educated, engaged 
•• extensively in foreign commerce, and a while one of xmr City Coun- 
\i cil. In the short space of three years, he was a bankrupt, a drunk- 
ard, and in his grave ! But my heart sickens at the detail, which 1 
could extend. 

"Most of those mentioned were men with whom I have had 
daily intercourse in the way of business, and, but for this cause, 
might at this moment, in the ordinary course of Providence, have 
been useful members of society.?' (iV. Y, City Report.) 



. W. (p. 49.) 

" But I pass oh to liotice one state of the system prckluced by 
ardent spirit, too important and interesting to leave unexamined. It 
is that predisposftion to disease and death, which so stron^y chairac- 
terizes the drunkard in every idtuation in life. 

It is unquestionably true, that many of the surrounding objects 
in nature, are constantly tending to man's destruction. The excess 
of heat and cold, humidity and dryness, the vicis^tudes of the 
seascHi, noxious exhalations from the earth, the floating atoms in the 
atmosphere, the poisonous vapors' from decomposed animal suid 
vegetable matter, with many other invisible agents, are exerting 
their deadly influence ; and were it not that every part of his system 
is endowed with a self-preserving power, a principle of excitability, 
or, in other words, a vital principle, the operations of the economy 
would cease, and a dissolution oi his organic structure take place. 
But, this principle being implanted in the system, reaction takes 
place, and thereby a vigorous contest is maintamed with the warring 
elements without, as well as with the principle of decay within. 

h, is thus that man is enabled to endure, from year to year, the 
xcm and fatigues of life, the variation of heat and cold, and the 
vicissitudes of the season; that he is enabled to traverse every 
regioT> of the globe, and to live with almost equal case under the 
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equator, and in the frozen regions of the north. It is by this power 
that all his functions are performed, from the commencement to the 
close of life. 

The principle of excitability exists m the highest degree in the 
infant, and diminishes at every succeeding period of life ; and if man 
is not cut down by disease or violence, he struggles on, and finally 
dies a natural death ; a death occasioned by the exhaustion of the 
principle of excitability. In order to prevent the too rapid exhaus- 
tion of this principle, nature has especially provided for its restora- 
tion by establishing a period of sleep. After being awake for 
sixteen or eighteen hours, a sensation of fatigue ensues, and all the 
functions are performed with diminished energy and precision. 
Locomotion becomes feeble and tottering, the voice harsh, the in- 
tellect obtuse and powerless, and all the senses blunted. In this 
state, the individual anxiously retires from the light, and from the 
noise and busde of busmess, seeks that position which requires the 
least effort to sustain it, and abandons lumself to rest. The will 
ceases to act, and he loses in succession all the senses. The mus- 
cle's unbend themselves, and permit the limbs to fall into the most 
easy and natural position. Digestion, respiration, circulation, secre- 
tion, and the other functions, go on with diminished power and 
activity; and consequendy the wasted excitability is gradually 
restored. After a repose of six or eight hours, this principle be- 
comes accumulated to its full measure, and the individual awakes, 
and finds himself invigorated and refreshed. His musculai- power 
is augmented ; his senses are acute and discrimmating ; his intellect 
active and eager for. labor; and all his fimctions move on with 
renewed energy. But if the stomach be oppressed by food^ or the 
system excited by stimulating drinks, sleep, though it may be pro- 
found, is never tranquil and refreshing. The system being raised 
to a state of feverish excitement, and its healthy balance disturbed, 
its exhausted excitability is not restored. The individual awakes, 
but finds himself fatigued rather than invigorated. His muscles 
are relaxed, his senses obtuse, his intellect impaired, and all his 
functions disordered ; and it is not until he is again under the in- 
fluence of food and stimulus, that he is fit for the occupations of 
life. And thus he loses the benefits of this wise provision of repose, 
designed for his preservation. Nothmg, probably, tends more pow- 
erfuDy to produce premature old age, than midnight revels or dis- 
turbed and unrefreshing sleep. 

It is also true, that artificial stimulus, in whatever way applied, 
tends constandy to exhaust the principle of excitability of the 
system, and this in proportion to its intensity, and the fireedom with 
which it is applied. 

But there is still another principle on which the use of ardent 
spirit predisposes the drunkard to disease and death. It acts on the 
blood, impairs its vitality, deprives it of its red color, anH ♦^o'^W 
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renders it unfit to stimulate the heart and other organs through 
which it circulates ; unfit, also, to supply materials for the different 
secretions, and to renovate the different tissues of the body, as well 
as to sustain the energy of the brain— ofiices which it can perform 
only while it retains its vermilion color and other arterial proper- 
ties. The blood of the drunkard is several shades darker m its 
color than that of temperate persons, and also coagulates less 
readily and firmly, and is loaded with serum — appearances which 
indicate that it has exchanged its arterial properties for those of the 
venous blood. This is the cause of the livid complexion of the 
inebriate, which so strongly marks him in the advanced stage of 
J intemperance. Hence, too, all the functions of his body are slug- 
gish, irregular, and the whole system loses its tone and its energy. 
^ if ardent spirit, when taken into the system, exhausts the vital 
^^'jwiftciple of the solids, it destroys the vital principle of the blood 
also ; and if taken in largfe quantities, prodiices sudden death ; in 
which case the blood, as in death produced by lightning, by opium, 
or by violent and long-continued exertion, does not coagulate. 

The principles laid down are plain, and of easy application to the 
case before us. 

The inebriate having, by the habitual use ofardent spirit, exhaust- 
ed, to a greater or less extent, the principle of excitability in the solids, 
the power of reaction, and the blood having become mcapable of 
performing its office also, he is alike predisposed to every disease, 
and rendered liable to the inroads of every invadbg foe. So far, 
therefore, from protecting the system against disease, intemper- 
ance ever constitutes one of its strongest predisposing causes. 

Superadded to this, whenever disease does lay its grasp upon the 
drunkard, the powers of life being already enfeebled by the stimu- 
lus of ardent spirit, he unexpectedly sinks in the contest, and but 
too fi'equently to the mortification of his physician, and the surprise 
and grief of his firiends. Indeed, inebriation so enfeebles the pow- 
ers of life, so modifies the character of disease, and so changes the 
operation of medical agents, that, unless the young physician has 
studied thoroughly the constitution of the drunkard, he has but par- 
tially learned his profession, and is not fit for a practiticHier of the 
present age. 

These are the true reasons why the drunkard ^ies so easily, and 
from such slight causes. 

A sudden cold, a pleurisy, a fever, a firactured limb, or a slight 
wound of the skin, is often more than his shattered powers can en- 
.dure. Even a little excess of exertion, an exposure to heat or cold, 
a hearty repast, or a glass of cold water, not unSrequendy extinguishes 
the small remains of the vital principle. ^ 

lb the season that has just closed upon us, we have had a melan- 
choly exfibition of the e^ct of mtemperance in. the tragical death 
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of soo^e dozens of our fellow citizens ; and, had the extreme heat 
which prevailed for several days continued for as many weeks, we 
should hardly have had a confirmed drunkard left among us. 

Maay of those deaths which came under my notice seemed al- 
most spontaneous, and some of them took place in less than one hour 
from the first S}7nptom of indisposition. Some died apfparaitly baa> 
a slight excess of fatigue, some from a few hours' exposure to the 
sun, ai24 some fix)m a small draught of cold water— causes quite in 
adequate to the production of such e&cts in temperate persons.^ 
{Dr. SewaWa Address,) 

" A circular letter, addressed by the New York City Society, to a 
munber of the most respectable physicians of that state, proposing 
certain interrogatories respecting the effect of ardent spirits upon the 
human body, has been answered by at least forty of those to whom"' 
it was sent ; and whose names are given in the Report of that Society. 

From those answers it appears, 1st, that the use of distilled li- 
quors, by those in health, is, in no case whatever, beneficial for the " 
preservation of health, or for the endurance of fatigue or hardship. 

2d. That disease and death are the inevitable result of the con- 
tinued use of alcohol upon the healthy human system. 

3d. That ardent spirit Tiever operates as a preventive of epidemic 
or pestilential diseases ; but is very generally ^nn exciting cause of 
such diseases, and always aggravates them. 

4th. That, the tone of the nervous system being impaired by the 
use of intoxicating liquors, the constitution thus becomes more sus- 
ceptible to the impression of all noxious agents. 

5th. That nothing has a tendency more immediately and, com- 
pletely tp destroy the morcd faculty, than intemperate drinking. 

6th. That the intellectual faculties are impaired by alcohol. Ev- 
ery excess is a voluntary insanity, and if often repeated, and ^urried 
beyond a certain degree, it often produces the horrible disease called 
delirium tremens; in which, while the animal powers are prostrated, 
the mind is tortured with the most distressing and fearful imagina- 
tions. 

7th. That intemperance destroys the susceptibility of the body to 
the operation of medicine^, so far as it injures die tone of the nervous 
system. 

That the disease of an habitual drunkard will generally run its 
course, uninfluenced by medical treatment ; that in the exhaustion 
so produced by intemperance, medicines are often useless, and the 
diseases of the water-drinker are, comparatively, few in number; 
in general, readily controlled ; and when the malady is removed, the 
constitution is easily restored to its original health and vigor. 

8th. One fifth, and perhaps one fourth, die, directly or mdirectly, 
fiom intemperance. (This is the answer of the only physician vmp 
has undertaken to make an estimate of the prop(»rtion of deaths pro- 
8* 12 
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duced bj ardent spirits. The others speak in general terms, and 
say a targe proportion.) 

9th. That araent spirits are the most conmion source of insanity, 
and that they operate by producing inflammation of the brain, as 
well as other diseases oi that organ, and of the nervous .system in 
general.* 

10th. That no person who uses distilled liquor can reasonably 
expect to avoid the contraction of an unnatural thirst for stimulus. 

1 1th. That the specific effects of alcohol are produced by a two- 
Xold process : — 

First by its direct effects upon the nervous system ; and secondly 
by bebg absorbed into the circulation without undergoing digestion. 

12th. That ardent spirit is not bene6c\al in cases of dyspepsy or 
^ ' in chronic debility ; but in most cases is prejudicial. 
• 13th. That it is not safe as a family medicine. 

14th. Finally, that aboiit one hundred physicians have died in the 
city of New York within the last thirty years ; of whom forty were 
intemperate; but that the character oi the profession, in that respect, 
is now much improved. 

To this testimony may be added, that, according to the accounts 
published of the sudden deaths during the excessive heat of the past 
summer, it appears, upon inquiry, that in every instance where the 
death has been ascribed to the diinking of cold water, or to the di- 
rect effect of the heat, the deceased was in the habitual use of ardent 
spirit ; and not one instance is recorded of such a death where the 
person was in the habit of entire abstinence.f 



* 



Doctor Carter, one of the resident physicians of the Philadelphia alms- 
house infirmary, in a paper published in the American Journal of the Medical 
Sciences, calls ardent spirit a destructive poison^ and speaks of mania a potu 
as tho^sual penalty of excessive drinking. In the establishment in whicn he 
is connecteid, there were, from November 21flt, 1828, toFebruarylst, 1829, 70 
cases of mania a jMftUf and from June 10th to September 10th, lo^, 75 cases ; 
making 145 cases in six months. "^ 

i It is stated in a letter from Greenwich (Conn.) to the Editor of the Journal 
of Humanity, dated July 26, 1830, that, " during the preceding week of exces- 
sively hot weather, no man who had been of cold water character for buj length 
of time had given out ; that two persons had died suddenly in the vicinity, but 
that both were of intemperate habits ; that others had stopped work, but all 
of them were given to the use of strong drink." v 

In the Journal of Humanity of August 19, 1830, is the following article, taken 
from the Belvidire Apollo :— 

'^ Nine cases of death from drinking cold water have occurred amon£ the 
laborers engaged in excavating the sections of the Bristol and Morris (New 
Jersey) canal adjoining this place. We are assured by highly respectable 
physicians, that, in ninety-nine .cases out of a hundred, the victims of cold 
water drinking are those who have been addicted to the free use of ardent 
spirits." 

^' In the last week but one in July last, the deaths in New York were 204 ; 
11 of which Were from drinking cola water , and 22 by convulsions. In the same 
week in Philadelphia, the deaths were 196 ; of which 11 were from drinking cold 
water, 6 from heat, 6 from intempetance^ and 22 from convulsion. 
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It is said by Doctor Hosack in his late address, that it appears 
fix>m the society of Friends, that^ in consequence of their habitual 
temperance, one half of the members of that society live to the age 
of 47 ; and that one in ten lives to be 80 :* whereas the average 
of human life is 33 years, and not more than one in 40, of the gen- 
eral population, lives to be 80 years of age. The amount of human 
life, then, gained by temperance, is more than the difference between 
33 and 47— or an average of 14 years gained m evenr life — which 
is emial to 42 per cent." {Judge Cranck^s Address,) 

"It appears from our former remarks, that the blood, by its circula- 
tion, conveys to every part of the body the nutritious matters erf 
which it is composed, while each organ is endowed with the power 
of selecting from the common mass, the materials both for its own 
nourishment, and for the performance of its peculiar functions, and 

It will be recollected that about the same time a very considerable alarm took 
place in the neighboring town of Georgetown (D. C), in consequence of a great 
number of sudc&n deaths among the laborers upon the canal ; 20 or 30 having 
died in the course of a week. An extract from a letter from that town dated 
July 27th, 1830, was published in the Baltimore Gazette, in which the writer 
says — ' I regret to add that death, in its most appalling form, has made its ap- 
pearance in this town and vicinitj.' It seems to be confined to the laboring 
classes in general, but more especially to the emigrants working upon the ca- 
nal. Its approach seems to be preceded by a wild delirium, which holds till 
the body shrinks from exhaustion, and afler a few hours' continuance in this 
condition, the spirit departs from its mortal tenement. Shortly afler death the 
corpse takes a dark hue, and becomes nearly black. In the Koman Catholic 
fvave-yard, I have been informed that as many as 14 were interred in one day. 
The laborers are chiefly members of that church. The disease is not always 
fatal. There have been several cases of recovery. — It is represented by the 
physicians, that, so far as regards the native citizens, the town was never 
Healthier. ' 

At the time of this alarm, I caused inquiry to be made of the coroner, the 
undertaker, and the town physician, and was satisfied that, in every case of 
sudden death, the deceased had been in the habitual use of ardent spirit. 

In the Journal of Humanity of 2d September, 1830, the Editor says — *■ A 

gentloman of the greatest respectability from the south asserted, the other 
ay, in our hearing, that those who fell victims in the southern climes, are 
almost invariably those who indulge in the free use of ardent spirits. So says 
the New York Journal. The same paper mentions the death of three persons 
in its vicinity, occasioned by heat and drinking cold water; aU of whom were 
intemperate.' 

A gentleman of respectability (Mr. Symonton), whose family has an inter- 
est in the island of* Key West, on the coast of Florida, informed me that the 
island was very sickly last year, and many died of the fever ; but that all who 
died had been in the habitual use of ardent spirits ; that this fact was ascertained 
by a minute investigation of every case ; and that the evidence was so satisfacto- 
ry, that the inhabitants this year have generally abstained from distilled liquors ; 
so that not more than one gallon has been consumed this year for every barrel 
used last year. The consequence is, that this year they have been uncommonbf 
healthy. 

The fact that nine tenths, if not all, the deaths from drinking cold water, 
happen among those who are in the habitual use of ardent spirits, is so impor- 
tant, that I have deemed it expedient to state this evidence upon which the 
assertion is founded." 

* This fact is steted also in M'Kiniay's 5000 Receipts. 
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of returning to it the refuse materials which are no longer of use. 
The blood is thus a sort of common carrier, conveying from part to 
part whatever is intrusted to it for the common benefit. When 
obliged to cany spirit (and it carries it so reluctantly that some phy- 
sicians have doubted whether spirit ever actually enters the blood), 
it presents it, as it does its other commodities, to the several organs 
for their selection : but, as we have seen, they all decline it. The 
head says, " My nerves are calmer, my thou^ts are clearer, without 
it, — ^I beg to be excused ;" the heart says, " My motions are more 
regular, my i^ections are purer, without it, — ^I have no occasion for 
it f the limta say, « Our strength is firmer, our vigor is more dura- 
ble, without it, — ^we need it not ;" all say, " It cannot nourish us, it 
cannot sustain us, — ^we will none; of it ;" and at length, rejected by 
all, except by those organs whose peculiar ofiice it is to convey out 
of the blood its refiise and woijthless parts, it is taken up by them 
and thrown out of the body. How happy for mankind, did the 
reason of man conduct him to the same practical wisdom, which is 
thus given by his Creator to ithe instmctive excitabilities of his ani- 
mal faculties ! But, unhappily, these several organs, although they 
may refuse what is unsuitable to them, cannot escape without suf- 
fering. Our carrier, inflamed by his burden, though he received it 
at first with reluctance, becomes the insolent pedlar, who^ insults and 
abuses the customers who decline his wares. 

The ofiice of the stomach, as is well known, is to digest the food, 
and prepare its nutritious parts for absorption into the blood. This 
it does chiefly by means of the juices which are formed in its coats, 
to be mixed with, and dissolve the food. When these juices are in 
a healthy condition, the digestion is well performed ; when they are 
unhealthy, we have flatulence, oppression, apd a host of ills. Now 
the stomach, in Qommon with the other parts of the body, is pre- 
served in health by a proper state both of its nutrition and of its ex- 
citability. Whenever it is excited by an unnatural stimulus, — and 
we have sufiiciendy shown that ardent spirit is an unnatural stim- 
ulus, — although the action may be increased for a short time, debil- 
ity immediately follows, and the next portion of food is imperfectly 
digested. If this indigestion is at once met by a temporary absti- 
nence, or judicious diet, it may soon be removed. But the sensa- 
tions by which it is accompanied, form a temptation to renew them 
by repeating the stimulus. Indeed the digestion itself mayfor a time 
be improved by a dsuly repetition of the excitement. But, then, 
every such repetition exhausts a certain portion of the excitability, and 
this process cannot go oji long before the powers of the stomach be- 
come so debiUtated, that no food is properly digested, and there is 
an uneasiness which craves relief by some new stimulus. It is this 
uneasiness, this gnawing sensation, that constitutes one of the great- 
est obstacles to breakmg oflTthe habit of taking spirit, whenever such 
a habit has been begun. / 
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In consequence of the imperfect manner in which the food is 
dkested, either a sufficient quantity of nutritive matter is not prepar- 
ed to be absorbed into the blood, or it is absorbed in a crude state, 
and not well suited to the purposes of nutrition. Thus all the parts 
of the body sufier from the delinquency of the stomach. It is well 
known that all the several organs of the body exert an influence 
upon each other by means that are not fully understood ; which 
physicians call sympathetic. The sympathies of the stomach are 
more extensive than those of any otlier part ; and hence it is that 
when this organ is disordered, a greater variety and extent of suf- 
fering is the consequence, than is produced by an equal extent of 
injury to ofiy other part. 

We come next to speak of the effect of the use of spirit upon the 
liver. The principal function of diis organ is to aid in the process 
of digestion. As, in the performance of this function, its actions are 
assodated with those of the stomach, so many of the effects of dis- 
ease are of a similar character. There are, however, one or two 
particulars in which the effects are so different as to demand a sep- 
arate though concise consideration. The liver complaint and the 
jaimdice are sufficiently known to be the frequent consequences of 
intemperance. But it seems not to be so well known that a more 
moderate use of spirit produces a strong tendency to the same dis- 
eases. The liver is easily excited to extraordinary action, not only 
by what affects the stomach, with which it is so closely associated, 
but also by whatever powerfully stunulates the general system, and 
especially by strong emotions of the mind. When the excitement 
is moderate, such as is produced by a proper diet, or by a rational 
employment of the mental faculties, then the effect upon this organ 
is salutary and healthful. But if, from eidier cause, the excitement 
becomes too great, it tends to disease ; and the tendency is increas- 
ed with every repetition. This explanation may show how it is 
that any quantity of ardent spirit, however moderate, has an injurioas 
eflfect upon the functions of the liver. 

I shaJl notice only one more class of the effects of ardent spirit ; 
and this is its influence upon the brain and nervous system. It is 
here that we have exhibited the phenomena of that most distressing 
of diseases, delirium tremens. The tremblings, — ^the watchfulness, 
which opium itself can scarcely conquer, — the characteristic delirium, 
so full of fearful apprehensions, that seem like the embodied repre- 
sentations of a guilty conscience, — all are the result of undue excite- 
ment of the nervous system by ardent spirit ; and all united consti- 
tute a measure of distress and anguish, which is none too forcibly 
expressed by the name given to this disease among the sailors in our 
naval service, ^Ae horrors. The miserable victim is deprived of 
his understanding before he is aware that he is sick, as if to show 
that the drunkard has outlived his probation ; and he sinks into death 
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without QD0 moment's opportunily to profit by the alarm of his 
danger. 

But 70U will sav, my reader. This is the disease of the drunkard : 
why speak of its horrors to me ? I drink a litde, it is ti-ue, perhaps 
daily, — sometimes oftener, and somedmes, it may be, not for several 
daijs; surely I am no drunkard; and why talk to me of delirium 
tremens 9 Be it so, you, are no drunkard ; are you not in the way 
to become one? (> concede that you are safe firom this danger, 
still you are not so safe as^you imagine firom this most appalling dis- 
ease. Sofoe of the wan^ cases of it that I have ever seen (and the 
number thai) bare seen is so great that my heart shudders at the 
recollection of them) have been of persons who had rarely or never 
been known to be intoxicated. Men have been taken dowii by this 
delirium, who have regarded themselves, and have been regarded 
by their neighbors, as tempeKite men. They were known to 
drink occasionally, indeed ; but they would have presented as much 
as you do to be told that tiiey were intemperate. Nor is this the 
only evil. The nervous system is a nicely adjusted structure, which 
superintends the ftnctions of the whole Uvmg body. There are 
many degrees of derangement, of which it is susceptible ; all of 
which are of more or less importance, although they may not amount 
to so dto^ and fatal a disease as ^is of which we have spoken. 
Every pass of spirit that you drink does some violence to the deli- 
cacy of this complicated and beautifiil system ; and every repetition 
of the glass destroys the harmony of one of those thousand strings 
of which your life is composed. 

The conclusioa of the whole matter is as follows. We have 
seen that ardent spirit can be of no possible benefit to the human 
constitution, and is hurtfiil, unless in some peculiar and rare cases 
of disease, in which its administration, so as to do good and not 
harm, requires the skill of a judicious physician. We have seen, 
iiirther, that to take spirit only occa^onally, and even rarely, incurs 
a risky and an imminent one, of being drawn, by a sort of necessity, 
to taking it again tmd again, until a habit is formed of taking it, fii^t 
in moderate and then in larger quantities, until the unhappy individ- 
ual, with little or no consciousness of his danger, becomes a con- 
firmed, imreclaiined, despairing drunkard. Lastly, we have seen 
that, should so strange a thing be accomplished, as that a man 
should persevere in limiting his quantity of spirit to what may be 
termed, in comparison with that of others, a moderate allowance, 
stiU he is by np means exempt fix>m the evil efiects upon his hedth 
and constitution. 

Wherefore, my dear reader, I conclude once more with the ad- 
vice to DKiNK NO spjRiT. It is uot good for your health ; but it 
tends directly to mduce disease, and to shorten human life.** 
(Dr. Hak'$ Essay.) 
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'' AU the healthy fimctions are the result of the action pf appropri- 
ate agents upon the several ofgaiis. Thus light is adapted to the 
eye, air to the lungs, appropriate food to the digestive organs, re- 
spectively ; giving origm to the functions of vision, respiration, and 
asstmilation. ^ 

But where has nature provided a receptacle for ardent spirits ? 
What organ requires their stimulus, to enable it to perform its office ? 
What gland possesses the power of extracting from them the small- 
est portion of nutriment, or any other ingredient which can be use- 
fully employed in the animal econcwny ? 

On every organ they touch they operate as a poison. No where 
in the human body are they allowed even a lodpaent, until the 
vital powers are so far prostrated that they cannot be removed. 
They are hurried onward from one oipm to another, marking their 
course with irregularity of action and disturbance of function, until 
at last, as a common nuisance, they are taken up by the emuncto- 
ries — the scavengers of the system — and unceremoniously excluded. 
When, through decay rf organic vigor, this process ceases, the work 
(^destruction is drawing to a close, and the last glimmerings of Ufe 
are soon extinguished. 

The records of every hospital, and the recollections of every in- 
telligent physician, will famish multitudes of examples in which 
mild diseases have been rendered severe, and severe ones fatal, in 
consequence of the use of spirits. This is more particularly the 
case during the prevalence of epidemics and in extremely warm 
weather. 

A British surgeon many years ago stated, that in his opinion half 
the sudden deaths that happen in the commimity are in a fit of in- 
toxication, softened into some milder name, not to ruffle the feelings 
of firiends in laying them before the public ; and there is no doubt 
that at least an equal propprticm of all the sudden accidents requiring 
the aid of surgery, such as wounds; dislocations, and broken bones, 
are occasioned in the same' manner. 

These things physicians tell you from no sinister views, fix)m 
no lurking principle of selfishness. For they well laiow that, when 
distilled and stimulating liquors shall be banished fix)m the commu- 
nity, the fountain of one half of all chronic diseases — ^a fruitfal 
source of their emolument — ^will be dried up ; that a large propor- 
tion of surgical operations will be uncalled for ; and that the number 
and intensity of acute diseases will be materially diminished. 

When a person unaccustomed to stimulants is induced for the 
first time to take a glass of spirits, an instantaneous excitement is 
produced. The pulse becomes more fi-equent ; the face is flushed ; 
and the functions of the body and the mind are hurried ; the eye 
sparkles ; the tongue is unloosed ; the imagination is excited ; the 
whole scene assumes the appearance of vivacity, and glee, and 
happiness. 
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But, afiot fly it is unnatural. It is not the glow of health. It is 
not the vivacfty of youth. It is not the buoyancy of innocence. 

It is t8b llptfi of approaching fever ; the excitement of momen- 
tary deliriull)'^ the hilarity of die incipient maniac ; and it cannot 
endure. Lassitude, weaMiess and depression are its inevitable re- 
'^*' suits. A shock has been given to die constitution; the laws of 
health and life have been violated j and the first chastisement inflicted. 

Suppose the warning to be disregarded, and habits of daily tip- 
pling established. The rosy hue of health is exchanged for a deep 
scarlet; the eye. loses ita- intelligence ; the voice becomes husky; the 
blood partt wi(i|jl| florid color ; the appetite is impaired ; the mus- 
cles waste ; th^Jvee is bloated ; and m rapid succession the liver, 
the digestive* organs, the lungs, and heart, and brain, lose their vital 
forces, and but imperfectly perform their functions ; and sooner or 
later the constitution is broken down, organic disease supervenes, 
and death closes the scene. 

Sinee life is extinct, send now for a surgeon, and let the body be 
insnecteS for the benefit of the living. 

lLbi$sknnach k; enlarged or contracted ; often indurated, and al- 

^*-:if\, i>?ys diseased ; the intestinal canal, a mass of disease ; the mucous 

* • iiembrane thiyugh its whple extent, irritated ; the liver ^ shrunk, 

dense, discolored, and its vessels nearly obliterated; the lungs, en- 

^"^ ^ gorged;' adhering, often filled with tubercles; the braiuy hardened, 

as if it had been immersed for weeks in alcohol. 

Evenr tissue proclaims but too distinctly -the injuries it has receiv- 
ed. There are no marks of weakness or decrepitude, as the result 
of natural decay and advancing age ; but all the organs, in accents 
awfiilly impressive, speak of poison, of madness, of self-immolation. 
The anatomist turns away in horror ; the last funeral rites are per- 
formed ; the earth closes over the dust ; the scene is forgotten. 

This is the short history of thousands in our own time and coun- 
try, and of untold millions of other times and in other lands. 

Could I present a picture of all tlie diseases and death-bed scenes 
occasioned by spirits, which it has been my painful lot to witness 
within the last twenty years, every one present would involuntarily 
start back with horror ; the feeling would be universal. .If such are 
the efiects of spirits, kt them bp banished fi:om the world. 

If the preceding remarks are well ibunded, to a man in health 
there is no such thmg as a temperate use of spirits. In any quantity, 
they are an enemy to the human constitution ; their influence upon 
the physical organs is unfavorable to health and life : they produce 
v^eakness, and not strength ; sickness, and not health ; death, and not 
life. Is the moderate use, or any use, of such an article as this, to 
be accounted temperance ? 

I appeal to every philanthropist, patriot, Christiauj to take part in 
the reform; to avoid the use of spirits as a violation of the laws of 
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life ; to abstain fix>m the unholy traffic as from a tnffio in human 
blood.*' (Dr. Alden's Address.) 

^ We, the undersigned, do hereby declare our coilVMCion, that 
ardent spirits are not to be regarded as a nourishing article of diet ; 
that the habitual use of them is a principal cause of disease, poverty, 
and misery in this place ; and that the entire disuse of them, would ^ 
powerfully contribute to improve the health aiid comfort of the com- 
munity." 

"This document has received the signatures of four Professors of 
the Medical Faculty in the University, of eleven Membex-s of the 
Royal College of Fhysicians, of the President aAd twenty-seven 
FeUows of tiie Royal College of Surgeons, and of thirty-four other 
medical practitioners : — :77 m all." {Iteport Glasgow Tei/np^ Soc.) 
" We, the undersigned, hereby declare that, in our opinion, noth- 
ing would tend so much to the unprovement of the health of the ^ 
community as an entire disuse of ardent spirits, which we consider 
as the most productive cause of the diseases and consequent {)over- 
ty and wretchedness of the working classes of Dublin : — ' 
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Alex. Jackson, M. D., 
State Physician. 

John Crampton, M. D., 
Prof. Mat. Med. 

R. Carmichael. 

JPr, L'Estrange. 

S. Wilmot, Prof. Surgery. 

Pliilip Crampton, Sur- 
geon General. 

R. M. PeUe. 

Thos. Mills, M. D. 

Cusack Roney. 

J. Cheyne, M. D., Phy- 
sician Geiieral. 

A. CoUes, Prof of Sur- 
gery. 

Francis Barker, M. D., 
Ppo£ Cbem. T. C. D. 

Thos. H. Orpen, M. D. 

S. B. Labatt, M. D. 



John O'Brien, M. D., 

Vice-Presid. K. and 

Q. CoU. 
John Breen, M. D. 
Thos. Hewson. 
J. W. Cusack. 
Hen. Marsh, M. D., Prof. 

Med. Pract ColL Sur. 
Eph. M'Dowel. 
N. Adams, M. D. 
J. Browne, M. D. 
John Houston. 
John M'Donnell. 
J. Harvey, M. D. 
R. L. Nunn. 
Com. Daly, M. D. 
Will. Auchinleck. 
Francis White. 
R. M'Namara, Prof. 

Mat. Med. 



fUiL Bel), If. fi. 

Maurice Coltts. 

C. E. |I. On>en. 

W. Stokes, M. D. 

J. A. Crawford* M. D 

W. W. CampbelL 

Will. Renny. 

J. Rirby. 

John O&ome, M. D. 

W. J. >Iorean,.M. D 

R. Collins, M..I>.,' Mas 

ter Lying-in Hosp. 
JohnMollan^M/D. 
6. A. Kennedy, M. D. 
Rob. Law, M. D. 
Ch. Johnson, M. D. 
George Hayden. 
C. J. Madden. 
J. C. Brennan." 
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" Being thoroughly convinced, by long and extensive observation 
amongst the poor and middling classes, that there does not exist a 
more productive cause of disease, and consequent poverty and 
wretchedness, than the habitual use of ardent spirits, I cannot there- 
fore hesitate to recommend the entire disuse of such a poison^ rather 
than incur the risks necessarily connected with its most moderate 
use. "William Harty, 

" Phjrsician to the Prisons of Dublin." 
{Glasgow Temperance Society Record.) 

" In Glasgow, according to Dr. Cleland's Tables, ther^has been a 
very great increase in the mortality since 1822, the year in which 
9 13 
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the duty on distilled spirit was reduced. In 1821, the number of 
deaths was 3686 ; in 1822, 3690 — befeig an increase only of 4 ; but 
in 1823, fcfe year when the low duties bjgan to operate, the mortal- 

,^ ity rose to 4627 ; and in 1824, it amounted to 4670, being an inr 
crecue, in the former year, of no less than 937, and in the latter, of 
980 deaths, compared with 1822." {Do.) 
' " Let every man who indulges in the use of spirits, ponder well on 

the declaration of a committee of one of the most enlightened med- 
ical societies in our land. * Beyond comparison, greater is the risk 
of life undergone in nearly all diseases, of whatever description, when 
they occur in those unfortunate men who have been previously dis- 
ordered by those poisons.' Such men too, it may be added, are 
much more liable to the attacks of disease than those who totally 
absloin from alcohol. In both these ways, therefore, the Use of 
smrits, even in the greatest moderation, tends to shorten life." 
(Prof. HiichcpcVs Address.) 

** Of 33 persons found dead in one city, 29 were killed by mtem- 
perance.. 

Of 77 persons found dead in diifferent places, the deaths of 67, 
according to the coroners' inquests, were occasioned by strong drink. 
Of 94 adidts, who died in one city, in one year, die deaths of 
more than one third were, according to the testimony of the Medi- 
cal Association, caused, or hastened, directly or indirectly, by in- 
temperance. 

And in another city, of 67 adults who died in one year, 28 were 
killed in the same way. Who slew all these ? And who will be lield 
^sponsible at the divine tribunal ? Those who were knowingly ac- 

^ cessory, by fumisliing the liquor, and those who were actively instru- 
mental in producing the result; in violation x)f the command, ' Thou 
shalt not kiW " I know that the cup is poisoned — ^I know that it 
may cause his death — ^I know that it may cause more than death — 
that it may lea4 him to crime — ^to sin— to the tortures of everlasting 
remorse. Am I not then a murderer ? worse than a murderer ? as 
much worse as the soul is better than the body." 
**If ardent spirits were nothing worse than a deadly poison — ^if they 
did not excite and inflarne all the evil passions— ^if they did not 
dim that heavenly Ikht, which the Almighty has implanted in our 
bosoms to guide us through the obscure passages of our pilgrimage 
— if they did not quench the Holy Spirit in our hearts, they would 
be comparatively harmless. It is their moral effect— it is the ruin 
of the soul which they produce, that renders them so dreadful. 
The difference between death by simple poison, and death by ha- 
bitual intoxication, may extend to the whole difference between ev- 
erlasting happiness and eternal death." {Judge CrancKs Address.) 
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From authentic documents, collected by the Rev. J. R. Barbour, 
vAnch are soon to be published, with remarks, — a copy of which ^ 
ought to be in the hands of every minister of the gospel, and every 
church member in the United States, — it appears that, from 135 
churches, more than 360 persons have been exconununicated for 
intemperance ; and more than 200 others fiir inmioralities to which, 
it is supposed, the use of ardent spirits led them. In 1634 cases 
of discipline, more than 800 of them were for intemperance ; and 
mcure than 400 others, it is believed, from the best information that 
can be obtained, were for inmioralities occasioned by the use of 
strong drink. More than seven eighths of all the difficulties in 
churches, have probably resulted from this evil ; and so long as 
members of churches use ardent spirit, or traffic in it, they are 
instrumental in producing and perpetuating these evils. This is the. 
case with all who are engaged in the traffic, whether members of 
the church or not. And should they, for the sake of gain, continue 
this destructive business, they will not, when its enects shall bfe 
thoroughly understood, be able to give credible evidence to any one, 
that they are good men. 

The (pUowing resolution has already been adopted by the 
6enei*al Convention of New Hampshire, the Pastoral Association, 
and the Greneral Association of Massachusetts, and the Greneral 
Association of Connecticut; bodies embracing more than 500 
evangelical ministers of the gospel ; and it expresses, no <ioubt, the 
views .of hundreds of thousands of Christians and philanthropic 
men, in all parts of our land : — 

" As the use bf ardent spirit, for persons in health, is not only 
needless, but hurtful ; — as it tends to form mtemperate appetites and 
habits ; and while it is continued, the evils of intemperance can 
never be done away ; — as it causes a great portion of the pauperism, 
crimes and wretchedness of the c(»nmunil^ ; increases the number, 
frequency and violence of diseases ; depnves many of reason, and 
brings down multitudes to an untimely grave ; — as it tends to pro- 
duce in the children of those who use it a predisposition to intem- 
perance, insanity, and various diseases ; and to cause a universal 
deterioration ^of both body and mind; — as it tends to prevent the 
efficacy of the gospel, and all the means which God has provided 
for the moral and spiritual illumination and purification of men, and 
|hus to ruin them for both worlds, — Therefore, 

" Resolved, That, in our opinion, the traffic in ardent spirit, as an 
ardcle of luxury or diet, is inconsistent with the spirit and require- 
ments of the Christian religion, and ought to be abtuidoait through^ 
out the Christian world. 
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" And we would express our deep regret, that, after all the light 
which, in the course of providence, has been thrown on this subject 
by physicians, jurists, philanthropists and Christians, any sober man, 
especially any member of a Christian church, should be found en- 
gaged in this destructive traffic." 

The Methodist Quarterly Conference, at the city of Washington, 
March 16, 1831, adopted die following, viz: — 

" Believing the manufacture^ sale and use of ardent spirits to be 
unnecessary^ injurious, and inconsistent with ,the Christian profes- 
sion, — ^dierefore, resolved, that we will not manufacture, sell or use 
ardent spirits, and we will do all in our power to discountenance 
the manufacture, sale, and use of them by others." 

The Baltimore Annual Conference say, " Being deeply convinced 
tliat the manufacture and sale, as well as use, of 'ardent spirits, are 
inconsistent with the best interests of the community, and therefore 
incompatible with the Christian profession and character, we do 
hereby express our decided disapprobation of our members being 
concerned in the distillation and traffic of ardent spirits ; and 
with these views the members of this Conference invite all our lay 
brethren to get up petitions and memorials, for the next General 
Conference, p»ying that respectable body to take such measures 
as they in their wisdom shall judge best, to prevent the manufacture 
and sale of ardent spirits, by the members of the Methodist Episcopal 
church. And we also pledge ourselves to aid such of our lay 
brethren, in our respective circuits and stations, as may attempt to 
get up such memorials ; and we beg leave to call the attention of 
die other Annual. Conferences, and our lay brethren throughout the 
connection, to this important subject; and reqttest them to adopt 
similar measures in relation to it, that the General Conference may 
have before them a full expression of the sentiments of ^%Qr people 
on this subject, throughout the whole connection." 

Similar resolutions have been adopted by the Philadelphia Con- 
ference, and various other bodies. And no doubt, if temperate 
men do their duty, this will soon be the conviction of the whole 
Christian -FTorld, What stron(|er evidence can there be that the 
traffic in "^ ardent spirit is mconsist^nt with the Christian religion, 
than the facts whicn.^ exhibited in the foregoing Report ! 



u P. Xp- 52.) 

The first publji meetmg of the London Temperance Society 
was held on the 29th of June. A letter was read from the Lord 
Mayor, expressing his regret that official engagements prevented his 
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attendance ; whereupon Sir John Webb, Director General of the 
Medical Department of the Ordnance, was called to preside. On 
taking the chair, he mentioned the evils of spirit-dnnkmg in the 
army and navy, and m the community at large, as they had come 
betoe him as a magistrate. Intemperance, m his opinion, was the 
cause of most of the vices that prevailed. 

The Secretary then read a Keport, exhibiting the principles of 
the Society, and the progress of temperance in America, and in 
Scotland and Ireland. In England, 30 Societies had already been 
formed, and 100,000 tracts put into circulation. 

The meeting was then addressed by W. Allen, Esq., the Scdici- 
tor General of Ireland, Rev. Dr. J. r. Smith, Professor Edgar of 
Belfast, Rev. Dr. Hewit of Connecticut, Rev. Dr. Bennet, Mr. 
Collins of Glasgow, Mr. Carre, of New Ross, Ireland, the Bishop 
of Chester, and Rev. G. Clayton. 

The Solicitor General y Ireland^ after alluding to his official 
connection with another Temperance Society (the Hibevnian), and 
hb devotion to the cause, proceeded to give his views at length on 
three points — the objects of Temperance Societies — ^the necessity 
of them — and the adequacy of the measures adopted by them to 
secure their end. 

" The object of Temperance Societies was simple and single ; it 
was but one. The principle was so simple, that it was amazing it 
had escaped the skill, the ingenuity and the talent of so many cen- 
turies, and had remained to be discovered, within the last few years, 
by a clergyman in one of the Northern States of America. The 
simple principle was, that the common use of ardent spirits was 
one of the chief causes of the crimes, the misery, the poverty, and 
the distress of mankind in the present day ; and that there was oae 
efficient ranedv for the subjugation of that hostile prbciple, which 
had been preymg against man's best interests for so long a period 
of time ; namely, that it was the bounden duty of all who loved 
themselves, who loved their neighbors, and who venerated their 
Grod, to abstain from ardent spirits ^themselves, and by influence, 
example, and authority, to discountenance the use of them in others. 
Suppose ardent spirits were altogether unknown — suppose the 
knowledge of the mode of distilling them was lost — ^would there not 
be a gain by the loss? Oh, there would be great losers by it ; all 
the dram-shops would be shut up, the public houses would be 
closed ; — but much of the Sabbath-breaking would be put an end to ; 
much of blasphemy would be stopped ; much of perjury, swearing, 
assault, riot, and even murder, would be banidied from the land. 
Temperance Societies wanted to get rid of the^e poison shops alto- 
gether. That was the object of the present Vneetmg; and was 

there any man, who had the heart of a man, that would nise hb 
9* 
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hand against it? The language was, perhaps, too strong, but he 
was about to say, Was there any man so cold'-blooded, so careless, 
so indifferent about the interests of his neighbor, as to stand neuter 
when an intestine war was waging between holy and unholy prin- 
ciples? Yet that was the situation in which these stood who called 
themselves the temperate drinkers of the present day. The sword 
was drawn, the war was proclaimed, temperate members of society 
against ardent spirits ; and how could these men answer for it to 
their conscience, who were quiedy standing by ? They were trai- 
tors to the cause. He would enforce the Athenian intestinal war 
act against them, that, where two parties were contending, the man 
who stood neuter should be put to death. He begged permission 
to give his idea of a temperate man, because he knew that legal 
subtleties had been set up against these institutions. A temperate 
man was he whose reason ruled his appetite, and the intemperate 
man was he whose reason was ruled l^ his appetite. No man, in 
his humble judgment, could be considered a temperate man, who, 
to indulge his appetite, would do an injury either to himself, or, 
above sJl, to Ms neighbor. Now, if he were right in that definition, 
and if he could show that the man who used ardent spirits, in the 
most moderate degree, was dpmg an injury to his neighbor, then 
he dethroned him firom the situation in which he had placed him- 
self as a temperate man ; and the individual was, according to the 
true, logical, and philosophical definition of the word temperate, an 
inten^rate man. * 

Let all persons become subscribers to this institution, and, 
without adding one shilling to their expenses, they would cut off ten 
millions of expenditure, which they would have in their pockets to 
contribute to benevolent societies. The honorable and lea^ped gentie- 
man then proceeded to state, that three fourths of the cases of crime, 
of premature death, and of lunacy, and other violent and distressing 
msJadies, were occasioned by intemperance. And he would ask, 
whether, if there were a person present who wotdd refuse to become 
a subscriber to this institution, «iat person were not an accessory to 
the commission of these crimes, and to tlie procurement of these 
ills. He would bol^y state, diat if any person, after examining 
the documents which he should now present to the meeting, could 
coldly stand back, and say, " I will not support your Society, and 
thus give to the pubEc the benefit of my example," that individual 
would be chargeable with the guilt of an accessory to the evUs 
which spring from this fruitful source of crime, disease, and death. 
The honorable and learned gendeman here read the certificates to 
which he had referred. The first was that of the Physician-General 
of Ireland ; the second was signed by 77 professional men of Ed- 
inburgh ; he had others, also, m)m'Manchester, Bradford, and other 
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respectable and populous towns. They all reprobated, in strong 
terms, the use of ardent spirits, as dangerous to the health and 
existence of those who induked in them, and recommended their 
entire disuse. These physicians, the honorable and learned gen- 
tleman proceeded, had told the meeting, that out of the use oJF 
ardent spirits grew the direst maladies to which the human frame is 
subject. 

He had been long in the habit of prosecutine criminals at the 
bar of Justice in Ireland, and he could state positively, that at least 
three fourths of the crimmals tried there, were led on to crime by 
intemperance. The greater part of the crimes which were com- 
mitted in Ireland, were the results of intoxication-— of the use of 
ardent spirits. He had the sanction of all the high authorities in 
Dublin to the statement, that the disuse of ardent spirits would be 
one of the most effectual means of preventing crime there. And 
would not the same cause produce similar effects in London ? 

An individual, who has been in the habit of visiting the cells of 
the condemned, had told him that a condemned criminal had stated, 
that the plan adopted in the commission of murder, was, to get hold 
of some man fond of liquor, and, having taken him to a public 
house, having there made liim high in spirits, to reveal gradually 
the plan laid for robbery and murder, and then to prevail on him 
to execute the fatal deed. First, hints would be thrown out, and 
then more explicit statements would be made ; and he who at first 
shuddered at the very thought of crime, would ultimately yield to 
the effects of liquor and persuasion, and consent to do the deadly 
act proposed to him." 

Sir Astley Cooper, in a letter which was read, stated, that no 
person had greater hostility to dram-drinking than himself; inash 
much as he never suffered spirits to be in his house, considering 
them to be evil spirits ; and if the poor could see the white livers, 
the dropsies, and the shattered nervous systems which he had seen 
as the consequences of drinking, they would be aware that spiriU 
and poisons are synonymous terms. {Boston Recorder,) 
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The following is the form of agreement entered into by the dele- 
gates of Virginia, assembled at Williamsburg, August 1, 1774:— 

" Art. 3d. Considering the article of tea as the detestable instru- 
* fiient which laid the foundation of the present sufierings of our 
distressed friends in the tQ\in: of Boston, we view it with horror ; — 
and therefore. 



104 AMERICAN TEMPERANCE SOCIETY. 

" Resolvedy That we will not, from this day, import tea, of any 
kind whatever ; nor will we use it, nor suffer such of it as may now 
be on hand to be used, in any of our families." 

And they say, " tliat, in view of the grievances and distresses 
inflicted by the hand of power oa the people, they recommend their 
association to merchants, traders, and o&ers, hoping they will ac- 
cede to it cheerfully." Their hopes were not disappointed. Sim- 
ilar associations were formed throughout the land; and posterity, to 
all fiiture generations, will experience the benefit. 

And say5 a distinguished civilian, " What have we here ? An 
association on the principle of total abstinence. The men of '74, 
it seems, wpre no strangers to this wonder-working principle ; and 
they brought it forward in aid of one of the nc^lest causes that 
ever attracted the admiration and sympathies of the' world. The 
Virginia delegates looked upon tea, with its slavish appendage, 
* with horror.' So do w^, I hope, look with equal horror upon rum, 
with the slavery annexed to that. They resolve to abstain firom 
tea, and invite all others ttf do the same. We, in our turn, abstain 
from nm^ dx^i entreat all bthers to do the same. What was the 
slavery of drinking tea^ in comparison with the slavery occasioned 
by rtim-drinking, with all the abominations unutterable it bnngs on 
the bodies and souls of men ! Why, then, are not bonds for total 
abstinence from rtm, in 1S31, as necessary and proper as the same 
bonds to abstain from tea^ in 1774? Did the men of '74 and '76 
drive too fast, or carry matters to an extreme ? We answer, No. 
We all unitedly, conmiend their wisdom, energy, and self-denial. 
With these they gained our independence. How is it, then, that 
Temperance Societies drive too fast? As tea was once detested 
because it was the instrument that brought so much distress on our 
citizens, we would call upon all moderate drinkers to detest ardent 
spirit, and let it alone; and would entreat them to have com- 
passion for the distresses of their miserable fellow creatures, who 
are consuming away in the fires of intemperance." 

And if the men, who, in '76, cortUnued to trafBc in tea^ were 
viewed as traitors, aiding and abetting in the oppression of their 
couittry, how ought the men to be viewed who continue, now, 
to traffic in rum ? Are they not aiding in the promotion of intem- 
perance and all its abominations? And will they not be held re- 
sponsible at the divine tribunal ? Judge ye, and in such a manner 
that your judgment will not be reversed in the day of final decision. 
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R. (p. 55.) 

CIRCULAR 

Of the Executive Committee of , the N'ew York State Tempercmct 
Society^ addressed to the Commtssioners and Trustees of Com- 
mon Schools in this State, 

GXKTLXMXV, 

The Executive Committee, when they accepted their appoint- 
ment, felt themselves pledged to the public to make every effi)rt in 
their power to advance the cause of temperance ; and also, from dme 
to time, to recommend such measures as appear to them blest calcu- 
lated to promote its success. The attention of the Committee has 
recently been strongly directed to the importance of impressinc the 
minds of our youth on this important subject, and preserving them, 
as far as possible, from the dangers of intemperance. By the Re- 
port of the Secretary of State, it appears that there Iffe 9,063 dis- 
trict schools in the state, containing 500,000 pupils. If a Temper- 
ance Society could be formed in each of these schools, and each 
pupil become a member as soon as of sufficient age to understand 
the nature of the obligations, it could not but operate most benefi- 
cially ; and the Committee do not doubt but there may be found, in 
every school in the state, sufficient intelligence and proper feeling 
to induce them to form associations, if their attention could be prop- 
erly called to the subject, and properly directed in the first instance. 
You, gentlemen, as having the charge of common schook in each 
town of the state, have it in your power to bring about so desirable 
a result ; and we most earnestly and inost respectfully commend the 
subject to your consideration. The Committee woidd recommend, 
that the teachers of common schools should be selected from the 
persons who practise on the principle of total abstinence from strong 
drink — ^for without this beginning, we think nothing effectu^ 
can be accomplished ; that the youth of the schools be addressed 
on the subject by their teachers or the commissioners, and advised 
^0 form an association in each school, on the principle of entire ab- 
stinence. The pupils should elect their president, vice-president, 
secretary, treasurer and executive committee, fix)m their own num- 
ber ; their proceedings to be registered in a book, with the names 
of the members subscribed, and kept in the school. By a little as- 
sistance from the teachers, at the first organization, the Societies 
would be able to conduct their meetings (which should take place 
as often as once a month), when the members should deliver ad- 
dresses or read publications on the subject of intemperance. Should 

14 
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you think proper to adopt the suggestions of the Committee, they 
would further recommend, that the anniversaries of the Societies in 
the common schools should" be held on the last Tuesday of Octo- 
ber in each year, to enable them to report their proceedings to the 
Town Societies, who, it is expected, will hold their anniverssun'^ on 
the third Tuesday of November. They should report to the Town 
Societies the names of their president and secretary, the number of 
members, anid any other interesting information.. The State Soci- 
ety would thus be enabled to forward to these Societies their annual 
reports and otlier papers, as the Town Societies will report to the 
County Societies, and the County to the State Society. 

j... REUBEN H. WALWORTH, 

-'' President 
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EDWARD C. DELAVAN, 
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RICHARD V. DE WITT, 
ARCHIBALD CAMPBELL, 
JOSHUA A. BURKE, 
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FORM OF A CONSTTTUnON 

FOR AN 

AUXILIARY TEMPERANCE SOCIETY. 



Art. 1. This Society shall be called the 



Temperance Society, auxiliary to the American Temperance So- 
ciety. 

Art. 2. Any person subscribing this Constitution, shall be a 
member of this Society. 

Art. 3. We, whose names are hereunto a^nexed, believing that 
the use of ardent spirits is not only unnecessary, but hurtful to the 
social, civil, and religious interests of men, agree that we will not 
use them, or traffic in them ; nor vnll we provide them for the enter- 
tainment of friends, or for persons in our employment ; and in all 
suitable ways we will discountenance the use of them throughout 
the community. 

Art. 4. The officers of thi^ Society shall be a President, Vice- 
President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Auditor, who shall be chosen 
annually, and shall perform the duties customarily assigned to such 
officers. 

Art. 6. The officers of this Society, and such other members 
as shall be appointed for that purpose, shall constitute aa Executive 
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Committee, and per&'nn the various duties which are needful in or- 
der to promoie habits of temperance to 4he greatest extent ; and 
shall report annualhr to the Society. 

Art. 6. This &xjiety shall meet annually, on the 

day of , and at such other times as the Executive 

Committee shall appoint. 

Art. 7. Any pei-son, by giving a written notice to the Secretary, 
may, at any annual meeting, withdraw from this Society ; and tms 
Constitution may, at any annual meeting, by a recommendation of 
the Executive Committee, be altered by a vote of two thirds of the 
members of the Society. 



,t 



P. S. All &ot8 connected with the promotion of temperance^^^M which are 
adapted to be tiftefiil to the public, the Secretaiy ia requested to tnnamit to the 
Editor of the Journal of Humanity. 



The Way to farm a Temperance Soctety on the Plan of the fore- 
going ConstitiUion. . .y 

After the facts concerning the* nature and effects of distilled liquors 
have been made known, and circulated throughout the community, 
let a few friends of temperance, who have in i practice adopted the 
plan of entire abstinence from the use and the traffic in these liquors, 
prepare a constitution, and sign it themselves ; and let it be signed 
by as many of both sexes in their own families as wish to belong to 
the Society. Then let the consdtutioii be shown to all others who 
wish to see it, and receive the signatures of all, both male and fe- 
male, who have in practice adopted the plan, and choose to unite 
in such an association. -After all such persons have had an oppor- 
tunity to sign it, let them, and all others who wish to unite with 
them, be invited to come together, and appoint their officers, and 
transact any other business which ihe cause of temperance requires. 
In this way they will avoid the error, into which some have frdlen, 
of calling together the enemies of temperance, to decide whether it 
is expedient for its friends to form a Temperance Society. All 
collision will be avoided, the Society be formed with kindness and 
harmony, and great good will be accomphshed. With a Tempe- 
rance Society may, in many cases, be connected a library of useful 
books. Stated or occasional meetings may be held, to obtain and 
communicate information ; when all who have adopted the plan of 
abstinence, and are disposed, may have opportunity to join the 
Society. 

In many places, Societies, which, in this way, began with a few 
individuals, have, from their obvious utility, in a short time increased 
to hundreds, and have accomplished great good to the community. 
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The Benefits of a Tenmefance Society in a Toton of about one 

thousand Inhabitants. 

1. The annual expense of ardent spirit lessened more than 
$9000. 

2. The number of retailers reduced from 17 to 0. 

3. The number of drunkards lessened 24. 

4. l^ore than 20 drunkards completely reformed.— -(Cttm&erZaiuZ 
County Rep, — Maine.) 



Benefits of a Temperance Society in a Toum of abmU two thou^ 

sand Inhabitants. 

1. No person in the place who has become intemperate within 
the last four years. 

2. No drunkard but whit has been improved-^-fits of intoxica- 
tion less frequent. 

3. Sober drmkers greatly improved — drink much kss than for- 
merly — and had rather not be seen when theytirink — are evidently 
ashamed of it — and when they purchase, choose to go in the night. 

4. Families of the poor rising — are better clothed and fed — ^the 
children more generally at school^ and their parents much more use- 
frd and happy. 

5. The prayers of a greater nun^er rising, we trust from the 
heart, for spiritual blessings on themselves and their children. 

6. Open revilers, from among whom the ranks of drunkards, 
thinned by death, were annually supplied, are approximating in their 
habits towards the habits of those temperate men against whom 
they reviled. 

7. All are more safe ; — and let the friends of temperance per- 
severe, and the prospect is, that three fourths, of those who would, 
had it not been for the Temperance Society, have died drunkards, 
will now die sober men ; and many, there b reason to hope, Chris- 
tians. 

8. A numerous and respectable class, who have Hot yet united 
with the Temperance Society, and who were in habits of daily tem- 
perate drinking, have ceased to use the drunkard's drink, and throw 
their inftuence on to the dde of the Temperance Society. 

9. Between six hundred and seven hundred abstain entirely, and 
belong to the Temperance Society^ 

10. A great saving of time and money. 

11. Much less wine, cider, beer, or fermented liquor of any kind, 
used now than before. ^ 

^'My own experience (says a member of the above Temperance 
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Society) on this point is conclusive. On ceasing to fiimish my 
workmen with mm, I expected an increased consumption of fer- 
mented liquors. But the reverse, to my surprise, has been the fact. 
I save the money, the rum, the cost, the; trouble, and the cost of the 
other liquors formerly drank to quench the thirst which rum pro* 
voked," 

12. A considerable amount has been deposited, by the poor be- 
longing to the Society, in small sums, in the Savmgs' Bank.* 

13. A great increase of intellectual and moral improvement; 
and a library of more than 600 volumes, and read more in a month 
than all the libraries in town were before in a yaar. 

14. The tavern is forsaken for the Lyceum room, in which the 
members of tlie Temperance Society meet fourteen times in a year. 
And the time once spent in dissipation is now spent in preparing 
speeches and addresses on scientific, literary, moral ana religious 
subjects, to be read or delivered at the temperance meetings. 

Iji short, time, money, health, strength, character, intellect, and 
every thing adapted to make life a blesgiiig, or which tends to lead 
men to use it for the great end for which life was given, have been 
saved, and to a great amount by the formation and operations of the 
Temperance Society. 

Those who practise total abstinence are, as a body, most obvi- 
ously and rapidly going ahead of those \dio do not, in knowledge, 
influence, and prosperity. 

Their appearance, their farms, their houses, their teams, their „ 
families, and every thing, show it, and so plainly, that any one may 
se^ and read its cause as he p^es. 

" We need a spirit of perseverance (says the man above refer- 
red to) and the divine bless'mg, and we need nothing else, to insure 
complete and triumphant success.'^ 

" The laws of nature are nqt more certain than it is, that the ope- 
rations of Temperance Societies promote industry, economy, intel- 
ligence, and virtue. And for these distinguished blessings, in pos- 
session and in prospect, and for the invaluable improvement in our 
pecuniary, intellectusd and moral condition, permit me, my dear sir, . 
to say I feel under great obligation tb yourself in the outset, and to 
the subsequent efforts and success of the American Temperance 
Society, for our prosperity in this caiije. 

It is true that I and another gentleman had made the formation 
of a Temperance Society the subject of conversation for ajear or 
two before the formation of the American Temperance Society ; but 

it was the hearing of your effort in A that finally led us to act. 

Had it not been for tliat, we might have continued deliberating to 
this day. 

For the continued and increased prosperity of yourself and your 

* Let a man, from the age of twenty-one to the age of siztj-one, laye bat nz 
cents a day, and it will amount, at interest, to if35>& 36 
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cause, you have, and, I trust, will always have, the ardent prayers 
and hearty co-operation, /tts far as he is capable, .of your assured 
fiiend." (Communicated by a member of one of thejir^t Tefhpe- 
ranee Societies, formed on the plan of abstinence ff^om the use of 
ardent spirits, in th§ United States, to the Corresponding Secreta^ 
ry of the American Temperance Society.) 



Should all the inhabitants of the United States cease to use in- 
toxicating liquor, the following would be some of the beneficial 
results, viz. — ^ 

1 . Not an individual would hereafter bexjome a drunkard. 

2. Many, who are now drunkards, woOld reform, and would be 
saved from! the drunkard's grave. • * 

3. As soon as those who would not reform should be dead, which 
would be but a short time, nbt a drunkard would be found, and 
the whole land would be free. 

4. More than three (bflprths of the pauperism of the country 
might be prevented ; and also more than three fourths of the crimes. 

5. One of the grand causes of error in principle, and inmiorality 
in practice, and oi all dissipation, vice and wrejtchedness, would be 
removed. 

6. The nuitiber, frequency and severity of diseases would be 
greatly lessened ; and the number and hopelessness of maniacs in 
our land, be exceedmgly diminished. 

7. One of the greatest dangers of our children and youth, and 
one of the principal causes of bodily^ei;ital and moral deteri6rati(»], 
would be removed. / ' 

8. Loss of property, in one generation, to an amount greater 
than the present value of all the houses and lands in the united 
States, might be prevented. V 

9. One of the greatest dangers to our firee institutions, to the per- 
petuity of our government, and to all the blessings of civil and reli- 
gious liberty, would be removed. , - ^ 

10. The efficacy of the gospel, and all the means which God 
has appointed for the spiritual and eternal good of men, woujd be 
exceedmgly 'augmented ; and the same ampunf bf moral and reli- 
gious effort might be expected to produce more than double its 
present effects. 

11. Multitudes of every generation, through all future ages, 
might be prevented fi-om sinking into an untimely g^ve, and into 
endless torment : they might be transformed into thci divine image, 
and prepared, through grace, for the endless joys of heaven. 

12. God would be honored, voluntarily and actively, by much 
greater numbers; and with greater clearness, and to a greater ex 
tent, would, through their instrumentality, manifest his glory. 
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The Fourth and Fifth RepTts of (he American Temperance Society may be had, in any 
HWVtity, wholesale or retail, of Aaron Russell, No. 6 Comhill, Boston ; or, John P. Haven, 
NV. 148 Nassau Street, New-York. 

These publications, which are stereotyped, and contain about 120 pages each, are co:i- 
structed, not on the plan of behig merely annual, or temporary Beports,, but on the plan of 
being permanent dopoments, exhibiting pr^i^pleB and &cts, which, till the use of ardent 
spirit as a drink has ceased, will be as important to the welfhre of the community as -they 
are now. 

Had the Society the means, they would give to these publications a gratuitous and unijersat 
circulation*, that every child in the United States might become acquainted with the 
nature smd efibcts of araent spirit ; and with the benefits which, diould tiie use of it as a drink 
be discontinued, would result to our country and the world. > But as they have not the means 
of doing this,-the books are sold at 25 cenu single, $2.25 by the dozen. ,and $16.67 by the 
hundred. Temperance Societies, friends of Temperance, and all benevolent individuals are 
requested to give to these documents a universal circulation. Tlie avaib will be devoted to 
the promotion of the cause of Temperance throughout the United States. 

All persons friendly to the cause of Temperance are requested to use their infioenoe to .put 
a copy of these Beports Uito every fiunily in the country. 






CONSTITUTION OP THE SOCIETY- 



Preabisle. Whereas the unproper use of intoxicating liquors has been 
found by experience to be the source, of evils of incalculable ma^tude, 
both as to the temporal and eternal interests of individuals, fanmies and 
communities.; and whereas the prevalence of thi»4rice has such a fatal ef 
jbacy in hindering the success of all the common means which God has 
ippointed for the moral and religious improvement of men ; and whereas 
(he various measures which the friends of Christian morality have adopted, 
though nqt altogether unsuccessful, have been found quite insufficient to give 
aity effectual and pertnanent check to this desolating evil ; and whereas 
some more Vigorous means are evidently required, — some system ofin- 
struction and action, which will make a steady and powerful impression on 
the present and following generations, and wUl, in this way, ultimately ef- 
tiect a change of public sentiment and practice in regard to the use of 
intoxicating liquors, and thus put an end to that wide-spreading intemoer- 
ance, which has already cauaL^'d such desolations in every part of our 
country, and which threatens tidr^truction to the best interests of this 
growing and mighty Republic; — therefore the friends of domestic and 
social luippiness now present, wishing to do all in their power to promote 
the welfare of their fellow men, resolve to form a Society, with the follow 
ing Constitution, namely : — 

Articxe I. The. Society shall be called The Americait' Temperance 
Society. 

Art. II. The Society shall, from time to time, elect additional mem- 
bers, as they shall judge expeiUent ; always keeping in mind thatd||Kions 
are so to^ be made^ as shall best accord with the desi^ of rendering this a 
national institution, and giving it the most extensive mdSuence possibtiL 

Art. III. Any person who pays to the Treasurer of the. Society five 
dollars annually^ or who has paid or shall pay thirty dollars, at one time, 
shall be a member, of the Society ; provided the donor shall also subscribe 
to the following :— "I pledge myself to an entire abstinence from the use 
of ardent spirits, except when prescribed by a temperate physician, in case 
of sickness." 

Art. iV. Any person who has paid, or who shall pay, not less than 
thirty dollars to the funds of the Society, shall become an honorary mem- 
ber thereof; and every person who has paid, or shaU hereafter pay, not 
less than two hundred and fifty dollars, shall be an Honorary Vice Presi- 
dent of the Society. - 

Art. V. The Society shall meet annually, at such time and place as 
they shall appoint, and shall choose by ballot a President, Vice President, 
Corresponding Secretary, Recording Secretary, Treasurer, Auditor, an 
Executive Committee of five members, and such* other officen as shall in 
their opinion be n<|ife»ary. 

* • 
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Art. VI. It shall be the duty of the Society to have a general supcr^ 
intendence of all the concerns of the institution, and of the measures to 
be pursued for promoting its object « 

Art. VII. It shall be the duty of the President, or, in his absence, of 
the Vice President, to preside at aU meetings of tfte Society, and to call 
special meetings, at die request of the Executive Committee. 

Art. VIII. It shall be.the duty of the Executive Committee, to carry 
into eflfect all votes and orders of Uie Society, and to take proper measures 
for obtaining the funds necessary for accomplishing its benevolent designs ; 
to appoint agents in different parts of the country, as shall be judged most 
conducive to the great object of the Society ^ to draw orders on the 
Treasurer for the payment of all moneys, which shall be expended in tiui 
work of love ; to inspect annually tlie state of the treasury.; and, in gen- 
eral, to perform all other duties, not inconsistent • with this Constitution, 
which they shall deeif necessary for promoting habits of temperance to 
the greatest extent Of their proceedings they shall make an annual re 
port to the Society. 

Art. IX. The Corresponding Secretary shall be requured to devote 
himself with diligence and fidelity to the business of the Society. And in 
execution of his offic^, it shall be his duty, under the direction of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee, to make appropriate communications, by pamphlets, 
correspondence, and personal interviews, to ministers of the gosj^l, to 
physicians, and others, and to consult and co-operate with them for the pur- 
pose of guarding those under their influence against the evils of intem- 
perance ; to take pains, in all proper methods, to make a seasonable and 
salutary impression, in relation to this subject, on those who are favored 
with a public and refined education, and are destined in various ways to 
have a leading influence in society ; to make it a serious object to intro- 
duce into the publications of the day, essays and addresses on the subject 
of intcxicacting liquors, and to induce teachers, and those concerned in the 
support of schools, to .abor diligently to impress the minds of the young 
with the alarming and dreadfiil evils to which all are exposed who indulge 
themselves in the use of strong drink ; to make affectionate and earnest 
addresses to Christian churches, to parents and guardians, to children, ap- 
prentices, and servants, and all other descriptions of persons, and to set 
cleiAy before them the effect of spirituous liquors on health, on reputation, 
. and on all the temporal and eternal interests of men, and to vtrge- them, 
by'the most weighty arguments, drawn from the present and the future 
world, to keep themselves at a distance firom this insidious and destructive 
Toe ; to do whatever is practicable and expedient towards the forming of 
voluntary associations for the purpose of promoting the ends of ttA So- 
ciety ; and, in general, to labor, by all suitable means, and in reliance 
upon the divine blessing, to fix the eyes of persons of both sexes, and 
of all ages and conditions, on the magnitude of the evil which this Soci* 
X ety aims to prevent, and on the immeasurable good which it aims to secure ; 
and to produce such a change of public sentiment, and such a renova- 
tion of the habits of individuals, and^iie customs of the community, that, in 
the end, temperance^ with aU its aUettdant blessings, may universally prevail. 

And it is always to be kept in remembrance by the Secretary and by 
the Executive Committee, and to be adopted as a principle to regulate 
their measures, that, while they are to make use perseveringly of all fit 
and promising means for the reformation of those who have already, in 
different degrees, contracted. habits of intemj^rance, — the utility of the 
institution must chiefly consist in guarding against danger those who are 
yet uneontaminated by this loathsome and fsSal vice. 



ANNUAL MEETING. 



The Society held its Fifth Annual Meeting at Park Street 
Church, May 30, 1832. The meeting was opened at half past 
11 o'clock, A: M., the President in the chair. A prayer was 
offered by the Rev. Heman Hi^mphrey, Pj^esident of Amherst 
College. Parts of the Report were then r^d by the Corres- 
ponding Secretary. 

On mption of the Rev* Howard Malcom, Pastor of the Bap- 
tist Church, in Federal Street, Boston, seconded by Rev. O. 
Eastman, one of the Secretaries of the. American Tract Society, 

Resolved, That the Report, extracts of which have now been read, be accept- 
ed and printed, under the direction of the Execntive Committee. 

On motion of the Rev. John W. Chickering, Pastor of the 
Congregational Church in Bolton, seconded by the Rev. G. W 
Blagden, Pastor of Salem Church, Boston, 

Resolved, That should the young men of the United States adopt the pruciple 
of abstinence ii-om the use of ardent spirit, and from the traffic in it, and unite in 
Temperance Societies, they would become the benefactors of our conntiy and the 
world. 

On motion of .the Rev. Nathaniel H^wit, Pastor of a church 
in Bridgeport, Conn, s^conded'^by the Rev. John H. Church, 
Pastor of a church in Pelham, N. H., 

Resolved, That the tragic in ardent spirit is an immorality, and ought to be 
viewed and treated as such throughout the earth. 

Immediately afler the public services, the annual business of 
the Society was transacted. The Reports of the Treasurer and 
Auditor were read, and accepted; and the following officers 
were chosen, viz. * 

Hon. SAMUEL HUBBARD, President. 

S. V. S. WILDER, Esq. Vice President, 

Rev. JUSTIN EDWARDS, Corresponding Secretary, 

ENOCH HALE, M. D. Recording Secretary, 

Hon. GEORGE ODIORNE, Treasurer, 

HENRY HILL, Esq. Auditor. 

JOHN TAPPAN. Esq. 

Hon. GEORGE ODIORNE, 

Hon. HEMAN LINCOLN, > Executive Committee, 

Rev. JUSTIN EDWARDS, 

ENOCH HALE, »L D. 
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Twenty additional members were then elected, and the Society 

was adjourned, sine die, 

.+■ 

At a subsequent meeting, holden in Boston, Ang. 24, 1832, 
the following votes and resolutions wer6 passed, yiz. 

1. That Presidents, Secretaries, and Chairmen of Executive 
Committees, or Boards of Direction of all State Temperance 
Societies in the United States, adopting the plan of abstinence 
from the use of ardent spirit as a drink, and from the traffic in it,> 
be, ex officio, members of the American Temperance Society. 

2. That Presidents, Secretaries, and Chairmen of Executive i 
Committees, or Boards of Direction, of all National and State 
Temperance Societi^ii in fpreign countries be, ea: officio, honorary 
members of the American Temperance Society. 

3. As the use of ardent spirit is found to be one of the most 
productive causes of cholera, and numerous other fatal diseases, 
and those who traffic in the article are exerting a powerful in- 
fluence to increase and perpetuate those\evils. Therefore, 

Resolved, That the good. of the commimity, especially at thu time, indispen- 
sably requires that they shoidd discoqtinue this vicious and destnictire employ- 
ment. 

4. As the temperance reformation is immediately connected 
with the temporal and eternal good of men ' and the friends of 
tne object are dependent on God for success in all their effi:)rts 
to promote it. Therefore, 

Resolved, That it be l-ecommended to' them to devote a portion of each sab- 
bath day morning, as a season, of special prayer (for the divine guidance and bless- 
ing; that all sobei; iuen, and especially all member o£ Christian churches, may be 
led to renounce the use of arde|it spirit as a drink, and also the manufacture and' 
traffic in it; and that no member of the community may continue to encourage, to 
countenance, or connive at so destructive an evil^ 
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Bt the facts presented in the Fourth Report of this Society^ die 
following truths are established^ viz. ^ 

1. Ardent spirit as a drink is not needful. 

2. It is not useful. 

3. It is a poison which injures both the body and the mind. 
And this results not merely from the great and increasing quantity 
of the liquor which may be tsjcen, but from the kind. It is a liquor 
which is injurious in its nature, and which cannot be taken without 
harm. 

4. It impairs, and often destroys reason. 

5. It lessens the power of motives to do right. 

6. It strengthens the power of motives to do wrong. , , 

7. it tends to bring all who use it to a premature grave; 
and usher those who understand its nature and effects, and yet 
contmUe to drink it, or to fiimish it as a drink for others, bto a 
miserable eternity. 

From these truths, all of which are estabUshed by numerous 
and indubitable facts, it follows that to use ardent spirit as a drink, '^« ^ 
to manufacture, buy, sell, pt in any way furnish it as a drink for 
others, is a sin ; and in magnitude equal to all the evils, temporal 
and eternal, which it tends to produce. He who has the means of 
understanding its nature and effects, and yet continues to use it, or 
to furnish it, will at the divbe tribunal, and ought at the bar of pub* 
lie opinion, to be held responsible for its e^cts. For the pauper-' 
ism, crime, sickness, insanity, wretchedness and death, which h# 
occasions, he is responsible. " In the vice of drunkenness," says 
a distinguished member of Congress,^ ^'as indeed in every 
other, the man who holds out the temptation to it, is the chief 
transgressor. The weak mortal who is sunken by intemperance 
to the level of the brute, is a victim to the avarice of the man who 
can calmly look upon him, and continue for cents and sixpences to 
sell him the dreadiul poison." And says an eminent writer, "Words 

* Hon. Jamee M. Wayne. 
I 
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cannot expitJ^ the guilt of those individuals who are now engagady 
in any way, in manufacturing or vending ardent spirits." Such 
ought to be, and as light prevails, such will be, tb^ sentiment of 
the whole community. The men who famish the means^ and 
present tlie -lemptatioa for tlie makmg of drunKards, are partakers 
in their guilt, and ripening for their awful reti'ibution. They are 
exerting an influence which is hostile to the holiness and happiness 
of the community ; and which tends strongly to the destruction of 
man for both worlds. 

To illustrate tliese truths, and impress them on the hearts of all, 
ihfe Executive Committee of the American Temperance Society 
bave, through the divine kindness,- continued their operations dur- 
ing another year. The laji^ Report, which contains the history of 
this Society, and of its operations from its commencement, and also 
the reasons why its great principles should be extended through the 
world, was stereotyped ; and ten thousand copies have been printed. 

It has been -circulated in various parts of the United States, 
and copies have been sent to Canada, New Brunswick, and Nova- 
Scotia: to Mexico and South America ; to England, Ireland, Scot- 
land, Denmark, Sweden, Russia, Germany, Malta, Palestine, Tur- 
• key, Bombay, Ceylon, Bunnah, China, Liberia, and tlie Sandwich 
Islands ; and the committee have abundant assurances that it has 
been productive of great good. It has been received with special 
approbation, and has produced powerful effects. While reading it, 
the rum drinker has resolved no longer to use the poison, and the 
rum seller no longer to poison his fellow men ; the man who had 
renounced the use of it and the ti*affic ioijl, and tliought that that was 
enough, has resolved, while reading it, to unite with others in a 
Temperance Society, and to do g(>od as he has opportunity to aU ; 
because he has felt, that to him that koqpreth to do good, and doeth 
it not, to him it is sin. Those who had nefore united with societies 
have been excited to new and more vigorous exertions, and thus 
the number and influence of such societies have been greatly in- 
creased. The conviction is extending, that all men are under sacred 
obligations to aid in this cause, and to continue their efforts till in- 
temperance is done away. It is seen that short enlistments will not 
answer the purpose; and increasing numbers are engaging to 
serve during the war. An old man of more than fourscore years, 
s^cted with a bodily infirmity, for which he had been advised by 
a physician to use ardent spirit as a medicine, was presented 
widi a constitution of a Temperance Society on the plan of absti- 
nence. He read it, and said, "That is the thing to save our 
country ; I will join it." " No," said one, " you must not joiii it, 
because ardent spirit is necessary for you, as a medicine." " I 
know," said he, "that I have used it, but if something is not done, 
our country will be ruined 5 and I will not be accessary to the ruin 
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of my country. I will join the Society." "Then," said another, 
"you will die." Well," said the old man, in the true spirit of '76, 
"for my couatry, I can die;" and signed the constitution; gave 
up his medicine, and his disease fled away. It was the remedy 
that kept up the disease ; and when he had renounced the one, 
he was relieved of the other. So it probably would be, in nine 
cases out of ten where this poison is used as a medicine. It tends 
to perpetuate and aggravates disease, till it ends in death ; and 
often does it render that which would otherwise be slight and 
temporary, permanent and fatal. Another old man, once the gov- 
ernor of the State in which he lives, who had long been afflicted 
with a disease for which ardent spirit had been prescribed as a re- 
medy, at a temperance meeting, sai<j^ 

" Friends and neighbors : I am now more than seventy years 
of age. You all know my state of health. I have been trying an 
experiment for two months past in abstaining from the use of ar- 
dent spirits, which affords me muph relief from the great distress 
I at times experience. My siifiering has been great, but less than 
I feared. In the War of the revolution, I commanded a company 
of militia in this state. At the approach of the enemy to Benning- 
ton, I had just recovered from a fever that had corifined me to 
my* bed for many days. I had not then left my room. The 
alarm was given, the militia called out ; and I, in opposition to the 
entreaties and expostulations of my friends, marched at the head 
of my company for Bennington. In our march we had to ford a 
river ; a isturdy soldier shouldered and carried me over on his 
back. We met the eneday, — fought — conquered, — and returned 
in safety to our families. I thus put my life in jeopardy to aid in- 
serving my country, and I am willing to do it again. An enemy 
more powerful and subd^than the British, is destroying our fire- 
sides, and trampling with iron hoofs the fairest portions of our land. 
I present myselJf to join your ranks in tliis war of extermination, 
and enlist under your banner, bearing the motto " Total Absti- 
nence." This step will no doubt shorten my days. Be it so ; I 
stand ready to sacrifice my life in the cause, and I fieely subscribe 
your pledge, totally and forever to abstain ifrom the use of ardent 
spirits." 

We are hajppy in the expectation that the life of this venerable 
patriot, instead of bemg shortened, as he expected by joining the 
Temperance Society, will probably be prolonged a number oi 
years. And if it should not, liis comfort on die whole, and his 
usefulnass will no doubt be greatiy mcreased, by all his disinterest- 
ed sacrifices for the good of others. 

Some friend, your committee are informed, sent to the first ot 
these men a copy t>f your last Report ; and he has read it through 
six times ; says that he will have it bound, laid up by the side of 
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bis Bible, and keep it idll he dies. No book of the size, he thinkii 
wfll do greater good to the couotrj. 

" Thisi RepMt, says a judicious writer, contains ^ detailed and 
faithful history of one of the greatest changes which was ever ef- 
fected in the condition of the human race. The Temperance 
Reformation will form a most important chapter in the history of 
navigation and commerce, of political economy aiid morals, of 
manners and fashions, and of the christian religion. There is reason 
to believe that a great proportion of the youth and children in the 
United States, and of the young men under thirty yeari of age, 
are acting on the temperance principle. Those who drink, and 
diose who vend or manufecture the poison, are generally over thir- 
ty years of age. Their b(klies will soon fall in the wilderness 
where they have tempted God and their fellow men ; a new genera- 
tion who have not been slaves in Egypt, will rise up and enter a land 
flooring with what is better than milk and honey. A vision of glo- 
ry and beauty, such as the dymg legislator of Israel did not see 
from the top of Pisgahj opens to the eye of the philanthropist and 
christian of this country. We would recommend the Report of 
the Temperance Society, with all the earnestness in our poWei. 
We wish it could be circulated by hundreds of thousands. It 
contains facts and reasonings which are absolutely irresistible. 
It is precisely the pamphlet which was wanted. Why will not 
every temperance society in the land supply all their members 
with acopy ?"* 

A distingoished gentleman from the city of Washington, writes, 
" The Fourth Report of the American Temperance Society seems 
to receive the universal approbation of all sects and parties, as a 
paper most able and judicious. It s6ems to me that the supply of 
a copy. to each family in the United Stales, would do very much 
toward accomplishing the great object for which it is designed, 
the removal oi intemperance from the country." After saying that 
a copy had been presented ^to each member of congress, and that 
its- good effects had been manifested in the great temperance meet- 
ing which had been held in the capitol, he adds, " The strong and 
steady march of the temperance cause in this region, and at the 
South, and West, is obvious and unequivocal. That the great 
principles of the Reformation are every where gaining ground, 
and that public sentiment is every day rising in its demands, and 
that the manufacture, sale, and use of ardent spirits are daily 
becoiping more and more disgracefulyis most imquestionably true. 
And if all christians and sober men will do their duty, fear- 
lessly and perseveringly, I am sure our country will be puriiied." 
This sentiment deserves to be written in letters of gold. It is the 

.' * Joimal of Education, Vol. ir. No. 2. p. 148 
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hinge on which the Temperance Reformadony with all its inesti- 
mable benefits, now turns. ^^ y^ christians and sober men wiU do 
th^r duty y fearlessly and perseveringly, our country will be puri^ 
fied.^^ How momentous then is their duty j and, how overwhelm- 
ing will be their guilt, if they do not perform it. "The meeting 
at the capitol," the writer adds, " will do great good, and in a thou- 
sand ways. Temperance^ publications have been working their 
way, and hardly a day passes but brings new evidence of the pro 
gress of the cause in this city and neighborhood." 

Similar testimonies have been received from various other parts 
of the country. Friends of temperance, in many places, have put 
a copy of the Report into eveiy family. In other cases benevo- 
lent individuals have visited various towns in a county, delivered 
addresses, or read extracts from the Report, and at the close of 
meetings proposed a subscription, and thus procured for it a gen- 
eral circulation. Parents have often taken copies for their child- 
ren ; and could each child in the United Slates, have one for his 
own, and become acquainted with its principles and facts, your 
committee cannot but think, with the writer above referred to, that 
it would do very much for the salvation of. the country. Those 
facts are so various and strong, so numerous* and decisive, that it 
appears to be hardly possible for any one, not abandoned to hard- 
ness of heart and blindness of mind, to become acquainted with 
them, in their various bearings, connexions, and consequences, 
and not be deeply and permanently affected by them. Many a 
man who, by reformation, has been saved from the drunkard's 
grave, may say, " Had I known when I was young what 1 know 
now, I might always have been a sober man ; have been saved 
from wretchedness unspeakable, and ray family been saved from 
ruin." And many a man, now in the drunkard's grave and in the 
drunkard's eternity, had he known in youth, what every child in 
the United States may know now, and acted accordingly, might 
have been in glory, singing the song of Moses, and the song of 
the Lamb. Had the facts contained in that Report been known 
to every child in our land fifty years ago, and duly regarded, more 
than half a million of men had been saved from the. drunkard's 
grave ; more than five millions from, the living death of drunken 
relatives and friends ; and one of the sorest, foulest calamities 
which has ever afflicted humanity had been prevented. And 
as the Report is adapted to be a permanent document, and till 
drunkenness has ceased, its principles, facts, and reasonings will be 
as important as they are now, — ^the committee cannot but unite in 
the desires expressed by many in this, and other countries, that it 
may have a universal circulation. They rejoice to learn that an 
abstract of it, in an edition of ten thousand copies, has been pub- 
lished in the state of North Carolina, and that the whole Report 

2* " 



6 AMEBIC AN TEICPERAHCE SOCIETY. [116 

has been republbhed in Great Britain, and large portions of it m 
numerous publications, in this, and other countries. It is spoken 
of, in the Lnglish papers, as ^' one of the most cheering and extra- 
ordinary documents which has ever appeared, in any age or coun- 
try*** " It would seem, they say, as if Great Britain were follow- 
ing, in some humble measure, the noble example of our transat- 
lantic brethren — ^and the provinces are rising up, en masse, in fa- 
vor of Temperance Societies." 

The editor of the English Temperance Magazine and Review 
says, " We have before us the Fourth Report of the American 
Temperance Society ; and certainly, it has seldom fallen to our 
lot to peruse a more important and deeply interesting publication. 
We look at the facts which it adduces, atid the results which it ex- 
hibits of exertions made in the cause of Teriiperance, and we are 
compelled, on a careful examination, to come to the conclusion that 
the enemy of Temperance Societies is the enemy of man. He 
may be so ignorantly ; he may be so unwittingly ; he may be so 
ander the impression that Temperance Societies are the fruit of 
enthusiasm,. and that there is no harm in drinking a little ; still we 
repeat it, he is the eqemy of man ; and he is an opponent of one 
ofthe grandest practical schemes which has ever been devised for . 
the promotion of human comfort and happmess." 

" The Lord Chancellor from his place on the wool-sack denoun- 
ced gin-drinking as an evil so extensive that if any thing could pre- 
vail on him to abandon his principles of free trade, it would be 
the desire to put down the free trade in ardent spirit. We can- 
not help thinking that the old world is under deep obligation to 
America for the developement of the principles of Temperance 
Societies ; and now that they have been introduced and with suc- 
cess into Great Britain, we trust that we shall not be slack, as 
, Englishmen, in acknowledging our obligations. We know diat 
there has been a feeling in this country against every thing Ameri- 
can, but we trust and believe that that day has gone by, never to re- 
turn. Let us emulate them in this good work, and may the alac- 
ri^ with which we follow in their footsteps excite them to persevere 
till the cope-stone of the building is brought forth with joy. We 
warmly recommend this Report to any individual who wishes to 
be correctly informed on the subject on which it treats. To 
Temperance Societies and the friends of temperance it cannot fail 
of proving highly interesting ; and if they peruse it with the same 
feelings which we have done, they will rise from the perusal more 
firmly determined than ever, to go on with the work which they 
have begun, and in the strength of God, not to give in, till death 
sounds the retreat." 

The Temperance Society Record, printed at Glasgow in Scot- 
land, says, *^ It is a work which will be read with deep interest by 
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those who rejoice in seeing suffering humanity delivered from such 
a desolating scourge ; and its numerous facts and solemn appeab 
cannot fail to produce in the minds of those who give it an atten- 
tive perusal sentiments favorable to Temperance Societies." 

A gentleman writes from the island of Maka, " The Fourtb 
Report of the American Temperance Society is doing great good 
here. One of the Judges to whom I lent it is delightea with it.** 
Another gentleman says, " Give to that Report a universal circu- 
lation, and it will accomplish the object. The facts and reasoning 
cannot be resisted." 

In June last, through the distinguished liberality of a friend of 
this cause, our late agent the Rev. Dr. Hewit visited England. 
He was received with great kij:idness, and his labors were crovm- 
ed with signal success. A meeting in London, of the friends of 
Temperance, was appointed previous to his arrival, for the pur- 
pose of forming a London Temperance Society. That meeting 
he was enabled to attend ; and his communications added greatly 
to the interest of the occasion. Persons were present not only 
from the metropolis, but from various parts of England, Ireland, 
and Scotland, and a London Temperance Society was formed. 
The impression was so strong, the need and practicability of a 
Temperance Reform so obvious,* and the benefits, which, should 
it become universal, it would confer on the world, were so numer- 
ous and important, that at a subsequent meeting, by the desire of 
Dr. Hewit and othersf they enlarged the object of the societv and 
also its name. " The London Temperance Society " was chang- 
ed to the "British and Foreign Temperance Society"! for the 
purpose of extending its blessings throughout the kingdom and 
throughout the world. Should tliey continue to act in' accordance 
with uieir high privileges, their great responsibility and their dis- 
tmguished name, and \vith the success, which, through the divine 
kindness, may be expected in that case to attend their exertions, 
this event will form an era in the histor}' of tlie Temperance Re- 
formation. In addition to other efficient measures, the friends of 
the object have established in London two monthly periodicals, viz. 
The British and Foreign Temperance Herald, 27,000 copies of 
which have been published, and the Temperance Magazine and 
Review. One is a dudecimo, and the other an octavo, and both 
are to be devoted to this great cause : there are also two monthly 
publications, viz. The Temperance Society Record, published in 
Scotland ; and the Temperance Advocate, published in Ireland , 
besides various other publications of different forms, devoted to 
this object in different parts of the kingdom. The number oi 

* Appendix A. t Appendix B. t i^ppoMJiT 
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copies which have been published during the year amounts to 
more than a million. 

Mr. Carr, of Ireland, and Mr. Cruikshank, of Scotland, have 
been employed as agents ; more than two hundred metings have 
been held, and numerous Temperance Societies formed in various 
parts of the kingdom. More than a hundred thousand are now 
embodied in Great Britain, on the plan of abstinence from the 
use of ardent spirit ; and among tliem are 400 veteran British 
seamen, inmates of Greenwich Hospital, under the auspices of the 
distinguished naval officers who govern that institution. 

Dr. Hewit also visited France, and would have gone to Ireland 
and Scodand had not providential afflictions in his family hastened 
his return.* But although his stay was shorter than was desired 
by the friends of Temperance,' both in this country and in Eng- 
land, we would gratefully acknowledge the kindness of Providence 
in his preservation, and in the good which he was enabled to ac- 
complish ; and indulge the hope that the benefits will be fek to 
all future time. 

We view it as a great favor, and hail it as a token for 
good, that a system of effort to abolish the use of ardent spirit, 
and the traffic in it, was devised and adopted previously to the ap- 
pearance in Europe of tiiat direful malady the Cholera, nine tenths 
of whose victims are those who indulge in strong drink. And we 
hope diat it will be borne in mind, that the men who use. ardent 
spirit, and especially the men who furnish it for the use of others, 
are inviting the ravages, and preparing the victims of that fatal dis- 
ease. Nor will they be guikless, should it never visit the places 
in which tiiey live ; for otiier diseases in great numbers, and with 
multitudes equally fatal, are infallibly produced by it. In one of 
our cities, half the men over 18 years oi age, who died in 1828, ac- 
cording to the testimony of the physicians, were killed by it.f 
And those physicians, remark, " When we recollect that even the 
temperate use^ as it is called, of ardent spirits lays the foundation 
of a numerous train of incurab]e maladies, we feel justified in 
expressing the belief, that were the use of distilled hquors, entirely 
discontinued, the number of deaths among the male adults would 
be diminished in our city at least one half." Wliat would be 
tliought of the men who, for the sake of money, should direcdy 
sell disease ? would it not be viewed as an immorality of a high 
and aggravated character ; as a sin, continuance in which would 
be utterly inconsistent with christian character ? and is it not as 
really in)moral, as really^ a crime, to sell the known cause of dis- 
ease, as it would be to sell disease itself? What would be thought 

* Rebecca Hewit, daughter of Rev. Nathaniel Hewit, D. D., died at New Ha 
▼en, Cona., Jnly 80th, 1831. t Appendix D. 
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of the man wbo should knowingly and deliberately sell death ; 
and in such quantity as to double the tenants of the grave-yard ? 
What ought to be thought of him ? And is it not as really wicked 
for men to sell the known cause of death ; and when survivoirs 
raise in loud and solemn tone, the note of remonstrance, are they 
to be put off, with the supremely contemptible reply. If we should 
not sell this, we could not sell so many other things ? — or, we must 
change our business ? — or, we could not support our families ? — or, 
if we do not do it, somebody else will ? Suppose somebody would 
import plague, if you should not ; and in that case could sell more of 
some kinds of goods, which he had on hand, than if he did not; and 
should give this as the reason why he mi«^ do it; would that screen 
you from the indignation of a suffering community, or the retributions 
of a righteous God, if for a similar reason you should do it ? What 
would be thought of an apothecaiy who should import pestilence, or 
wake up fever, becaifse if he did not do it. he could not sell so ma- 
ny medicines, and perhaps must change his husiness? What would 
De thought of die merchant who should do this in order to sell a 
greater quantity of mourning apparel. Suppose an apothecary, in- 
stead of being confined to one branch of business, sells both drugs 
and cloths ; and also sells indiscriminately, to all who will buy 
arsenic or opium ; though he knows that it kills men by thousands. 
And when an injured community rise up and remonstrate, array 
against him the tears of widows, and the groans of orphans, he 
says, " If I should not sell arsetiic I could not sell so many grave-^ 
clothes ; and as my family depend upon my business for a livrng, 
I must destroy other families, to support my own." And sup- 
pose it were told in heaven, that such a man professed to be a 
friend of the Lord Jesus Christ, and that he cried daily; " Glory 
to God in the highest, good vnll to men," would they not quake 
in view of the indignation, and wrath, and tribulation, and anguish 
which would fasten upoji him, when the earth discloses her blood, 
and no more covers her slain; but tlie God of the widow, 
and the father of the fatherless proclaims in actions, " Vengeance 
is mine ; I will repay, saith Jehovah ? " 

When the nature of this business is duly considered and its in,- 
variable effects ; when its consequences are viewed in the light of 
etemiQr, we cannot but think that every man who has the spirit ol 
Jesus Christ will renounce it, as a business at war with Jehovah, 
and with the temporal and eternal interests of men. The idea 
of making property by a business so destructive, is revolting 
even to humanity, and will ere long be reprobated as a high-hand- 
ed offence throughout the world. Says an eminent European 
writer,* " The abolition of the slave trade is deservedly considered 

* Erofenor Edgar. 
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the glorj of modern times ; yet neither in the evils to be removed, 
ill ihe opposition of difficulties to be encountered, or in the amount 
of good done, is the abolition of the slave trade to be once named 
in comparison of the Temperance Reformation." 

And, says another distinguished writer,* " Hard must be the 
heart that bleeds not, cruel indeed the nature that weeps not, 
while surveying the emaciation of body, the bloated ghastliness of 
countenance, the paralization of nerve, the poverty, and conse- 
quent meanness, that slowly, it may be, yet surely creeps on their 
constant customers ; and their consciences must be callous indeed 
if they (>rmit them without loud, tormenting, and reiterated accu- 
sation, without awful forebodings of future retiibution, and fearful 
lockings for of fiery indignation, daily to observe, and hourly to 
promote in their victims, the gradual prostration of intellect, tiie 
destruction of honor, the obliteration of shame, tlic forgetfulness 
of religious obligation and even of common honesty, the loss of de- 
licate feeling, ti)e withering of reputation, the insensibility to char- 
acter : in a word, the destruction of tlie men, and their transfor- 
mation, first into brutes, and then into fiends, which is the con- 
stant and palpable effect produced in their hell-assisting manufac- 
tories. 

" Every man, as a patriot, is bound to employ himself in a 
manner that will promote the welfare of his country ; but I assert, 
without fear of successful contradiction, that the spirit trade is the 
greatest bane to our country, but especially to its poor, that at pre- 
sent does, or probably ever did exist.: it kills more people than 
any war in which we ever were engaged : it destroys more of die 
industry and consequent wealth of our country than all the other 
evils under which we labour ; and as it respects crime, it may be 
called Legion, for it either embodies in itself, or drags in its hag- 
gard and desolating train, every abomination which is tarnishing 
the fair page of our history, and blasting, our yet lofty national 
character ; in the dens of intemperance almost every crime is de- 
vised ; by the brutifying stimulus of intoxicating liquor almost 
every crime is perpetrated ; and, oh ! you who are employed in 
spreading liquid madness, with its attendants, misery, blasphemy, 
and iniquity, tremble while you hear it, — by your agency our 
age and nation groans under the shameful burden of such cruel 
monstrosities, of such heardess and mercenary murders, as have 
been perpetrated by a Burke, a Hare, a Bishop, a Williams, a 
Stewart, the Gilmerton Carters, and others of infamous memory : 
while, through the preparation of liquid fire, some of you are exalt- 
ed to roll along in your carriages, and by your boastful mottos insult 

* Cniilriiank's AddresB on the spirit trade, British Temperance Magazine and 
Review, p. 103. 
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your dupes by teDing, that * Gin hath bought it : who could have 
thought it?' By spreading the fiery stream, and heaping fuel on 
the destructive conflagration, many more are wallowing in almost 
princely aflSuence ; while the victims of your trade, their wives, 
and children, are covered with rags and drenched in misery. 1 
would affectionately beseech such to examine the source whepce 
their riches flow. I would beg of them to consult their con • 
sciences, which will inform them tliat their ornaments are purchas 
ed at the expense of misery to their customers, their superfluous 
finery deprives the others of necessary clothing, their ease, volup- 
tuousness, and splendour are supported by inflicting acflite pains, 
wasting diseases, excruciating torments, madness, despair, and 
death ; on whom ? on the chemies of their country ? on strangers 
or foreigners ?— even this would be cruel ; but no ! their victims 
are their friends,, relations, neighbors, and fellow countrymen. I 
would conjure them, therefore, by the latent spark of manly feel 
ing that yet warms their breast, by the strugglings of that feeling 
against sordid interest, by their yet reniaining patriotism, to aban- 
don tlie accursed trade, and attend to their mterest for time and 
for eternity, by turning to the Lord's side." 

And says a distinguished civilian in our own couhtry,* " It is of 
the utmost importance to the teriiporal and eternal interests of our 
citizens, that a stop should be put to the sale of ardent spirits as 
speedily as possible." — " Convince the men who make shrines for 
the goddess Diana tliat they are partakers in the guilt of those 
who worship the idol, and most of them will abandon the unhallowed 
pursuit. . Satisfy the unreflecting vender of ardent spirits that he 
is morally responsible for all the crime and misery which his mad- 
dening potations naturally produce, and he will relinquish the de- 
moralizing traffic. Point the christian to the sacred page where 
the pen of inspiration hath written, 'he; who hath the love of God 
in his heart, wprketh no ill to his neighbor,' and he will not, for the 
sake of a few dollars, .destroy the temporal and eternal happiness 
of those around him. Convinbe the retailer who makes the drunk- 
ard, and sends him staggering home to abuse, and perhaps to mur- 
der a wretched wife and starving children, that the curse of Hea- 
ven is denounced against him who holcjeth the cup to his neighbor's 
lips, aqd surely he will forbear. Let the attention of the fond pa- 
rent who seeks to provide for his beloved offspring, by the manu- 
facture or sale of ardent spirits, be directed to this withering curse 
which may soon be resting upon * his own head, when he may be 
compelled to rescue his own broken-hearted daughter from the 
indescribable wretchedhess of a drunkard's hovel, or to follow his 
last son to that hopeless depository, a drunkard's grave ; and 

r. 
* Reubem H. Walworth, Chancellor of the State of New York. 
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certainly coercion cannot be necessary to induce bim to forsake 
this dangerous pursuit. And let all emulate the precept, and en- 
deavor to live up to the requirements of that law, which commands 
us to love our neighbors as ourselves, and to consider and treat all 
mankind as our brethren. 

** High on a scrolK i^pobed on Nature's Bhrine^ 
Live, in bright chaneters, the words divine— 

* In all lifers changing scenes, to others do 

* What yon would wish by others done to yon.' 
Winds, wide o'er earth this sacred law convey ; 
Ye nations hear it, and let alhobey." 

In September the Temperance Society of Baltimore applied to 
our secretary for an agent to labor under their direction and at 
their expense, in that cuy and state. He engaged for that service 
the Rev. John Marsh, of Haddam, Coniiecticut, Secretary of the 
Connecticut Temperance Society. In addition to the visiting of 
different parts of diat state, he visited also, during his agency, the 
city of Washington ; and was instrumental in procuring the meet- 
ing in the capitol which has been referred to, and which has been 
so extensively useful throughout tlie country. The Hon. Liewis 
Cass, secretary of war, presided, and Walter Xiowry, Esq. clerk of 
the senate of the United States, was secretary of the meeting. 
The Rev. Reuben Post, of Washington City, chaplain of the 
House of Representatives, rpened the meeting with prayer. The 
Rev. Mr. Marsh stated tl;at the object of it was, the promotion of 
the cause of Teniperance in the United States, and throughout 
the world. The meeting was then addressed by the Hon. Felix 
Grundy, United States Senator from the State oiNTennessee ; the 
Hon. Theodore Frellnghuysen, United States Senator from 
ite state of New Jersey; the Hon. Isaac C. Bates, member 
' •f thp Rouse of Representatives from the State of Massachusetts ; 
' the Hon. James SI. Wavne, member of the House of Representa- 
tives from the State of Georgia, and the Hon. Daniel Webster, 
United States Senator^ from the State of Massachusetts. A vote 
of thanks was tlien presented to the secretary of war for presiding 
on the occasion, and the meeting was closed with prayer by the 
Rev. Professor Durbin, of Kentucky, chaplain of the Senate of the 
United States. 

Those who addresse^J the meeting spoke in high terms of the 
social, civil, and religious benefits which have resulted to our 
country, from the formation and operations of Temperance Socie- 
ties, and expressed their conviction that the influence of them will 
be felt through the world. The speeches have since been publish- 
ed in various parts of the country, have passed through several 
editions, and are now receiving a very extensive circulation. 
Another important testimony to the benefits of temperance 
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societies, and to the importance of their universal extension, was 
given by the Hon. William Wirt, late attorney general of the Uni- 
ted States. In a communication which he made to a meeting of 
the Baltimore city Temperance Society he said, " i have been 
for more than forty years a close observer of life and manners in 
various parts of the United States, ttid I know not the evil that 
will bear a moment's comparison with intemperance. It is no ex- 
aggeration to say, as has been often said, that this single cause 
has produced more vice, crime, poverty, and wretchedness in 
every form, domestic and social, than .all the other ills that scourge 
us, combined. In truth, it is scarcely possible to meet with misery 
in any shape, in this country, which will not be found on examina- 
tion to have proceeded, directly or indirectly, from the excessive 
use of ardent spirits. Want is one of its immediate consequences. 
The sad spectacle of starving and 'destitute families, and of igno- 
rant, half naked, vicious children, ought never to be presented in 
a country like ihis^ where the demand for labor is constant, the 
field unlimited, the sources of supply inexhaustible, and where 
there are none to make us afraid ; and it never would be presented, 
or very rarely indeed, were it not for the desolation brought upon 
families by the general use of this deadly poison. It paralyses the 
arm, the brain, the heart. All the best affections, all the energies 
of the mind, wither under its influence. The man becomes a 
maniac, and is locked up in a hospital, or imbrues his hands in 
the blood of his wife and children, and is sent to the gallows or 
doomed to the penitentiary ; or, if he escapes these consequences, 
he becomes a walking pesdlence on, the earth, miserable in him- 
self, and loathsome to aill who behold him. How often do we 
see, too, whole families contaminated by the vicious .example W 
the parent ; husbands, wives, daughters, and sons, all drunkards 
and furies : sometimes wives murdering their husbands ; at others 
husbands their wives ; and worst of all, if worse can be in such a 
group of horrors, children murdering their parents. But below 
this grade of crime, how much is there of unseen and untold mise- 
ry, throughout our otherwise happy land, proceeding from this fatal 
cau^e alone. I am persuaded that if we could have a statistical 
survey and report of die affairs of unhappy families and individu- 
als, with the causes of their misery annexed, we should find dine 
cases out of ten, if not a still greater proportion, resulting front the 
use of ardent spirits alone- With this conviction, which seems to 
have become universal among reflecting men, the apathy shown 
to tkie continuance of the evil can only be ascribed to the circum- 
stance that the mischief, though verbally admitted, is not seen and 
felt in all its enormity. If -some fatal plague, of a contagious 
character, were imported into our country, and had commenced 
hs ravages in our cities, we should see the most prompt and vigor- 

2 
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ous measures at once adopted to repress and extinguish it : bm 
what are the most fearful plagues that ever carried death and 
havoc in their train through the eastern countries, compared with 
this ? They are only occasional ; this is perennial. Thej are 
confined by climate or place ; this malady is of all climates, 
and all times and places. They kill the body at once ; this con- 
sumes both body and soul by a lingering and dreadful death, involv- 
ing the dearest connections in the vortex of ruin. What parent, 
however exemplary himself, can ever feel that his son is safe while 
the living fountain of poison is within his reach ? Grod grant that 
it may soon become a fountain sealed, in our country at least. What 
a relief, what a delightful relief, would it be to turn from the awful 
and horrid past, to the pure, peaceful, and happy future ! to see 
the springs of lijfe, and feeling, and intelligence, renewed on every 
hand ; health, industry, and prosperity, glowing around us ; the 
altars of domestic peace and love rekindled in every family ; and 
the religion of the Saviour presented with a fair field for its celes- 
tial action. 

" The progress abready inade by our temperance societies, in 
advancing this golden age, proves them to be of a divine origin. 
May the Almighty crown his own work with ftill and speedy suc- 
eess. I remain, dear sir, respectfully and truly yours, 

"William Wirt." 

So numerous and striking have been the benefits of societies 
formed on the plan of abstinence from the use of ardent spirit, that 
increased efforts have been made during the past year to extend 
them through the country.* The friends of temperance in the 
State of New York have set an example on this subject, which, 
f followed, would do much towards banishing intemperance from 
the earth. They have entered, with systematic vigor, and with great 
success, on the plan of forming a temperanpe society in every town, 
and in every school district in ^e State. A circular has been issued 
and sent to every family, inviting all the members who have come 
to years of understanding, to abstain from the use of ardent spirit ; 
and to unite with a temperance society. More than 50,000 have 
been added to their temperance societies during the past year. 
And the secretary of that society states, that the members which 
are added to their societies will average a thousanH a day, ,. " The 
circulars," he says, " have produced and are producmg wonders. 
All that our State needs is information, and the work will be onward 
Pennsylvania has sent for a partial supply of the circulars, and we 
have sent enough to the Secretary of the navy for the supply ol 
our national ships. 

To engage in this benevolent work all classes of people, and to 

* Appendix E. 
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extend the same efficient system throughout the country, the Com- 
mittee of the American Temperance Society, at their meeting in 
Boston, January 16, 1832, adopted the following resolutions, viz. 

" 1. That the social, civil, and religious interests of our country, 
and of the world, would be greatly promoted, should each indivi- 
dual abstain entirely from the use of ardent spirit, as a drink ; from 
the manufacture of it, axid the tr^c in it ; and from the furnish- 
ing of it, in any way, as drink for others. 

'< 2. That each individual in our country, as soon as practicable, 
be particularly invited thus to abstain, and in all suitable ways to 
exert his influence, to lead all others to do the same. 

'' 3. That, as information is important, a Circular, containing a 
brief view of the prominent facts on this subject, be prepared, and, 
as means can be obtained, be sent to every family in the United 
States, respectfully and earnestly requesting each individual, who 
has come to years of understanding, to adopt the above plan ; and, 
for the sake of doing good, to unite wit& others in a Temperance 
Society. 

" 4. That, to promote the formation of Temperance Societies, to 
invite all to join them, and to carry the above plan into practical 
effect throughout our country, it is needful that one or more wise 
and efficient Agents should be employed by each State ; and that 
some General Agents should visit all parts of our land. 

'^5. That application be made to benevolent individuals and 
known friends oi temperance, for means to acco^xiplish the above- 
mentioned objects ; and to enable the American Temperance So- 
ciety to prosecute its great and benevolent work, till the use of ar- 
dent spirit as a drink, the manufacture of it, and the traffic in it, shall 
be done away throughout our country, and throughout the world." 

In pursuance of the above resolutions^ the following letter ha^ 
b^en published, and sent to- a number of gendemen in different parts 
of the United States : — ^ 

"The American Temperance Society is engaged in the 
great and benevolent work of extending the principle of abstinence 
from the use of ardent spirit, till it shall become universal. By 
means of the press and of living agents, a strong impression has 
already been made; and a great change effected with regard to 
this sij^ject. Afore than a million of persons in the United States 
no\y abstain from the use of ardent spirit. Among them are those 
of all ages, and in all kinds of lawful business. Many, who for 
years used it habitually, and thought it needful, have found by 
experience that they were mistaken, and that they are in all re- 
spects better without it. And should the experiment be fairly 
made, this would bq found to be the case with all. 

" More than a thousand distilleries have been stopped ; more 
than three thousand merchants have ceased to traffic in the poisoBi, 



16 AMERICAN TEMPERANCE SOCIETT. [126 

aod more than three thousand drunkards ceased to use intoxicating 
drinks. More than ten thousand persons, as appears from numer- 
ous facts, have, by the change in the sentiments and practices of 
the community, already been saved' from becoming drunkards. 
The quantity of ardent spirit used over extensive districts of coun- 
try, has been greatly diminished ; and pauperism, crime, sickness, 
insanity, and premature deaths have been diminished in propor- 
tion. 

'^ And when persons have ceased to use intoxicating drinks, they 
have not only become more sober, healthy, diligent and economi- 
cal, and their condition for thb life been greaUy improved ; but 
they have, in much greater numbers, become hopefully pious, and 
experienced an entire change of character and of prospects for the 
life to come. And could appropriate means be used, over our 
whole country, a change, wilh the divine blessing, might be effect- 
ed, which would save, annuaUy, millions of property, and thousands 
and tens of thousands of lives ; a change which would remove one 
of t}.e greatest dangers to our social, civil, and religious institutions, 
one of the greatest obstructions to tlie efficacy of the gospel, and 
all the means of grace ; and one of the chief causes, throughout 
our land, of human wretchedness and wo. 

But for ability to employ these means, and accomplish these 
objects, flie American Temperance Society is dependent upon 
what the friends of temperance are disposed to furnish. Its whole 
permanent income is not six hundred dollars a year ; a sum insuf- 
ficient to print and circulate, as extensively as is desirable, even 
its Annual Report. Numerous and pressing applications, from all 

Earts of the country, are made for publications, and for agents ; 
ut the Society has not the means of complying with these re- 
quests. And without assistance, its labors, which, in time past 
have been so greatly blessed, and which are so- intimately connect- 
ed with the welfare of the present and all future generations of 
men, for both worlds, must in a great measure cease. Whether 
they shall be continued, or not, now depends upon this, whether 
the friends of the object will furnish the means. 

The Committee, therefore, in reliance on Him who has all 
hearts in his hands, have resolved to make application to as many 
as practicable, of the known friends of temperance, who are blessed 
with property, and respectfully and earnestly request them to fur- 
nish the necessary means. Should one hundred individuals give 
one hundred dollars a year, or could a sum equal to that be ob- 
tained, abstinence from the use of ardent spirit might, it is believed, 
be extended throughout our country, and throughout the Chris- 
tian world. The next generation, and all future generations of 
men might come forward into life without the habit of using it, 
without any appetite for iu or expectation of any benefit to be de- 
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rived from the use of it. Then the gospel and all the means of 
grace may be expected to produce more than double th^ir past 
effects ; and alV efforts for the intellectual, moral and spiritual bene- 
fit of man be crowned with greatly augmented success. And in 
no way, probably, could the same amount of property do greater 
good to mankind. 

The Committee, therefore, in fulfilment of the high trust assign- 
ed tp them, and for the purpose of promoting the great interests 
of pur countiy and the world, respectfully and eamesdy request 
the firiends oi temperance to assist them in .this great and moment- 
ous work. And although they hkve no desire to dictate as to the 
manner, or the amount, yet as it i^ very desirable that they should 
know what means they can obtain in order to lay out their plans, 
and direct their operations accordingly, they take the liberty to 
present the following form of subscription, viz. — ^To enable the 
American Temperance Society, by means of the press, and of living 
agents, to extend the principle of abstinence from the use of ardent 
spirit, throughout our country, — we the subscribers agree to jpay 
annually to said society, so long as it shall appear to us to be pro* 
per, the sums annexed to our names. 

George Odiorne, 

John Tappan, 

Heman Lincoln, [ Commtte€. 

Justin Edwards, I 

Enoch Hale, Jr. J 
Boston, Jan. 16, 1832. 
P. S. — ^Although, for tl^e reasons above mentioned, and also on 
account of the greater ease and dimifiisbed expense of collecting 
it, an annual subscription is viewed by the Committee as more 
desirable than a donation, yet if any person prefer to assist by a 
donation, he is requested to write donation against his name. And 
any amount, furnished in either way> and sent to the Treasurer, 97 ^ 
Milk street, Boston, will be thankfully received, and faithfully ap- 
propriated to the great object of the society." 

The Circular referred to in the 3d resolution has been prepar- 
ed. It is a pamphlet of twelve pages, and has been stereotyped. 
It is sold by A. Russell, No. 5, ComhiU, Boston, at jj^lO per 
thousand, and is a,dapted tp universal circulation.* 

Should one hundred individuals give one hundred dollars a 
year, or could a sum equal to that be obtained, a copy of it might 
be put into every family in the United States : millions be added 
to Temperance Societies, and their operations be continued till the 
use of ardent spirit as a drink, and the traffic in it, shall be done away 

2* ^ Appendix F. 
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More than 100,000 copies of the pamphlet referred to, have ah-eady 
been printed ; and all who are disposed to promote the good of 
mankind, are requested to aid in furnishing means, and in giving to 
It a universal circu^tion. 

The Corresponding Secretary has continued to devote his whole 
time to the concerns of the Society. He superintended the stereo 
typing and priming of the Fourth Report, and assisted in its circula- 
tion. He also prepared the circulars which have been referred 
to ; has traveled more than 1 700 miles, and addressed public 
bodies more than 1 50 times. He has prepared numerous articles 
which have been circulated extensively uirough the mediuhi of 
periodicals, and public papers; has published forty letters on the 
immorality of the traffic in ardeqt spirit ; conducted the correspon- 
dence, and superintended the general concerns of the Society. 
An abstract of the letters on the immorality of the traffic in ardent 
spirit, have, at the request pf friends of the cause, been published 
in a pamphlet, and are found in the Appendix to this Report.* 

Means have been furnished for the employment of an agent six 
months in the city of New York, whp was appointed by, and la- 
bored under the direction of the Committee of the New York City 
Temperance Society. An agent also of the Baptist denomination 
has been employed for eight months, in the State of Illinois. 
Other agents have been employed by State and County societies ; 
numerous individuals have performed voluntary agenciejs; ad- 
dresses have been delivered by clergymen, attorneys, physicians 
and others ; the press, with its powerful and all-pervaHing voice, 
has continued to speak, and the conviction to deepen and extend, 
that the use of ardent spirit as a drink, the manufacture of it, and 
the traffic in it, is an immorality of a high and aggravated character ; 
wholly opposed in its nature and influence to the spirit and require- 
ments of the Christian religion ; at war with the honor arid govern- 
ment of Jehpvah, and hostile to the holiness and happiness oi 
mankind. The conviction is becoming general, tliat the men who 
understand the nature and effects of ardent spirit, and yet continue 
to traffic in it, are accessories to the evils, and accomplices in al! 
the crimes which it occasions; that they give fearful evidence 
that tliey regard money more than (Jod, and are willing, for the 
sake of it, to destroy, for both worlds, their fellow-men. Sober 
men of all classes, who have examined this subject, are moving 
onward to the settled and permanent conclusion, that such men 
cannot, while they continue to do this, give that credible evidence 
of being good men, which would ju^fy an impartial community, 
in receiving and treating them as such. ' 

Multitudes, durmg the past year, have spoken out on thi^ subject , 
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and with great clearness and strength, corroborated what others 
had said before. 

Rev. Henry Ware, jr. professor of pulpit eloquence and the 
pastoral care in Harvard University, says, ^* No proposition seems 
to me susceptible of more satisfactory demonstration than this, — 
and I am sure that no person' can give it one hour's serious tliought 
without assenting to it, — ^that, in the present state of information on 
this subject, no man can think to act on Christian principles, or do 
a patriot's duty to his country, and at the same time make or sell 
the instrument of intoxication." And shall men continue to be 
received as giving credible evidence of being Christians, who 
knowingly carry on an employment, in which they cannot think to 
act pn Christian principle ? and which is utterly inconsistent, efen 
with a patriot's duty ? which, in the language of this writer, is 
^^ no less than emfrfoying his time, capital and industry to prepare 
for use, and offer for use, that which has been proved to be the 

!)rincipal source of misery and crime in modem society ? providing 
or men the convenient and tempting means of ruining their health, 
and their business ; beggaring their families, becoming vagabonds, 
and a nuisance while alive, and sinking prematurely to a dishonor- 
able grave ?" and when "the nature 01 his calling renders this 
inevitable, and he cannot be a dealer in spirits without becoming 
accessory to all this vice and ruin ? " Is he who, for the sake of 
money, perseveringly continues to do this, to be received and 
treated as giving credible evidence that he is a good man ? An 
injured and suffering community, by the voice of accumulating 
millions, answers — ^No. 

The Rev. Francis Way land, D. D. President of Brown Univer- 
ty in Providence, Rhode Island, in an address lately delivered, 
after stating that it has been shown that more than ^90,000,000 
are annually lost to the country by the use of ardent spirit, in addition 
to all the other evils which flow from it, puts to the conscience of 
each one who continues, whether by wholesale or retail, to be en- 
gaged in the traffic, or in any way to furnish ardent spirit for the 
use of his fellow men, the following questions, viz. 

"First. Can it be right for me to derive my living from that 
which is spreading disease, and poverty, and premature death 
throughout my neighborhood ? How would it be in any similar 
case ? Would it be right for me to derive my living from selling 
poison, or from propagating plague, or leprosy around me ? 

Second. Can it be right for ine to derive my living from that 
which is debasing the minds, and ruining the souls of my neigh- 
bors? How would it be in any other case ? Would it be right 
'or me to derive my living from the sale of a drug which produced 
miserv, or madness ; or from the sale of obscene books which ex 
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cited the passions, and brutalized the minds, and ruined the souls 
of my fellow men ? 

Third. Can it be right for ihe to derive my living from that 
which destroys forever the happmess of the domestic circle — 
which is filling the land with women and children in a condition 
far more deplorable than that of widows and orphans ? 

Fourth. Can it be right for me to derive my living from that 
which is known to be die cause of nine-tenths of all the crimes 
which arejperpetrated against society ? 

Fifth. Can it be tight for me to derive my living from that 
which brings upon society nine-tenths of all the pauperism ^hich 
exists, and which the rest of the community are obliged to pay 
for? 

Sixth. Can it be right for me to derive my living from ^at 
which accomplishes all these at once, and which does it without 
ceasing? 

Do you say that you do not know that the liquor which you are 
selling will produce these results ? Do you not know that nine 
hundred and ninety-nine gallons produce these efiects for one 
which is used innocendy ? I ask, then, 

- Seventh. Would it be right for me to seU poison on the ground 
thai^ there was one chance in a thousand that the purchaser would 
not die of it ? 

Eighth. Do you say that you are not responsible for the acts 
of your neighbor ? Is this clearly so ? Is not he who knowingly 
furnishes a murderer with a weapon, considered an accomplice ? 
Is not he who navigates a slave ship, considered a pirate ? 

If these things be so, and that they are so, who caa dispute, I 
ask you, my respected fellow citizens, what is to be done ? Let 
me ask, is not this trdde altogether wrong ? Why, then, should 
we not altogether abandon it? 

If any man think otherwise and choose to continue it, I have 
but one word to say. My brother, when you order a cai*go of in^ 
toxicating drink, think how much miser|r you are importing into 
the community. As you store it up^ think how many curses you 
are heaping together against yourselif. As you roll it out of youi 
warehouse^ think how many families each cask will ruin. Let 
your thoughts then revert to your own fireside, your wife, and you. 
litde ones ; look upward to Him who judgeth righteously, and ask 
yourself, my brother. Is this right ? " 

The Hon. Reuben H. Walworth, Chancellor of die State of 
New York and President of the New York State Temperance 
Society, in an address lately delivered, says, " Though my public 
duties have not allowed me to participate m this great work m the 
manner I could have desired, I have witnessed with- delight its 
lapid progress, and shall ever esteem it the highest honor I could 
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have received from my fellow citizens, to have been permitted to 
connect my name with tliis institution, and to use the little personal 
influence I possessed in aiding its operations. 

" In reviewing the progress of temperance for a few years past, 
the changes which have been produced in public opinion on this 
miportant subject are astonishing, even to its most sanguine friends. 
And it furnishes to us all the highest encouragement to condnne 
our exertions, until the common use of ardent spirits shall be con- 
sidered as disgraceful as open opposidon to such use was once 
deemed unpopular ; until reflecting . men will no more think of 
making and vending ardent spirits, or of erecting and renting grog- 
shops as a means of gain, than they would now thmk of 'pcMsoning 
the well from which a neighbor obtains water for his family, or of 
arming a maniac to destroy his own life, or the lives of those around 
him." 

Such are becoming the views of good men of all descriptions, 
who are acquainted with this subject, throughout the country. 
They view it as a sin of high and awful aggravation ; and believe 
that a man is as really guilty who kills liimself, or is accessory to 
the death of his fellow men, by means of ardent spirit, as by means 
of opium, a knife, or a pistol ; and that the hope of greater bodily 
gratification, of worldly gain, is no more really a justification in 
one case, than in the other. And they believe that the commands 
of God, " abstain from fleshly lusts, Tbodily gratifications) which 
war against the soul;" " as ye woulu that others should do to 
you, do ye to them ; ". and " thou shalt not kiD," and many others, 
as really forbid a man's being the occasion of death in one case, 
as in the other. • 

Says a distinguished writer,* ** I challenge any man who un- 
derstands the nature of ardent spirit, and yet, for die sake of gain, 
condnues -to be engaged in the traffic, to show that he is not in- 
volved in the guilt of' murder." The money that is accumulated 
in this way is now viewed as the price of blood, and when left to 
the children, and scattered by them to thie four winds of heaven, 
will be spoken of as the inheritance which the Lord hath cursed. 

Another writer,f declares, '* They who keep these fountains of 
polludon and crime open, are sharers, to no small extent, in the 
guilt which flows from them. They may be temperate men 
diemselves, but they contribute to make others intemperate. They 
stand at the very source of the evil. They command the gate- 
way of that mighty flood which is spreading desolation through the 
land ; and are chargeable with all the present and everlasdng con 
sequences, no less than the infatuated victim who throws himself 

* L711UUI Beecher, D. D. f Rev. Samuel Spring 
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upon the bosom of the bunuDg torrent, and is borae by it mto the 
gulf of wo." 

The Rev. Wilbur Fiske, D. D. President of the Wesleyan 
University, Middletown, Conn, in an address to members of 
churches on the immorality of the traffic, says, ^^ It is not enough 
that a majority of the church keep themselves from evil ; if they 
hold the sacred and protecting banner of the church over those 
who cause others to sm, they are verily guilty themselves. The 
same train of mtans and causes thai have produeed the intemper- 
ate of the past and the present generations are stiU in operation 
to produce an equal or greater proportion in the next generation^ 
ana so on forever ! And what is still worse, the church is aiding 
and abetting this diabolical con^racy against the bodies and 
souls of men ! We had indeed hoped for better things of Chris- 
tians ; but we are obliged to acknowledge the fact. And I appeal 
to the church herself, and ask her in the name of sincerity if she 
can clear herself of the charge ? Do not many of her members 
use ardent spirits ? Do they not traffic in the accursed thing ?' 
Do they not bold out on their signs invitations to all that pass by, 
to come and purchase of them tibe deadly poison? Then indeed^ 
is the church a partner in this conspiracy ; for it cannot be de- 
nied that aU the drunkenness in the land is produced by what is 
called the temperate use of ardent spirits, 

" The conclusion, then, is irresistible, and every candid mind 
must feel it, every Christian will feel it, he who by use and traffic 
countenances the practice of drinking ardent spirits, is throwing 
his influence into the work of recruiting the ranks of the intem- 
perate, and renders himself personally responsible for the woes 
that follow. I say, then, on aZZthe moderate drinkers in our land, 
on all that traffic in the accursed thing, rests the wo that God him- 
self hath denounced on him.^Aa^jpt^^^e^A the cup to his neighbor's 
mouthy and maketh him drunken. 

" My Christian brother, if you saw this trade as I believe God 
sees it, you would sooner beg your bread from door to door, than 
gain money by such a traffic. The Christian's dram shop! 
Sound it to yourself. How does it strike your ear ? It is doubt- 
less a choice gem in the phrase-book of Satan ! But how para- 
doxical ! How shocking to the ear of the Christian ! How offen- 
sive to the ear of Deitv ! Why, the dram shop is the Vecruiting 
rendezvous of hell ! (If the terra shocks you I cannot help it, for 
we all know it is the truth.) And shall a Christian consent to be 
iie recruiting officer ? It is here the drunkard is made, and you 
pander to his appetite until you have kindled up in his bosom a 
raging fire that can never be quenched — and all this for a litde 
money ! — And when you have helped make him a drunkard, and 
he becomes troublesome, you drive him, perhaps, from your 
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house or your shop, declare you mean to keep an orderly house ! 
express your abhorreitce of drunkards ! and imagine you are in- 
nocent of their blood ! But it is too late to talk about denying 
him now. The man is ruined, and you have been the instrument. 
Say not, if you do not sell, others will. Must you be an ally of Sa- 
tan, and a destroyer of your race, because others are ? If you 
leave off selling, you will weaken tlie ranks of sin, and strengthen 
the hands of the righteous. Say not, if you do not sell, it will 
injure your business, and prevent your supporting your family. 
It was said by one, that ' such a statement is a libel upon the Di- 
vme govemmen^i' Must you, indeed, deal out ruin to your fel- 
low men, or starve ? Then starve ! It would be a glorious mar- 
tyrdom contrasted with the other alternative. Do not say, I sell 
by the large quantity — ^I have no tipplers about me — and therefore 
I am not guilty I i ou are the chief man in this business — ^the 
others are only subalterns. You are the * poisoners general,' of. 
whom Mr. Wesley speaks, who murder your fellow citizens by the 
v^holesale. But for the retailers to do your drudgery, you would 
have nothing to do. While you stand at the bulk head, and open 
the flood gates, they from this river of fire draw off the smaU riv- 
ulets, and direct them all over the land, to blight every hope, and 
burn up every green thing. The greater your share in the tniffic, 
the greater is your guilt. There is no avoiding this conclusion. 
The same reasoning will also apply to the manufacturer. K any 
man has priority of claun to a share in this work of death, it is the 
manufacturer. The church must free herself from this whole 
business. It is all a sinful work, with which Christians should 
have nothing to do, only to drive it from the sacred enclosures of 
the church, and if possible from the earth." 

The Rev. Austin Dickinson, editor of the National Preacher, 
in addressing makers and venders of ardent spirit, says, " You are 
creating and sending out the materials of disorder, crime, poverty, 
disease, and intellectual and moral degradation. You are contrib- 
uting to perpetuate one of the sorest scourges of our world. And 
the scourge can never be removed till those deadly fires which you 
have kindled are all put out. — ^Without a prophet's vision, I foresee 
the day when the manufacture of intoxicating drink for common 
distribution, will be classed with the arts of counterfeiting and for^- 
gery, and the maintenance of houses of midnight revelry and pollu- 
tion. — ^Upon the dwellings you occupy, upon the fields you enclose, 
upon the spot that entombs your ashes, there will be fixed an in- 
describable gloom and odiousness, to ofiend the eye and sicken the 
heart of a virtuous community, till your memory shall perish. Quit, 
then, this vile business, and spare your name, spare your family, spare 
your children's children such insupportable shame and reproach.** 

And he might have added, spare yourself too the insupportable 
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anguish of meetiDg, at the tribunal of God, those whom you have 
polluted, debased, and ruined. All, who, by the fiery poison 
i^irhich you have furnished, have ripened for-4he fire that never can 
be quenched, will meet you at the judgment day, and pour out 
upon you, as accessories to their ruin, their deep and awiul execra- 
tions ! Nor do they always delay till the light of eternity awakes 
them. A man who had been furnished by his neighbor with the 
means of destruction, and been brought by it to the verge of the 
grave, was visited, in his last moments, by the author of his ruin ; 
who asked him, whether he remembered him. The dying man^ 
forgetting his struggle with the king of terrors, said, " Yes, I re- 
member you, and I remember your store, where I formed the 
habit which has ruined me for this world and the next. And 
when I am dead and gone, and you come and take from my 
widow and fatherless children the shatteied remains of my proper- 
ty to pay my rum debts, they too will remember you." And he 
added, as they were both members of the same church, " Yes, 
brother, ' we shall all remember you^ to all eternity." And it 
might be added, he too, will remeinber them, and will remember 
what ho did, for the sake of money to bring their husband and fa- 
ther and his own brother in the church, to the drunkard's grave ; 
and to take from the widow and fatherless not merely property 
but that which no wealth can purchase ; and which when taken, 
no power on earth can. restore. And he may remember himself 
too, as the author, the guilty, polluted, execrable author of mis- 
chief which eternity cannot repair ; and which may teach him, in 
deeper and deeper wailings, that it profits a man nothing to gain 
the world, and lose his soul ; or be accessory to the loss of the 
souls of others. 

The Rev. Dr. Beecher, in addressing the young men of Boston, 
said, " The dealers in this liquid poison of ardent spirit may be com- 
pared to men who should advertise for sale, consumptions, and 
fevers, and rheumatisms, and palsies, and apoplexies. But would 
our public authorities permit such a traffic? No — ^The public 
voice would be heard at once, for the punishment of such ene- 
mies of our race ; and the rulers that would not take speedy ven- 
geance would be execrated and removed. But now the men who 
deal out this slow poison are licensed by law ; and they talk abou: 
their constitutional rights, and plead that they are pursuing their 
lawful callings. But does the law of God, or the good .of society 
admit of an employment to decoy the unwary, and murder the 
innocent ? yet these traffickers in the blood of men, tell us that this 
work of death is their living, their means of supporting their fani- 
iies 5 and that others will prosecute the buisness if they decline it 
But can they imagine that God will prosper such a course for the 
destruction of their fellow beings ? or that he has so constituted 
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things as to render the transgression of his la^rs llie necessary 
means of family subsistence ? Should a class of persons attempt to 
dig pit-falls in our public streets, to insnare th& passengers ; or 
should they make use of blood-hounds to tear and devour our 
peaceful citizens, or should they hire a company of cut-throats to 
drag out our young men from llieir peaceful homes, and murder 
diem in our streets ; how long may we suppose the authorities ot 
our city would endure such ravagers and spoilers ? But where lies 
the difference in criminality between the dram -seller who adminis- 
ters tne slow, but certain a6ath, and the public murdeier ^ The 
former is licensed in his wickedness, by law, the other must be 
hanged." Over every grog-shop, says Judge Daggeit, should be 
written, in great capitals, " The way to hell, going down to the 
chambers of death.^^ Nor have such appeals, which, during the 
past year have been multiplied from all pans of the country, been 
in vain. Hundreds of distilleries have been stopped, and thousands 
of merchants have given up the traffic. And those who have not, 
are becoming daily more and more criminal, often in* their own 
view, and more often in the view of others. A distinguished gen- 
xleman fromi one of our principal cities writes, " Distillers, retailers, 
and drunkards are culprits here in the eyes of all sober men." The 
remark is now common, that it is as wicked to kill a man, by one 
kind of poison, as by another. And the conviction is settling 
down upon the public mind, that he who contbues knowingly to do 
it in any way, is, in the sight of (Jod a murderer, and as such 
will be held responsible at his tribunal. Tbe opinion of Judge 
Cranch, with regard to die criminaUty of furnishing ardent spirit, 
as a drink, is, with conscientious ^d enlightened men, fast becom- 
ing conmion. " I know, that the cup is poisoped — I know that it 
may cause death — ^that it may cause more than death — ^that it 
may lead to crime, to sin — ^to the tortures of everlasting remorse 
Am I not then i murderer ? worse than a murderer ? as muct 
worse as the soul is better than the body?" — " If ardent spirits, 
were nothing worse than a deadly poison — if they did not excite 
and inflame all the evil passions — if they did not dim that heav- 
enly light which the Almighty has implanted in our bosoms 
to guide us through the obscure passages of our pilgrimage^ — ^if 
they did not quench the Hojy Spirit in our hearts, they would 
be comparatively harmless. It is their moral effect — it is the 
ruin of the soul which they produce, that renders them so dread- 
ful. The difference between death by simple poison, and death by 
habitual intoxication, may extend to the whole difference between 
everlasting happiness, and eternal death." Multitudes, increasing 
rapidly, now say, with the gendemen who compose the committee 
of the New York State Temperance Society, " Disguise that busi-i 
ness as thev will, it is still, in its true character, the business of de 
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sUx)ybg the bodies and the souls of men. The vender and the 
maker of spirit, in the whole range of them from the pettiest grocer 
to the most extensive distiller, are fairly chargeable not only with 
supplying the appetite for spirit, but With creating that unnatural ap- 
petite ; not only with suppl3dng tlie drunkard with the fuel of his 
vices, but with making the drunkard." * And they are fairly 
chargeable too with being accessories to ail the mischief, and ac- 
complices in all the guilt which flows from it. Nor is the commu- 
nity any longer to' be blinded, and put oflT by the stale plea, that 
they do not know that they produce such effects, and do. not in- 
tend to kill men, by their employment.. The fact is, they do 
know ; or if they did not hate the light, and shut their eyes against 
It, would know. The evidence is before the public, and accessibly 
to any man. It is now proved by facts which no impartial man can 
gainsay or resist, that ardent spiiit as a drink is not necessar}"^, not 
ui^eful, not harmless, and not safe ; that it is a poison both to the 
body and the mind ; that it causes a great portion of all the crimes 
and wretchedness in our land ; that it hinders the efficacy of the 
gospel, and often ushers men, in a state of drunkenness and not 
unfrequently with blasphemy oa their tongues, into a boundless eter 
nity. Providence has exhibited facts on this subject, which are de- 
cisive ; as well might a man continue to discharge grape-shbt among 

'multitudes of people, or poison their wells of water, and say that 
he does not know that he shall kill ; or to circulate among them 
atheistical and immoral books, and say that he does not intend to 
destroy, and expect dierefore to be excused, — as to expect it, while 
he continues to furnish them as a drink with ardent spirit. The 
community will look at the results of his actions, and fasten upon 
him their odiousness and guilt. Nor are they any -longer to be 
misled by the sophistical declaration applied to this subject, that tlie 
abuse of a thing is no argument against its use ; for all use of ar- 
dent spirit as a drink, is now known to be an abuse. It is now 

' known to be mischievous as a drink, under all circumstances. It 
is now known, on every organ it touches to operate as a poison ; 
nowhere in the human body is it allowed even ja lodgement till the 
vital powers are so far prostrated that it cannot be removed : " It 
produces weakness, not strength ; sickness, not health ; death, not 
life." The use of it therefore is branded as a sin ; and the fur- 
nishing of it, for the use of others, as a still greater sin. 

i^ There is another view of this subject which is becoming com- 
mon, viz. That the traffic in ardent spirit is a business which is 
unjust toward the community. Here, for instance, is a county 
which has in it a thousand drunkards ; a great portion of them 
paupers, of course ; and are, or soon will be, with tlieir children, 

* Second Report of the New York State Temperance Society, p. 90. 
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thrown -as a burden upon the public. The profit of making these 
paupers is enjoyed by a few grocers, but the burden of supportmg 
them comes on the whole community. By what theory of politi- 
cal economy, or what principle of correct legislation, can it , be 
shown that there is not, in this, horrible injustice. Do the men 
who cany on the business say, that they pay a^bonus to the govern- 
ment, and by it increase the revenue of the State, and thus in some 
measure compensate the community for the mischief which they 
do to it ? Let us examine this plea. Here is a town of a thou- 
sand people. In it is a retailer who sells ardent spirit to ^11 who 
will buy ; - and thus causes a great portion of all the pauperism 
and wretchedness in the place. And what does he pay for thus 
burdening the conmiunity with taxes, and bringing upon it a host 
of other evils ? The paltry sura of four dollars.* And are the 
community to be told that therefore this business is not unjust ? 
that as he pays four dollars, it is just that he should increase more 
than four-fold their paupers and their criminals ; augment greatly 
their diseases, expose their children to drunkenness and ruin ? Ofa 
what principle ofrighteousness can it be shown to be just for him, 
for four dollars, to burden that community with ten times that sum, 
and bring upon it evils, for which no money can compensate. In 
one town, through which our Secretary passed, there was but one 
man who sold ardent spirit, and he was a member of the church. 
There were one fourth as many drunkards in diat place as their 
were families; and he supplied them all. He supplied, sJso, all 
moderate drinkers with that which is adapted to make diem 
drunkards, to ruin their children, and to perpetuate a drunkard 
to every four families to all future generations. At one time his 
own son, in the house aqd business of his father, was dealing out 
this poison, and partaking of it himself, till he became so poisoned 
that he could not stand ; and 'Was carried home to his heart-broken 
wife and children, m a state of intoxication. This you say is hor- 
rible — horrible. It is, indeed. Yet it is th^ very business m , 
which are many church members, even in New England. Some ^. 
of this character have, the last year, been admitted to the churches, ' • 
who are as really accessory to the making of drunkards, as was this '] 
man. If they do not make drunkards of their own children, they 
do of the children of others. And the committee cannot but deep- 
ly regret that Boston, the metropolis of the pilgrims, exalted py 
blessings to heaven, and which ought to be a light and a glory to 
all lands, should have churches in which there are members, who 
make it a business to stand at these poisonous fountains, a^id pour out 
streams of death over the community; thus teaching by business, the 

* The sam paid by a retaUer, in the State of ManacfaiiBettg, for a license to fel. 
atdent spirit!. 
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mo3t impressive way, that for men to buy and use ardent spirit, is 
right; a doctrine that has probably, during the past century, pol- 
luted more hearts, beggared more families, destroyed more lives, 
and ruined more souls, than any other heresy or crime whatever. 
And so long as the churches shall connive at such deadly evils in 
their members, may they expect to be visitqd with the withering 
ciirse ofthe Almighty. They cannot hold the protecting banner of 
the cross over such enormities, and escape the blasting indignation 
of Him who bled upon it, to redeem unto himself a peculiar peo- 
le, zealous only oi good works. Not only are they ruining men 
y thousands for the next world, but most unjustly and cruelly 
loading the community with tremendous burdens in this. 

In the city of Washington, 225 venders of spirit paid for the 
privilege of selling it, about $600Q, annually. The pecuniary loss 
to the citizens from the use of it. Judge Cranch has estimated at not 
less than $60,000. And were all the losses which result from it 
taken into the account, he says that the amount would probably be 
doubled. Here then, supposing this estimate to be correct, is a 
community suffering a loss of $120,000 annually, to obtain tlie 
paltry revenue of $6000. 

And are those who receive no profits from the sale of ardent 
spirit to be tbld that it is just that they should endure these evilsj 
and bear these burdens? This will not be believed. Thousands 
who have no wish for such a law, still, ask, " Was n Jaw ever enacted 
more perfectly righteous, than one which should require that the 
men who alone have the profits of making drunkards, should alone 
bear the burden of supporting them." And so long as this is not 
the case, the business will be reprobated, by, an enlightened com- 
munity, as palpably unjust, and as highly criminal. And even 
should those who traffic in ardent spirit support all the paupers 
they make, still the law of God would condemn the employment; 
because it is injurious, in all its connections, to the spiritual good 
of men. And they cannot <;ontinue to prosecute it, without fasten- 
ing upon the public mind the conviction that they are notoriously 
wicked men; men who, for their own pecuniary profit, will know- 
ingly and perseveringly curse the cominunity. 

As certainly as the nature of man continues tlie same, and light 
on this subject continues to increase, this conviction will extend, 
till it shall become universal. It fastens, even now, upon the 
seared conscience of many a retailer himself. Said one, who du- 
•ring the past year renounced this traffic, laying his hand on his 
heart, "You can't think what a load I have got off here." He 
had been the whole round of excuses, for continuing the business ; 
nad persevered in the contest between covetousness and con- 
science, until he had fought every inch of ground ; but, " I 
have lam awake," said be, " night after night, and night after 
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nightf thinking of it" Thinking of what ? That he was engaged 
in a work of death j that for the wretchedness, temporal and eter- 
nal, which he was occasioning, he must answer at t]i<^ tribunal of 
God — thinking that it would profit him nothmg to gain the world, 
and lose his soul ; or be instrumental in destro3dng the souls of 
others. Yes, he lay awake night after night, thinking of it. It is 
the determination oi* Grod, that men shall think of it. His provi- 
dence is pressing it upon their minds. Light has penetrated even 
the thick darkness which surrounds the distiU^^ conscience and the 
wholesale dealer's. While furnishing by hogsheads and cargoes, 
what Robert Hall called ^^ distilled death, aud liquid damnation," 
a dreadful sound has been in their ears, crying, <^ although, sen- 
tence against an evil work is not executed speedily, yet judgment 
of a long time lingereth not, and damnation slumbereth not." 
The Hofy Ghost, in many cases, has convinced ttiem of sin, of 
righteousness, and of judgment. And where the hea^tof the fa- 
ther has not been touched, his children often have prayed and 
wept over his approaching ruin. " Father," said a son, with tear- 
ful emotion, " are you going to sell any more rum ? I should not 
think you would.— -Oh, I hope you will not.* He trembled lest 
he should witness his own father, stained with tiie guilt of blood. 
He abhorred the thought of his providing, by such an employment, 
even bread for his children. While eating it, they might feel, as 
if they were living upon the tears and groans of other children. 
Nor are such feelings with regard to this business, without good 
reasons. In the State of New York alone, in the course of a few 
weeks, not less than four men, under die influence of ardent spirits 
murdered their wives, and with their own hands made their chil- 
dren orphans. And shall other children wish to live on the gains 
of such a business ? or parents by it to provide bread for their 
children? Can their children desire that they should lay up 
money, or even support them, by that which leaves other children, 
who need support as much as they, without parents? One of 
these men put to death not only his wife, but six of his children. 
With his own hand, under the influence of this poison, which some; 
man for a trifle had sold him, he could butcher his offspring, and 
place one of them to broil to death on the fire of his own hearth. 
And shall other children vfkh their parents to sell it ? Shall any 
of those, who, under the light of the Bible, are rising through sab- 
bath schools, into life, ever think for a moment, of engaging in 
such an employment, or wish to have their parents continue in it ? 
Is it strange that they beseech tfieir fathers with tears, as they 
value the favor of God, and would escape his righteous indigna- 
tion, to renounce it ? 

The Judge, in passing sentence upon one of the unhappy men 
whose children had by his own hand been rendered motherless, 
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said, *^ By one fatal act your wife was sent to the ^cold and silent 
mansions of the dead ; your children were deprived of all the en- 
dearments and fostering care of their mother, and you are fated 
to expiate your ctfence upon a gallows. Upon a review of this 
shocking transaction, the question naturally presents itself, what 
could so have perverted your nature ? what could so have steeled 
your heart ? The answer is, — spirituous liquor. It has h^d the 
effect to estrange you from the most endearing relation, from the 
ties of blood, from your obligations to your fellow beings and to your 
Creator. K any further evidence were wanting to manifest the deso- ' 
lating effects of ardent spirits which have moved like a destroying 
angel over our land, we have it in the astounding fact, that within 
the last two months, three men have been arraigned before me, on 
charges of murdering their wives : each of these offences was com- 
mitted by intenaperate men."* 

As another Judge was passing sentence of death upon anoth- 
er of these unhappy men, a spectator remarks, " When the allu- 
sion was made to die tender and thrilling circumstance of his vic- 
tim, being not only a defenceless woman, but his own confiding 
wife, the mother oi his own children, who was, at the moment w 
receiving the fatal blow from his band, giving sustenance to his 
smiling infant, folded in her arms ; and of her being found by the 
neighbors, after the murderer had fled, literally weltering in her 
own blood, and in the very agonies of death, still folding the cling- 
ing babe to her bosom, with a maternal fondness that neither cruel- 
ty nor death could overcome ; I say, when these circumstances 
were alluded to, a shock passed over his system too heavy for con- 
cealment. 

" A sudden flash and rapid rcJl of the eye showed a living sen- 
sibility in him, which even drunkenness and crime had not the 
power to extinguish. But it was momentary. He soon recover- 
ed himself, and heard again, like one who has been accustomed to 
master compunctions of conscience, until he was referred to the 
awful retributions of eternity, and reminded that his only hope was 
in speedy repentance and humbling himself before God, when 
another shudder came over him, too powerful not to be noticed. 
A strong emotion, in spite of resistance, rose in his soul, at the 
thought of eternity, and its retribution to the murderer. But, ex- 
cept in these two instances, it was not seen that Holt felt more than 
others. He stood there, at once a living victim to his ruling vice, 
intemperance ; and a living demonstration of its hardening, petrify- 
ing influence upon all that is dignified and lovely in our being, and 
of its certain tendency to obliterate the last trace of humanity and 

* Judge EdwardB* senteBco of death upon James Ransom. 
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of kindly feeling from our nature, and to transform a man, a bus- 
band, a father, into the veriest monster in the universe. 

^< Holt was the keeper of a tippling shop, and himself a tippler. 
Ah ! this tells the story ! let those, then, who are so far following 
in his steps be warned, and beware lest they overtake him in his 
end!" 

" Paul B. Torrey, of Naples,^ N. Y. in a fit of intoxication on 
Sunday, the 17th inst. after cruelly beating his own son, took him by 
the legs and dashed his head against the side pf the house with such 
violence, as to break the wall, and then with a boot-jack beat the 
poor child's head literally to a jelly. The dead body was discov- 
ered on Monday afternoon. The murderer is in jail at Canandaigua. 
Torrey was addicted to intemperance. , His wife was driven from 
his house some time since. He was a merchant, as we learn 
from a house in this city, with whom he dealt, in good standing. 
All this unutterable anguish comes from the destestable habit of 
drinking." — Albany paper. 

A gentleman from rortsea, England, writes, "I was called yester- 
day to a house in the neighborhood, where a man. had ^ust mur- 
dered his wife ; the purple gore was yet flowing, and life was not 
extmct, when I arrived. The husband was in a state of into^ca- 
tion, and his wife speedily expired, from a wound inflicted by him, 
wiA a shoe-maker s knife. They were both drunkards. . ai 
tended the inquest : the verdict returned, was, * wilful murder.' 
The day before, a child was burnt to death by its clothes takmg 
fire, "nie father and mother, at the time it took place, were both 
so drunk that they could not assist the little sufierer." 

In view of such facts, which might be recounted for hours, the 
community will apply the principle maintained by the distinguish- 
ed legislator referred to, that ^^ the man who holds out the temp- 
tation, is the chief transgressor." For cents and sixpences, he 
will thus knowingly sport with the lives and souls of his fellow 
men. , v 

On a certain day, during the past year, one of these men sold 
his neighbor, who, with his wife and son about. 22 years old, t(ad 
been intemperate, some New England rum. The next day an 
altercation took place betwen the son and his mother. He told 
her if she would furnish him with a rope he would hang, himself. 
The rope w^s procured, and a few rods frorn theliouse, he suspend- 
ed himself from a tree. In that situation a neighbor discovere^d him, 
and informed his mother that her son was d^ad. She said she 
was glad of it, and hoped he was in hell. While the man was gone 
to call others, she made her way to the spot, where her son hung, a 
lifeless corpse, took a bottle from his coat pock6t, and drank her- 
self to intoxication. Not many months after, her husband was 
found on the floor of his house, in which state it is supposed he bad 
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been 24 hours, dead.. And what did th^t man get probably for 
the rum which he sold them ? Perhaps thirty cents. And for 
that paltry' sum, he is to be held eternally responsible for its effects. 
" Such painful effects," says a writer on the spot, who conversed 
with this woman on the death of her son, '^ speak loudly and im- 
pressively ; and I hope will excite all the^ friends of temperance to 
mcreased devotedness in a cause, which so directly involves the 
present and eternal welfare of mankind." 

In another case, a man sold to a man and woman a pint of 
erdent spirit. They drank a part of it, and made their way to- 
ward a pond, in which they were both shortly after found dead, 
with their clothes and their bottle lying together on the shore. 
And how much did that man get for thus being accessory to the 
death of two of his fellow men ? perhaps six cents.^ So true is it, 
that meii who call themselves sober, humane, and who sometimes 
even profess religion, for cents and sixpences will destroy die 
bodies and souls of their fellow men. 

To one individual was committed at one time on board a 
steam-boat the care of a hundred and twenty persons. Some 
one, for a mere pittance, sold him some ardent spirh; under its in- 
Quence he was called to encounter a storm. I^ght approached, 
danger became imminent, and being near the port die passen- 
gers besought him 16 return. ^^ No, said he, if we go back we 
shall have no profit." And for three hours he held those passen- 
gers in danger of death ; and \^en entreated to make signals of 
distress, he utterly refused ; and w;ould not even hang out a light; 
although by doing it, the prospect was that all might be saved ; 
and by not doing it, that all would be lost. The vessel struck 
upon a rock, and fifty persons were plunged into the sea. And, 
as if in judgment, the first among them, was the captain himself. 
And there, amidst the foaming billows, mpre than a hundred persons 
found a watery grave,— all apparendy occasioned by ardent 
spirit. Says a paAenger who was saved, " the captain was in- 
toxicated all the way." And what did the person who sold him 
tfa^li(}uor get for-^tts being accessory to the loss of more than a 
hundred lives ? And what will it avail him in the day when he 
must answer for the infltlence of his business upon the world ? 
Will it screen hini,from the accusation of the slain, the stings of 
an accusing conscience, and the burning indignation of an in- 
censed God, to say. If he had not done* it, somebody else would ? 

From a similarcause, thousands of lives are wantonly sacrificed, 
and property to an almost incredible amount, buried in tne ocean, 
every year. And shall the men who are knowingly accessory, 
think to escape the execrations of earth, or heaven f 

A merchant from one of our principal sea-ports remarks, " J 
sent out a ve|^l under afi express agreement that no ardent spirit 
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should be taken on board. I had suffered so many losses from 
it, that I resolved never to permit it to be taken on board again. 
The captain, in violation of his agreement, when about to return 
took on board four gallons of brandy, which lasted him about four 
weeks; and that four gallons of brandy cost me $4000.- A great 
proportion of all the shipwrecks on the ocean are occasioned by 
It. I hardly ever suffered a loss at sea, or had vessels meet with 
disasters, where this was not the cause; add I am resolved 
never to send out another vessel under the command of a man, 
who will either use, or furnish it." 

So strongly marked are the facts, that such are how becoming 
the sentiments of respectable merchants throughout the country. 
More than five hundred vessels are afloat, which do not carry ar- 
dent spirit ; and they will outride storms which will shipwreck a 
great portion of the vessels that do. Insurance offices, have, in 
some cases on such vessels, diminished the rate of insurance five 
per cent. And the time, it is hoped, is not distant when the us^ 
of ardent spirit by officers or crews, in case of the loss of vessels, 
shall be a forfeiture of the insurance. 

Nor is the change more striking or beneficial, in the merchant 
service than in the Navy. An order was issued by the Secreta 
ry of the Navy, durecting that each man on board the United 
States vessels, who should relinquish his grog ration, should re- 
ceive as an equivalent six cents a day. An officer on board the 
sloop of war John Adams, in a letter dated Syracuse, Jan. 1st, 
1832, writes, " Since the Secretary's letter respecting grog rations 
has been read to the men, we have not had more than forty on 
board who drew their grog, and to-day they all stopped it, except 
two." 

Commodore Biddle, who commands the Mediterranean squad- 
ron, in a letter to the Secretary of the Navy, states that the whole 
number of persons in the squadron, exclusive of ' commissioned 
and warrant officers, is 1107; and that 819 (ave stopped their 
allowance of spirits ; and that on board the sloop of war John 
Adams, not a man draws his grog. . And a gen^man from ^ytftr.. 
cuse writes that not an officer on board draws his rations of spirits ; 
and that there is much zeal among them, in the temperance cause* 
Similar changes have taken place on board ot];ier ships. One 
is now fitting out at Washington, and eveiy man,^ before he goes 
aboard of her, voluntarily pledges himself to abstain from ijaifi use 
of ai dent ^spirit, and receives in lieu of his rations of grog, an 
equivalent ki cash. No man not disposed thus to pledge himself, is 
received. And there can be no doubt that the practice of furnish- 
ing ardent spirit by the government, and thus without benefit, and 
at a great expense exciting the men to violate the Commands of 
tl^ir officers, tempting them to form intemperate habits, and ren- 
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d^ng them unfit for the pablic service ; corrupting their, morals, 
increasing their diseases, shortening their lives, and ruining their 
souls, vill ere long in the Navy, as well as the Army, be done 
• away. JVlillions now unite with that member of Congress, who, in 
iddressing the head of the War Department on the subject of 
Temperance, said, " It n^ay be quickened by what I trust will be 
its next great step, the relinquishment, through enlightened and 
patriotic feelings, of ardent spirit by our gallant army and navy. 

" Those who have had experience in both, have officially declared 
that the greatest difficulties they had to encounter, have arisen from 
the daily rations of spirit to the soldier or sailor. The physician 
jj^ that it is not promotive of heakh, but that it wealcens the 
energies, engenders diseases, and destroys life. Why then should 
it be given at all to the gallant men who bear our banner upon 
dK land and the wave, and who have the glories of their fathers 
fSst achievements in keeping? The small quantity of ardent 
,/pirit allowed creates an appetite for more, and it often happens, 
m both army and navy, that a month's pay of the men is spent for 
the means of intoxication. In our little army of 5642 men, there 
have been, it is stated, 5832 courts martial, within five years ; of 
which five sixths are chargeable to intemperance ; and also 4049 
desertions of which almost all are chargeable to intemperance. 
Desertion alone has cost the United States $336,616 in five yearft. 
Add to thS the declenidon of moral feeling, the disease and pre* 
mature deaths produced, and what a hideous aggregate does it 
give of the ravages of intemperance.— What has been done, it 
was right and best to do gradually. But now strike boldly in 
miison with the public tone; fulfil its expectation; recommend 
the entire disuse of spirits, and receive from your countrymen the 
praise of not being statesmen alone, but statesmen and benefactors. 
Give us your aid to bring upon men almost the brightness of the 
world's first mommg." 

A distinguished mRcev of the army, in a letter to our Secretary, 
says, " I am under great obligations to you for the Fourth Report 
ot the American temperance Society ; and I feel myself highly 
honored in having been made a member of that truly benevolent 
mstitution. When I arrived here, I question whether there were 
three men who abstained wholly from the use of ardent spirits — 
noW| more than three fourths of our whole number are members of 
a Temperance Society, on the principle of enure abstinence. They 
hold regular meetings ona) a fortnight, at which, one of their num- 
ber reads an essay or tract on intemperance. The effect has 
been just what I anticipated — ^a manifest improvement in the ap- 
pearance, sgiritsj. and conduct of the soldiers. Instead of the stu- 

* Hml Jamei M. Wajae. ^ 
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ptd and bloated visage, is now seen the cheerful and healthy coun- 
tenance — ^where was wrangling and strife is good humor and play- 
fulness — and insubordination and negligence have given [iace to 
cheerful obedience and prompt attention to duty. Not a member 
of the society, which is of six weeks' standing, has been confined 
in the guard-house, and such has been its influence even upon 
others, that but two men of the whole command have been con- 
fined since the society was established. I hardly need to add that 
the offence, in both cases, was intoxication — while, before the soci- 
ety was formed, the average number of men confined was three 
in twenty-four hours ; so that there were as many men confimd 
before in one day, as are now confined in six weeks. — Siaee 
the formation of the society no desertion has occurred ; while dur- 
ing the ndonth preceding its formation, five men deserted — ^I must 
believe that the difiference is mainly to be attributed to the temper- 
ance reformation. — ^I am more than ever convinced that were a 
judicious friend of temperance to visit the various military posta^ 
and exert himself in this truly benevolent cause, his efibrtB would 
save the government thousands, and the members of the army bom 
incalculable evils." 

And who can doubt, after reading the above statement, that 
this would be the case ; when as many men were confined in the 
guard-house in one day before the temperance society was form- 
ed, as were afterwards in six weeks ; and when the number of 
desertions was diminished in a still greater proportion ? Tlius in- 
dicating that the officers have more than forty times as much trou- 
ble with men who use ardent spirit, as with men who do not. 
On what principle, then, of prudence or economy, patriotism, or 
even humanity, can the government continue to furnish it, or li- 
cense men to sell it to the soldier or the seaman ? Just views on 
this subject, the committee are sure, must cause a practice produc- 
tive of no benefit, and fraught with such numerous and alarming evils, 
to be abolished ; and they rejoice to find that a change has taken 
place in other countries on this subject similar to what has been ef- 
fected in our own. The British government has ceased to furnish 
ardent spirit for their armies throughout their provinces ; and to a 
great extent it is relinquished on board many vessels in the British 
navy. And if the friends of Grod and man do their duty, the prac- 
tice of furnishing it in any case will ere long cease throughdut the 
earth. * 

Manufactories of every description are now carried on, canals 
and rail-roads are constructed, and lawful business of every sort, 
and by constantly increasing numbers, is conducted, and with greatly 
increased advantage, without the use of ardent spirit. In the erec- 
tion of the Massachusetts Lunatic Asylum, the state commission- 
ers say, that more than eleven hundred thousand brick have been 
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laid during the past year ; that not an accident has happened ; that 
not an hour's time has been lost by the indisposition of any of the 
workman ; and that not a drop of nrdent spirit luts been conmm' 
ed in the performance. Such facts are becoming common in tlie 
greatest and most difficult works, and the conviction is extending, 
that should this course be adopted by all, and in all kinds of busi 
ness, on tlie land and on the water, the benefits would be unspeak 
able to our country and the world. 

Another point on which great advance has been made during 
the past year in the public sentiment, is, the immorality of the 
u^ of ardent spirit, and also the traffic in it, arising from its de- 
structive influence on the soui. Facts have been developed 
which are adapted to impress strongly on the mind, the conviction 
that the use of ardent spirit, and especially the traffic in it, tends 
inpa peculiar manner to blind the understanding, .to sear the con- 
science, to harden the- heart, arid corrupt and ruin the whole 
character. Those cold-blooded, long continued, and often re- 
peated murders which have been committed for the purpose of 
obtaining money by the sale of the bodies of the murdered for an- 
atomical dissection, have uniformly been committed in connection 
with the use and sale of ardent spuit. 

And, says an energetic writer,* " The evil effects of ardent 
spirits are i^pt exhibited alone on those who drink them. The 
very traffic stands unrivalled, for its hardening and debasmg influ- 
ence, on those engaged in its operations. Who that has been 
conversant with the pollutions of the petty grog-shop, grocery, or 
tavern, does not recollect the cold-blooded barbarity and cupidity 
which has been exhibited by its keeper, who doles to his drunken 
^revelers, with a calcurating air — and whose sole care is, the profit 
of his establishment ? Many of us have witnessed its effects on a 
higher olrder of dealers. It is, even in this vicinity, not unfrequently 
the case, that the bread-stuffs, which are worse, infinitely worse 
than annihilated, by their conversion into whiskey, will command . 
a pnce on account of scarcity, nearly equal to what can be real- 
ized by distillation, and yet-, the accursed machinery must be kept 
in motion, if by the process, one copper is to be gained — although 
the hungering and helpless poor are pining for the very dregs, 
which the distiller flings to his swine. And how often has this 
same distiller furnished the means of drunkenness to the worthless 
master of a family, and refused his suffering wife and children the 
very amount of bread, which, in the form of whiskey, has sei*ved 
only to make a brutal husband more brutish — and which might 
have gladdened the hearts of a whole family. 

Who does not shudder at the appalling disclosures, in relation to 

* John L. Chandler, M. D. 
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the deeds perpetrated in the grog-shops and groceries of Edin- 
burgh? Burke and his associates, if I mistake not, were one or 
more of them the keepers of these establishments. They had 
been long practised in the arts by which the lower classes are en- 
trapped in such resorts — and thus successfully plundered of thefr 
last shilling. After the wretched victim had ceased to be a profit- 
able customer, he was plied with liquor — perhaps gratuitously, 
until he became stupified and insensible — and then, in darkness 
and privacy — was suffocated. And for what purpose ? That his 
body might be sold to the schools of anatomy or surgery — for the 
sum of ten — ^perh^ps of twenty dollars ! 1 challenge the anoftls 
of the world to furnish a parallel to this mtwistrous combination of 
a\"arice and blood; and I charge it^ fearlessly, upon the traffic in 
ardent spirits." , 

The oritish and Foreign Temperance Society, in their last Re- 
port, say, " We cannot in this place, adduce the numerous and 
affecting proofs of the necessity of a reformation. It may be suffi- 
cient to mention the affecting loss of the Rothsay Castle ;* and the 
discovery of murders of so horrible a character, that no word had 
been found in the English language to describe their atrocity ; and 
it should be remembered that the indispensable instrument for 
brutalizing the perpejtrators, and for preparing their victims, was 
intoxicating liquor." And here it should not be forgotten that these 
fiends in human shape did not drink to intoxication ; but only to 
such an extent, as they thought needful to fit them for their busi- 
ness j on the same principle as to ' quantity, which governs other 
moderate drinkers, viz.. to take only as much'^te is adapted, in 
their estimation, to fit them for their work* And can the use 
and the traffic in ardent spirit stand thus connected with such . 
deeds of darkness, and tend to fit. meij to perpetrate them, and 
not be adapted to destroy their souls ? 

In February, our Secretary issued the following circular, viz. 

"It is known to all persons' who are acquainted with the * 
churches of Christ in the United States, that an unusual number . 
of persons have been admitted to many of them during' the past 
year. The American Temperance Society is desirous of ascer- 
taining concerning those churches, the foUovVing particulars, viz. 

1. Are there any persons in them who tiraffic in ardent spirit? 
If so, how many ? 

2. What proportion of the persons who have bedh admitted to 
those churches, during the past year, do not use it ? 

3. What proportion of the whole population to whom the gos- 
pel is preached in the town or parish abstain from the use of it? 

* In which more than one hundred persons lest their lives, through the inflo- 
ence of liqaor on one man. 4 
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If the ministers of those churches, when they make their 
turns to the various ecclesiastical bodies with which they are con- 
nected, will answer the above questions ; or the friends of Tem- 
perance mil answer them with regard to any particular county, 
or any number of parishes, in the public papers, or by letter to 
the subscriber, they will promote the cause of Temperance, and 
perform an important service to the communit}'. 

Justin Edwards, 
Cor. Sec. Am. Temp. Society " 

In consequence of the above, one man writes, that the number 
of inhabitants in the town in which he lives is about thirty-six hun- 
dred ; the number over twelve years of age who abstain from the 
use of ardent spirit, about sixteen hundred ; aiM the number who 
belong to the Temperance Society, about twelve hundred. Of 
the sixty persons who, at tRe close of 1830, were members of the 
Temperance Society, but not hopefuHy pious, more than half have 
since become so. * 

Another man states, that of about fifteen hundred souls in his 
parish, he should think that three fourths abstain from the use of 
ardent spirit; that from those three fourths more tBan seventy 
made a profession of religion, and were admitted to the church 
in one day, while from the other fourth there were only three ; 
and that as many, lacking two, have been admitted to the church 
during the past year, as for twenty years before. 

Another man writes, that in his parish, about two fifths of the 
population abstain from the use of ardent spirit ; that during the 
past year more than one hundred and fifty have become hopefully 
devoted to God ; and, although as well acquamted with them as 
^ any man in the place, he knows of but two, who had not previous- 
ly given up the use of ardfnt spirit. As a general thing, he says, 
aH who appeared to experience the power of the gospel were 
from the ranks of Temperance. Others, in some cases, a^ppeared 
• to become almost chrii^tians, who were in the habit of using a 
little ardent spirit, but they have gone back ; and the impression 
among those who understand their case is, this habit was the cause 
of their failing of the grace of life. Within a year and a half 
there have been admitted to the church, or are now on probation 
for admission one hundred and. thirty ; being a greater number 
than had been added to it for twenty years before ; and nearly aH 
were froqj the two fifths who had renounced the use of strong 
drink. 

Another man states, that in his parish about two thirds of the 

Eeople use no ardent spirit ; that during the past year about thirty 
ave become liopefully pious, and all from those who had adopted 
the plan of abstinence from the use of spirituous liqiiors. Others 
had their attention arrested, and for a time inquired with deep 
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anxiety wliat they should do to fie saved. But they have all 
again become careless, and are how stupid in sin; 

Another man states, that o* more than forty, and another that 
of more than four hundred who have apparently passed from 
death unto life, there was n't one who was not a friend to the 
Temperance cause. 

Another man, who, since October 1830, has visited three hundred 
towns in which special efforts havel)een made for the promotion 
of temperance, states, that of those, who, in September, 1830, 
were not hopefully pious, hi/t, belonged to temperance societies, 
six-tenths profess, since thai time, to have devoted themselves to 
God ; and that ofr those who did t\ot belong to such societies, and 
have since become hopefully pious, eight-tenths have immediately 
united with them. 'He also states, that of those three hundred 
towns, two hundred and seventy-five have been visited with the spe- 
cial influences of the Holy Spirit ; that he has witnessed cases, not 
a few, in which persons who had been swearers, sabbath-breakers, 
&c. have joined a Temperance Society, and soon have, for the 
first time in their lives, been heard inquiring what they should do 
to be saved ; and that he has hinaself known of more than one 
hundred persons, who had been drunkards, who have been re- 
claimed, and are now consistent members of christian churches. 

He also mentions two other facts which deserve to be record- 
ed, viz. that he has seen but few professors of religion who oppos- 
ed temperance societies, but who either made, sold or drank ar- 
dent spirit; and that he has never known an intemperate man 
who gave up the use of ardent spirit^ but who continued to dridc 
wine, beer, or cider, who did not perpetuate his intemperance, and 
uhimately turn back to his former habits of using ardent spirit. 
These facts deserve to be rememberetl, and especially the last. 
The disease of drunkenness, if not fed with intoxicating drink, will 
sleep, and not afflict him who has contracted it — but if fed, even 
with fermented drinks^ will continue to rage, will ordinarily increase, 
and its deluded victim may expect to die a drunkard. And this 
will be the case, if he begins, though it may have been years since 
he ceased to use it. There is no safety but in entire and perpe- 
tual abstinence from the use of every thing which intoxicates. 
Those friends, therefore, and all who urge such persons to use in 
any degree either fermented liquor, or distilled, take the course 
to destroy them. And numerous are the cases where the result 
has been speedy death. A drunkard ceased to use intoxicating 
drink, and was, as every drunkard, should he take a similar course, 
will be, a sober man. He continued so, for years, till urged by 
a pretended friend to take a tea-spoon full a day in some restora- 
tive bitters. He did, and was soon again a drunkard, raging in 
ail the madness of tlie delirium tremens. Another, by abstaining 
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in a similar manner, was a sober man, till his mother urged him to 
take a little porter ; an(l told bim, when he refused, that it would not 
hurt him, ai|d prefced him, till he complied ; and from that day- 
she was doomed, as Jf ip righteous judgment, to see her son a 
confirmed sot. Cafe a man take coals into his bosom, and his 
clothes not be burnt ? as well ' might a man put a match to gun- 
powder, and not expect an e;cplosion, as to dirow alcohol into the 
stomach of a' drunkard, or oQi'that has been such, and not expect 
that it will take fire. Water, pure, cool water, and unsdmulating 
food and drinks, are the only safeguard against his Deing con- 
sumed. ^ ' 

With such facts, and numerous others of ^Miilar kind which 
are now before the community, can any one doubt asio the course 
of duty and of safety ? or whether the use of ardent spirit as a 
drink, and the traffic in it, is an immorality of a high and aggrava- 
ted character ; a]k)gether inconsistent with a profession of the chris- 
tian religion ;■ at war alike with the spiritual good of man and with 
the glory of his Maker ? Suppose thatin.the towns above referred 
to, the proportion of the people who do not use ardent spirit is as 
stated by the writers of the letters, who lired among them, and 
had as good an opportunity as any others to judge correctly on the 
subject — ^how shall we account for the fact, that, in one case, from 
one quarter of ^e people, but three professed the religion of Jesus 
Christ, while from the other three quarters there were more than 
seventy; being more than twenty to one? and in another case 
where two-fifths of the people abstained from tlie use of ardent 
spirit, how shall we account for the fact that among the three-fifths 
who did not abstain, not five appeared to become pious, while 
among tlie two-fifths that did abstain, there appeared to be morie 
than a hundred? How Aall we account for the - facts of thirty 
becoming hopefully pioiis in one district, and forty in another, and 
four hundred in another, who had espoused the temperance cause, 
and not one who had not, without drawing the conclusion, that ar- 
dent spirit, in all its influences, is hostile to the interests of the soul, 
and tends strongly to ruin it forever ? The facts are so numerous, 
and so striking by which thifis illustrated, as to force the convic- 
tion upon every attentive observer. And the number is rapidly 
increasing, who cannot be persuaded tliat men who understand the 
nature of the traffic in ardent spirit and its eflfects, and yet con- 
tinue in it, can, while they do this, give credibla evidence that they 
are good men. And nothing now hinders this conviction from be- 
coming universal, so much as the fact that there are some church 
members who still continue in the traffic. Yet so great is the light, 
that notwithstanding their connection with tlie church, the convic- 
tion is pervading the whole community, that they, in violation not 
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only of the dime law, but of their ^Cession, regard money more 
than God, 

Certain it is, whether they know it or not, that few men in the 
community are doing so much for the destruction of souls as those 
professors of religion who' continue in Ae tfaffic in ardent spirit. 
A young man, who had been awakened to a deep conviction of his 
gudt as a sinner, who was in great distress, and anxiously inquir- 
ing what he should do to be saved,jrecollected that he had before 
banished such feelings, by the use of spirituous liquor. In hb 
agony, he made his way to the plade where it was sold — procur- 
ed it, and drank it. His distress abated. His eyes seemed to be 
so enlightened that he could see that his former distress was de- 
lusion. A scofFdf came in. and began to ridicule him for hav- 
ing, as he. had heard, been serious. The young man denied rt, 
ridiculecL the idea ; and has apparendy been in a state of moral 
death ever since. 

Another young man, who, was in the habit of freely using ar- 
dent spirit, was at one time tormented with the idea, that his wife, 
who was aiixious for her salvation. Was in danger of becoming 
pious. He opposed her, and opposed all her ' eflbrts to secure 
eternal life. H^ strpve, by all means in his power, to banish seri- 
ous impressions from her mind. He succeeded ; and was permit- 
ted again to hear her, like himself, cry Peace, peace, when Jeho- 
vah said, " There is no peace." He was induced, not long after, 
to give up tlie use of ardent spirit. , His mind soon became 
solemn, and he was deeply anxious for his own salvation. His 
wife opposed him ; but he was too much in earnest to b^ hindered. 
He sought the Lord while he was to be found— called upon him 
while he was near — forsook, as he believes, every false way, 
and turned heartily unto the Lord, who had mercy upon him, 
and abundandy pardoned. He is now rejoicing in hope, and is 
exceedingly anxious that his wife too, may become partaker of the 
same great salvation. She, however, remains as he once wished 
to have her ; and whether the separation, which appears to have 
been begun, is to continue and increase, till a great gulph opens 
between them, and is eternal, remains yet to be determined. A 
strong and permanent conviction, bdwever, rest? upon his mind, 
made apparendy by the Holy Ghost, that had he not ceased to use 
the drunkard's poison, which once excited hitn to violent hostility td 
the truUi, and unceasing opposition to those who' embraced it, he 
never had experienced itg illuminating and purifying power. Nor 
is tlie connection between abstinence and the use of strong drink 
confined to tills country. Tlie British and Foreign Temperance 
Society, with the Bishop of London at its head, and composed of 
men whom no one can justly aiccuse of enthusiasm, say in their 
Report, '^ W^ need not dwell upon the e£^ts of obviously exces- 

6 4* 



*^* 



43 AMERICAN TEMPERANCE 80CIETT. [153 

sive drinking. The habitual use of such portions of liquor as 
have no apparent effect upon the capability lor ordinary occupa- 
tions, maintains^ in multitudes of our fellow countr}nmen, a contin* 
ued excitement, which sets them free from effectual consciousness 
of responsibility for every' action, and renders impressions of un- 
easiness, regarding their spiritual state, transient and moperative. 

" But, in many instances, to which ihe Committee refer with pe- 
culiar satisfiiction, persons unaccustomed to any observance of the 
duties of religion, having been induced to join temperance 
societies, have at first become thoughtful hearers, and ultimately 
joyful and sincere receivers of Christian truth. 

" Your Committee indulge, indeed, the highest hope that this In- 
stitution will be the honored instrument in r^oving from the 
human mind a general and fatal delusion, which roost powerfully 
opposes the reception, and obstructs the progress of the Gospel 
of Salvation." . 

EJven wicked tben now understand, and confess, that between 
the traffic in ardent spirit, and a profession of the christian religion, 
there is a total hostility. They quote the fact of church members 
continuing in the traffic, and thus being accessory to the pauper- 
ism, crimes, and wretchedness of the community, as conclusive 
proof that they are no better than others : they state that they will 
ruin men, (and on their own principles,) /or hoih worlds, for 
money. And does not the excuse which such men often make, 
"that if they did not sell rum, they would not sell so many other 
things," countenance the • idea ? What is their excuse, but an 
acknowledgment that their object of supreme regard is money? 
Your church member, ^ays one, is making more paupers and 
more criminals than any other man in the town : and the great 
difficulty, in many cases with this assertion, is, it is true. For his 
own profit he is making paupers, says another, and I have to sup- 
port them. He is excitms men to commit crimes, and I have to 
pay for the prosecution of them. He is taking from the very 
fadier, whose children come from day to day to my door and beg 
for bread. He is covering that amiable woman, and her lovely 
children, with gloom and wretchedness, more desolating^ and more 
relentless than the grave. Fof twelve and a half cents, he will doom 
that more than widowed mother to the more than . death-like 
agony of seeing her husband, not laid motionless by the hand of 
her heavenly Father, but staggering homeward under a living 
death, inflicteit by the hand of a brother in the church, of which 
she is herself a member ; and who, before heaven and earth, has 
covenanted to do her husband good, and good only, as he has op- 
portunity. And hd^will doom her more than fatherless children, 
not to stand and weep over their father's corpse^ but to fiee for 
their lives, lest, by their father's hand, they should be made 






f 
« 



153] FIFTH REPORT. 1832. 43 

corpses ; and to leave their mother, their last earthly hope, to 
he, they fear, as niothers often have been, murdered by the 
hands of her husband. Are such men, it is asked, Chris- 
tians? Are these the men who give up all for Jesus Christ? 
And yet such men there are in American churches — ^who, if they 
do not sell their Master for thirty pieces of silver, do sell his dis- 
ciples, to more than the agonies of crucifixion, for one; and with- 
out manifesting even as much compunction as did Judas, when he 
went away and hanged himself. Are these men the friends of 
him who said, '^ Inasmuch as ye have done it, unto one of the 
least of these my disciples, ye have done it unto me ? " For a piece 
of money will they thus agonize the Saviour m the person of his 
disciples, and yet profess to be liis friends? Are these the men 
whose grand object is " Glory to God in the hichest, good will to 
men?" Who can believe it? Nor are such feelings, in view of 
these abominations confined to men who make no profession of 
religion. The consistent Christian beholds them, and froq^^ the 
heart, cries, " Father, forg've them, for tliey know not what they 
do." But as he prays, his voice is choked by the recollection 
that they do know ; or if they do not shut their eyes, would 
know; and if they do not, it is because " he that doth evil liatetii 
the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be 
reproved." Arid as voluntary ignorance will not for a moment 
screen them from the righteous indignation of the father of the 
fatherless, and the judge of the widows, they are< ready to say, " O 
that my head were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that 
I might weep day and night for the slain of the daughters of my 
people." Nor is their grief assuaged, or their righteous indigna- 
tion abated, by the cold, heardess plea, '^ If I should not do it, 
somebody else would" — a plea that might fit a slave-dealer or an 
assassin, but not a (}isciple of him who said, '' If a man love me 
let him keep my commands. — He that loveth houses or land, gold or 
silveri more than me, is not worthy of me — and he that forsaketh 
not all that he hath, cannot be my disciple. — He that findeth his 
life shall lose it, and he that loseth his life for my sake wai the 
gospel's, shall keep it unto life eternal." 

The Committee know of no principle of the gospel that will 
justify churches of Jesus Christ in permitting their members, who 
have opportunity to understand this subject, to continue this work 
of deatii. From all parts of the country the lamentation now 
comes, and often with tears, that the greatest d^culries in the 
way of the Temperance Reformation — of \h6 success of the Gos- 
pel, and the salvation of men-^are those members of the church, 
who still sell ardent spirit.^ And if the ehtttch shall contmue to 
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admit persons who are engaged in tliis traffic, as members, or 
connive at it, by suffering those who are already in the church to 
continue it, she will herself assume the responsibility, and be load- 
ed with the guilt of perpetuating intemperance and its abomina- 
tions to the end of the world. 

If the principles of revelation and the facts which God, in his 
providence and by his grace is developing, as those who abstain from 
all connection with ardent spirit, as a drink, in greater and greater 
numbers become devoted to his service, and others, amidst all the 
triumphs of his grace, are almost uniformly passed by^ and if the 
knowledge of the fact that ten times as many in proportion to the 
number of one class are apparently renewed in the temper of their 
minds as of the other, do not awaken and move the members of 
the church to do their duty, — ^they would not be persuaded though 
one should rise from the dead. And should the temperance re- 
formation cease to move onward, and the burning tide of desola- 
tion- again roll back upon us, let them not forget that they are the 
cause. Should their own members, in greater numbers apostatize, 
become abandoned, and the Holy Ghost depart, and their children 
die drunkards, let them not forget they are themselves the cause. 
Should the dragon, that old serpent, again renew his vigor, and 
pour out in greater abundance his poison — ^party spirit in our land 
continue to rage, and become a thousand ibid more malignant, 
and burning — ^letthem not forget that tliey are furaishing the mate- 
rials, and kindling the flames. Should they rise even into fury, and 
burn with increasing fierceness, till the bands of social order burst 
asunder and the foundations of society dissolve, let them not for- 
get that they are the cause. 'And should death on his pale horse 
pass through every place, and destruction follow, the universe 
would pronounce it just. They that sow the wind shall reap the 
whirlwind ; and they that sow death shall reap also death. '' 

These views, wherever the means are used, are* extending 
through the country. Many churches utterly refuse to admit any 
persons as members who continue to traffic in ardent spirit ; or to 
allow fliis in any of their members. They do not believe that they 
can allow it, without violating the known will of God.* Nor is this, 
as some have supposed, adopting a new rule of discipline : it is only 
applying the riile laid down in the Bible, correctly to this case, viz. 
that those shall not be admitted to the church,- or suffered to con- 
tinue in it, who continue perseveringly in the practice of open im- 
morality. Tbtt being accessory to the production of the pauperisnj, 
crime, sickness, insanity, death and destruction, which are occa- 
sioned by the sale of ardent spirit, is an immorality, is by the Bi- 
ble forever settled. And when this subject is presented, in the 
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spirit of the Bible, and illustrated by the manirestatioas of provi- 
dence, it is felt to be an immorality of a high and aggravated char- 
acter, by every impartial, candid and sober man. The truth on this 
subject commends itself to the conscience, and moves strongly on 
the heart. During the past year this subject has been presented, 
oy our secretary, to fourteen of the churches in Boston ; and eight 
of those churches have now in them, no members who are engag- 
ed in this traffic ; vh. Bowdoin Street, Green Street, Pine Street, 
and Salem Churches ; the first and second Baptist Churches, the 
Mariner's Church, and the Congregational Church m South Bos- 
ton. Several churches in Salem, Beverly, and various otlier 
places, making in all more than two hundred, are now free. And 
when the church as a body shall treat the traffic in its true charac- 
ter, it will be stamped as a gross immorality throughout the christian 
world. Zion will then arise and shine, her light being come, and 
the glory of the Lord beaming upon her. 

A city society has also been formed in Boston, during the past 
year ; and societies formed or enlarged in fourteen different con- > 
gregations, embracing more than three thousand members. A so- 
cieiy of young men has also been formed on the plan of entire ab- 
stinence from the use of ardent spirit and the tra^c in it, embracing 
more than 500 members.* Three State societiies have also been 
formed, during the past year, viz. in Maine, Rhode-Island, and 
Dlinois. There is now a State society in each of the United States, 
except Alabama, Louisiana and Missouri ; and it is hoped that^ 
before the close of another year, there will be on^ in every State 
in the Union. 

In the State of New York there has been added to temperance 
societies, during the year, more than 50,000 members. In several 
counties the* increase has been more than 200 per cent. They 
have printed 350,000 circulars, and sent them to every family in 
the State, inviting each member, who has come to years of under- 
standing, to abstain from the use of ardent spirit, and to unite with 
a temperance society. They have also printed and sent to all parts 
of the State, 100,000 constitutions for family temperance societies, 
in the following form, viz. 

" This society shall be composed of the heads of this family, 
and such other members as shall hereunto subscribe their names. 
In subscribing the constitution we pledge ourselves to the follow- 
ing rules, viz. 

I . We will use no ardent spirits ourselves, nor itlffer the use of 
diem in our families, nor present them to our friends, or those in 
our employment, unless in cases of extreme necessity, for medical 
purposes. 

* Constant additicMis are abo made to the Sodety. 
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2. Those of us who are, or shall hereaftei* become heads ot 
families, solemnly agree to ?each our L^usehold llie principles ot 
entire abstinence, and v^ our bestf adeavors to obtair 'heir signa- 
tures to this constitution 

3. A copy of this constitution, shall be pasted in our family Bi- 
ble, to which our children, if any ^all be often pointed as the act 
of their parents ; and we solemnly enjoin it on them, as they revere 
our memories, sacredly to regard these our sentiments." . 

They have expended in tiiis benevolent i#prk, during the year, 
about $4,500. " 

The following facts, mentioned in their last Report, deserve here 
to be recorded. In the town of Gates, there are sixty-nine gro- 
ceries, and twenty-six taverns, where ardent spirits a. e sold. A 
single magistrate in Rochester, during the past year has committed 
to the common jail one hundred sixty-two persons, and a hundred 
and twenty -five of them were habitual drunkards, or committed 
their crimes in a state of intoxication. 

Within the bounds of Ira and Cato Temperance Society, there 
are seventy-five drunkards, and twelve have apparenUv oeen re- 
formed. 

In the state prison of Auburn, are six hundred seventeen con- 
victs, who, with reference to their former habits, may oe classed 
as follows, namely r intemperate persons five hundred sixty-six , 
moderate drinkers one hundred thirty-two 5 under tne influence 
of spirits when their crimes were committed, three hundred forty- 
six ; discharged during the past year one hundred thirty-three, of 
whom ninety-five had been drunkards. 

Before the formation of the Hector Temperance Society, more 
than 8,500 gallons of ardent spirit were annually consumed in 
the town. Eleven distilleries were in operation. Since that time 
the consumption of ardent spirit has diminished nine-tenths. 
Nine of the distilleries, have been stopped, and two are now 
struggling for a doubtful existence. At the commencement of 
the temperance reformation there was scarcely grain enough 
raised in the town for the supply of its inhabitants ; and the last 
year it is supposed that 60,000 bushels were sold for foreign 
consumption. Such has been the effect of abstinence firom ar- 
dent spirit, in only a part of the people. 

In West Lansing there were 11,000 gallons of spirits consumed 
in 1831 ; seventy-one drunkards; $600 paid for the support of 
paupers, and seven-eighths caused by intemperance. There are 
now five hundred and twenty-six members of Temperance Socie- 
ties, and nine drunkards have been reformed. 

In Lockport nine merchants have abandoned the sale of spirits ; 
one of whom formerly sold 20,000 gallons in a year. 

In Fishkill Landing, the Mattewan Factory store formerly sold 
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two hundred barrels of beer in a year : that factory, and the one 
at Glenham, employing a capital of $250,000, now carry on their 
business without either spirit or beer. 

In Clintonville, the iron forge where seventeen and a half tons 
of iron are maufactured in a week, the extensive rolling-mill, 
chain and nail factories are aU carried on without spirits. In 
Clintonville twenty-five persons, most of them husbands . and 
fathers, who were intemperate, have' renounced the use of strong 
drink ; and three-fourths of the harvest the past year was gather- 
ed without the use df spirit. Cases of assault and battery, and 
petty lawsuits, which before were of almost daily occurrence, are 
now seldom known. 

In Cherry Valley, before the Temperance Society was formed 
30,000 gallons of spirits were sold in a year; in 1831, 8000; 
and to the inhabitants of die town only 6000. Of that, 4000 gal- 
lons were retailed in small measure, at the rate, it is supposed, of 
$2 per gallon, making $8000 ; to wluch add 2000 gallons at 
314 cents per gallon, and we have $8,625 paid out the last year 
for ardent spirit, notwithstanding the use of it had been diminish- 
ed more than fourfold. For common schools, they paid the last 
year $1310. Four districts were not able to have any school. * 
Their town and county taxes were $2177; their ardent spirit 
tax, notwithstanding its diminution, $8,625. 

The Secretary of the ClarksvUle Temperance Society says, 
there are in town three distilleries, ipanufacturing annually 60,CK)0 
gallons ; and for the greater accommodation of the .people, eleven 
taverns and eight grog-shops are licensed to vend it, making one 
to eve^ thirty-two voters in the town. 

In Buffalo, as ascertained by the YouTig Men's Temperance 
Society, there are more than one hundred places where ardent 
spirit is sold, and more than six hundred intemperate persons. 
Nineteen twentieths of the pauperism and crimes appear to 
spring from intemperance ; and a great majority of the male 
. adults who have died, in the last ten years, were intemperate men. 

In Hamburg, with about 3500 inhabitants, three hundred barrels 
of whiskey are drunk in a year ; and there are one hundred drunk- 
ards. 

In Penn-yan, with a population of about 1500, there are four- 
teen stores in which no ardent spirit is sold. Two hardware 
merchants, three saddle and harness makers, one hatter, eight 
lawyers, five physicians, fifteen master mechanics, and one hun- 
dred and twelve heads of families are members of temperance 
societies. Of one hundred and Seven, who have united with the 
church, eighty-three had previously to their hopeful conijjersion 
abstained entirely from the use of ardent spirit. Nevertheless, 
three stores, four taverns, and eleven groceries sell ardent spirit ; 
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and there are in the village two hundred and twelve da^ moder- 
ate drinkers, and one hundred and eighty-seven vnmoderatef 
My of the latter are employed on the canal ; one hdidred thirty- 
seven are permanent residents, and sixty of tliem habitual drunk- 
ards ; thirty-five are fathers, and four are mothers ; and seventy- 
seven are occasional drunkards. .^ . 

In Starkey, out of forty-two deadwJbf all persons both old and 
young, eight, nearly one-fifth of the whole, were occasioned 
by drinking. The tax for pauperism occafjpned directly by in- 
temperance was, in 1830, $260 96; and 0^'nn equivalent for 
the privilege of making diese paupers, they received by way of 
excise from tlie grocers $70, less than one-third enough to sup- 
port the paupers which they made. The other two-thirds was 
a burden upon the public. I3 this fair ? is it just, that grocers, for 
their own profit, should tax the whole community ? In that coun- ' 
ty it is supposed there are eight hundred drunkards, and eleven 
hundred persons who do not use the drunkard's drink. The profit 
of making these drunkards is enjoyed by the grocers ; and is it 
right that others, in this land of liberty and equal rights, should be 
taxed for the support of them ? 

In Henderson, with three hundred and fifty-seven voters, 
$17,104 have within three years been received by grocers and 
others for ardent spirit; sixty-two persons are drunkards, 
and npe-tenths of the poor tax is occasioned by intemper- 
ance. Would it not be just that those who have the profits of 
making these drunkards should have also the burden of support- 
ing them ? And should they, and their families have to endure 
all the wretchedness which they occasion to other families, would 
they find it a profitable business } or be ready to complain, if they 
coidd not be licensed to pursue it ? 

In Lewis, no person has a license to sell ardent spirit ; and 
drunkards, if they will purchase the deadly drink, are obliged to 
go from ten to twenty miles to obtain it. How would the foun- 
tains of sorrow be dried up, and ten thousand hearts leap for joy, 
were this the case throughout our country. And were there none 
in the land wicked enough to sell it as a drink, how many would 
be saved from the drunkard's grave, and from the fire which no 
man can quench. 

And is it not criminal — exceedingly criminal, for the sake of 
money to be knowingly and actively instrumental in preventing the 
salvation of such men ? In raising up others like them, and in per- 
petuating tlieir guilt and their anguish to endless ages ? 

The traffic in ardent spirit setos to be marked, even in this 
life, with decisive indications of divine abhorrence ; and with pre- 
monitions of sure and awful retribution in the life to come. In 
a great proponion of all the families that have been accustomed tc 
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d^ out diis poison to othen, one or more of tiie members, often 
me head, aii4 in many cases a majority of the members, have died 
drunkards. 

In Stephentown, N. Y. there have been fifty-four tavern-keepers 
who sold ardent spirit ; thir^«»even did not succeed m business ; 
sixteen are living, intempeni^; and four have died drunkards. 

In Petersburgh there hav^ teen fifty-four inn-keepers ; five suc- 
ceeded in their business, and of the forty-nine who did not, eleven 
died drunkards. ^ 

In Sandlake therffiave been, in twenty years, twenty-nine inn- 
keepers ; seven made money, and five became drunkards. 

In Brunswick there have been forty tavern-keepers, twenty-two 
of them became intemperate, and four died drunkards. 

In Wynants Kill and Albia there have been twenty-two ; and 
nine of them failed by intemperance. 

In Lansingburgh, of eighteen tavern-keepers, twelve are intem- 
perate, or have died drunkards. Ten deaAs have been occasion- 
ed in the town by ardent spirit, during the past year. Here then, 
in a single county, of 207 tavern-keepers who sold ardent spirit, 
seventy-nine, more than one-third the whole number, became drunk- 
ards themselves. And could we ascertain the number of their 
children who also became drunkards, and the number of the chil- 
dren of those who, notwithstanding their business, remained sober ; 
and how many became drunkards to whom they sold, and how 
many of theit childrefi,^nd how many will through their instrumen- 
tality; and could we catch a glimpse of th9 prospects of these 
persons in the future world, we should want no further evidence 
that the sale of ardent spirit, as a drink, is a business which Ae 
Lord hath cursed. Not only does it tend to destroy others, but 
it increases more than four-fold the prospect that it will bring upon 
tliose who pursue it, and their children, the horrors of the second 
death.* 

We rejoice therefore to find that there are now more than fifty tav- 
erns in the State of New York, in which ardent spirit is not sold ; 
and tliat there are more tlian 200,00 J members of temperance 
societies } that more than 1000 merchants have ceased to traffic in 
the poison ; and that more than 2000 drunkards have ceased to 
use intoxicating drink. 

And here the Committee would present distinctly to the consid- 
eration of all sober men, the subject of temperance taverns, and 
temperance groceries ; establishments conducted by men whp will 
not consent, for the sake of monfi^ to poison and destroy their 
fellow men. Could^ houses for the accommodation of the public, 
be opened in Boston, Worcester, Northampton, Pittsfield, and other 
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principal places, oti all great roads, and especially in iseaports, in 
which the drunkard's drink is not sold, and no one doomed to the 
torment of witnessing the evils which invariably attend the use of 
it, and could such houses be patronized -by all friends of temper- 
ance, the comfort of travelers would be greatly promoted, thou- 
sands be highly gratified, and a moallmportant service rendered to 
^ the community. It is indeed humiStating, and to many distress- 
ing, that they cannot stop at a public house, without inhaling, on 
the threshold, the stench of the drink ofjdrankards ; , and that 
those places Which oudtt to be, and "which Aight be so respecta- 
ble, pleasant, and useuil, ^ould be to multitudes the gate-way of 
death. - 

And as to temperance groceries, the Committee would suggest 
whether it is not the duty of all friends of temperance to patronize 
them, in preference to those whose owners are aiding in perpetu- 
ating intemperance and in demoralizing and burdening the com- 
munity. Even if tho|^ men, in consequence of the profit which 
they niake on ardent spirit could afford to sell other things at a 
lower rate, those who should purchase, arfd thus, in their estima- ~ 
tion, save something by trading at rum stores, would be aiding, to 
the amount of what they save, in perpetuating drinking and 
drunkenness, ynth all their evils, throughout die community. 
And as it is a sin to make, s6 it is a sin to save property in a way 
that is adapted to perpetuate, and does in fact tend to perpetuate 
intemperance.. And if none who submit toKhe guilty degradation 
of aiding the Ahfnkaiid in destroying hims^, or assisting others to 
become like him, should be patronized by any, who do not use 
hii^ison, a mighty obstruction to the Temperance Reformation 
would be removed, an4 a much greater number saved firom tem- 
poral and eternal ruin. The friends of temperance must come 
out, and be separate from this iniquity. They must not by their 
influence aid in perpetuating this mischief, but in causing it to 
cease.. In no other way cto they escape the guilt of being ac- 
cessory to the makirl^*of drunkards, and the danger, in the day 
of retribution, of being {tortakers in their plagues. 

Wor would this in Ae least interfere with the rights of others. 
Iti%ould merelf be to abstain from conniving at iniquity, and 
from aiding in perpetuating' its evils;- which is *ot ogly the right, 
but the duty of eyoryman^m the community/^ Abl|knce, entire 
abstinence from all known influence which is adapted in its na- 
tuljl^nd is found by experiment to aid in perpetuating intemper- 
artbft, is the duty of all. It is ^nerely ceasing to do evil ; and just 
in proportion as men take this course, will intemperance forever 
cease. Facts, as well as the character of the divine government, 
warrant this conclusion, and afford' the greatest encouragement to 
all friends of the cause to persevere with increasmg activitv and 
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diligence till this foe of God and man is banished from the 
eardi. 

From the best information which the Committee have been able 
to obtain, they are led to conclude that more than 1,500,000 peo- 
ple in the United States now abst^n from the use of ardent spirit^ 
and from the furnishing of it fiir the use of others ; that there are j 
more than 4000 temperance societies, embracing more than 500,000 
members; that more than 1500 distilleries have been stopped, 
more than 4000 merchants ceased to traffic in the poison, and 
more than 4,500 ditmkards ceased to ^e intoxicating drinks. 
There is also reak>n to believe that more than 20,000 persons are 
now sober, who, had it not been for the temperance reformation 
would have been sots ; and that 20,000 famihes are now in ease 
and comfort, with not a drunkard in them, or one who is becoming 
a drunkard, who would otherwise have been in poverty, or 
cursed with a drunken inmate ; that 50,000 children are saved 
from the blastmg influence of drunken paiMts, and 200,000 from 
that parental influence, which tended to make them drunkards. 
There is also reason to believe that thousands and tens of thousands 
are members of christian churches, and rejoicing in hope of the 
glory of God, who, had they contihued to drink, had now been 
witliout hope and without God in the world. There is reason to 
oelieve also, that thousands and tens of thousands are now im- 
penitent, unbelieving, and on thpir way to the second death, who, 
had it not been for Ae sale and use of ardent spirit, had been 
ripening for glory, ancf honor, and immorti||ity,- ind eternal life ; 
and that tens of diousands more have passed the boundaries of 
hope, and, are weeping and wailing, who, had it not been for tlus, 
might have been in heaven, And in vieir of such things, shall 
we be told, that temperance is only a secular concern ? that it 
affects o'nly the bodies of men, not their souls, and is a concern 
which relates to jime only, not to et^paity ? that it ought not to 
be discussed from the pulpit, on th6 sabbath? Should Satan 
cause this to be believed, he would perpetuate intemperance to 
the end of the world. Shall the fires libich make this poison, 
burn on the sabbath, and the use of it tend to counteract ^lUjhe 
merciful designs of Jehovah, in establishing that Boly day ? Spill 
Jehovah be insulObd by the appearance in the sanctuary 6f men 
who use it-di the ttibbath, and yet the sabba^ not be occupied, 
by light and love, to abolish the use of it ? Shall it cause the 
word of the Lord, even from the pulpit, to fall as upon a Ipck, 
instead of being as the rain and the snow that come down nbm 
heaven and water the earth ; and thousands who might h^ trees 
of righteousness in the garden of the Lord, to stand like the heath 
in the desert, not seeing good when good comes, and yet the pul- 
pit be dumb ? or speak only on weeki days, wh^n those who traf 
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fic iu it, have so much to do in furoishing the poison, tliat they 
have no time, and less ificlination to hear ? If Satau can cause 
this to be believed, and those who manufacture, sell, and use the 
weapons of his warfare, and multiply tlie trophies of his victory 
not hear of tlieir sin on the sabbath, when God speaks to the con- 
science ; or be entreated from tlie pulpit, his mercy's seat, by the 
tears and blood of a Saviour, to flee from coming damnation, the 
adversary wiU keep possession of his strong hold. Church mem- 
bers will garrison it, and provision it, and fight for him. From the 
communion table, he ^1 muster recruits, and find ofiicers, in 
those who distribute tliQ elements, to fight his battles, perpetuate his 
warfai*e, and people witli increasing numbers his dark domain, to 
the end of time. If we may not, in this warfare fight, on the Lord's 
day, when he himself goes fortli to the battle, and commands on the 
field — ^if we may not use his weapons, forged in heaven ; and fi*om 
the high place of his erection, pour them down thick, heavy, and hot 
upon the enemy, we may fight till we die, and he will esteem our iron 
as straw, and our brass as rotten wood ; our darts'he will cpunt as 
stubble, and laugh at tlie glittering of our spear. Leviathan is not so 
tamed. There is no coping with him, but with weapons of hea- 
venly temper from the armory of Jehovah, on the day when he 
goes forth, and creation, at his^command, stands still to witness the 
conflict. Then it is, as conscience kindled firom above, blazes, 
and thunders in the heart of the enemy, that he is . consumed by 
the breath of the Almighty, and destroyed by* the brightness of his 
coming. 

Never was an idea farther from the truth, tlian that which rep- 
resents the Temperance Reformation as only a secular concern, 
afiTocting principally the body ; or confined in its influence to this 
world, or to time ; to be discussed only on the week day, and that 
as a matter of convienience, expediency, or domestic comfort, 
pecuniary profit, or reputation, and respectability. Its principal 
influence, and that which in importance eclipses and swallows up 
every other, is upon the soul, and for eternity ; according to tlie 
sentiments of the learned judge referred to— As much as the soul 
is worth more than the body, as much as eternity is longer than 
time, so much more important is its influence on the soul than on 
the body, and with regard to eternity than with regard to time. 
And till its influence on the character, prospect, and destiny of 
the soul for eternity shall be exhibited on the sabbath, from the 
pulpi, by the ministers of Christ, to every distiller, and trafficker, 
and user of the drunkard's poison in the land, who does not, on 
account of doing evil, so hate the light as to refuse to come to it, 
tliis engine of death eternal will not cease to operate, nor this 
citadel of Satan be demolished. Ministers may think that they 
coidd not be supported without the avails of the distillery, and the 
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dram-shop, ot the coimtenance of those who furnish or support 
them ; and churches may think that it is not ecclesia3tical for 
them to move, or for their members to act on the subject ; and 
both may hope that others, temperance agents, or societies will 
do the work, and accomplish the object without their assistance, 
and that they had better say nothing, and do nothing, but mourn 
in secret and pray ; though church members continue to carry on 
the traffic, and cause thousands eternally to die ; yet it is not so. 
No minister of Christ, in doing the work of Christ,, needs the 
gains of ungodliness ; and no church of Christ is strengthened, or 
sanctified by having rum-makers, and rum-sellers, and rum-drink- 
ers for members. None such formed the family of the Saviour, 
the company of his apostles, or any of that bright constellation, 
who, in their day, through faith and patience, entered in, and took 
possession of the promises. . They were men of another sort. 
They could not look up to God, and pray, " Lead us not intor 
temptation," and then, go away and tempt their fellow men to ruin, 
and yet hope for his favor. They felt bound to do , to others, as 
they would that Grod should do to them. And if they did not 
strive to use their influence, not to corrupt and destroy, but 
to save others, they knew that Grod would not save them. Nor 
will he save any, who are not, in this respect, like them. In 
vain will they plead their connection with the church, in arrest of 
condemnation, for destroying their fellow men. And if they 
continue that work of death, and the church cqptinues to hold 
them withm its sacred enclosure, and sgread over them the pro- 
tecting banner of the cross, ^e will be judged as accessory, and 
held responsible for the mighty ruin. And when the overflow- 
ing scourge shall pass through, judgment will begin, where, had 
reformation begun and continued, it had wrought out salvation, 
at the house of God. And whether the rainbow of mercy which 
has begun to appear, shall extend, and encircle the world, or 
earth be enveloped in blackness of darkness, now, under Christ, 
hangs on the decision of the church which he hath purchased 
with his own precious blood* Let her members extract from the 
bounties of his kindness, the material for burning out the con- 
sciences of their fellow men, — ^let them set it on fire, apply it, and 
make it a business, to spread it through the community, and the 
smoke of their torment will cover the whole fnrth, and spread 
through all its dwelliiigs darkness, lamentation, ana mourning, and 
wo. V A fire in God's anger will burn continued perpetrators of 
such wickedness, even to the lowest hell. They would keep the 

{'ewels from the crown of his Son, and ruin the souls for whom 
le died. 

But let ministers and churches do their duty, firee themselves 
from all participation in, or connivance at iniquiQr, and let them, 

5* 
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by light and love, poured out kindly and perpetually, labor to perr 
suade all, from supreme regard to God, and good will fb men, to 
do the same, and the night and wo of ages will pass away, and 
the Sun of Righteousness, rising in his glory, will pour round the 
globe the life and the bliss of universal and unceasing day. 

Already, in different parts of Africa, are there Temperance 
Societies ; and African newspapers state, that of all the reforms 
in this reforming age, this is the greatest. The way is preparing 
to exclude the scourge of the white man from the whole continent 
which he has cursed. 

The Emperor of China* has forbidden it to be sold to the 
nominal Christian, because it makes him demoralize the heathen, 
and sinks him too low even to associate with them. 

In th6 Sandwich Islands, a thousand in a day covenanted not to 
make, sell, or use it. The manufacture and sale of it are prohib- 
ited by law, and a man was fined two hundred dollars, for selling 
a bottie of it.f A Temperance Society has also been formed, de- 
signed to embrace the nation. " This society,*' says one who was 
present, " it is hoped will be a permanent institution, a. happy safe- 
guard to the present, and a lasting blessing X6 future genera- 
tions — an institution which may yet claim kindred with the nobler 
National Temperance Society of the United States, which now 
waves the banner of deliverance to our drowning country, and 
gives her high-born pledge to stay the glory that was departing 
from her. The striking fact of a southern dealer in the United 
States emptying his casks on the ground, because he could not 
conscientiously sell so dangerous and, destructive an article, 
strikes our serious natives, as it does me, as .one of the best efforts 
that has been known for exhausting that fountain of death wliich 
is desolating the earth. Let every dealer in that kind of mer- 
chandize follow so noble,' so safe an example^ and 'joy to the 
world,' would be the song of the rising generation. 1 am told 
that our young king has ordered a cask of spirits on board one of 
his brigs, to be poured into the sea — that, tiie British consul ap- 
plied to the Governor for permission to buy up ruin for his Bri- 
tannic Majesty's ships when they touch here, and was denied, — 
that otliers applied for the privilege of selling to foreigners only, 
not to natives, and the reply of the Governor was, ' To horses, 
cattle, and hogs you may sell mm, but to real men you must not 
on these shores,^ ^\ 

Such is the language of a ruler, lately in pagan darkness, 
among a nation of drunkards. A single owner of rum in the 
United States, who sinks it in the earth, rather than poison and 
destroy his fellow men, may exert influence in the promotion of 

* Appendix K. f Appendk L. 
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salvation over the whole earth; v^rhile he, who, from the paltry 
love of gain, continues to sell it, tends to perpetuate sin and death 
throughout the human family, forever. Both exert influence 
which may be felt after earth is dissolved ; and told, the one in 
strams of glory rising higher and higher, the other in tones of an- 
guish sinking deeper and deeper, to endless being. 

And when Ethiopia is rising and stretching out her hands, and 
the isles of the sea are receiving and obeying God's law ; when 
China is struggling to keep off death from her people-^Iceland in 
supplication ror deliverance is melting ; and the whole creation 
groaneth and travailetli in pain — when die Saviour, with a voice 
which pervades creation, is proclaiming, Who is on the Lord's 
side? — ^Who? — and the universe look with intense gaze to witness 
the result ; — and when a single individual, by coming out openly 
and decidedly on the Lord's side, and sacrificing, in a single in- 
stance, money to duty, may roll a wave of salvation on the other 
side of the globe ; shall professed members of that church which 
Christ has bought with his blood, lake part with the cmemy of all 
good, and assist in perpetuating his dark and dismal reign ovei^ 
souls, to endless ages? — ^Tf ihey do, God will write, for the 
universe to look at. To whom ilicy yield ijiemselves servants to 
obey, his servants they arc. And llic Register, in blazing capitals, 
will be eternal. And thougli men wlio continue knowingly anJ 
habitually to do evil, and to hate the light, may, in this worJd, 
refuse to come to it, and when il approaches them may attempt 
to flee away ; in the future world it will blaze upon them in one 
unclouded vision of infinite brightness, and show the hearts of all 
who persevere in wickedness to be more black than darkness it- 
self forevei. 
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JLPPEIVDIX. 



A. (P. 7.) 

It is acknowledged, that three-fourths of all the pauperism in 
our country, four-fifths of all aggravated crime, one half of all 
madness, one Half of all sudden deaths, and one-fourth of all 
deaths in persons above twenty years of age, are caused by 
spirituous liquors. Shall benevolence and patriotism sleep on- 
with such exterminating ruin around th^ra? If an epidemic dis- 
ease appears in a street of one of our large towns, or aboard a 
single vessel; if a single case of hydrophobia is recorded by any of 
our public journals, — what trepidation throughout the land, whar 
horror of the evil, what multiplied proposals of remedy! And 
yet, what is one, or what are both these scourges, in their wildest 
and most unsparing havoc, in comparison with intemperance ? In 
one week distilled spirits fill more graves, than all the cases of 
hydrophobia in the history of the disease. In the midst of 
this cruel destruction, the friends of Temperance have looked 
in vain for some prospect of deliverance. The devouring 
flood has burst over all the barriers which the pulpit, the press, 
and the voice of warning, havQ raised in its way, and the 
year 1829 shows the abounding increase of four millions of gal- 
lons of ardent spirits above the preceding year. Something 
must be done, then, more than has been done already; for it is 
notoriously evident, that the exertions which have been hitherto 
employed for the suppression of intemperance, have been, to a 
melancholy extent, unvailing. . / 

Temperance Societies offer to public consid^rJltion no Utopian 
project, but a simple, easily comprehended, ai^iJi easily applied 
system, which has been in operation with such unparalleled suc- 
cess for three years in the United States of America, that though 
it commenced on a population, drinking, on an average, eight 
gallons a man annually, the consumption of ardent spirits has 
been diminished three-fourths even m some of the largest towns, 
and 3000 drunkards have been reformed! I have before me 
private letters from different parts of the United States, describing, 
in the strongest terms, the reformation which Temperance Socie- 
ties Have produced. I have before me, also, Reports of the 
American Sunday School Union, Home Mission Society, Sea- 
man's Friend Society, with the minutes of the General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Church, and a number of sermons an4 
other publications ; and, in every one of these. Temperance So- 
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cieties are spoken of as deservedly ranking among the best bles- 
sings which a kind Providence ever conferred upon the new 
world. Though little inclined to place implicit confidence in any 
man, or body of men, I should find it hard to believe, that the 
General Assembly of the United States, consisting of 1600 min- 
isters, were blinded by Antichristian delusion, when at their meet- 
ings, in two successive years, they recommended to all the peo- 
ple under their charge, entire abstinence from distilled spirit, and 
pledged themselves to ^et the example ; and I should find it still 
harder to believe that God would so bless a work of the devil, as 
to make Temperance Societies, for three years, productive of a 
reformation, which, in many respects, stands unparalleled in the 
history of the world. The abolition of the slave-trade, is deser- 
vedly considered the glory of modern times; yet neither in the 
evils to be removed, in the opposition of difficulties to be encoun- 
tered, nor in the amount of good done, is the abolition of the 
sfave-trade to be once named in comparison with the Temperance 
reformation. I ask, then, in the name of common sense, is there 
any thing in the disposition or constitution of Englishmen, to 
prevent their following the noble example of their sons and 
brethren across the Atlantic, in shaking off the vilest slavery 
that ever degraded body and soul? 1 was in company, not long 
since, with a gentleman, who, a few creeks previous, had dined 
on board an American steam-boat with eighty passengers, (a fit 
representation of the American population,) and not an individ- 
ual of all these used one drop of spirituous liquors. Why should it 
not be so in England too? What ought to be done, can be done, 
in England as well as in America." {Prof, Edgar*8 Addmss.) 

Thames Police. — Several persons were convicted in various 
penalties by Mr. Ballantine for assaults, committed while they 
were in a state of intoxication. Fagan, the inspector of K divis- 
ion stated, that more than 300 persons had been brought to the 
station-house '' dead drunk " during the last five nights, and many 
of them would hev^l>een sufibcated had he not employed several 
police-men in applying restoratives, bathing their heads with cloths 
soaked in cold water and vinegar, and using other means to re- 
store animation.. A young woman, while in a helpless state of 
intoxication, on Saturday night last, fell down in Shadwell High- 
street, and cut her head open. A police-man brought her to the 
station-house, where she was attended b]f Mr. Belson, a surgeon, 
and subsequently removed to the hospital. On Tuesday night 
she died from the effects of the wound; thus adding aoo^W to the 
many vidimus of gin^rinking. (Morning Herald, Dec, 29, 1831.) 

Wealthy Drunkards, — During the last four weeks no less thhn 
4070 drunken persons have been taken to the different Metropo- 
litan Police Stations, and the several sunis of money found upon 
them when taken into custody amounted, together, to £62'^, 

{London Morning Chronicle, Jan, 23, 1832.) 
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OORRESFONDESNCE.— I^m the Britirii and Foragn Temperaoee Herald. 

''Dover, Dec. 16, 1831. 

''Sit, — Having for several years resided on the Continent, I 
never heard of the existence of Temperance Societies until with- 
in the present year, and the occasional notice of them in the 
journals was not such as to impress on my mind a conviction of 
their practicability. That alone was wanting to satisfy me of the 
great advantages to be derived from them ; for, on the importance 
of their object, I hope there are but few dissentient opinions, 
and most assuredly mine has never been numbered among them; 
however, a very ordinary circumstance soon removed the only 
doubt I had. 

'' I happened to be present when a Custom House Officer of 
this port mentioned that he had been on board the Factor, of Bos- 
ton, United States, from the Havanna to Antwerp, driven into 
Dover to repair damages met at sea, when having taken stock, 
he was surprised to observe that spirits of any kind were not in- 
cluded in the list. Supposing some error, he questioned the 
master, Capt. Urann, t>n the subject, who replied, ' that in truth 
there were none on board, neither were any ever permitted; thai 
he, and all his crew, fifteen in number, belonged to Temperance 
Societies in Boston, and not only was the introduction of spirits 
prohibited on board his vessel, but even on shore the men never 
used them.' 

" My curiosity was piqued, but my interest was still more ex- 
cited by an anecdote which opened to my view the first dawn of 
hope, that I might one day see that curse of civilization, the use 
of ardent spirit as a drink, banished from society. 

^'Iso.on made Capt. Urann's acquaintance. He confirmed 
the preceding statement. I questioned him on the health of his 
crew, their activity and readiness in the performance of their 
duties; how they bore the severity of weather, and changes of 
climate; to all which he replied, almost in the jfollowing words: 
— 'Never, Sir, have I known men enjoy better health than mine 
have, since we lefl the Havanna; our passage has been rough 
and stormy, as you may see by the state of my ship, and although 
my men have been exposed at all hours of the day and night to 
the most tempestuous weather, never have they received, nor re- 
quired, either rum, braady, or other spirituous liquor to stimulate 
them; and so perfectly satisfied are they now of their inutility, 
and of their poisonous effects, that I am convinced nothing would 
induce them to resume a habit, which I am rejoiced to say, will be 
soon abandoned to the most degraded class of society.' I re- 
ceived the observations of the Captain with a satisfaction that I 
cannot express. — Surely, thought I, what Americans have so 
nobly achieved, will not be above the energies of Englishmen;' 
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IIONtiUAHV VICK-PRB8IDENTS, 

N* IH*. rAITMVMT OW TWU HUNURKU AMD FirTT DOLLARS AlTD UPWARDS 

Wm. Ropks, Boston, Mass. 
Danikl HArrcRD, ** ** 
John Tappan, *• «* 



Wm- lUiiii.KT, Mwhuryp., Matt. 

IlkiNitir lloMk'Ni Button ^ Matt. 

llllN NAMUk'l. lluHMAun, ** ** 
I<!|IMIINII MllNHUki, ** ** 

John r. I'NdHTON, ** ** 



Arthur Tappan, JVeto York city. 
H. V. S. WiLDKR, Brooklyn^ JV*. Y 
Kkv. L. Woods, jfticfoocr, Mt. 



HONORARY MEMBERS, 

IIV -ritk. VAYMICNT Ur THIRTY DOLLARS AND UPWARDS. 



C^dvin lUY«a, Bo^ttn. 
i««or^ £. Head, do^ 
Heurv HiU« do. 






MtiMu AlUui. .Wiv Yi^k citjf. 
{**Hiuu(»| 'T- AiUMtrint^. H\NttoH. 

H«\ VMw^ml IkHH'iKMr, /.'rtiwM. 

■I lkKMUI4U, .\>4(* V«M^. 

Jwm'I^ IIi^^^^mU'i, «NV«i' V«Ar4 «.^. 
IVssil l^;«. .Vk>I.«ikW. Vj^ 
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'IVU..W F. l^«k Pt^nienee^ Jt /. 
A. ^\ bM« M. ».« ,^>w IV* city. 
K#v W». Jackmi. JtUjMmiria, D. C 

Kt« J. J. JlH»iKs«*^ FhdiMieiitkia, Pa. 
^ iLUibtt JtHUL^Wk iV>wftAmtftf> R. I. 
J. ^vaurfkNi. .Vtc Yjrk iity, 
M>^ ^k .^ihMk Botfdtm. 

Xv« .\»tfiM L<M«ia» .»w York eiiy. 

bV, .'«< *.^.v« in. 

>i^-^M "...^v.* ,»••» Y-.vig .tfiii. 
Krtj.^ >lr»uK 3(^'««v«k 

K(>*. .'iuiH» Hitiior. .^1 Tfirkdiy. 

ttuv. A:ih»J )t)tdb«ii. .VirmVrA, Camn 
Jomya MtmqpNiwffT, Philadelphia. 
Joudtfaaik Mewvomb, Brcaniree, .Us. 
J\>hn S. NociBo, Albany. 



*'»\\ . w ,.;'*,4«i^«.u, .\t K J. BL H. Odlorne, Dover, A" H. 



ill (III-. V^. .(i.^c.'^.^Ut Pa. 

I . I \ S^t 1 \ .uiiw I tui^tu . lyUton, Conn. 

li 'r. liiiiuoM, >Vcte York eiiy. 

Will. A. ^laUcck, .>ew York. 

t'. iX HaUtoad. do. 

Juba Uauson, Canandaigtui, JV. Y. 

iUv £liM HunsoD, AlexanMa, D C. 



; WiHIam IVker, BoMton. 
Thomu Pftttm, do. 
Rev. William PattoD, yVevc York citt, 
Amon p. PhelAi, do. 

Rev. W. W. Phillips. do. 

Benjamin Pick man, Salem. 
Rev. Ebenezer Porter, Jlndover. 
Oilman Prichard, Boston. 
Hod. William Reed, MarbUhead, Ma 
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Alfred Richardson, Boston. 
Rev. Edward Rntiedge, Philadelphia. 
* Col. Henry Rutgers, J^ew York city. 
Daniel SafTord, Boston. 
Mr. Sands, .ATew York city. 
Frederick Sheldon, JVew York. 
H. Sheldon, do. 

Ebenezer Shillaber, Danvers. 
Charles Sigoamey, Hartford ^ Con. 
Adrian Van Sinderin, Brooklyn, L. L 
Rev. T. H. Skinner, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Mr. Spooner, JSTew York. 
Rev. Gardiner Spring, do. 
Charles Stoddard, Boston. 
Nathaniel Stowell, Woruster. 



George Sutherland, Boston, 

Wm. W. Stone, Boston. 

Frederick A. Tracy, J^evo York. 

Daniel Waldo, Worcester, Ms. 

Solomon Thayer, Lubee, Mcane. 

William Tme, Boston. 

William Tmll, Boston. 

Elijah Upton, Danvers. 

Rev. Franklin Y. Vail, Cincinnati, Ohio, 

♦ John Watts, m. d., J^ew York city. 

Rev. W. C. Walton, Alexandria, D C 

Eliphalet Williams, Mrthampton. 

^£. Wickes, Jamaica, L. I. 

His Honor T. L. Winthrop, Boston 



M£MBERS OF TH£ SOCI£TT. 



MAUffL 
Bath, Rev. John W. Ellingwood. 
Portland, * Rev. Charles Jenkins. 

Rev. Bennet Tyler. 

Hon. Albion K. Parris. 

Hon. WiUiam P. Preble. 
Saco, Ether Shepley. 

Lt. J. S. Gallagher, U. S. army. 

VERMONT. 
Attleborough, Noah Clufflin. 
Bennington, Rev. Edward W. Hooker. 
Manchester, Rev. Abraham Bronson. 
Middlebury, Rev. Joshua Bates. 
Montpelier, Rev. Mr. Southmayd. 
Shoreham, Rev. Daniel O. Morton. 
St. Alban's, Hon. B. Swift 
Woodstock, Hon. Charles Marsh. 
Hon. B. F. Doming* 

NEW HAMPSHIRK 
Concord, Rev. Nathaniel Boston. 
Exeter, Hon. George Sullivan. 
Francistown, Hon. Titus Brown. 

Rev. Austin Richards. 
Hanover, Rev. Nathan Lord. 

Reuben D> Mussey, m. d. 
Lyme, Jonathan Kittredge. 
Pelham, Rev. John H. Church. 
Pembroke, Hon. John Vose. 

MASSACHUSTTTS. 
Amherst, Rev. Heman Humphrey. 

Rev. Edward Hitchcock. 
Andover, Rev. Justin Edwards. 

Samuel Farrar. 

Rev. Ebenezer Porter. 



Andover, Rev. Moses Stuart 

Rev. Leonard Woods. 
Belchertown, Hon. Mark Doolittle. 
Berkley, Rev. Thomas Andnu. 
Boston, Rev. Lyman Beecher. 

Rev. Lucius BoUes. 

Nathaniel R. Cobb. 

Richard Cobb. 

Rev. William Coggswell. 

Hon. Pliny Cutler. 

Bela B. Eidwards. 

* J«remiah Evarts. 

Rev. Samuel Green. 

Enoch Hale, m. d. 

Rev. Elijah Hedding. 

Henry JEIomes. 

Hon. Samuel Hubbard 

Rev. William Jenks. 

Joseph Jenkins. 

Ejisign Lviooin. 

Hon. Heinan Lincoln. 

Rev. Mr. Merrill. 

Rev. Timothy Merritt. 

, Edtnund Mnnroe. 

Daniel Noyes. 

Hon. George Odiome. 

James C. Odicrne. 

David Patten. 

Rev. Alonzo Potter. 

Gilman Prichard. 

John C. Proctor. 

Hardy Ropes. 

William Ropes. 

Charles Stoddard. 

Bradford Sumner. 

John Tappan. 

E. C. Tracy. 
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HONORARY MBHBER8. 

Hon. Reuben H. Walworth, Albany, New York, Chancellor 
of tho State of New York, and President of the New York 
State Temperance Society. 

Rev. Justin Edwards, D. !>., Andover, Massachusetts. 

Rev. Nathaniel Hewit, D. D., Bridgeport, Connecticut. 

John Tappan, Esq., Boston, Massachusetts. 

From the station in which they are placed, the Committee of 
the British and Foreign Temperance Society see a vast field for 
useful labor spread around, and extending before them. They have 
the enlivening hope, founded on successful experiment, of in- 
creasing the comforts of their fellow-c^untr3rmen, — of essentially 
assisting, upon a wide scale, the great manufacturing and com*- 
mercial interests of this nation, — of giving an animating impulse 
to the prosperity of our vast colonies throughout the world, — and 
of promoting human happiness among all civilized nations. 

In the Excise district, which comprehends Belfast, the con- 
sumption of whiskey, during the six months ending July 5, IBSl, 
was less than that of the corresponding six months of last year 
•^by forty-five thousand gallons; being a diminution of more than 
one-third of the whole. The consumption of whiskey, in all Ire- 
land, during the six months ending July 5, 1831, was less than 
that of the same six months of 1830 by 721,564 gallons. 

In Scotland, the consumption of British spirits has uniformly 
increased till the present year. The Temperance Societies of 
that country comprise 43,000 members, and the consumption of 
British spirits for the six months ending July 5, 1831, fall short 
of that for the same six months of 1830, by 513,697 gallons. 

{British aiid Foreign Temperance Herald.) 



D. (P. 8.) 



Facts, condensed from the first Annual Report of the Maryland 
State Temperance Society j March, 1832. 

The Warden of the Baltimore jail states that there were 2,322 
persons committed to jail in the year ending November, 1831. 
Of these, 424 were in a state of actual intoxication when re- 
ceived, and in his opinion eight out of ten of the whole number 
were intemperate. 

In Prince George's county (Md.) 144 persons, who have made 
themselves paupers and pensioners by intemperance, are sup- 
ported by a direct tax upon the people, of $2,943. 

In Annapolis, the capital of the State, ^,770 is paid by the 
people to support paupers and pensioners, made such by intem- 
perance. This is about sixty per cent, more than is paid for the 
support of primary schools in the county. 
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NEW JERSEY. 
Newark, Rev. Baxter Dickinon. 

Hon. Theod. Frelinghnysen. 

Rev. W. T. Hamilton. 

Rev. Philip C. Hay. 
PHneetorif Samuel Bayard, Eaq. 

Rev. C. Hodge. 

Rev. Samuel Miller. 
TVerUon, Rev. J. W. Alexander. 

Hon. Samuel L. Southard. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Philadelphia, Alexander Henry, Eiq. 
Rev. T. M'Auley. 
Robert Ralston, Eaq. 
Rev. Thomas H. Skinner. - 
Roberts Vanx. 
Rt Rev. William White. 

MARYLAND. 
Anmqtolis, Rev. John G. Blanchaid. 

Rev. Mr. Dorsey. 

John Ridottt, m. d. 

Rev. W. W. Watson. 
Baltimore, Alexander M'Cullock. 

Hon. Stephenson Archer. 

S. Annan, m. d. 

Henry Bird. 



Baltimore, Thomas E. Bond, m. d. 

Rev. John Breckenridge. 

Hon. Nathaniel Brice. 

R. French, m. d. U. S. army 

Rev. J. P. K. Henshaw. 

P. Neff. 

Rev. William Nevins. 
Elk Ridge Landing, D. Munay. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Alexandria, Rev. Elias Harrison. 

Rev. William Jackson. 

Rev. W. C. Walton. 
Washingtcn, Rev. S. Chapin. 

John Coyle, Jr. 

Hon. William Cnmch. 

Rev. J. W. Danforth. 
. Rev. Reuben Post 

Thomas Sewall, m. d. 

VIRGINt\*. 
Hampden Sydney, John H^ Rkse. 
AWo Canton, Gen. J. H. Cocke. 
Richmond, * Rev. Robert Semple. 
Rev. William J. Armstrong 

ILLINOIS. 
Rev. Edward Beecher. 



In addition to the above, PresidentB, Secretaries, and Chairmen of ExecutTve 
Committees, or Boards of Direction, of all State Temperance Societies, in the 
United States, adopting the plan of abstinence from the use of ardent spirit as a 
drink, and from the tnuffic in it, are, ex officio, members of the American Temper- 
ance Society. 

And Presidents, Secretaries and Chairmen of Executive Committees, or Boards 
of Direction of all National and State Temperance Societies in Foreign eowitries». 
are, sx officio^ Honorary Memben of this Society. 
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** This statement was taken from the Journal of Commerce (New 
York paper), and the American journalist remarked, that this 
extraordinary diminution was not to be accounted for by the in- 
creased manufacture of spirits in America, for that by the do- 
mestic returns, it appeared that there had been a falling off in 
the amount of the quantity of the latter within the last four years. 
Now, surely, what they do in America we may <lo in England by 
the same means. We have thus an encouragement to make the 
attempt, and the hope that, with God's blessing, we may be the 
means of putting an. end to this horrid vice. It was not my in* 
tention. Ladies and Gentlemen, when I rose, to occupy your time 
at so much length; but I feel so strong an interest (and indeed 
it must be so felt by every man of Christian feeling), that I have 
without intending it, been led beyond what I had proposed to 
address to you. The object of the Society is most important in 
every point of view: its means are simple. Indeed, that very 
simplicity has been a cause why many affect to treat the Society 
with disdain; but let them, before they condemn it, make the 
trial. Let them enrol themselves as members ; let them act to- 
gether with one impulse. The stone will gather as it rolls ; the 
.«tide will flow on, carrying health and fertility as it spreads, until 
the whole land shall be cultivated, and produce a general and 
fruitful harvest. Another subject connected with excessive drink- 
^ing is, the. fearful desecration of the Lord's day, of which it is, 
in many cases, the parent and the offspring. It is not necessary 
for me to point out to this Meeting the increased number of those 
places where deleterious liquors are sold, or the various induce- 
ments which are held out to make them the resort of thousands; 
these are, unfortunately, matters too well known to all. How far 
it may be necessary to call on the legislature for increased pow- 
ers to the civil magistrate, in order to restrain this evil, this is 
not the place for us to consider.; Whatever may be the duties 
imposed upon others elsex^here, our duties, as members of this 
' Society, are plain and simple. We here go forth upon the high- 
way, and call upon all to come and enrol themselves amongst 
bur numbers: we court the aid of every individual, of every 
rank, and of every class in society, because the more general 
the example which we propose to set, the more powerful will be 
its influence. 

" I trust, Ladies and Gentlemen, that I have said enough to per- 
suade you, if indeed persuasion could be necessary; and if I 
have not, others who will follow me %vill urge with much greater 
force upon you that it is your duty, as men and as Christians, to 
do all in your power to forward the objects of a Society which, 
whether viewed in the moral, social, or religious effects likely to 
result from it, has so many powerful claims on your support. 
There may be some, perhaps, who think that a Society of this 
kind is intended to trench upon the comforts or restrict the inno- 
cent indulgences of the poor. It has no such object. It ad 
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dresses the poor man in language understood by all. It invites 
him to join us, and points out how, in so doing, he may promote 
his own personal comfort and temporal interest, and how, if he 
join us from purer and higher motives, he may also advance his 
spiritual improvement. I may also be told, perhaps, that this 
is work of supererogation-^that it costs us nothing to do that 
which may be a sacrifice to others — but to these I say, in the 
language of the Apostle, ' If meat make my brother to offend 
I will eat no meat while the world standetk, lest I make my 
brother to offend.' Another reason which induces me to give 
' my humble support to the Society is, that it will be the means of 
X inducing us to pay greater attention to the wailts of the poor 
While we are negatively charitable, let us also be actively benevo- 
lent; and while we endeavor to rescue them from the influence 
of their factitious wants, let it be our duty to rescue them from 
those that are real. In this way shall we make the Society what 
it ought to be; and shall we not extend its influence through the 
country? I have to apologize for the lengthened trespass on the 
attention of the Meeting, and have now* to beg its attention to 
tfis Report about to be read by the Secretary." 

On thanks being returned to the Chairman, he said it was 
his duty to take an active, and he hoped he took a zealous part, 
in an Institution which bore so much upon the spiritual interest, as 
well B.9 the temporal welfare of those committed to his charge. 
From, the best consideration which he had given the subject, it 
was his firm conviction that a human institution had never been 
devised which tended mure, in its results, tupruniote religion than 
Temperance Societies. The clergy, therefore, looked with con- 
fidence to the co-operation of these societies in aiding them in 
Christian instruction; for where a Temperance Society led the 
way, the Christian instructer might hope to follow with success.. 
He thought that this Institution was one of which the Church of 
Christ in all its branches ought to be most anxious to avail itself. 
The Right ReV. Prelate concluded by expressing the pleasure it 
would give him to forward the objects of the Society by every 
means in his power. . 



NATIONAL. CIRCULAR- 



ADDRESSED TO THE HEAD OF EACH FAMH^Y IN THE UNITED 

STATES. 



Respecteb Friend, 

We are engaged in a great and good wu<k ,- 
and, to accomplish it; we need your aid. It is the work of extending 
the principle of abstinence from the use of ardent spirit, as a drink, 
throughout our country, and throughout the world. By means of the 
press, and of living agents, a strong impression has already been made, 
and a great change effected with regard to this subject. More than a 
million of persons, in the United States, have ceased to use ardent 
spirit ; more than a thousand distilleries have been stopped ; more than 
three thousand merchants hlive ceased to traffic in the article, and more 
than three thousand drunkards ceased to use intoxicating drinks. More 
than ten thousand persons, as appears from numerous facts, have been 
saved from becoming drunkards, wtio, bad it not been for the change of 
sentiment and practice in the community, had, before now, been in- 
volved in all the hon ars of that loathsome and fatal vice. ' The quantity 
of ardent spirit used, over extensive districts of country, has been 
greatly diminished ; and pauperism, crime, sickness, insanity and pre- 
mature deaths have been diminished in proportion. Sobriefv, industry 
and economy have been greatly revived; and \i is estimated by those, who 
are acquainted with the subject, and have the best means of judging, that, 
in the state of New York ulone, there have been saved the last year, by the 
change with regard to the use of ardent spirit, more than $2,000,000.* 
The chief means of effecting this change, has been the forniafion, through- 
out the state, of Temperance Societies. Should such societies be 
formed throughout our country, all persons join them, and the use 
of ardent spirit be done away, it would save annually more than 
$100,000,000, and more than 30,000 vahiable lives. It would remove 
one of the greatest obsti'uctions to all means for human improvement ; 
one of the principal dangers to our social, c'^vil and religious institu- 
tions ; and one of the chief causes, throughout our lan(i, of human 
wretchedness and wo. 

And what we ask of you, and of each member of your family, is, that 
you will not only abstain from the use of ardent spirit, but, for the sake 
of doing good to others, unite with a temperance society ; and for this 
purpose, that you will give your names, and the influence which is at- 

* Stcond Annual Report of the New York State Temperance Society, p. 89. • 
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tached to thcra, to the pledge which is ani^exed to this paper. And we 
do this for the following reasons, viz. 

i. Ardent ^irit, as a drink, is not needful. 

All the world lived without it, and all the business of the world was 
conducted without it, for more than five thousand years. It was not 
used, as a drink, in Great Britain, till within less than .three hundred 
years ; nor was it common in this country, till within less than one hun- 
dred yeais. Of course, it is not needful, 

2. It is not useful. The men that never use it suffer no evil for 
want of it. There is no natural appetite for it ; but the appetite is 
created solely by the use of it. More than a miHion persons in the 
United States, and many who once used it daily, and thought it to be 
needful, have found by experience that they are in all respects better with- 
out it. And the number is so great, in all varieties of condition, as to 
make> it certain, should the experiment be fairly made, that this would 
be the case with all. Of course, it is not useful, 

. 3. Alcohol,which forms the basia of ardent spirit, is b. poison. When 
taken unmixed, in no very large quantity, it destroys lif^ ; and when 
taken even moderately, it induces disease, and forms an artificial, an 
unnatural, and a very dangerous appetite. This appetite, like the desire 
for sinning, in the md,n who sins, by gratification tends continually to 
increase ; and requires continually increasing quantities to satisfy it. 
Hence the reason why, although it is not three hundred years since the 
use of it began in Great Britain, the quantity used has continued to in- 
crease, till the inhabitants of that country have used more than 40,000,000 
gallons, and the inhabitahtsof this country more than 60,000,000 gallons, 
in a year. And yet there was no tendency to be satisfied ; even with five 
gallons, annually, upon an average, to every man, woman and child in 
thecountry ; but the tendency was growing stronger and stronger, and 
with greater and still greater numbers, continually to increase. And 
this is owing to the nature of the poison, and to the nature of the 
vicious appetite which it forms. Unlike the appetites which God gave 
for water, for bread, and for nourishing food and drinks, appetites 
which may be gratified daily, and yet will not increase in their demands, 
this cries, continually, ** Give, give." Hence the reason why the sober 
youth and the intelligent man, who had incautiously formed this appe- 
tite, were led on by it, step by step, to the drunkard's grave. And no 
naan can form it, without being in danger himself of dying a drunk- 
ard. Not that every man that forms it will die a drunkard. Some 
may withstand it; but the appetite, which a father may^ithstand, may 
kill his children and. children's children, to the third and fourth gen- 
eration. ' " You will make a great impression on our people now," said 
a man when an address was about to be delivered to an assembly on 
this subject, " for we have just buried a man who killed him^lf by 
drinking. He was the son of a mechanic, who had two sons, ind tooK 
them both into his own business when they were about fburteeiz years old. 
He drank spirit two or three times a day ; his sons did the same ; and, 
beibre they were nineteen, they w^ both drunkards. The widest lia 
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gered along till he was twenty-three, and died. The youngest cannot 
live to be twenty-three. He is going rapidly the sanae way. Thefatlker 
stands it, but the sons are ruined" That short sentence describes the 
condition uf ten thousand families in the United States. The father 
stands it. He, perhaps, did not begin to use ardent spirit so early, till his 
system wks consolidated, and could, to a greater extent, and for a longer 
time, throw off the poison. Perhaps it was not the fashion to use it 
when he was young. But his sons, who began to use it before they were 
grown, are ruined. Whaty then, is to be the case with the next genera- 
tion, and with the next, if tlus process of ruining our children is to con- 
tinue ? 

Says an eminent physician, Reuben D. Mussey, president of the N«w 
Hampshire Medical Society, and professor of anatomy and surgery in 
Dartmouth College, " What is the secret of this witchery, which strong 
drink exerts over the whole man 1 I will try to tell you. After being 
received into the stoihach, it is sucked up by absorbent vessels, is 
carried into the blood, and circulates through the alimentary organs, 
through the lungs, muscles and brain ; and, doubtless, through every 
organ of the body. Not a blood vessel, however minute, not a thread 
of nerve in the whole animal machine, escapes its influence. And what 
is the nature of that influence ? It disturbs the functions of life.'' '^ On 
every organ they touch,*' says another eminent physician, Ebenezer 
Alden, M. D. of Maftsachusetts, "ardent spirits operate as a poison. 
No where in the human body are they allowed even a lodgment, until 
. the vital powers are so far prostrated that they cannot be removed. They 
are hurried on from one organ to another, marking their course with 
irregularity of action and disturbance of function ; until at last, as a 
common enemy, they are taken up by the emunctories, the scavengers 
of the system, and unceremoniously excluded. When, through decay 
of organic vigor, this process ceases, the work of destruction is drawing 
to a close ; and the last glimmerings of life are soon extinguished. To 
a man in health, there is no such thing as a temperate use of spirits. 
In any quantity, they are an enemy to the human, constitution. Their 
influence upon the phj^sical organs is unfavorable to health and life. 
They produce weakness, not strength ; sickness, not health ; death, and 
not life." 

And sayfe the physician before referred to, " Does a healthy laboring 
man need alcohol? No more than he needs arsenic, corrosive sublimate, 
or opiunL' The experiment has been made a thousand times ; and the 
result is well known, namely, that more labor can be accomplished in a 
month, or a year, undier the influence of simple, nourishing food and 
unstimulating drinks, than through the aid of alcohol." 

Sir Astley Cooper, of England, states, that spirits and poisons are 
synonymous terms. And Dr, Daniel Dr%ke, of Ohio, speaks of them aa 
a deadly poison, and mentions a number of cases, in which the uae of 
them had proved mortal. In view of which he says, " Ardent spirits are 
a great quickener and disturber of the animal system ; a warm and 
irritating poison; in moderate doses imparting an unnatural ezoite* 
ment ; in excessive draughts suddenly extinguishing life ; thus resem* 
Uing, in their effects, a number of deleterious vegetable subatancesi such 
as stramtnium, heftnlocky the prussid^acid, and opium, whick we label aa 
poisons," 

f 
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And Dr. Sapnuel Eiplin, late secretary of the College of Physi- 
cians and Surgeons of Philadelphia, remarks, " We should not ad- 
mit of the popular reasoning as applicable here, that the abuse of a 
thing is no argument against its use. All use of ardent spirits (i. e. as a 
drink) is an abuse. They are mischievous under^ all circumstances." 
Dr. Cheyne, of London, states, that they are most like opium in their 
nature, and meet like arsenic in their deleterious effeots. And Dr. 
Frank declares, that their tendency, even when used moderately, is, to 
induce disease, premature old age, and death > and Dr, Trotter, that of 
all the evils of human life, no cause of disease has so wide a range, or 
so large a share as the use of spirituous liquors ; and that more than 
half of all the sudden deaths are occasioned by them. Dr. Harris states, 
that the moderate use of spirituous liquors has destroyed many who were 
never drunk ; and Dr. Kirk gives it as his opinion, that such men as 
were never considered intemperate, by daily regular, drinking, have often 
shortened life more than twenty years ; and that the respectable use of 
this poison kills more men than even drunkenness itself. Dug Wilson 
gives it as his opinion, that the us^ of spirit in large cities causes more 
diseases than confined air, unwholesome exhalations, and the combined 
influence of all other evils. 

And says that celebrated physician, Dr. Cheyne, of Duolin, Ireland, after 
thirty years* extensive practice and observation, "Let ten young men 
begin at twenty-one years of age to use but bne glass of two ounces a 
day, and nevei* increase the quantity, nine out of ten of those young 
men will shorten life more than ten years." Medical writers throughout 
the world testify that ardent spirit is ti poison, which cannot be used 
without injury ; which causes disease ; and which shortens human life. 
And these testimonies of physicians are abundantly confirmed by facts. 
Let any one cast his thoughts around him, and reckon up the number of 
his acquaintances that have been killed by it within the last twenty years. 
In Portsmouth," New Hampshire, 21 persons were killed by it in a year. 
In Salem, Massachusetts, of 181 deaths, 20 were occasioned by the use 
of strong drink. Of 94 adult deaths in New Haven, Connecticut, more 
than 30, according to the opinion of the Medical Associaljion, were occa- 
sioned by intemperance. In New Brunswick, New Jersey, of 67 adult 
deaths, more than one third were occasioned in the same way. And 
of 4292 deaths iu Philadelphia, 700 at least, more than one in seven^ 
arc stated by the College of Physicians and Surgeons as having, in their 
opinion, been occasioned by intoxicating liquor. Ardent spirit, then, is 
a poison, destructive to human health and life. 

Says an eminent physician in Massachusetts, " Since our people 
generally have given up the use of it, they have not had more than half 
as much sickness as they had before ; and I have ho A)ubt, should all 
the people of. the United Stat^p cease to use it, that nearly half the sick 
oess of the country would cease." And said an aged physician in the 
aame state, after forty years' extensive practice, " Half the men, every 
yetr, who die of fevers, might recover, had they not been in the habit of 
juuug ardent spirit. Many a man, down for weeks with a fever, had he 
' not used ardent spirit, would not have been confined to his house a day. 
Hiot^uiight iiave felt a slight headache ; but a little fasting would hare 
-ejpoved the difficulty, and the maiibeen well. Jifid many atean, who 
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was never intoxicated^ when visited with a fever, might be raised up as 
well as not, were it not for that state of the system which daily moderate" 
drinking occasions, who now, in spite of all that -can be done, sinks 
down and dies/' No man but a physician knows how powerfully fevers 
are increased, and how fatally the best remedies are counteracted, even by 
the daily moderate use of spirits. An aged physician in Maryland 
states, that w|^n the fever breaks out there) the men, that do not use 
ardent spirit, are not half as likely as others to have it ; and when they 
do have it, that they arc ten times as likely to recover. In the island 
of Key West, on the co^st pf Florida, it was at one time remarkably 
sickly, and many died of fever. But it u^as found that those who died 
were, in every case, addicted to the habitual use of ardent spirit. The 
quantity used was afterwards diminished more than nine tenths, and 
the inhabitants were remarkably healthy.* A gentleman of great re- 
spectability from the south, states, that those who fall victims in southern 
climes are almost invariably those who indulge in the free use of ardent 
spirit. Dr. Mosely, after long residence in the West Indies, declares, 
**That persons who drink nothing but cold water, or make it their prin- 
cipal drink, are but little affected by tropical climates ; that they undergo 
the greatest fatigue without inconvenience, and are not so subject as 
others to dangerous diseases.". And Dr. Bell, " That rum, when used 
even moderately, always diminishes the «strength, and renders men more 
susceptible of disease^ and that we might ais well throw oil into a house 
the roof of which was on fire, in order to prevent the flames from ex- 
tending to the inside, as to pour ardent spirits into the stomach to lessen 
the effect of a hot sun upon the skin." Of 77 persons found dead in 
different regions pf country, 67, according to the coroners* inquests, 
wfere occasioned by strong drink. Nine tenths of those wlio die sud- 
denly afler the drinking of cold water, are those who have been addicted 
to the free use of ardent spirit. That draught of cold water, or that 
exposure to the sun, which a man who uses no ardent spirit will bear 
without inconvenience and without danger, will oflen kill the man who 
uses it. And in many places, more than four fiflhs of those who have 
died of cholera, that pestilence which is now sweeping over Europe, 
and threatens lilso to visit our own country, were persons who had been 
addicted to the free use of strong drink. So that, whether we look at 
the nature of ardent spirit, or its effects, at the testimony of physicians, 
or at facts, we are shown that it is a poison, destructive of human 
health and life; and the men who use it as a drink, take a course 
which tends to shorten life from ten, to fifly years. And no man can 
take it, without running the awful hazard of coming, by his own agency, 
to a premature grave. And froni. bills of mortality kept extensively, and 
examined by physicians of the first eminence, it is estimated that this 
has actually been the case in the United States, with more than 30,000 
in a year. And who cannot recollect am«ng them numbers of his own 
acqi^aintance, and perhaps of his relatives or intimato friends ? * 

4. The use of ardent spirit impairs, and in many cases destroys rea- 
son. ^ Of 781 maniacs in different insane hospitals^ 392, according to 

** Address of Judge Cranch, Fourtl^ Report of the Aimrican Temperance Society, p. 91. 
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the testimony of their own friends, were rendered maniacs by strong 
drink ; and the physicians give it as their opinion, that this was also the 
case with many others. 

A distinguished medical gentleman, who has had great experience in 
this malady, states, that more than half, probably three fourths of all 
cases of insanity, which have come under his notice, were occasicmed 
by excessive drinking. " The love of strong drink, and the proneness to 
mania,'' says Dr. Peirson, " are, with regard to each other, interchangea- 
ble causes." And why should this not be the case ? " Ardent spirit," says 
Dr. Kirk, ''contains a narcotic stimulant, possessing similar properties 
with opium, which you know to be a poison ; with this addition, that it 
is more immediately irritating to the tissues of the body. It is absorbed 
into the blood, circulates through the lungs, and is exhaled through the 
numerous vessels containing the circulating blood of these organs ; and 
not only so, but the vessels of the brain are loaded with it. I dissected 
a man who died in a state of intoxication. The operation was performed 
a few hours after death. In the two cavities of the brain, the latieral 
ventricles, was fpund the usual quantity of limpid fluid. When we 
smelled it, the odor of the whiskey was distinctly visible ; and when we 
applied the candle to a portion in a spoon, it actually burned, blue — the 
lambeLt blue flame, characteristic of the poison, playing en the surface 
of the spoon, for some seconds." Other physicians, who have had simi- 
lar opportunities for observation, have given similar testimonies on the 
subject. And is it strange that men lose their reason, with a poison in 
the brain ? It would be strange if they did not. And this is the cause 
why men, who take this poison, have so much less reason than the men 
who do not ; and why the same men have so much less reason after they 
have taken it than they had before. . They have a poison in their brain, 
which tends to make them madmen. Hence the reason why the man 
who, before he began to use it, was a kind i^ther, an afiectionatc hus- 
band, has afterwards been found murdering his wife, and, upon the Are 
of his own hearth, burning to death his children. Nor is the effect in 
such cases confined to those who use it ; it descends to their children 
and children's children ; producing a predisposition to insanity and va- 
rious diseases, which, if the cause is continued, will become hereditary, 
and be manifested in a diminution of size and stature ; a decrease of 
bodily and mental strength and activity ; a feebleness of vision and a 
trembling of limbs ; an indecision and a fickleness of purpose ; a gen- 
eral deterioration of character, and a premature old age ; which will 
visit the iniquities of the fathers upon the children, firom generation to 
generation. Nor does the effect stop here, but, 

5. It weakens the power of motives to do right, and is thus shown 
decisively to beiin its tendency immoral; and that no man can, consist- 
ently with his duty, either use it, or be accessory to the use of it by others. 

Next to true, religion, diligence in useful business is the grand safe- 
guard of man. And so needful is this, that it it is difficult to raise even 
a family of children, and not have them, ruined, unless they are habitu- 
ated to diligence in business. Hence God, in his providence and his 
word, presents a great variety of motives to make men diligent ; and 
motives in sufficient number and strength, in such a country as this, to 
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secure the object ; provided men do not use ardent spirit. But if they 
do, all these motives with thousands and thousands will utterly iail ; 
and they will be idle ; they will be paupers, and they will be vagabonds 
and nuisances after all. Of 334 paupers in Washington county, New 
York, 290 were made such by ardent spirit Of 253 in the county of 
Oneida, 246 were made paupers in the same way. Of 50 in Cumber- 
land county, Pennsylvania, 48 were made paupers by intemperance , 
and of 1134 in Baltimore county, Maryland, 1059 were made paupers 
in the same way. And of 1969 paupers in different almshouses of our 
country, 1790, according to the testimony of the overseers of the poor, 
were made paupers by spirituous liquor. Who can doubt, but that it 
weakens the power of motives to do right, even with regard to the plainest 
dniieSy diligence in business, and the duty of providing for one's own 
family ? Who can doubt, but that a great portion of those paupers, ha.<l 
they not used ardent spirit, would have been diligent, useful members 
of society ; and have provided well for themselves and their families ? 
It so weakens the power of motives to do right, that multitudes who, had 
it not been for tliis, might have been comfortable and useful, are now a 
torment to themselves, and nuisances to mankind. 

6. It strengthens the power of motives to do wrong. Temptation 
to' crime, which men will >yithstand when they havfe not been drinking, 
will lead them when they have, in numerous cases, to go and commit iL 
Of thirty-nine prisoners in the jail of Litchfield county, Connecticut, 
thirty-five were intemperate men. In the jail at Ogdensburg, New York, 
seven eighths of the criminals were addicted to strong drink ; of 647 
in the state prison at Auburn, Now York, 467 were intemperate ; and 
346 were under the influence of ardent spirit at the time the crimes, 
for which thfey were imprisoned, were committed ;* and of 120 in 
the state prison of Connecticut, more than ninety were of the same 
class. And a similar proportion may be found in other prisons. So 
obvious is it that it weakens the power of motives to do rights and 
strengthens the power of motives to do wrong. Of 690 children, im- 
prisoned for crime, in the city of New York, more than 400 were from 
intemperate families. Suppose one family in ten were intemperate, 
more than four sevenths of' the youthful criminals were from those one 
in ten, while not three sevenths were from all the other nine in ten, 
making the children of intemperate parents more than ten times as 
liable to crime, to the prison and to the gallows, as the children of 
temperate parents. And certain men, when they wish to have a rob- 
bery committed, or a murder, and do not wish to commit it themselves, 
lest they should be hanged, are accustomed to invite persons who love 
ardent spirit to drink with them, and, in their great generosity, to fur- 
nish it gratis, till they are prepared to hear about some splendid project 
to make a great fortune in u night. Perhaps, at first, they start back j 
it is too hazardous. But give them a little more, and a little more, 
and they will go and commit the crime. Not a year passes in which 
mutders are not committed through the influence of ardent spirit. 

The Hon. J. B. O'Neal, of South Carolina, testifies that homicide in 

<: - • * Report of the oflScon of the prison to iIm legUIatiire 
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that State is almost always attributable to ardent spirit ; and that out of 
eleven cases of murder, in which he was called to defend the prisoner, 
all but one were occasioned by it ; and that nine out of ten of all the 
cases of assaults and batteries, dffrays and riots, are from the same cause. 
Col. Thomas Williams, of the same state, declares, that of eleven murders 
tried at the courts at which he practised, in every case, the slayer or 
the slain was intemperate, or intoxicated when the crime was commit- 
ted ; and, in most instances, both were so. And he says, ** With regard 
to other offences of personal violence, assaults with intent to commit 
murder, and common assaults, I have, in the course of my practice, 
been engaged in many, and witnessed trials innumerable, and I cannot 
recollect a single case, in which some of the parties were not more or less 
intoxicated. I have witnessed trials, in cases of larceny, innumerable, 
and I do not recollect of but one case in which the prisoners were not 
either in the habit of excessive drinking, or were not drunk when the 
offence was committed." And Hugh Maxwell, Esq., of New York*'states, 
that, of twenty-two cases of murder which it had been his duty to ex- 
amine, all had been committed in consequence of intemperance. And 
of more than two hundred murders committed in the United States in a 
year, you can find scarcely any not connected with drinking, oir not 
committed by men who freely use ardent spirit. And if he, who was 
a murderer from the beginning, were to furnish a drink adapted in its 
nature, and efficacious in its ejects, to make others like himself, and 
induce them to work for him, he would have only to present them with 
ardent spirit ; and as soon as they are brought under its power, they 
are fitted for his service. They inhale^'the very air in which pollution 
and crime, wretchedness and death, live, and move^ and have their 
being. , 

And did it destroy merely property, health, reason aiid life, we could 
bear it. Though it should destroy more than $100,000,000 a year, 
and bring down more than 30^)00 persons annually to an untimely 
grave ; though it should continue to make wives widows, and children 
orphans, and scatter,^ on every side, firebrands, arrows and death ; 
yet, if it illuminated and purified the soul, and prepared that undying 
part of man, for glory and honor, immortality and eternal life, we could 
endure it. And for the continuance of its inexpressible and over- 
whelming evils, there might be a reason. But 

7. It destroys the soul. It makes sinners more sinful,, and prevents 
them from experiencing God's illuminating and purifying power. It 
tends directly and strongly to make men feel, as Jesus Christ hates — 
rich spiritually, increased in goods, and in nieed 'bf nothing; and 
for ever to prevent them from feeling as men must feel -in order 
to be interested in the blessings of his salvation. The Holy 
Spirit will not visit, much less dwell with him Who is under the 
polluting, debasing effects of intoxicating drink. That stattf of mind 
and heart, which this occasions, is to Him a loathing, and an utter' 
abomination. Not only does it darken the understanding, sear the 
conscience, pollute the affections, and debase all the powers of the Mijii; 
but it counteracts the merciful designs of Jehovah, and all that livei^ 
flowing kindness of an infinitely compassionate Savior for its lU^fmi^ 
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a^ce ; binds the soul in hopeless bondage to its destroyers ; awakens 
the " worm which dieth riot," and the ** fire which is not quenched/' 
and drives the soul away in despair, weeping and wailing, to be pun- 
ished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and 
the glory of his power. 

And it is for these reasons that we most respectfully and most ear- 
nestly request, not only that you will abstain from it, but that you will 
also unite the influence of your example with that of others, to lead all 
to do the same. Should the use of ardent spirit be continued for thirty 
years to come, as it has been for thirty years past, it will cost tlie 
people of the United States more than $3,000,000,000, and it will bring 
down more than a rhillion of people to the drunkard's grave. It will 
raise up more than a million more, and make them drunkards,, to roll 
the burning curse on to the next generation, raising up other millions to 
. roll it onward, and others still to roll it onward; blazing with a fire that 
no maA can quench. It will cause,- in one generation, more than 5000 
murders, and increase more than 1,500,000 the commission of crimes. 
And should the present number of drunkards not increase, and their 
lives, upon an average, be shortened only tei;i years, and that of moder- 
ate drinkers only five, and if there are only four moderate drinkers to 
one drunkard, it would cut off 32,400,000 years of human probation ; 
in that period of existence, too, when every noble deed might model the 
character and tell on the destinies of endless being. 

And yet these evils, great as they are, rising up to heaven, and over- 
whelming, as, if continued, they certainly will be, may, nevertheless, 
with perfect ease, all be done away. Let each individual cease to use 
intoxicating drinks, intemperance and all its abominations will vanish ; 
and temperance, with all its i)lessings of body and soul, will universally 
prevail. And if only all sober persons will adopt and continue this 
course, drunkards, who will not reform, will all soon die ; no new 
drunkards will be made, and the whole land will be free. Our 3,000,000 
children may come forward into life, without the habit, of using in- 
toxicating liquor, without any appetite for it, or any expectation of 
benefit from the use of it. And such a generation they may be as this 
world never saw ; to show, by their blessings, the glory of free institu- 
tions, and the brighter glories of the gospel of the Son of God, and to 
spread a light which shall cause ignorance and vice, desolation and 
wretchedness, over the whole earth, for ever to flee away. 

We, therefore ,^ cannot but confidently anticipate that you, and your 
family, will cheerfully, for the sake of doing good, add tp the pledge which 
is annexed, the influence of your names. But some may say. Why sign a 
pledge ? Why is it not as well, and even better, for each one to abstain, 
take care of himself, and let all others do the same ? What is the bene- 
fit of visible, organized union ? Do you remember the time when your 
fathers and mothers could not drink tea, without sanctioning that odious 
principle, taxation without representation ? And what did the men of 
'76 say ? Let each one take care of himself? Let us have no visible 
agreement, no pledge? Hear the voice of the delegates of Virginia, 
assembled at Williamsburg, August 1, 1774 : " Considering the article 
of fea as the detestable instrument which laid the foundation of the 
present sufferings of our distressed friends in Boston, we view it with 
horror ; and, therefore, * 
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'* Resohed, Thai we vnU not, from this day, imjpari tea, of any Una 
whatever y nor will we use it, nor suffer such as may now be on hand to 
be used in any of our families" They invited others throughout the 
country to join them. They did so ; and the effects were felt across 
the Atlantic. They are felt throughout our country, and they will be 
felt in every land, to the end of time. What was the benefit of that 
combination ? that visible agreement 1 that universal pledge ? Strength, 
action, success. Suppose each man, when the armies of oppression 
were poured in upon our country, had said, I will abstain from helping 
them ; and I will abstain, too, from all visible agreement with others to 
oppose them. I will make no pledge ; and when I fight, will fight 
single handed, and do my own fighting in my own way. Then had 
the enemy triumphed, and we never had been free. And if we could 
not conquer Britons without visible organized union, can we conquer 
that before which, not only Britons, but Americans, too, have fallen ? 
and in vastly greater numbers than fell for their country's independence ? 

But another may say. Why should / join a temperance society ? I 
am temperate. And suppose when the declaration of his country's 
independence was to be signed, a man among the noble band of patri- 
ots had said, Why ask me to sign it ? I am a patriot already. Would 
not his patriotism have been something more than suspected ? 

But, says another, I should be ashamed if I could not abstain from 
ardent spirit without binding myself, and signing a paper. And .sup- 
pose that one had said, when the declaration of independence was handed 
to him to sign, I should be ashamed if I could not be a patriot without 
binding myself, and signing a pledge. ' The object of signing that paper 
was not to make men patriots ; but it was to lead all patriots to unite, asd 
free their country. The great object of temperance societies is not to 
lead their ipembers, by signing a paper, to abstain from the use of ardent 
spirit, and make them temperate ; but it is te unite, in a visible,' or- 
ganized union, all that do abstain, and are temperate; in order to show, 
by example, the most powerful of teachers, that men of all ages and 
conditions, and in all kinds of business, are, in all respects, better with- 
out it. And when this is shown, as by visible, united example it |nay 
be, no one, enlightened on this subject, can avoid the conviction, thgt 
it is morally wrong to use it, or to furnish it for the use of others, because 
of the evils which are inseparably connected with the use of it. 

But, says another, I do not like to bind myself never to use it. I do 
not use it now, and do not intend to use it, yet who knows but that, at 
some future time, I may wish to use it ? and perhaps may think it my 
duty to use it ? And suppose when that immortal instrument, to which 
we have referred, came round to be signed, one had said, I do not like 
to bind myself never to serve king George ; I do not serve him now, 
and do not mean to serve him, yet who knows but that at some future 
time I may wish to serve him, or perhaps may feel it to be my duty to 
do It ? Many do think it to be their duty, and perhaps I may think it to 
be mine. I do not like to sign away my liberty. I wish to have the 
liberty to be a slave, when I choose. Would not that band of patriots 
have been ashamed, that they had such a one among them ? And what 
would they have thought, if they found one doubting whether he could 
sign such a pledge, without in some way infringing !i|^on his duty to God, 
or lessening his own dignity and independence? Hazily for our country, 
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such among that noble band were not found. And more happj will it 
be, if such among their descendants never shall be found. The free 
institutions for which our fathers fought and bled, for which they were 
not ashamed to pledge their fortunes, their lives, and their sacred honor, 
will then be handed down inviolate to posterity. The object of the pledge 
of temperance societies is not to bind men never to use ardent spirit till 
they die, provided that, after full examination, they shall think it to be 
their duty to use it. They are* voluntary associations of all that do not 
use it, and who are disposed, for the good of their children and their 
country, to unite in them. But should any one, at any future time, after 
an impartial examination, tind that his duty to Crod, his children, or his 
country, rec^uires him to drink ardent spirit, he is at full liberty, by making 
known his request and his reasons to the secretary of the societj, to 
take a dismission, and have his name stricken off from the number of 
those who do not use it ; and he stands on his own responsibility as he 
did before. But, as it is with freedom from submission to tyrants, so is 
it with freedom from the use of ardent spirit, — the Icmger and more per- 
fectly a man is free, the less disposed he is to return into bondage. 

And of hundreds of thousands, who have united with temperance 
societies, on the plan of abstinence from the use of ardent spirit, none 
have been found, who have tried it two vears, who would not acknowl- 
edge that they were better without it, nor is there the least reason lo fear, 
when the experiment is fairly made, but that this will be the case with aU. 
But why. it is asked, should women belong to temperance societies? 
Because, under the light of the gospel, which raises women in excellence 
of character and ability to do srood to an equality with men, every asso- 
ciation, composed of both, will more than double its influence over the 
public mind, especially over the minds of youth and children. And 
the grand object of efforts for the promotion of temperance is, the salva- 
tion of the children. And to accomplish it, we need, and must have, tiie 
iuduence of mothers as well as fathers : sisters as well as brothers. 

There Is another reason wby all women should unite with temperance 
societies. More than a hundred thousand of the lovely daughters of the 
last generation were doomed to the tremendous curse of having drunken 
husbands, and rearing their little ones, under the blasting, withering 
influence of drunken fathers^ But there is no need of it. Let the 
fathers and mothers, tiie brothers and sisters of this generation, all cease 
to use intoxicating drinks, and unite their influence in temperance soci- 
eties, and the dauijhters of the next generation, and of ail tiiture gener*- 
tions, praotisiuor uu this plim, shall be for ever tree. 

And thert^ is another reason why women should belonsr to temperance 
societies. Multitudes of the last generation were made drunkards by the 
customs of society. Though the appetite tor ardent spirit is not namral, 
and would never exist were it not ibrmed by the !ise of it, it has been 
formed, not only la the cradle, but in many cases has been coeval almost 
with Lie itself. F.\-en the mother, when her infant was unwell and she 
did not wish, during the night, to be kept awake with it. drank the 
poison herself: and the helpless babe slept like a drunkard, and for a 
similar reason : and the drunk ard*s appetite was termed there ; and. as 
if that were uot enough, as it lay in tiie cradle, she fotl it with a tea- 
spoon : and the dsipEurd's appetite was strengthened : and no sooner 
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could it walk, than the father, after he had been drinking, gave it the 
bottom of the glass, sweetened in the most enchanting manner ; aiid the 
drunkard's appetite was confirmed. And before the heedless youth had 
hardly entered upon manhood, he stumbled into the drunkard's grave, 
was covered up, and his destroyers were glad to forget him. But there 
is no need of it. Let the customs of society be changed, and each indi- 
vidual unite with others, to touch . not, taste not, and handle not the 
abominable thing ; and the evil will be done away. Generations ye! 
unborn, to all future ages, saved, by simply ceasing to do evil, and 
learning to do well, will rise up and call you blessed. 

We, therefore, renewedly and earnestly request you, and all the mem- 
bers of your family, to sign the annexed pledge, and let your names be 
enrolled as members of the temperance society. 

It is proposed, through the medium of state, county, town and district 
societies, and the efforts of friends of temperance, to put a copy of this, 
or a similar paper, into every family in the United States. In several 
states, the friends of temperance are now doing it ; and with the most 
gratify mg success. And could we exhibit to the world, the noble, the 
sublime spectacle, of thirteen millions of people rising in their strength, 
tod voluntarily renouncing the tyranny of pernicious custom, and re- 
solving hencefforward not to be in bondage, even to themselves, but to be 
doubly free, we should be indeed the people which the Lord hath blessed. 
And it would do more than all which ha^ ever yet been done, to render 
our free institutions permanent ; and by the manifestation of their bless- 
ings, to spread their causes and their attendants, knowledge, virtue, 
and blessedness, throughout the world. 



Note. The names will in a few days be called for, or, if not called for, you are requested 
to transmit them to the secretary of the temperance society in your vicinity, that tiiey may 
be enrolled as members of the society. And all that Join the society are requested to use 
their influcfnce, in all suitable ways, to induce all others to do the same. 



PLEDGE. 

We^ whose names are hereunto annexed^ believing that the we 
of ardent spirit, as a drink, is not only needless, but Jiuriful to 
the social, civil and religious interests of men ; that it tends to 
form intemperate appetites and habits ; and that, while it iV 
continued, the evils of intemperance can never be done away ; — 
do therefore agree that we will not twc it, or traffic in it ; that 
we will not provide it as an article of entertainment, or for per- 
sons in our employment ; and that, in all suitable ways, we wUi 
discountenance the use of it in the community. 



For sale b> Rev. SETH BLISS, No. 5 Comhill, IMltMft ^ $10 per thousand 
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IMMORALITY 
THE TRAFFIC IN ARDENT SPIRIT. 



No. I. 

Ardent spirit is composed of alcohol and water, in nearly equaJ 
proportions. Alcohol is composed of hydrogen, carbon, and 
oxygen, in the proportion of about 14, 53, and 34 parts to the 
hundred. It is, in its nature, as manifested by its effects, b, poison 
When Vaken in any quantity, it disturbs healthy action in the hu- 
man system, and in large doses, suddenly destroys life. It re- 
. sembles opium in its nature, and arseuic in its effects. And 
though when mixed with Water, as in ardent spirit, its evils are 
somewhat modified, they are by no means prerented. Ardenf 
spirit is an enemy to the human constitution, and cannot be used 
as a drink without injury. Its ultimate tendency invariably, ts, 
to produce weakness, not strength; sickness, not health; death, 
not life 

Consequently, to use it is an immorality. It is a violation of 
the will of God; and a sin in magnitude equal to all the evils, 
temporal and eternal, which flow from it. ToTurnish ardent spirit 
for the use of others, is a still greater sin, inasmuch as this 
tends to produce evils greater than for an individual merely, to 
drink it. And if a man knows, or has the opportunity of know- 
ing, the nature and effects of the traffic in this article, and yet 
continues to be engaged in it, he is an immoral man, and ought 
to be viewed and treated as such throughout the world ; for the 
following reasons, viz. 

I. Ardent spirit, as a. drink, is not needful. All men lived 
without it, and all the business of the world was conducted with- 
out it, for thousands of years. It is not three hundred years 
since it began to be generally used as a drink in Great Britain ; 
nor one hundred years since it became common in America. Of 
course, it is not needful. 

II. It is not useful. Those who do not use it, are, other things 
being equal, in all respects better than those who do. Nor does 
the fact that persons have used it with more or less frequency, 
in a greater or smaller quantity, for a longer or shorter time, 
render it either needful^ or useful, or harnodess, or right for them - 
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to continae to use it. More than a million of persons in this 
country, and multitudes in other countries, who once did use it, 
and thought it needful, have, within five years, ceased to use it; 
and they have found that they are in all respects better without 
it. And this number is so great, of all ages, and conditions, and 
employments, as to render it certain, should the experiment be v 
fairly made, that this would be the case with all. Of course, ar* % 
dent spirit, as a drink, is not useful. 

III. It is hurtful. Its whole influence is injurious to the body 
and the mind, for this world, and the tforld to come. 

1. It forms an unnecessary, artificial, and very dangerous ap- 
petite; which, by gratification, like the desire for sinning in the 
man who sins, tends continually to increase. No man can form 
this appetite without increasing his danger of dying a drunkard, 
and exerting an influence which tends to perpetuate drunken- 
ness and all its abominations to the end of the world. Its very 
formation, therefore, is a violation of the will of God. It is, in its 
nature, an immorality, and springs from an inordinate desire of 
a kind, or degree of bodily enjojmient — animal gratification, 
which God has shown to be inconsistent with his glory, and the 
highest good of man. It shows that the person who forms it 
is not satisfied with the proper gratification of those appetites 
and passions which God has given him, or with that kind and 
degree of bodily enjoyment, which infinite wisdom and goodness 
have prescribed, as the utmost that can be possessed consist- 
ently with a person's highest happiness and usefulness, the glory 
of his Maker, and the good of the universe. That person covets 
more animal enjoyment: to obtain it, he forms a new appetite, and, 
in doing this, he rebels against Grod. That desire for increased 
animal enjoyment, from which this rebellion springs, is sin ; and 
all the evils which follow in its train, are only so many voices 
by which Jehovah declares **the way of transgressors is hard." 
The person who has formed an appetite for ardent spirit, and 
feels uneasy if he does not gratify it, has violated the divine ar- 
rangement; disregarded the divine will; and if he understands 
the nature of what he has done, and approves of it, and continues 
m it, it will ruin him. He will show that there is one thing, in 
which he, will not have God to reign over him. And should he 
keep the whole law, and yet continue knowingly, habitually, 
wilfully, and perseveringly to oflTend in that one point, he will 
perish. Then, and then only, according to the Bible, can any 
man be saved, when he has respect to all the known will of Grod, 
and is disposed to be governed by it. He must carry out into 
practice, with-regard to the body and the soul, *' not my will, but 
thine be done." His grand object must be to know the will of 
God; and when he knows it, to be governed by it, and with re- 
gard to all things. This, the man who is not contented with that 
portion of animal enjoyment which the proper gratification of 
the appetifes and passions which God has given him will afford, 

12 8* 
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out forms an^ appetite for ardent RpirtnHr continoes to gratify it, 
after it is formed, does not do. In thisTespect, if be iindcrstands- 
the nature and efiects of his actions, he prefers his own will to the 
known will of Grod, and is ripening to hear, from the lips of his 
Judge, " those mine enemies, that would not that I should reign 
over them, bring thera hither and slay them before me." And the 
men who traffic in this article, or furnish it as a drink for others, 
are tempting them to sin ; and thus uniting' their influence with 
that of the devil, forever ^o ruin them. This is an aggravated im- 
morality; and the men im> continue to do it, are immoral men 

S. The use of ardent spirit, to which the traffic is ac 
cessory, causes a great and wicked waste of property. All thai 
the users pay for this article is to them tost, and worse than 
lost. Should the whole which they use, sink into the earth, or 
mingle with the ocean, it would be better for them, and better 
for the community, than for them to drink it. All which it tak^a 
to support the paupers, and prosecute the crimes which ardent 
spirit occasions, is, to those who pay the money, utterly lost. AU 
the diminution of profitable labor which ft occasions, through im- 
providence, idleness, dissipation, intemperance, sickness, insani- 
ty, and premature deaths, is, to the community, so much utterly 
lost. And these items, as has ofien been shown, amount, in th^ 
United States, to more than $100,000,000 a year. To this i nor- 
mous and wicked waste of^ property, those who traffic in the ar 
ticle ate knowingly accessory. 

A portion of what is thus lost by othei-s, they obtain them* 
selves; but without rendering to others any valuable equivalent. 
This renders their business palpably unjust; as really fio, as if 
they should obtain that money by gambling; and it is a^ really 
immoral. It is also unjust in another respect ; it burdens the com- 
munity with taxes, both for the support of pauperism, and for the 
prosecution of crimes; and without rendering to that community 
any adequate compensation. Thesetaxes, as shown by facts, are 
four times as great as they would be, if there v^ere no. sellers Oa 
ardent spirit. All the profits, with the exception perhaps of a 
mere pittance which he pays for license, the seller puts into his 
own pocket; while the burthens are thrown upon the community. 
This is palpably unjust, and utterly immoral. Of 1969 paupers 
in different alms-houses in the United States, 1790, according 
to the testimony of the overseers of the poor, were made such by 
spirituous liquor. And of 1764 criminals in different prisons, 
more than 1300 were either intemperate men, or were under the 
power of intoxicating liquor, when the crimes, for which they 
were imprisoned, were committed. And of 44 murders, accord- 
ing to the testimony of those who prosecuted or conducted the 
defence of the murderers, or witnessed their trials, forty-three 
were committed by intemperate men, or upon intemperate men, or 
those who at the time of the murder were under the power of strong 
drink. 
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A distinguished Senatai^bi Congress,* after thirty years exten- 
sire practice as a lawyet, gives it as his opinion, that four-fifths 
of all the crimes comnoitted in the United St&tes can be traced 
to intemperance. A similar proportion is stated, from the highest 
authority, to result from the same cause in Great Britain. And 
when it is considered that more than 200 murders are committed, 
and more than 50,000 crimes are prosecuted in the United States 
in a year ; and that such a vast proportion of them are occasioned 
by ardent spirit, — can a doubt remain on the mind of any sober 
man, that the men who know these IfLcts, and yet continue to 
traffic in this article, are among the chief causes of crime, and 
ought to be viewed and treated as immoral men? It is as reailr 
immoral for a man by doing wrong to excite others to commit 
crimes, as to commit them himself; and as really unjust wrong- 
fully to take another's property, with his consent, as without it 
And though it might not be desirable to have such a law, yet 
no. law in the statute book is more righteous than one which 
should require that those who make paupers shoul \ support 
them, and those who excite others to commit crimes, sb'^uld pay 
the cost of their prosecution, and should, with those who comnit 
them, bear all the evils. And so long as this is not the case, 
they will be guilty, according to the divine law, of defrauding, 
•iS well as tempting and corrupting their fellow men. And 
though such crimes cannot be prosecuted, and iustice be a<^arded 
in human courts, their perpetrators will be held to answer, and 
will meet with full and awful retribution, at the divine tribunal. 
And when judgment is laid to the line, and righteousness to the 
plummet, they will appear as they really are, criminals, and 
will be viewed and treated as such forever. 

No. II. 
There is another view in which the traffic in ardent spirit is 
manifestly highly immoral. It exposes the children of thos^ who 
use it, in an eminent degree to dissipation and crime. Of 690 
children prosecuted and imprisoned for crimes, more than 400 
were froni intemperate families. Thus the venders of this liquor 
exert an influence which tends strongly to ruin not only those who 
use it, but their children; to render them more than four tiines 
as liable to idleness, profligacy, and ruin as the children of those 
who do not use it; and through them, to extend these evils to 
others, and to perpetuate them to future generations. This is a sin 
of which all who traffic in ardent spirit are guilty. Often, the 
deepest pang which a dying parent feels for his children, is, lest 
through the instrumentality of such men, they should be ruined. 
And is it not horrible wickedness for them, by exposing for sale 
one of the chief causes of thi^ ruin, to tempt them in the way to 
death. If he who takes money from others without an equiva* 

* Hob. Felix Gmndy, United Stales Scnalor fmm tlie State of 'j 
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lent, or wickedly destroys property, iamn immoral maa, what is 
e who destroys churacter; who corrupts the children and you th 
and exerts an influence to extend and perpetuate immorality and 
crime through future generations? This, every vender of ardent 
spirit does ; and if he continues in this business with a knowledge 
of the subject, it marks him as an habitual and persevering vio- 
lator of the will of God. 

3. Ardent spirit impairs, and oflen destroys reasoa. Of 781 
maniacs, in different insane hospitals, 392, according to the testi- 
mony of their own friendl, were rendered maniacs by strong 
drink. And the physicians who had the care of them, gave it as 
their opinion, that this was the case with many of the others. 
Those who have had extensive experience, and the best opportu- 
nities for observation with regard to this malady, have stated, 
that probably from one iialf to three fourths of the cases of insan- 
ity, in many places, are occasioned in the same way. Ardent 
spirit is a poison, so diffusive and subtil that it is found by actual 
experiment, to penetrate even the brain. 

Dr. Kirk, of Scotland, dissected a man who died in a fit of in- 
toxication, a few hours after death. And, from the lateral ven- 
tricles of the brain, he took a fluid distinctly visible to the smell, 
as whiskey; and when he applied a candle to it in a spoon, it took 
fire, and burnt blue; 'Uhe lambent blue flame," he says, '* char- 
acteristic of the poison, playing on the surface of the spoon for 
some seconds." 

It produces also in the children of those who use it freely, a 
predisposition to intemperance, insanity, and various diseases of 
both body and mind; which, if the cause is continued, becomes 
hereditary, and is transmitted from generation to generation ; oc- 
casioning a diminution of size, strength, and energy; a feeble- 
ness of vision, a feebleness and imbecility ofpurpose, an obtuse- 
Bess of intellect, a depravation of moral taste, - a premature old 
age, and a general deterioration of the whole character. This is 
- the case in every country, and in every age. 

Instances are known, where the first children of a famtly, who 
were born when their parents were temperate, have been healthy, 
intelligent, and active ; while the last children, who were born 
afler the parents had become intemperate, were dwarfbh, and 
idiotic. A medical gentleman writes, " I have no doubt that a 
disposition to nervous diseases of a peculiar character, is trans- 
mitted by drunken parents." Another gentleman states, that, 
m two families within his knowledge, the different stages of ia- 
"^ temperance in the parents, seemed to be marked by a corres- 
ponding deterioration in the bodies and minds of the children, 
in one case, the eldest of the family is respectable, industrious, 
and accpmulates property; the next is inferior, disposed to be in- 
dustrious, but spends all he can earn in strong drink. The third 
is dwarfish in body and mind, and, to use his own language, '* a 
poor miserable remnant of a man." 
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In another ftmoilj of 'daughters, the first is a smart, active girl, 
with an intelligent well-balanced mind; the others are afilicted 
with different degrees of mental weakness and imbecility, and 
the youngest is an idiot. Another medical gentleman states, 
that the first child of a family, who was born when the habits of 
the mother were good, was healthy and promising; while the 
four last children, who were bom after the mother had become 
addicted to the habit of using opium, appeared to be stupid ; and 
all, at about the same age, sickened and died of a disease ap- 
parently occasioned by the habits of the mother. 

Another gentleman mentions a case more common, and more 
appalling still. A respectable and influential man early in life 
adopted the habit of using a little ardent spirit daily, because, as 
he thought, it did him good. He, and his six children, three 
son3 and three daughters^ are now in the drunkard's grave, and 
the only surviving child is rapidly following after, in the same 
way, to the same dismal end. 

The best authorities attribute one half the madness, three- 
fourths of the pauperism, and four-fiflhs of the crimes and wretch- 
edness in Great Britain, to the use of strong drink. 

4. Ardent spirit increases the number, frequency and violence of 
diseases, and tends to bring those who use it, to a premature grave. 
In one place, ^ of about 7500 people, twenty -one persons were killed 
by it in a year. In another,*!* of 18 1 deaths, twenty were occasioned 
in the same way. Of ninety-one adults, who died in another ciiy'l 
in one year, thirty-two, according to the testimony of the Medi- 
cal Association, were occasioned, directly or indirectly, by strong 
drink ; and a similar proportion . had been occasioned by it in 
previous years. In another city,§ of sixty-seven adult deaths in 
one year, more than one-third were caused by intoxicating liquor. 
In another city,|| of 4,^92 deaths, 700 were, in the opinion of 
the College of Physicians and Surgeons, caused in the same way. 
The physicians of another city IT state that of thirty-two per- 
sons, male and female, who died in 1823, above eighteen years of 
age, ten, or nearly one-third, died of diseases occasioned by in- 
temperance ; that eighteen were males, and that of these, nine, 
or one half, died of intemperance. They also say, " When we 
recollect that even the temperate use, as it is called, of ardent 
spirits, lays the foundation of a numerous train of incurable mal- 
adies, we feel justified in expressing the belief, that were the use 
of distilled liquors entirely discontinued, the number of deaths 
among the male adults would be diminished at least one half." 

Says an eminent physician, '' Since our people generally have 
given up the use of spirit, they have uot had more than half as 
much sickness as they had before; and I have no doubt, should 
all the people of the United States cease to use it, that nearly 

* Fortsmoath, N. H. f Salem, Mara. t New Haycn, Conn. 
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half the sickness of the countiy would cease." Says another, 
after forty years extensive practice, ** Half the men every year 
who die of fevers might recover, had they not been in the ha|>it 
of using ardent spirit. Many a man, down for weeks with a 
fever, had he not used ardent spirit, would not have been 
confined to his house a day. He might have felt a slight 
headache; but a little fasting would have removed the difficulty, 
and the man been well. And many a man who was never in- 
toxicated, when visited with a fever, might be raised up as weH 
as not, were it not for that state of the system, which daily mod- 
crate drinking occasions, who now, in spite of all that can be 
done, sinks down and dies." 

Nor are we to admit for a moment the popular reasoning, as 
applicable here, 'Mhat the abuse of a thing is no argument 
against its usc;'^ for, in the language of the late Secretary of 
the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Philadelphia,* ** All 
use of ardent spirits (i. e. as a drink) is an abuse. They are mis- 
chievous under all circumstances." Their tendency, says Dr. 
Frank, when used eAren moderately, is to induce disease, prema- 
ture old ago, and death. And Dr. Trotter states, that no causa 
of disease has so wide a range, or so large a share as the use ef 
spirituous liquors. 

. Dr. Harris ;?tates that the moderate use of spirituous liquors ha» 
destroyed many iiv bo were never drunk; and Dr. Kirk gives it a6 
bis opinion, that men ^ho were never considered intemperate, by 
daily drinking have often shoitened life more than twenty years; 
and that the respectable use of this poison, kills more men than 
even drunkenness. Dr. Wilson gives it as his opinion, that the 
use of spirit in large cities, causes more diseases than confined 
air, unwholesome exhalations, and the combined influence of all 
other evils. 

Dr. Cheyne, of Dublin, Ireland, after thirty years practice and 
observation, gives it as his opinion, that should ^ten young men 
begin at twenty-one years of age to us^ but one glass of two 
ounces a day, and never increase the quantity, nine out of ten 
would shorten life more than ten years. But should mbderate 
drinkers shorten life only five years, and drunkards only ten, and 
4|>ould there be but four moderate drinkers to One drunkard, it 
would, in thirty years, cut off, in the United States, 32,400,000 
years of human life. An aged ' physician in Maryland, states, 
that when the fever breaks out there, the men who do not use 
ardent spirit, are not half as likely as other men to have it; and 
that, if they do have it, they are ten times as likely to recover 
In the island of Key Westy on the coast of Florida, after a great 
mortality, it was found that every person who had died, was m 
the habit of using ardent spirit. The quantity used was after- 

* Sumnel Eoilen, M. D. 
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wards diminished more-ihan nine-tenths, and the inhabitants be* 
came rcmarlcably healthy.* 

A gentleman of great respectability from the South, states, 
that those who fall victims to Southern climes, are almost inva- 
riably addicted to the free use of ardent spirit. Dr. Mosely, 
after a long residence in the West Indies, declares, *' that per- 
sons who drink nothing but cold water, or make it their principal 
drink, are but little affected by tropical climates; that they un- 
dergo the greatest fatigue without inconvenience, and are not so 
subject as others to dangerous diseases;" and Dr. Bell, '* that 
rum, when used even moderately, always diminishes the strength, 
and renders men more susceptible of disease ; and that we might 
as well throw oil into a house, the roof of which is on fire, in or- 
der to prevent the flames, from extending to the inside, as to pour 
ardent spirits into the stomach, to prevent the effect of a hot sun 
upon the skin." 

Of 77 persons found dead in different regions of country, 67, 
according to the coroneis' inquests, were occasioned by strong 
drink. Klne-tenths of those who die suddenly afler the drinking 
of cold Water, have been habitually addicted to the free use of 
ardent spirit; and that draught of cold water, that effort, or fa- 
tigue or exposure to the sun, or disease, which a man who uses 
no ardent spirit will bear without inconvenience or danger, will 
oflen kill those who use it. Their liability to sickness and to 
death is oflcn increased ten fold. And to all these evils, those 
who continue to traffic in it, afler all the light which God in his 
providence has thrown upon the subject, are knowingly accesso- 
ry. Whether they deal in it by wholesale . 6r retail, by the car- 
go or the glass, they are, in their influence, drunkard-makers. 
So are also those who furnish the materials ; those who advertise 
the liquors, and thus promote their circulation; those who lease 
their tenements to be employed as dram-shops, or stores for tho 
sale of ardent spirit ; and those also who purchase their groceries 
of spirit dealers rather than of others, for the purpose of saving 
to the amount, which the sale of ardent spirit enables such men 
without loss to undersell their neighbors. These are ail acces- 
sory to the making of drunkards, and as such will be held to 
answer at the divine tribunal. So are those men who emplojr 
their shipping in transporting the liquors, or are in any way know- 
ingly sEiiding and abetting in perpetuating their use, as a drink, 
in the community. 

Four-fiflhs of those who are swept away by that direful mala- 
dy the cholera, are such as have been addicted to the use of in- 
toxicating drink. Dr. Bronson, of Albany, who lately spent 
some time in Canada, and whose professional character and stand- 
ing give great weight to his opinions, says, *' Intemperance of any 

* Address of Judge Crancb — Fourth Report of the American Temperance So 
eietj, p. 91. 
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•pecies, but particularly iutemperaiice in the use of 
liquors, has been a more productive cause of cholera than anj 
other; and indeed than all others." And can men, for the sake 
of money, make it a business knowingly and perseyeringly to 
Aimish the most productive cause of cholera, and not be guilfef 
of blood ? not manifest a recklessness of character which wiU 
brand the mark of vice and infamy on their foreheads ? '' Drunk- 
ards and tipplers," he adds, <* have been searched out with such 
unerring certainty, as to show that the arrows of death have not 
been dealt out with indiscrimination. An indescribable terror has 
spread through the ranks of this class of beings. They see the 
bolts of destruction aimed at their heads, and every one calls 
himself a victim. There seems to be a natural affinity between 
cholera and ardent spirits." What, then, in days of exposure 
to this malady, is so great a nuisance as the places which furnish 
this poison ? Says Dr. Rhinelander, who with Dr. De Kay was 
deputed from New York to visit Canada, ** We may ask who are 
the victims of this disease ? I answer, the intemperate it invari- 
ably cuts off." In Monti eal, afler 1200 had been attacked, a 
Montreal paper states, that '^ not a drunkard who has been attack- 
ed has recovered of the disease, and almost all the victims have 
been at least moderate drinkers." In Paris, the 30,000 victims 
were, with few exceptions, those who freely used intoxicating 
liquors. Nine-tenths of those who died of the cholera in Poland 
were of the same class. 

In Petersburg and Moscow, the average number of deaths in 
the bills of mortality, during the prevalence 6f the cholera, when 
the people ceased to drink brandy, was no greater than when they 
used it, during the usual months of health — showing that brandy 
and attendant dissipation, killed as many people in the same time, 
as even the cholera itself, that pestilence which has spread sack- 
cloth over the nations. And shall the men who know this, and 
yet continue to furnish it, for all who can be induced to buy, 
escape the execration of being the destroyers of their race ? Of 
more than 1000 deaths in Montreal, it is stated that only two were 
members of Temperance Societies ; and that as far as is known 
no members of Temperance Societies in Ireland, Scotland, or 
Ei^land, have as yet fallen victims to that dreadful disease. 

From Montreal, Dr. Bronsoh writes, " Cholera has stood up 
here, as it has done every where, the advocate of Temperance. 
It has pleaded most eloquently^ and v/ith tremendous effect. 
The disease has searched out the haunt of the drunkard, and has 
seldom left it without bearing away its victim. Even moderate 
drinkers have been but little better oiF. Ardent spirits, in any 
shape and in all quantities, have been highly detrimental. Some 
temperate men resorted to them, during the prevalence of the 
malady, as a preventive, or to remove the feeling of uneasiness 
about the stomach, or for the purpose of drowning their appre- 
hensions; but they did it at their peril." ' 
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Says the London Morning Herald, after stating that the chol- 
era fastens its deadly grasp upon this class of men, '' The same 
preference for the intemperate and uncleanly has characterized 
the cholera every where. Intemperance is a qualification which 
it never overlooks. Oilcn has if passed harmless over a wide 
population of temperate country people, and poured down, as an 
overflowing scourge, upon the drunkards of some distant town." 
Says another English publication, ** All experience, both in Great 
Britain and elsewhere, has proved, that those who have been 
addicted to drinking spirituous liquors, and indulging in ir 
regular habits, have been the greatest suflerers from cholera. 
In some towns the drunkards are all dead. Rammohun Fingee, 
the famous Indian doctor, says, with regard to India, that people 
who do not take opium, or spirits, do not take this disorder, 
even when they are with those who have it. Monsieur Huber, 
who saw 2,160 persons perish in twenty-five days, in one town, 
in Russia, says, *'It is a most remarkable circumstance, that 
persons given to drinking have been swept away like flies. In 
Tiflis, containing 20,000 inhabitants, every drunkard has fallen — 
all aie dead, not one remains." 

And Dr* Sewall, of Washington city, in a letter from New 
York, states, that of 204 cases of cholera in the Park hospital, 
there were only six temperate persons, and that those had re- 
covered; while 122 of the others, when he wrote, had died; and 
that the facts were similar in all the other hospitals. 

The men^then who furnish ardent spirit as a drink for their fel- 
low-men., are manifestly inviting the ravages and preparing the 
victims of that fatal disease, and of numerous other mortal dis- 
eases; and when inquisition is made for blood, and the (effects of 
their employment are examined for the purpose- of rendering to 
them, according to their work, they will be found, should they 
continue, to be guilty of knowingly destroying their fellow-men 

What right have men, by selling ardent spirit, to increase the 
danger, extend the ravages, and augment and perpetuate the 
malignancy of the cholera, and multiply upon the community 
numerous other mortal diseases? Who cannot see that it is a 
foul, deep, and fatal injury inflicted on ' society ? that it is, 
in a high degree, cruel and unjust ? that it scatters the popula- 
tion of our cities, renders our business stagnant, and exposes our 
sons and our daughters to premature and- sudden dea^h.^ And so 
manifestly is this the case, that the Board of Health of the city 
of Washington have declared that the vending of ardent spirit, 
in any quantity, is a nuisance; and, as sucii, have ordered that it 
be discontinued for the space of 90 days* This has been done* 
in selfdefence, to save the community from the sickness and 
death which the vending of spirit is adapted to occasion. 
Nor is this tendency to occasion disease and. death, confined 
to the time \sheu the cholera is raging. 9 

13 
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Bjr the statement of the physicians in one of oor cities,* 

it appears that the avera£re number of deaths by intemperance, 
for several years, has been one to every ii-29 inhabitants; 
which would make, in the United States, 40,000 in a year. And 
it is the opinion of physicians, that as many more die of diseaflpa 
which are induced, or aggravated and rendered mortal by the nse 
of ardent spirit. And to those results, all who make it, aell it, 
or use it, are accessory 

It is a principle in law, that the perpetrator of crime and the 
accessory to it are both eruilty, and deserving of puntshncent. 
Men have been hanged tor the violation of this principle. It 
applies to the law of God. And as the drunkard cannot go to 
heaven, can drunkard-makers? Are they net, when tried hj the 
principles of the Bible, in view of the developements of Prori 
dence, manifestly immoral men? men who, for the sake of money, 
will knowingly be instrumental in corrupting the character, in- 
creasing the diseases, and destroying the lives of their fellow-men? 

** But' says one, " I never sell to drunkards; I sell only to sober 
men.^' And is thai any better? Is it a less evil to the comma- 
nity to make drunkards of sober men. than it is to kill drunkards? 
Ask that widowed mother. >Vho did her the greatest evil? The 
man who onlv killed her drunken husband, or the man who made 
a drunkard of her only son? Ask those orphan children. Who 
did them the greatest injury? the man who made their once 91^ 
her, kind, and a^ectiouate father a drunkard, and thus blasted 
all their hopes, and turned their home, sweet home, into the em- 
blem of hell; or the man who. after they had suffered tor years 
the anguish, the indescribable anguish of the drunkard^s chil- 
dren, and seen their heart-broken mother in danger of an un- 
timely grave, only killed their drunken father, and thus caused 
in their habitation, a great calm?' Which of these two men 
brought upon them the greatest evil? Can you doubt? You 
then do nothing but make drunkards of sober men. or expose 
them to become such. Suppose that all the evils which you may 
be instrumental in bringing upon other children, were to come 
upon your own, and that you were to bear all the anguish 
which you may occasion; would you have any doubt that the man 
who would knowingly continue to be accessory to the bringing of 
these evils upon you, must be a notoriously wicked man? 

7. Ardent spirit destroys the soul. 

Facts in great numbers are now before the public, t which show 
conclusively that the use of ardent spirit tends strongly to hin- 
der the moral and spiritual illumination and purification of men; 
and thus to prevent their salvation, and bring upon them the hor- 
rors of the second death. 

A disease more dreadful than the cholera, or anv other that 

* .Ammpolis. Manrland. 

t See Fourth and Fifth Repeits of tbe American Tempvanee Sooel^. 
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kills the body merely, is raging, and is universal, threatening 
the endless death of the soul. A remedy is provided, all suffi- 
cient, and infinitely efficacious; but the uie of ardent spirit aggra- 
vates the disease, and With millions and millions prevents the ap- 
plication of the remedy, and thus prevents its effect. Great multi- 
tudes therefore die the second death, who, were it not for this, 
might live forever. 

More than four times as many, in proportion to the number, 
over wide regions of country, during the past year, have appar- 
ently embraced the gospel, and experienced its saving power, 
from among those who had renounced the use of ardent spirit, as 
from those who continued to use it.* 

The Committee of the New York State Temperance Society, in 
view of the peculiar and unprecedented attention to religion wliich 
followed the adoption of the plan of abstinence fl'om the use of 
strong drink, remark, that when this course is taken, the great 
est enemy to the work of the Holy Spirit on the minds and hearts 
of- men appears to be n^ore than half conquered. 

In three hundred towns, six-tenths of those,"who, two years ago, 
belonged' to Temperance Societies, but were not hopefully pious, 
have since become so; and eight-tenths of those who have, with- 
in that timo, become hopefully pious, who did not belong to Tem- 
peranee Societies, have since joined them. In numerous places, 
where only a minority of the people abstained from the use of ar- 
dent spirit, nine-tenths of those, ^ho have of late professed the 
religion of Christ, have been from that minority. This is occa- 
sioned in various ways. The use of ardent spirit keeps many away 
from the house of God, and thus prevents them from coming un- 
der the sound of the gospel. And many who do come, it causes 
to continue stupid, worJdly minded, and unholy. A single glass 
a day, is enough to keep multitudes of men, under the full blaze 
of the gospel, from ever experiencing its illuminating and purify- 
ing power. Even if they come to the light, and it shines upon 
them, it shines upon darkness, and the darkness does not com- 
prehend it. While multitudes who thus do evil, will not come 
to the light, lest their deeds should be reproved. There is a total 
contrariety between the effect produced by the Holy Spirit, and 
the effect of spirituous liquor i]^pon*the minds and hearts of men. 
The latter tends directly and powerfully to counteract the former. 
It tends to make men feel in a manner ^vhich Jesus Christ hates, 
rich spiritually, increased in goods, and in need of nothing; 
while it tends forever to prevent them from feeling, as sinners must 
feel, to buy of him gold tried in the fire, that they may be rich. 
Those who use it, therefore, are taking the direct course to de- 
stroy their own souls; and those who furtiish it, are taking the 
eourse to destroy the souls of their fellow-men. 

In one town, more than twenty times as many, iti proportion to 

* Seo Fifth Bepoit of AoMiicaa Temperante Society, p. 88. 
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the number, professed the religion of Christ, during the past yea^, 
and in another town, more than thirty times as man/ of those who 
did not use ardent spirit, as of those who did. In other towns, in 
which from one-third to two-thirds of the people did not use it, aiid 
from twenty to forty made a profession of religion, they wera all 
from the same class. What then are those men doing, who fur- 
nish it, but faking the course which is adapted to keep men stu- 
pid in sin, till they sink into the agonies of the second death ? 
And is not this an immorality of a high and aggravated descrip- 
tion? and one which ought to mark every man, who understands 
its nature and effects, ^nd yet continues to live in it, as a notori- 
ously immoral man ? What though he does not live in other 
immoralities — is not this enough ? Suppose he should manufac- 
ture poisonous miasma, and cause the cholera in our dwellings; 
sell knowingly the c&use of disease, and increase more than one- 
fifth, over wide regions of country, the number of adult deaths, 
would he not be a murderer ? ''I know,'* says the learned Judge 
Cranch, ''that the cup (which contains ardent spirit) is poison- 
ed: I know that it may cause death, {hat it may cause more 
than aeath, that it may lead to crime, to sin, t«l the tortures of ever- 
lasting remorse. Am I not then a murderer? worse than a mur- 
derer ? as much worse as the soul is better than the body ? — If 
ardent spirit, were nothing worse than a deadly poison — if they 
did not excite and inflame all the evil passions — if they did not 
dim that heavenly light, which the Almighty has implanted in 
our bosoms to guide us through the obscure passages of our pil- 
grimage — if they did not quench the Holy Spirit in our hearts, 
they would be comparatively harmless. It is their moral effect- — 
it is the ruin of the soul which they produce, that renders them So 
dreadful. The difference between death by simple poison, and 
death by habitual intoxication^ may extend to the whole differ- 
ence between everlasting happiness and eternal death." 

And say the New York State Society, at the head of whiqjh 
is the Chancellor of the State, ^'Disguise that business as they 
will, it is still, in its true character, the. business of destroying the 
bodies and souls of men.. The vender and the maker of spirits, 
in the whole range of them, from the pettiest grocer to the most 
extensive distiller, are fairly chargeable not only vfith supplying 
the appetite fdr spirits, but with creating that unnatural appetite ; 
not only with supplying ihe drunkard with the fuel of his vices, 
but with making the drunkard. 

" In reference to the taxes with which the making and vending 
of spirits loads the community, how unfair to,wards others is the 
oecupation of the maker and vender of them! A town, fot in- 
stance, contains one hundred drunkards. The profit of making 
these drunkards, is enjoyed by some half a dozen persons; byt 
the burden of these drunkards rests upon the whole town. The 
Executive Comniittee do not suggest that there should be such a 
law; but they ask whether there would be doe lav in the whole 
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statute-book, more riorhteoua than that which should require those 
who have the profit of making our drunkards to be burdened with 
the support of them.*' . . 

Multitudes, there is reason to believe are now wailing, beyond the 
reach of hope, who, had it i>ot been for ardent spirit, might have 
been in glory; and multitudes more if men continue to fur- 
nish it as a drink, especially sober men, will go down to weep 
and wail with them to endless ages. 

No. III. 

"But," says oi^e, *.*the traffic in ardent spirit is a lawful 
business; it is approbated by law, and is therefore right." But 
the keeping of gahibling-houses is, in some cases, approbated 
by human law. Is thdi therefore right? The keeping of broth- 
els is, in some cases, approbated by law. Is that therefore 
right? Is it human law that is the standard of morality and 
religion? May not a man be a niatoriously wicked ipan, and yet 
not violate human law? The question is, Is it right? Does it ac- 
cord with the divine law? Does it tend in its effects to bring 
glory to God in the highest, and to promote the best good of 
mankind? If not, the. word of God forbids it ; and if a man, 
who has the means 6f understanding its nature and effects, con- 
tinues to follow it, he does it at the peril of his soql. 

** But," says another, "if I should hot soli it, I could not sell 
so many other things." If you could not, then you are forbid- 
den by the word of God to sell ^so many other things.^ And if 
you continue to make money by that which tends to destroy your 
fellow-men, you incur the displeasure of Jehovah.- "But if I 
should not sell it, I must change my business." - Then you are 
required by the Lord to change your business. A voice from 
the throne of his excellent glory, cries, Turn ye, turn ye from 
this evil way; for why will ye die? 

** If I should turn from it, I could not support my family." 
This is not true; at least no one has ar right to say that it is 
true, till he has tried it, and done his whole duty, by ceasing to 
do evil and learning to do well, trusting in God, ard found that 
his family is not si:4>ported. Jehovah declares that such as seek 
the Lord, and are governed by his- will, shall not want any good 
thing. And till men have made the experiment of ol)eying him 
in sdl things, and found that they cannot support their families, 
they have no right to say that it is necessary for them to sell ar- 
dent spirit. And if they do say this, it is a libel on the divine 
character and government. There is no truth in it. He who 
feeds the sparrow and clothes the lily, will, if they do right, 
provide for them .arid tl^eir families; aud there is no shadow of 
necessity, in order to obtain support, for them to carry on a busi- 
ness which destroys, their fellow-men. 

''But others will do it, if I do not." Others will send out 

their vessels, steal the black man, and sell him and his children in- 

9* 
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to perpetual bondage, if you do not. Others will steal, rob, and 
commit murder, if you do not; and why may not you do it, and 
have a portion of the profit, as well as they? Because if yon 
do, you will be a thief, a robber, and a murderer, like then. 
You will hero be partaker of their guilt, and hereafter of 'their 
plagues. Every friend therefore to you, to your Maker, or the 
eternal interests of men, will, if acquainted with this subject, 
say to you. As you value the favor of God, and would escape his 
righteous and eternal indignation, renounce this work of death ; 
for he that sowoth death, shall also reap death. 

'' But our fathers imported, manufactured, and sold ardent 
spirit; and were not they good men? Have not they gone to 
heaven?" Men, who professed to be good, once had a multi- 

Slicity of wive9; and have not some of them too gone to heaven? 
len who professed to be good, once, were engaged in the slare 
trade; and have not some of them gone to heaven? But can 
men, who understand the will of God,, with regard to these sub- 
jects, continue to do such things now, and yet go to* heaven? 
The principle which applies in this case, and which makes the 
difference between those who did such things once> and those 
who continue to do them now, is, that to which Jedus tlhrbt re- 
ferred, when he said. If I had not come and spoken to them, they 
had not had sip; but now they have no cloak for their sin. The 
days of that darkness and ignorance which God may have winked 
at, have gone by; and he now commandeth all men, to whom his 
will is made kno\vn, to repent. Your fathers, when they were 
engaged in selling ardent spirit, did not know that all men, under 
all circumstances, would be better without it. They did not 
know that it caused three-quarters of the pauperism and crimes 
in the land — that it deprived many of reason— greatly increased 
the number and severity of diseases, and brought down such 
multitudes to an untimely grave. The facts had not then been 
collected and published. They did not know that it tended so fatally 
to obstruct tlie progress of the gospel, and ruin for eternity the 
souls of mep, Yoii do know it, or have the means of knowing 
it. You cannot sin with as little guilt as did your, fathers. The 
facts, which are the voice of God in his providence and manifest 
his will,, are now before the world. By them he has come and 
spoken to you. And if you continue, under these circumstances, 
to violate his will, you will have no cloak, no covering, no ex- 
cuse for your sin. And. though sentence againist this evil .work 
is not executed at once, judgment, if you continue, will not lin- 
ger, nor will damnation slumber* 

The accessory and tne principal in the commission of crime, 
are both guilty. Bpth by human laws are condemned. The 
principle applies to the law of God; and not only drunkards, but 
drunkard-makers — not only murderers, but those who excite them 
to commit murder, and furnish them with the known cause of 
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tbeir evil deeds, will, if thej understand what they do, ana con- 
tinue thus to rebel against G^d, be shut out of heaven. 

Among the Jews, if a man had a beast, that went out and 
killed a man, the beast, said Jehovah, shall be slain, and his 
fiesh shall not be eaten. The owner must lose the whole of him, 
as a testimony to the sacredness of human life; and a warning 
to all, not to do any thing, or connive at any thing, that tended 
to destroy it. But the owner, if he did not know that the beast 
was dangerous and liable to kill, was not otherwise to be pun- 
ished. But if he did know, if it had been testified to the owner 
that the beast was dangerous and liable to kill, and he did not 
keep him in, but let him go out, and he killed a man, then, bj 
the direction of Jehovah, the beast and the owner were both to 
be put to death. The owner, under these circumstances, was 
held responsible, and justly too, for the injury which his beast 
might do. Though men are not required, or permitted liow, to 
execute this law, as they were when God was the Magistrate, 
yet the reason of the law remains. It is founded injustice, and 
is eternal. To the pauperism, crime, sickness, insanity, and 
death, temporal and eternal, which ardent spirit occasions, 
those who knowingly furnish the materials, those who manufac- 
ture, and those who sell it, are all accessory, and as such will 
be held responsible at the divine tribunal. There was a time 
when the owners did not know the ilangerous and destructive 
qualities of this article-r-when the facts had not been developed 
and published, nor the minds of men turned to the subject; when' 
they did not know that it caused such a vast portion of the vice 
and wretchedness of the community, and such wide-spreading 
desolation to the .temporal and eternal interests of men; and 
although it then destroyed thousands, for both worjds, the guilt 
of the men who sold it, was comparatively small. Bu( now 
they sin against light, pouring down upon them with unutterable 
brightness; a,nd if they know what they do, and in full view of 
its consequences, continue that work of death-^— not only .let the 
poison go out, but furnish it, and i^end it out to all who are dis^ 
posed to purchase,T— it had been better for them, and better for 
many others, if they had never been born. For, 

1. It is the selling of that, without the use of which, nearly all 
the business of this world was conducted, till within less than 
three hundred years; and whi^h of course is not nee^ul. 

2. It IS the selling of that, which was not. generally used by 
the people of this country, for more than a hundred years afler 
the country tvas settled; and which,, by hundreds of thousands, 
and somie in all kinds oflawful business, is not used now. Once 
they did use it, and thought it needful, or useful. But by exper- 
iment, the best evidence in the world, they have found that they 
were mistaken; and that they are in all respects better without 
it. And the cases are so numerous as ]to make it certain^ that 



104 jlVERICAN TEMPERANCE SOCIETT. [214 

should the experiment be fairlj made, this would be the ease 
with all. Of course, it is not usef-iL 

S. It is the selling of that wh'uh is a real, a subtil, and verj 
destructive poison; a poison, which by men in health cannot be 
taken, without deranging healthy action; and inducing moro or 
less disease, both of body and mind ; which is,when taken in 
any quantity, positively h:Artful; and which is, of coarse, forbid- 
den by the word of God. 

4. It is the selling of that, which tends to form an unnatural 
and a very dangerous and destructive appetite; which, by grati- 
fication, like the desire of sinning in th|e man who sins, tends con- 
tinually to increase; and which thus exposes fill who form it, to 
come to a premature grave, 

5. It is the selling of that, which causes a great portion of all 
the pauperism incur lane; and thus for the benefit of a few, 
(^hose who sell) brings an enormous tax on the whole communi- 
ty. Is this fair? Is it just? Is it not exposing our children 
and youth to become drunkards? And is it not inflicting great 
evils on societv? 

6. It is the selling of that, which excites te a great portion of 
all the crimes that are committed; and which is thus shown to be 
in its effects hostile to the moral government of God, and to the 
social, civil, and religious interests of men; at war with their 
highest good, both for this life and the life to come. 

7. It is the selling of that, the sale and use of which, if con-> 
tinned, will form intemperate appetites, which if formed will be 
gratified; and thus will perpetuate intemperance, and all its 
abominations, to the end of the world. 

8. It is the selling of that which makes wives widows, and chil- 
dren orphans; which leads husbands oflen to murder their wives, 
and wives to murder their husbands; parents to murder their 
children, and children to murder their parents; and which pre- 
pares multitudes for the prison, for the gallows, and for hell. 

9. It is the selling of that which greatly increases the amount 
and severity of sickness; which in many cases destroys reason; 
which caused a great portion of all the sudden deaths ; and brings 
down multitudes, who were never intoxicated, and never Con- 
demned to suffer the penalty of the civil law, to an untimely 
grave. 

10. It is the selling of that which tends to lessen the health, 
(he reason, and the usefulness^ to diminish the comfort and short- 
en the lives of all who habitually use it. 

11. It is the selliiig of that which darkens the understanding, 
sears the conscience, pollutes the affections, and debases all 
the powers of man. 

12. It is the selling of that which Weakens the power of mo- 
tives to do right, and increases the power of motives to do wrong; 
and is thus shown to be in its effects hostile to the moral govern- 
ment of God as well as to the temporal and eternal imerests of 
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men; which excites men to/ rebel against him, and to injure and 
destroy one another. And no man can sell it without exerting 
an influence which tends to hinder the reign of the Lord Jesus 
Christ over the minds and hearts of men, and to lead them to 
persevere in iniquity, till, notwithstanding all the kindness of Je- 
hovah, their case shall become hopeless. ' 

No. IV. 
Suppose a man, when about to commence the traffic in ardent 
spirit, should write in great capitals on his sign-board, to be seen 
and read of all men, what he will do, viz. that so many of the in- 
habitants of this town or city, he will, for the sake of getting their 
money, make paupers, and send them to the alms-house ; and thus 
oblige the. whole community to support them and their families, 
that so many others he will excite to the commission of crimes 
and thus increase^ the expenses, and endanger the peace and 
welfare of the community ; that so many lie will send to the jail, and 
so many more to the state prison, and so many to the gallows ; 
that so many he will visit with sore and distressing diseases; 
and, in so many cases, diseases which would have been compar- 
atively harmless, he will by his poison render fatal"; that in so 
many cases he will deprive persons of reason, and in so many 
cases will cause sudden death; that so many wives he will make 
widows, and so many children he will make orphans, and that in 
so many cases he will cause the children to grow up ii^ ignorance, 
vice, and crime, and afler being nuisances on earth, will bring 
them to a premature grave; that in so many cases he will pre- 
vent the efficacy of the gospel, grieve awky the Holy Ghost, and 
ruin for eternity the souls of men. And suppose he could, and 
should give some faint conception of ^what it is to lose the soul, 
and of the overwhelming guilt- and coming wretchedness of him^ 
who is knowingly instrumental in producing this ruin; and sup- 
pose he should p\it at the bottom of the sign this question, viz. 
What, you may ask, can be my object in acting so much like a 
devil incarnate, and bringing such accumulated wretchedn^ess 
upon a comparatively happy people.^ and under it should put 
the true answer. Money; and go on to say, I have a family to 
support; I want money, &nd must have it; this is my busineae, 1 
was brought up to it. And if I-should not follow it, I must change 
my business, or I could not support my family. And as all faces 
begin to gather blackaess at. the approaching ruin, and all hearts 
to boil with indignation at its author, suppose he should add, 
for their consolation, '* If I do not bring this destruction uponyou, 
somebody else will " What would they think of him? what 
would all the world think of him? what ought they to think of 
him? And is it any worse for a man to tell the people before- 
hand, honestly, what he will" do, if they buy and ush his poison^ 
than it is to go on and do it ? And what if they are not awar« 
of the mischief which he is doing them, and he can accompliak 

14 
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it, through their own perverted and voluntary agency? I*||jiot 
equally abominable, if he knows it, and does not cease frqpi pro- 
ducing it? ' 

And if there are churches whose members are doing such things, 
and those churches are not blessed with the presence and favor 
of the Holy Ghost, they need not be at any loss for the reason 
And if they should never again, while they continue in' this 
state, be blessed with the reviving influence of God's Spirit, they 
need not be at any loss for the reason. Their own members ^e 
exerting a strong and fatal influence against it; and that too, 
afler Divine Providence has shown them what they are djiing. 
And in many such cases there is awful guilt, with regard to this 
thing, resting upon the whole clurch. Though they have known 
for years what these men were doing ; have seen the misery, 
heard the oaths, witnessed the crimes, and known the wretched- 
ness and deaths, which they have occasioned; and perhaps have 
spoken of iJt, and deplored it among one another; many of them 
have never spoken on this subject, to the persons themselves. 
They have seen them scattering firebrands, arrows, and death, 
temporal and eternal; and yet have never ao much as warned 
them on the subject, and never besought them to giv^ up theii 
work of death. An individual lately conversed with one of liis 
professed Christian brethren^ wlio was engaged in this traffic 
and told him not only that he was ruining for both. woi Ids many 
of his fellow-men, but that his Christian brethren viewed his 
business as inconsistent with his profession, and tending to coun- 
teract all efforts for the salvation of men: and the man, afler 
frankly acknowledging that it was wrong, said that this was the 
first time that any one of them had conversed with him . on the 
subject. This may be the case with other churches; and while 
it is, the whole church is conniving at the evil, and the whole 
church is guilty. Every brother in such a case is bound, on his 
own account, to converse with him who id thus aiding the powers 
of darkness, and opposing the kingdom of Jesus Christ, and try 
to pe**suade him to cease from this destructive business. And 
the whole church is bound to make efforts, and use all proper 
means, to accomplish this result. And before half the individual 
Ri^bers have done their duty on this subject, they may expect, 
if ine offending brother has, and manifests the spirit of Christ, 
that he will cease to be an offence to his brethren, and a stumb- 
ling-block to the worli, over which such multitudes fall to the 
pit of woe. j^ndtill the church, the whole church, do their duty 
on this subject, they cannot be freed from th6 guilt of conniving 
at the evil. And no wonder if the Lord leaves them to be as the 
mountains of Gilboa, on- which there was neither rain or dew. 
And should the church receive from the world those who make it 
a business to carry on this notoriously immoral traffic, they will 
greatly increase their guilt, and ripen for the awful displeasure 
o« their God. And unless members of the church shall cease to 
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teac]^ by their businessj that fatal error that it is right for men 
to buy and use ardent spirit as drink, the evil will never be 
eradicated; intemperance will never cease, and the day of mil- 
lennial glory never come. And each individual who names the 
name of Christ, is called upon, by the providence of God, to act 
on this subject openly and decidedly for him ; and in such a man- 
ner as is adapted to banish intemperance and all its abominations . 
from the earth, and tp cause temperance and all its attendant 
benefits universally to prevail. And if ministers of the Gospel 
and members of Christian churches do not connive at the sin of 
furnishing this poisQH as a drink, for their fellow-men ; and men 
who, in opposition to truth and duty, continue to be engaged in 
this destructive employment, are viewed and treated as wicked 
men; the work which the Lord hath commenced and carried 
forward, with a rapidity and to an extent hitherto unexampled in 
the history of, the world, will continue to move onward, till not 
a name, nor a trace, nor a shadow of a drunkard, or a drunkard- 
maker shall be foynd on the globe. 

Professed Christian r-r— You have been redeemed, not .with 
silver, nor with gold, but with the precious blood of Jesus Christ. 
When all were dead, he died for all, that they who live should not 
live unto themselves, but unto him that died for them and rose 
again. And the distinguishing mark of his people, is, that no 
one of them, liveth unto himself; and no one dieth unto himself. 
While they live they live unto the Lord, ind when they die they 
die unto the Lord. And it is on this condition only, ^hat, living 
or dying, they can be the Lord's, in such a sense as to meet his 
approbation or enter into his joy. They must make it the grand 
object in their whole influence, to honor him, and promote the 
holiness and happiness of his kingdom; to glorify the God of 
heaven, and to do good, and good only, ls they have opportunity, 
to all men. And it is only on this condition, that they can be 
owned of him as his followers and friends in the great day; for 
he that is not for him is against him, and he that gathereth. not 
with him, scattereth abroad. 

In the manufacture or sale of ardent spirit as a drink, you do 
not, and you cannot honor God; but you do, and so long as you 
continue it you will, greatly dishonor Him. You exert an i^Ur 
ence which tends directly and strongly to ruin, for both worals, 
your fellow-men. Should you take a quantity of .that poisonous 
liquid into your closet, present it bsfore the -Lord; confess to 
him its nature and effects, spread out before him what it has 
done and whkt it will do, and attempt to ask him to bless you in 
^extending its influence; it wpuld, unless your cqnscience is al- 
ready seared as with a hot iron, appear to you like blasphemy. 
You could no more do it, than you could take the instruments 
of gambling, and attempt to ask God, to bless you in extending 
them through the community. And why not, if it is a lawful 
business } Why not ask God to increase it, make you an 
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instrumont in extending it over the country, and perpetuatf&g it 
to all future generations. Even the worldly and profane man, 
when he hears about profbssing Christians offering pr&yer to God, 
that he would bless them in the manufacture or sale of ardent 

Sirit, involuntarily shrinks back, and says, '' That is too bad." 
e can see that it is an abomination. And if it is too bad for a 
professed Christian to pray about it, is it not too bad for him to 
practise it ? If you continue, under all the light which God in 
his providence has furnished with regard to its hurtful nature 
and destructive effects, to furnish ardent spirit as a drink for 
your fellow-men^ you will run the fearful hazard of losing your 
soul; and you will exert an influence which powerfully tends to 
destroy the souls of your fellow-men. Every time you furnish it, 
you are rendering it less likely that they will be illuminated, 
sanctified, and saved; and more likely that they will ^continue in 
sin, and go down to the chambers of death. And could the 
quantities of spirit which you furnish come baqk and tell you 
the history of their effects, and trace their consequences down 
through future ages; could, they open before you their results, 
as you will see them in eternity, you would not, unless you are 
given up of God to hardness of heart and blindness of mind, con- 
tinue such an employment for all the wealth of creation. You 
Would see with great clearness that you lessen exceedingly the 
prospect of your own salvation ; increase greatly the danger of 
the destruction of your children; and exert an influence which 
tends strongly to perpetuate sin and death to all future genera- 
tions. And can you, while you co»Uinue knowingly to do this, 
without presumption, hope for heaven? What if you do not sell 
to drunkards, and thus assist in killing them? Do you not assist 
in making drunkards of sober men? And is it a less Crime to 
assist in destroying sober men, than in destroying drunkards? 
What if you must change your business, provided you do not 
continue to sell ardent spirit? So must> the makers of shrines 
for the goddess Diana have changed their business, provided 
her temple were deserted, and her worship despised. But was 
that any good reason why they should continue to be accessory 
to the perpetuating of 'idol worship? Could professed Chris- 
tians, for the sake of money, continue to do it, without being par- 
takers in the guilt of idolatry? And let it not be forgotten, that 
covetousness, which leads a person for the sake of money to ruin 
his fellow-men, is idolatry; and that no idolator hath any inheri- 
tance in the kingdom of Christ. *' Neither thieves, nor covetoiis ^ 
nor drunkards, sh«Il inherit the kingdom of God." , 

Long afler Jeroboam the son of Nebat was de?id, God declared 
that he would visit with indignation, and afflict with sore and dis- 
tressing judgments, the people that were then living, for the in- 
iquities of Jeroboam, and his sin wherewith, he made Israel to 
sin. Not that he would punish them for the sins of Jeroboam; 
but for their believing the doctrines which be taught, and follow 
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mg th0 example which he set them. He taught hy example that 
it was right, and would be for their interest to worship idols ; or 
to pursue their own way in opposition to the will of God. And 
the efiects of that fatal error were felt hundreds, and thousands of 
years after he was dead ; and exerted an influence which tended 
to lead multitudes from generation to generation to the world of 
wo. And your example, if you continue your present course, 
will produce similar effects. You are teaching by business, the 
most efficacious way in the world, that it is right for men, if they 
can make money by it, and the civil law does not forbid it, to 
furnish ardent spirit as a drink for their fellow-men; and of 
course that it is right for men to buy, and to use it; a doctrine 
which has tended to form a great portion of all the intemperate 
appetites and to make a great part of all the drunkards in the 
world. It is a doctrine which is fahe^ and which is fatal. It is 
marked in the providence of €rod, as a heresy, more destructive 
than almost any other; and it is now, there is reason to believe, 
destroying thousands and milli6ns of souls. And can you, for 
the sake of money, continue to teach such a doctrine, aiid not be 
condemned at God's tribunal ? Nor will the effects of what you 
have taught on this subject, stop with you. They will go down 
to your children, and children's children. Hundreds of years afler 
you are dead, men may be going down to death, and to hell, in 
consequence of what you are now doing. It is treason against the 
divine government, for men to teach by example that they may 
continue in a business which is in itself wrong, for the sake of 
making money. And no man can proclaim it, without raising. a 
current, that may flow on after he is dead, and bear all who sh^ll 
follow it to the world of wo. And the more respectable the 
character of the man who shall teach this doctrine, the greater the 
mischief, and the more tremendous the guilt. Hence one church 
member by propagating such a doctrine, may do more mischief to 
others, than many drunkards. If the drunkard-making business 
is to be continued, let it be done only by drunkards. It is a 
business too mean, too degraded, too immoral, too guilty, and 
too destructive to be carried on by any sober man ; and especial- 
ly by any professed Christian. 

It is always worse for a church member to do an immoral act. 
and teach an immoral sentiment, than for an immoral man ; be- 
cause it does greater mischief And this is understood, and 
often adverted to, by the immoral themselves. Even the drunk- 
ards are now stating it to their fellow drunkards, that church 
members are not better than they, ^nd to prove it, are quot- 
ing the fact, that although they nxe not drunkards, and perhaps 
do not get drunk, they, for the sake of money, carry on the busi- 
ness of making drunkards. And are not the men and their busi- 
ness of the same character? '' The deacon," says a drunkard, 
" will not use ardent spirit himself: he says ' It is poison! ' But 
/or six cents he will sell it to me And thoughJie will not famish 
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it to his own children, for he says, ' It will ruin them, ' yet he will 
furnish to mine. And there is my neighbor who was once as so- 
ber as the deacon himself; — ^but he had a pretty farm, which the 
deacon wanted; and, for the sake of getting it, he has made him 
a drunkard. And his wife, as good a woman as ever lived, has 
died of a broken heart, because her children would follow their 
father." No, you cannot convince even a drunkard, that the 
man who is selling him that which he knows is killing him, is any 
better than the drunkard himself. Nor can you convince a so- 
ber man, that he, who, for the sake of money, will, with his eyes 
open, make drunkards of sober men, is any less guilty than the 
drunkards he makes. 

Is this, writing upon your employment '^ Holiness unto the 
Lord; " without which no one from the Bible can expect to be 
prepared for the holy joys of heaven? As ardent spirit is a poi- 
son, which when used even moderately, tends to harden the 
heart, to sear the conscience, to blind the understanding, to pol- 
lute the affections, to weaken, and derange, aild debase the 
whole man, and to lessen the prospect of his eternal life, it is the 
indispensable duty of each person to renounce it. And he can 
not refuse to do this, without becoming, if acquainted with this 
subject, knowingly accessory to the temporal and eternal ruin of 
his fellow-men. And what will it profit you to gain even the 
whole world by that which i^uins the soul ? My friend, you are 
soon to die, and in eternity to fitness the influence, the whole 
influence which you exert while on earth, and you are to witness 
its consequence, in joy or sorrow, to endless being. Imagine 
yourself how, where you v/ill fjoon be, on your dealh bed. And 
imagine that you have a full view of the property which you have 
caused to be wasted ; or which you have gained without furnish- 
ing any valuable equivalent; of the health which you have de- 
stroyed, and the characters which you have demoralized; of the 
wives that you have made widows, and the children that you have 
made orphans; of all the lives that you have shortened, and all 
the souls that you have destroyed. O! imagine that these are 
the only ** rod and staff" which you have to comfort you, as you 
go down the valley of the shadow of death ; and that they will all 
meet you in full array at the judgment, and testify against you. 
What will it profit you, though you have gained more money 
than you otherwise would; when you have lefl it all far behind 
in that world which is destined to fire, and the day of perdition 
of ungodly men ? . What will it profit, when you are enveloped in 
the influence which you have exerted ; and arc experiencing its 
consequences to endles ages; finding forevey that asaman sow- 
eth so must he reap; and that if he has sowed death, he must 
reap death! Do not any longer assist in destroying men ; nor 
expose yourselves and your children to be destroyed. Do good, 
and good only, to all as you have opportunity, and good shall 
come unto you. 
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. (P. 43.) 

16/^ June, 1830 
Measures are in progress to supply each family in this town 
with the Circular of the A. T. S. and Ware's Address before the 
T. S. of Cambridge. Some other towns in this county are dis- 
tributing the Circular; and it is probable it will soon go into 

every house in the county. 1 feel under obligations to 

for their generous offer, and feel heartily willing to pay 

them in their own coin, — and will pay more than my share of the 
expense of supporting an agent who is qualified for the impor- 
tant duty^ — to be employed in the metropolis of the U. S. in go- 
ing from merchant to merchant who may deal in ardent spirits 
in any way; either as commission merchants, importers, distil- 
lers, or grocers. These are the men, who are commanders of 
the great army of retailers, not only in the great city, but through 
the country; and not only commanders, but they fill the depots 
from which this desolating army are furnished with ammunition. 
If this class of human beings, who are styled gentlemen, could by 
any means be persuaded to wash their hands from dealing in this 
** mother of miseries," the retailers would be like the armies of 
the Philistines, whep Goliah fell by David. — But so Jong as the 
little retailers can have such champions as the most opulent mer- 
chants in Boston and New- York, persuading them to purchase 
the article, and daily advertising all sorts and all quantities 
in the business papers, they will stand out in battle array against 
the effortiS of Temperance Societies. I fervently believe, that 
the temperance reformation cannot progress farther in this 
region, until these men are made to see and feel th^ evil 
of their deeds. To my certain knowledge, some of the 
officers of the oldest society in this state, within one year were 
large dealers in the poison, in Boston. With one hand they 
would hand out tracts on the evils of intemperance, or money to 
pay temperance agents, and with the other, hand out (perhaps 
to the same persons) bills of rum sufficient to make a hundred 
drunkards I I pray Him who is able to make men feel, that the 
time may soon confie when men who move in the highest circles, 
and where example rules the world, many of whom profess to be 
His followers, may see the gross inconsistency of their conduct, 
and renounce every species of the rum trade. The country 
dealers who yet make drunkards would be looked down, were , 
they not sanctioned in their evil deeds by men of the highest 
standing in' Boston and New-York. 

You know Gen. Washington pointed out the evils of short en- 
listments, and urged the enlistments of ** during war men." The 
temperance cause has suffered much from short enlistments. I 
hope you will urge the necessity to all who enlist in our great 
and good cause,. of engaging during war. (Geniua of Temp.) 
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I. (P. 44.) 

The Pastoral Association, and the General Associaticms of 
Massachusetts, and the General Association of Connecticut and 
Maine, embracing more than five hundred Evangelical minbters 
of the gospel, at their last meeting, passed the following Resolu- 
tions, viz. 

1 . Resolved, that iii the judgment of this Association, the traf- 
fic in ardent s|Hrit as a drink is an immorality, and ought to be 
viewed and treated as such throughout the world. 

2. Resolved, that this immorality is utterly inconsistent with a 
profession of the Christian religion; and that those who have the 
means of understanding its nature and effects, and yet continue 
to be engaged in it, ought not to be admitted as members of 
Christian churcl^s. 

3. Resolved, that in our view those membsrs of Christian 
churches who continue to be engaged in the trafRc in ardent 
spirit as a drink, are violating the principles and requirements of 
the Christian religion. 

''Among the means which the Lord has graciously owned 
and blessed during this year of jubilee, many of your reports 
specially commemorate the influence of Temperance Societies. 
It is now a well-established fact, that the common use of strong 
drink, however moderate, has been a fatal, soul-destroying bar- 
rier against the influence of the gospel. Consequently, whcre- 
evcr total abstinence is practised, a powerful instrument of re- 
sisting the Holy Spirit is removed, and a new avenue of access 
to the hearts of men, opened to the power of truth. Thus, in 
numerous iqstanoes, and in various |>laces, during the past year, 
the temperance reformation has been a harbinger, preparing the 
way of the Lord; and. the banishment of that liquid poison, wh'ch 
kills both soul and body, has made way for the immediate en- 
trance of the Spirit and the word, the glorious train of the Re- 
deemer. 

The cause of temperance continues to extend and multiply its 
triumphs, notwithstanding the machinations of Satan, and the mad- 
ness of the multitudes, who are striving to demolish the only bar- 
rier which can secure them from destruction. The testimony of 
our churches, as to the signal success, which has crowned th<j 
efforts of the friends of this cause, the astonishing effect which 
has thus been produced upon public sentiment, and upon the 
habits and customs of the higher classes, and especially as to the 
unquestioiiable connection between total abstinence from ardent 
spirits, and the success of the gospel, is of the most .decided and 
gratifying character. The formation of a Temperance Associa- 
tion in each congregation, has taken place extensively, with the 
happiest results. While, therefore, in view of these things, the , 
friendfl of temperance are called upon to thank God and take 
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courage; let them remember that much, very much, remains to 
be done. Let them not remit their yigilance and activity ; for 
their foes never slumber. All the powers and resources of the 
kingdom of darkness are vigorously employed in opposition. 
Much indeed has been done, in staying this plague, among, the 
more intelligent and elevated orders of society; but all the en- 
ergies of Christian benevolence are demanded, to stem the tor- 
rent which is spreading misery, and guilt, and ruin, through the 
dwellings of )abor and poverty. A great work is still to be 
effected in the church. The sons of Levi must be purified. The 
accursed thing must be removed from the camp of the Lord. 
While professing Christians continue to exhibit the baleful ex- . 
ample, of tasting the drunkard's poison; or, by a sacrilegious 
traffic, to make it their employment to degrade and destroy their 
fellow-men ; those who love the Lord must not keep silence, 
but must lifl their warning voice, and use all lawful efforts, to^ 
remove this withering reproach from the house of Grod. Let all 
our congregations become efficient Temperance Associations ; 
let all our ministers and elders be united, consistent and perse- 
vering in this cause, and we may derive from experience a full 
persuasion, that the ravages of the direful foe will be arrested; 
that the rising race will be rescued from his deadly grasp, and 
thus a most formidable obstacle, to the success of the €rospel» 
will at last be removed." 

(Miimtes of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Chnich 
in the United States, 1832.) 



J. (P. 48.) 



A correspondent in a Western State has sent us the following 
statement. Its truth may be relied on. 

An owner of one of the principal taverns in , has been 

heard to declare, that since his knowledge, there had been be- 
tween three hundred and five hundred bar-keepers in that tavern, 
and out of the whole of them he knew but eight or ten, who have 
not ultimately become intemperate, two of whom are yet in that 
tavern. What an awful warning this ought to be to those pa- 
rents who put their sons to tavern-keeping ! What an enormous 
manufactory of drunkards this tavern has been ! And yet one 
of the owners of it, who has kept it for the last ten or twenty 
years, and who knows this appalling fact, still keeps it, and makes 
profe99ion of religion ! (JV*. F. Evangelist.) 



it' 
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K. (P. 63.) 

Temperance Reforoi in China, — The Chinese authorities at 
Canton have caused proclamations to be pasted on the walls, 
forbidding the sale of wine or spirits to foreign seamen. Thb 
measure was much needed, as European and American seamen, 
in their fits of intoxication, hav^ often disturbed the public peace, 
and sometimes so seriously as to cause the suspension of .com- 
mercial intercourse, between China and the European Nations. 
In the present act we see the legislation of an Asiatic despot, 
directed to the promotion of the public good; we see a heathen 
goverdment defending its subjects from the immoralities of those 
who claim to be Christians; we see a salutary guardianship of 
the morals of professed Christians and republicans, by a heathen 
monarch; and we see all this on the very site of a Christian mis- 
sionary station, designed to instruct these same heathen, in the 
pure precepts of our religion. Such a sight should make Amer- 
icans blush, and send Christians to their closets, weeping. {Jour, 
Humanity,) 

Ia. (P. 53.) 

Important Decision in Chancery, The Albany Argus contains 
the following extracts from the decision of Chancellor Walworth, 
in the case of Jacob Hiller, an idiot : — 

** I have recently learned that many suits at law have been 
brought against idiots, lunatics, and drunkards, after the appoint- 
ment of committees by this court ; and sometimes for debts con- 
tracted by them against the wishes of their committee, after theit 
appointment. No debt contracted by the idiot, lunatic, or drunk- 
ard, under such circumstances, can be paid out of the estate^ 
and if paid by the committee without the sanction of this court, 
although after a recovery at law, he will not be allowed for it in 
the settlement of his accduuts. In the case of an habitual drunk- 
ard particularly, if the committee find that any person, is furnish- 
ing him with the means of intoxication, even gratuitously, he 
should apply to the court for an order, restraining all persons 
from furnishing the drunkard with ardent spirits, or with the 
means of obtaining liquor, upon pain of contempt." 

His Honor also directed the following clause to be added to 
all#rders, hereafter to be entered, appointing committees of hab- 
itual drunkards : — 

"And it is further ordered, that all persons be restrained from 
selling to, or furnishing said ' habitual drunkard, or any person for 
him, with ardent spirits, or with the means of obtaining the 
same, without the express sanction of this said committee, under 
pain of a contempt of this court. And said committee is hereby 
directed to serve a copy, or a notice of this order, on such of 
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the retailers of ardent spirits and others in the neighborhood of 
said individual drunkard, as he may think proper, to the end 
that they may not hereafter plead ignorance thereof." 

The Commissioners of the town of Athens, Georgia, have im- 
posed a tax of $500 on every person who shall retail spirituous 
liquors. (Charleston Courier,) 

* 

The Board of Health of the city of Washington, have declared 
the traffic in ardent spirit to be a nuisance, and passed the fol- 
lowing order with regard to it: — 

The Board being fully impressed with the belief that the use 
of ardent spirits is highly prejudicial to health, and the corporate 
authorities having decided that this body possess full power to 
prohibit and remove all nuisances, and the late Attorney Gener- 
al, Mr. Wirt, having officially given it as his opinion that the 
Board of Health have, under the charter and the acts of the city 
councils, sufficient authority to do any, and every thing which the 
health of the city may require; 

Therefore, Resolved, That the vending of ardent spirit, in what- 
ever quantity, is considered a nuisance — and, as such, is hereby 
directed to be discontinued for the space of 90 days from this dat6. 
By order ofthe Board of Health. James Larnard, Sec'y. 

As the traffic in ardent spirit, as a drink, is a nuisance, not 
only while the cholera is raging, but at all times, beoause it is 
not only needless, but hurtful ; as it tends to produce numerous fatal 
diseases, and occasions an immense waste of human life, and 
also causes the ruin of many souls, it is, of course, a manifest - 
violation of the will of God, for legislatures, magistrates or any 
body of men, to grant a license to any person or persons to en- 
gage in it. It is granting a license for the commission of sin; 
and as such will be viewed and treated by Jehovah, and ultimate- 
ly by all his friends. And even if it should a little longer con- 
tinue in some places to be approbated by human law, no man, 
under the cover of such a license, or any other, can continue to 
be engaged in it, without exposing himself, in proportion as the ef- 
fects of his business are understood, to the abhorrence of a vir- 
tuous community, and the indignation ofthe Almighty. 

In a number of counties in the State of Georgia, the members 
ofthe bar have formed themselves into Temperance Societies, 
on the plan of abstinence from the use of ardent spirit. They 
have addresses delivered on the subject during the sitting of the 
courts, and are accomplishing great good. to the community. 
The committee would earnestly recommend that a similar course 
be pursued throughout the country; and request that all who 
are disposed to promote their own good or the good of their fel- 
low-men, would do the following things, viz. 
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1. Abstain from the use of ardent spirit; from the furnishing 
and from the manufacture of it, and also from the traffic in it/ 

2. That they would not in any way aid and abet in perpet- 
uatingthis destructive employment. 

sTrhat they would unite with Temperance Societies; and 
peraeveringly endearor, by all suitable means, to lead all others 
to do the same. 

4. That they would make it a subject of united and unceasing 
prayer to the Author and Finisher of this good work, that he 
would guide all who are, or may be engaged in it, by wisdom 
from above ; that their efforts may spring from love to the Saviour 
and love to men, and be continued till intemperance has ceased, 
that all future generations may experience the benefit, and the 
glory be given to God forever. 



W.- 
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Ctr€9Uar of the Jimerican Temperance SoeMt^. 

As nmnltaneonfi meetings of Temperance Societies and friends of Temperance 
OB the 26th of February, 1833, were in a high degree nsefiil ; and as the Dele- 
Mtes, four hundred in nnmber, and from twenty-one different States, who met in 
Sie United States Temperance Convention, at Philadelphia, on the 24th of May, 
resolved nnanimoosly, 

That it is expedient that simnltaneons meetings of Temperance Societies, and 
friends of temperance in this, and other countries, be holden on the last Tuesday 
in February, 1834^ The Executive Committee of the American Temperance So- 
ciety, at their meeting in Boston, August 2d, 1833, unanimously resolved, 

1. That we vieviSlI as highly important, in accordance with the resolution of 
the Convention, that simaltaneous meetings of Temperance Societies and friends 
of Temperance, as far as practicable, be holden nnivenally, on the kst Tuesday 
in February, 1834, in all the cities, towns, and villages throughout our country, 
and thronghout the world. 

n. That friends of temperance of every description and of all conntries, be, and 
they hereby are respectfully and eamesUy requested, as far as practicable, to make 
seasonable and thorough preparation for simnltaneons meetings in their various 
places, on the above-mentioned day. 

in. That they be requested, previously to that time, to obtain answers to the 
following questions, and communicate them at the simultaneous meetings, viz: 

1. What is the population? 

2. How many belong to the Temperance Society? ^ 
8. How many were added the last year? 

4. How many have renounced the traffic in ardent spirit' 

5. How many still continue in the traffic ? 

6. What number of them are professors of the Ciiristian religion? 

7. What quantity is now used, and at what expense? 

8. How many who were drunkards, now use no intoxicating drink? 

9. How many paupers; what is the expense of supporting them, and what pro- 
portion of it has been occasioned, directly or indirectiy, by strong drink? 

10. How many criminals were prosecuted the past year; at what expense, and 
bow many of them for two years bad not used any ardent spirit? 

IV. That the friends of temperance in each place, be, and they hereby are re- 
qneflted, immediately after the simultaneous meetings, to transmit the above-men- 
tioned information to the Secretary of the County Society; and the Secretary of 
each County Society is requested to embody it in a table, and transmit it to the 
Secretary of the State Society; and the Secretary of each State Society is request- 
ed to embody the whole under appropriate heads, according to the annexed Sched- 
ule,* and ti^nsmit it with their Annual Report to the National Society, that the 
information may be circulated universally throughout the community. 

y. That it be, and hereby is, respectfully and earnestly recommenj^ed, that a 
similar course be pursued annually, till the manufacture, the sale, and the use of 
ardent spirit, that ruinous and destructive poison, as a drink, shall have universally 
and entirely ceased. 

VI. That it be recommended to all Legislators, in each State in which it has 
not already been done, on, or before the last Tuesday in February, or as soon after 
as the Legislature may be in session, to form Legislative Temperance Societies, 
on the plan of the American Congressional Temperance Society, formed in the 
Senate Chamber at Washington, on the 26th February, of 1833. (See Sixth Re- 
port of the American Temperance Society — Appendix, D.) 

yil. That the friends of temperance in every place, in which it has not already 
been done, be, and they hereby are most affectionately invited, on, or before that 
day, to form themselves into Temperance Societies, on the plan of entire absti- 
nence from the manufacture, sale, and drinking of ardent spirit; and in all suitable 
ways, to discountenance the use of it thronghout the community. 

SAMUEL HUBBARD, Pre8. Am. Temperance SoeUty, 

JOHN TAPPAN, 

GEORGE ODIORNE, 

HEMAN LINCOLN, > ExecuHms Committee. 

JUSTIN EDWARDS, 

ENOCH HALE, 
' Bee the Schedule on 4th page. 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE SOCIETY. 



Preamble. Whereas the improper use of intoxicating liquors bas been 
found by experience to be the source of evils of incalculable magnitude, 
both as to the temp^oral and eternal interests of individuals, families and 
conununities ; and whereas the prevalence of this vice has such a fatal ef- 
ficacy in hindering the success of all the conmion means which God has 
appointed for the moral and religious improvement of men; and whereas 
the various measures which the friends of Christian morality have adopted, 
though not altogether unsuccessful, have been found quite insufficient to give 
any effectual and H^rmanent check to this desolating evil ; and whereas 
some more vigorous means are evidently required, — some system of in- 
struction and action, which will make a steady and powerful impression on 
the present and following generations, and wUl, in ttis way, ultimately ef- 
fect a change of public sentiment and practice in^ regard to the use of 
intoxicating liquors, and thus put an end to that wide-spreading intemper- 
ance, which has already caused such desolations in every part of our 
country, and which threatens destruction to the best interests of this 
growing and mighty Republic ;— therefore the fhends of domestic and 
social happiness now present, wishing to do all in their power to promote 
the welfare of then: fellow men, resolve to fimn a Society, with the follow- 
ing Constitution, namely : — 

Article I. The Society shall be called The American Temperance 
Society. * .. 

Art. II. The Society shall, from time to time, elect additional mem- 
bers, as they shall judge expedient; always keeping in mind that elections 
are so to be made, as shall best accord with the design of rendering this a 
national insti|;ution, and giving it the most extensive influence possible. 

Art. III. Any person who pays to the Treasurer of the Society ^e - 
dollars annually, or who has paid or shall pay thirty dollars, at one time, 
shall be a member of the Society ; provided the donor shall dso subscribe 
to the following: — ^**I pledge myself to an entire abstinence from the use 
of ardent spirits, except when prescribed by a temperate physician^ in case 
of sickness." 

Art. IV. Any person who has paid, or who shall pay, not less than 
thirty dollars to the funds of the Society, shall become an honorary mem- 
ber thereof; and every person who has paid, or shall hereafter pay, not 
less than two hundred and fifty dollars, shall be an honorary Vice Presi 
dent of the Society. 

Art. V. The Society shall meet annually, at such time and place as 
they shall appoint, and shall choose by ballot a President, Vice President, 
Corresponding Secretary, Recording Secretary, Treasurer, Auditor, an 
Executive Committee of five members, and suc£ other officers as shall in 
their opinion be necessary. 
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Art. vi. It shall be the duty of the Society to have a general super- 
intendence of all the concerns of the institution, and of the measures to 
be pursued for promoting its object 

Art. VII. It shall be the duty of the President, or, in his absence, of 
the Vice President, to presMte at all meetings o{ the Sowety, and to call 
special meetings, at the request of the Executive Committee. 

Art. VIII. It shall be the duty of the Executive Committee, to carry 
into effect all votes and orders of the Society, and to take proper measures 
for obtaining the funds necessary for accomplishing its benevolent designs ; 
to appoint agents in different parts of the country, as shall be judged most 
conducive to the great object of the Society; to draw orders on the 
Treasurer for tiie payment of all moneys, which shall be expended in tais 
work of love ; to inspect annually the state of the treasury; and^ in gen- 
eral, to perform all other duties, not inconsistent with this Constitution, 
which tliey shall deem necessary for promoting habits of temperance to 
the greatest extent Of tiieir proceedings they shall make an annual re 
port to the Societyi 

Art. IX. The Corresponding Secretary shall be re<|uired to devote 
himself with diligence and fidelity to the business of the Society; And in 
execution of his otice, it shall be his duty, under the Aection of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee, to make appropriate communications, by pamphlets, 
correspondence, and personal interviews, to ministers of the gospel, to 
physicians, and others, and to consult and co-operate with them for the pur- 
pose of gusj^ing those under their influence against the evils of intem- 
perance ; to take pains, in all proper methods, to make a seasonable and 
Mlutary impression, in relation to this subject, on those who are favored 
with a public and refined education, and are destined in various ways to 
have a leading influence in society ; to make it a serious object to intro- 
duce into the publications of the day, essays and addresses on the subject 
of intoxicating liquors, and to induce teachers, and those concerned in the 
support of schools, to .abor diligently to impress the minds of the yoiing 
with the alarming and dreadful evils to which all are exposed who indulge 
thcmselv^ in the use of strong drink ; to make affectionate and earnest 
addresses^ Christian churches, to parents and'guardians, to children, ap- 
prentices, and servants, and all other descriptions of persons, and to set 
clearly before ^em the effect of spirituous liquors on health, on reputation, 
and on ail the tinporal and eternal interests of men, and to urge them, 
by the most weighty arguments, drawn from the present and the future 
V world, to keep themselves at a distance from this insidious and destructive 
foe ; to do whatever is practicable and expedient towards the forming of 
voluntary associations for the purpose of promoting the ends of this So- 
ciety ; and, in general, to labor, by all suitable means, and in reliance 
upon the divine blessing, to fix the eyes of persons of both sexes, and 
of all ages and conditions, on the magnitude of the evil which this Soci- 
ety aims to prevent, and on the immeasurable good which it aims to secure ; 
and to produce such a change of public sentiment, and such a renova- 
tion of the habits of individuals, and the customs of the community, that, in 
the end, temperance, tmth all its aUehdard hlessings, may universally preoaiL 
And it is always to be kept in remembrance by the Secretary and by 
the Elxccutive Committee, and to be adopted as a principle to regulate 
tlieir measures, that, while they are to make use perseveringly of aU fit 
and promising means for the reformation of those who have already, in 
different degrees, contracted habits of intemperance, — ^the utility of thfe 
institution must chiejly consist in guarding against danger those who are 
yet uncontaminated by this loatheomo and fatal vice. 
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The Sixth Annual Meeting of the American Temperance 
Society, washolden at the house of the American Tract Society, 
New- York, May 7, 1833. The President, Hon. Samuel Hub- 
bard, being absent, John Tat^an, Esq. Chairman of the Execu- 
tive Committee, was called to the chair, and Henry Dwight, 
Esq., appointed Secretary pro tern. The meeting was opened 
with prayer by the Corresponding Secretary of the Society. The 
Reports of the Treasurer uid Auditor were thea read and ac- 
cepted; and the following officers were chosen^ viz. 

Hon. SAMUEL HUBBARD, President 

S. V. S. WILDER, Esq. Vice President 

Rev. JUSTIN EDWARDS, Corresponding Secretary 

ENOCH HALE, M. D. Recording Secretary, 

Hon. GECmGE ODIORNE, Treasurer. 

HENRY HILL, Esq. Auditor. 

JOHN TAPPAN, Esq. 

Hon. GEORGE 

Hon. HEMAN LINCOLN, > Executive Committee. 

Rev. JUSTW 

ENOCH HALE, 

The Society then adjourned, to meet at Chatham Street Chapel 
at 7 o'clock, P. M. ^, A 

The Society met, according to adjournment, and on tne motion 
of S. V. S. Wilder, Esq., John Tappan, Esq. was again called to 
the chair. The meeting was opened with prayer- by the Rev. 
Spencer H. Cone, Pastor of the Baptist Church in Oliver Street, 
New-York. .'Hh 

Extracts from the Report were then read by the Corresponding 
Secretary. 

On niotion of Edward C. DAlevan, Esq., Chairman of the Ex- 
cutive Cotnmittee of the New- York State Temperance Socief;^, 

Resolved, That the Report, extractB from which have been read,, be alfcepted 
and printed, under the direction of the ExecmtiveK^ommittee. 

On motion of Gerrit Smith, Esq/of Peterboro', New- York, 
Resolved, That the manufacture and sale of ardent spirit are a violation of the 
great principles of political economy, and impose an enormous burden on the in- 
dustry and wealth of the country. 

On motion of the Rev. Wilber Fisk, D D., President of the 
Wesleyan University, Middletowd^ Conn. 

Resolved, That all who continue the traffic in ardent spirit, stand in an intimate 
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and criminal relation to ^ the evils of intemperance; and mast, on the prinoi* 
pies of moral accountability,' be held' responsible for those evils. 

The two last rel^utions wera aqcoippaiiied, J»y the gentlemen^ 
who offered them, witlf|p[^dre8ses of great pow8r and effect,* a^ 
ter which the meeting was adjourned, wim aie. 

* Appendix A. * *. 



The Board of Directors of the Bolkton SoAty for the PremotioB of Tempemnea, 
appointed a Committee, to obtaii firon^ the Physicians of Boilon a united CAfwi 
■ion of their opinion in f^gard4D the effects of Ardent Spirii\ 
' The following paper^hi drawn op, by oae of the Faculty, aid presented to every 
ragolar Physician who could be found in theeity. It was sign^ by sevimty-Jt^ty 
being all but about five of the regular piadStioners of medScbil wen residing in 
Boston, and is as follows: 



** The Subscribers, PhysidaQs of Boston, having been requeBtedi>y the 
of the Boston Society for the Promotion of Temperance, to express their opinion 
in regard tOLthe effects of ardent spirits, hereby declare.it to be their opinion that 
men in heaUh are hkvkr h^^fited by the use of ardent spirits, — that, on 
the contrary, the use of them ii a frequent cause of disease and d^ath, and iiben 
lenders such diseases as arise from other causes more difficult of curd, and more 
fttal in their termination.*' 
Boston, February, 1832. 
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As ardent spirit is never useful to men in health, and is a frequent cause of dis- 
ease and death-, as well as of many other evils, is it not manifestly wicked (or them 
to drink it, . to sell it, or make laws which license the sale of it as a drink for 
others? and if they continue to do Jk will they not at the divine tribunal, and 
ought they not at the bar of public opinion, to be held responsible for its eflfects ? 
Let the community examine, and'judge. 
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In the last t^o Reports of this Society, the following truths were 
established, viz. sgrdent spirit, as a drink, is* not needful, or useful. 
It is a poison, which injures the body and the soul. It deranges 
healthy action, aod disturbs the functions of life. It blinds the un- 
derstanding, seajm the conscience, pollutes the afiecdons, and hard- 
ens the heart. It leadg men into^ temptation, and gives to evil 
peculiar power over their minds. • It impail's, and often destroys 
reason. It tends to bring those who use it to a premature grave ; 
and to usher all who understand, or have the means of under- 
standing its nature and effects, and yet continue to drink it, or to 
furnish it to be drunk by others, into a miserable eternity. 

In view of these truths the following conclusions were drawn, 
viz. to drink ardent spirit, or to furnish it to be drunk by otliers, is 
a sin, in magnitude equal to all the evils,, temporal and eternal, which 
flow from it ; and the men, who continue to do either will at the 
divine tribunal, and ought at the bar of public opinion to be held 
responsible for its effects. To the pauperism, vice, siclpaess, in- 
sanity, fvretchedness andLdeath, wUch ^e occasioned, they ,are 
accessory ; and as such wHl be treated when every man shsdl re- 
ceive according to his work. 

The ' above ftruths were not only proved, but, b;^ variety of 
considerations, were illustrated and enforced. Principles and facts 
were adduced, which, in view of the Committee, are adapted, 
wherever known and regarded, to produce entire and universal 
conviction. And the Conwnittee would gratefully acknowledge 
the divine kindness, in giving to those Reports such general favour, 
and in causing them to produce such extensive and salutary eff(^s. * 
It was mentioned the last year, that the Fourth Report had b^n 
republished entire in England, that ten tliousahd copies of it had 
been printed in this country ; and also an edition in an abridged 
form of ten thousand copies more. Sijice that ,time, five thousand 
copies of the entire Report have been printe^l ; ^nd of an abstract 
of it addressed to the head of each family in the United States, 
one hundred and seventy thousand ofpies. A second edition of 
it has also been published in England. '' 

1 
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Of the Fifth Report, there have heen published, entire, fourteen 
thousand copies ; and . of that part of it on the immorality of the 
traffic in ardent spirit, forty thousand copies, making in aU of the 
entire Reports and ps^ts of them published iik this country, about 
two hundred and fifty thousand copies. This Report has also been 
republished in England under the supervbion o! the British and 
Foreign Temperance Society, and has had an extensive circula- 
tion. 

Copies of the Fifth Report, as well as the Fourth, have been 
sent to most civilized countries, and to many parts of the Pagan 
world. And wherever it has gone, it has drawn forth from ititelli- 
gent and philanthropic mep, strong testimony of approbation^ and 
has produced most beneficial effects. 

A distinguished Civilian in one of our seaports, who has been 
active in its circulation, writes, " A more weighty document was 
never presented to the public ; and the best way to promote the 
cause of Temperance, is, to get the Reports of the Amencan 
Temperance Society into circulation." He then mentions, that of 
the numerous vessels, engaged in an extensive trade with the Port 
in which he lives, three fourths are navigated without the use of 
spirit, and that three years ago rum was deemed as essential in 
navigating those vessels, as a compass or light in the binnacle. 
Another gentlemen, who is at the head of one of our public institu- 
tions, writes, "The Fifth Report is a noble production, and fully 
sustains the hieh character of the Fourth. It ought to find a 
place in every mmily in the United States." An eminent Lawyer, 
remarks, " K the Fourth and Fifth Reports were put into every 
family, the very best eflfects must follow. The truth, as it is ex- 
hibited in these Reports, is mighty ; and, if it were only carried 
home to the hearts and consciences of Iftie entire population of the 
United States, I am sure it must prevail." Another says, " No 
man of principle, who will candidly examine the Fifth Report, can 
continue the traffic in ardent spirit, with a good consciebce." 
Another remarks, "It exceeds in interest. Weight, and power, 
either of the preceding Reports. If any professor of religion can 
read it, and continue the traffic in spirit, his hope, we fear, i^ as a 
spider's web." A venerable officer of a Christian Church, having, 
like some other offipers, deacons, elders, and even ministers of the 
gospel, long been deluded by a very moderate use of ardent spirit, 
into the dangerous and fatal error of believing that it is not wicked 
to drink it, withstood all attempts to induce him to abstain from it, 
or unite with the Temperance Society. He professed to be a 
friend of temperance, as ever}'' decent man of course must do, or 
lose his character, but then a little stimulus was for him, he con- 
tended, under his peculiar circumstances, necessary ; or at least 
was not sinful. He was furnished by a friend with our Fifth Re- 
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port ; and after reading it, he writes, " I have read this very inter" 
esting pamphlet through. I need no further importunity. I am now 
fully determined to renounce the use of this destructive beverage, 
from this day, to the day of my death. Yes, I do renounce it^JinaUy, 
totally. Pray add my name to your society." And the Committee 
would respectfully suggest to the friends of temperance, whether 
they can in any way do more for the cause oi temperance and 
salvation, than by furnishing our Fifth Report to every praying, 
and rum selling or rum drinking christian, deacon, elder, and 
preacher in the United States. Should it have the effect, which 
it had on that man„ which it has had on thousands, and whic^ it 
will be likely to have upon every man, who, from the heart, prays 
" Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven," 
it will remove one of the greatest obstructions to the cause of tem- 
perance, and' render the efforts of those men to do good much more 
successful. * . 

The British Temperance Magazine and Review says, " The 
Fifth Report of the American Temperance Society is a most m- 
teresting document. We are glad to inform our readers that it b 
now reprinting in London. A second edition of the Fourth Re- 
port is also published. It argues well for the Temperance cause 
here, that these interesting productions are so much in demand in 
England." 

An eminent writer in Europe says of the Fifth Report, " It em- 
bodies an array of facts and arguments, and the testimony of wise 
and good men, on the immorality of the traffic in ardent spirits, far 
surpassing in amplitude and strength, what is contained in any pub- 
lication on this subject in existence. It will be circulated far and 
wide ; and will undoubtedly be the means of inducing hundreds, 
and perhaps thousands, to abandon the immoral traffic, from prin- 
ciple, and thereby save them from temporal, and eternal ruin." 
And the Committee cannot but rejoice that such publications, dur- 
ing the past year, have to an unprecedented extent, been multiplied 
and circulated through this, and other countries ; and that the de- 
mand for them, is constandy, and rapidly increasing. It shows 
that the cause of Temperance is taking a deeper and firmer hold 
on the hearts of the people ; and that in proportion as knowledge 
and virtue are extended, will be their efforts to promote it ; tf 1 
intemperance, and its evils shall entirely ceas^. Many towns and 
some ^ counties, have undertaken to put one of our Reports into 
every family. This might be done throughout the United States. 

As the three first Reports were out of print^ and were often 
called for, the Fourth Report contains the history of the Temper- 
ance Reformation from its commencement, and also a recapitula- 
tion of the prominent facts contained in the previous Reports. That 
Report, and also the Fifth, are construoted^ not on the plan of be» 
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ing merely annual or temporary Reports, detailing only local 
operations ; but on the plan of being general and permanent docu- 
ments ; developing great principles, and embodying facts of perma- 
nent interest, and of high importance in all a^es, and to all coun- 
tries. It was for the purpose of showing the fundamental position, 
which the cause of Temperance holds, and its radical influence on 
the salvation of the human family, that this course was taken ; and 
for the purpose of awakening universal attention, and leading to 
universal, permanent, and ever growing efibrt ; which is the only 
eSori that is adapted to the magnitude of the subject, or will secure 
its infinitely high, and momentous results The Fifth Report is a 
continuation of the l^ourth, and is paged accordingly, for the pur- 
pose of being bound together. Both are stereotyped, can be fur* 
nished in any quantity, and are adapted to universal circulation. 
The present is a continuation of those two Reports, is constructed 
and paged on the same plan, and for the same purpose. In no 
way, it is believed, can parents, at the same expense, do greater 
good to their children, or the friends of Temperance more exten- 
sively and permanently promote the cause, than by putting a copy 
of these Reports into every family. If read and regarded, they 
would change the habits of the nation ; dry up many of the deepest 
fountains of human sorrow, secure our youth from one of their 
greatest dangers ; and save immense multitudes from an untimely 
grave. The property, which would be saved, would, in one gene- 
ration, amount to more than the present value of all the real estate 
in the country ; the means of intellectual and moral culture would 
be greatly augmented, and would be vastly more successful ; and 
a prospect be opened bri^ter than any human eye ever saw, that 
free, social, civil and religious institutionsi may be extended over 
all nations and perpetuated to all ages. 

The Conunittee have also the past year appointed two additional 
Agents, Mr. Charles Yale of the State of New York, and Rev. 
John Marsh of Connecticut. They have both accepted their ap- 
pointment, and entered upon its duties. Mr. Yale was appointed 
as a temporary agent for the valley of the Mississippi. He started 
from New York about the first of February, to go by land to New 
Orleans. He is expected then to visit St Louis, and return by way 
of Cincinnati, to New York. His object is, to procure the forma- 
tion of a State Temperance Society, in each State, in which there 
now is none, to open the way and make arrangements for the 
universal, and permanent circulation of information, to embody the 
friends of Temperance, and as far as practicable induce each State 
to employ a permanent agent, and in the various ways in his power 
promote the general cause. 

The Rev. Mr. Marsh is appointed as a General Agent ; and 
commenced his labours on the first of April, in Connecticut. After 
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laboring for a time in that State, he will visit other parts of the 
country, and, in connection with other agents, assist the Committee, 
and the friends of the cause, in extending by kind moral influence, 
the principles of Temperance, throughout the United States. 

Numerous Temperance Publications of various forms and sizes, 
edited with ability, have been issued and circulated extensively in 
various parts of the country. And it is earnestly hoped that tem- 
perance publications may be multiplied, and supported ; till they 
are established in every State ; and read and regarded by every 
family and every individual in the country. No course could be 
adopted, which would be more auspicious to the nation ; and none 
open a prospect of greater blessings to mankind. Many of the 
State Societies, and several of the County Societies have also, dur- 
ing the last year, employed agents, and with the most gratifying 
success. The number of members of Temperance Societies have, 
in many cases, been doubled, and in some increased more than 
four fold; Living agents, and the press, operating on the whole 
mass of minds, aided by visible ' united example, are the divinely 
appointed instruments, for the illumination and renovation of the 
world. And never has there been a specimen of more triumphant 
progress, or an exemfJification of the power of combined moral 
efibrt, which as a precedent, in its application to the human family, 
may be more important, than that exhibited by the Temperance 
Reformation, h is even now often quoted throughout Christen- 
dom, as a standing demonstration, that what needs to be done in 
our world, and what ought to be done, through grace, can be done ; 
and all that is needful, is, wise, united, energetiq, persevering be- 
nevolent action, in dependence on (}od, to secure under Him, 
glorious and everlasting success. It has awakened new confidence 
ip millions of hieartsj and nerved with new vigor millions of hands. 
For the extermination of deep and wide spreading evils, it has 
drawn forth from millions, with a firmer purpose and more unfal- 
tering tongue, the declaration, " I will go in the ^strength of the 
Lord God, I will make mention of thy righteousness, even of thine 
only." 

The weapons of their warfare being not carnal, and operating, 
not\)y force, or coertion, but by light and love, on the conscience 
and the heart, are mighty through iGrod to the pulling down of 
strong holds. Trusting in him, they mount up on wings as eagles, 
they run and are not weary, they walk and are not faint. By 
effort they renew their strength, and they move on with increasing 
energy from conquering to conquer. And if faithful, tiieir efibrts 
will not cease, or be diminished, or be unsuccessful, till the last 
vestige of open iniquity shall have vanished from the globe. 

In September the Committee issued the following Circular : 

'^ At a meeting of the Executive Committee of the Amerioatt 
1 * 
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Temperance Society, holden in Boston, Sept. 2], 1832, it was 
unanimously resolved, 

1. That it is highly desirable that meetings of Temperance So- 
cieties and friends of temperance be holden simultaneously on some 
day that may be designated, in all the cities, towns and villages 
throu^out the United States. 

2. That Tuesday the 26th day of Februafy, 1833, be designated 
for that purpose. 

3. That measures be immediately taken to accomplish the 
abovementioned object. , - 

The reasons which lead the Committee to invite the co-opera- 
tion of all their fellow citizens in carrymg the abovementioned plan 
into effect, are the following, viz : 

1. It is stricdy a national object ; and one in which persons of 
all denominations, sects and parties can cordially unite, viz : the 
removal of intemperance from our country. 

2. The means to be employed are in all respects unexceptiona- 
ble ; and are adapted to meet the cordial approbation of all friends 
of humanity, viz : light and love, manifested in sound argument and 
kind persuasion, for the purpose of inducing all voluntarily to ab- 
stain from the use of ardent spirit as a drink, and from furnishing 
it for the use of others. 

3. The success which has attended past^fibrts has already been 
the means of rich blessings to all parts of our country, and is spoken 
of with admiration throughout the world. 

4. Philanthropists of the old world are now, on this subject, 
treading in our footsteps, and while they acknowledge thieir obliga- 
tions for the benefits, are extensively copying our example. 

. 5. Wherever the plan recommended by the American Tem- 
perance Society, viz : abstinence from the use of ardent spirit as a 
drink, and voluntary associations for the purpose of showing by 
united example its, be^nefits, has been adopted, in Europe, Asia, or 
Africa, as well as in America, it has been highly efficacious, and 
followed with the most beneficial results, id the social, civil, slnd 
religious interests of man. 

6. A union as to the time of holding temperance meetings, in all 
the cities, towns, and villages of our country, would greatly increase 
the interest which is felt on the subject, would call forth the efforts 
of the highest and best talents ill the land, and would greatly in- 
crease and extend the light, union, and efficiency on which, under 
the divipe blessing, the complete and universal success of the object 
depends. 

7. Facts ^eem to indicate that should temperance and its attend- 
ant virtues and blessings universally prevail, the cholera, that scourge 
of the nations, which has spread sackcloth round the globe and 
threatens to cover our land with mourning, would be nearly if not 
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altogether unknown ; the deep fountain of humau sorrow be dried 
up, and ever growing light, purity, and joy, under the means of 
divine appointment, with all who obey the divine wiD, would, uni- 
versally prevail. 

The Committee therefot-e earnesdy invite the co-operation of all 
State, and other Temperance Societies, and friends of temperance 
of every name, in securing temperance meetings in every city, 
town, and village in our coui^try, on the abovementioned day ; and 
for this puipose they would respectfully request, 

1. That in all places in which there are no Temperance Soci- 
eties, immediately on the receipt of this Circular, there should be 
a Committee of Arrangements appointed to give public notice, select 
a speaker, or speakers, and take all needful measures for such a 
meeting. . 

2. That in all places where there are Temperance Societies, 
the officers of such societies, would do the same. 

3. That ministers of the gospel of all denominations, would 
read this Circular from their pulpit, and use their influence to eflTect 
the design. 

4. That all editors of newspapers and periodicals would give 
publicity to this Circular through the medium of their columns^ 

5. That a Temperance Society on that day be formed in every 
place ift which there is none ; and that eflforts be made, previously 
to that day, and at that time, to have the present number of all 
Temperance Societies, if possible, more than doubled. For this 
end, and as a means to accomplish it, the Committee would invite 
the attention of all their fellow citizens to the fourth and' fifth Re- 
ports of the Society, to the National Circular designed for every 
family in the United States, and to the tract which is published by 
the Society, " On the immorality of the traffic in ardent spirit,'^ 
and request that they may have a universal circulation. The avails 
of said publications, will be devoted to the promotion of the cause 
of temperance throughout our country. 

Samuel Hubbard, President, 
John Tappan, 
George Odiorne, 
Heman Lincoln, ^Ex. Committee* 
Justin I2dwards, 
Enoch Hale, Jr. 

This document was extensively circulated, and was hailed with 
joy by the friends of Temperance throughout the country. It was 
also forwarded to the British and Foreign Temperance Society, 
and measures were promptly taken by them to secure meetipgs at 
the same time, for the same purpose, throughout Great Britain. 
Wherever the Circular went it met a proi^pt and lively response 
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from the hearts of the temperate, and multitudes looked forward 
to the 26th day of February, 1833, as a day which would be 
marked as an era in the history of the Temperance Reformatioii. 
The prospect of heholding friends of humanity, without distinctioii 
of name, fiarty, sect or country, assembling at the same time, for 
the same high purpose of uniting their energies for the moral eman*- 
cipation of the world, was indeed a noble, a sublime spectacle; so 
novel, and at the same time so grand and imposing, as to awaken 
in many a bosom new anticipations and raise from many a heart 
more fervent aspirations to the Author of all good, that he would 
grant to the enterprise his gracious benediction ; and . hasten the 
time, when men of mercy and of might, throughout the world, 
shall simultaneously assemble, and with united hearts, before the 
throne of the Eternal, in his strength, unite their hands, and all 
their powers of body and mind, in one grand and evergrowing 
eSori for the salvation from sin and death, of the whole human 
family. 

On the 6th day of November, the Secretary of War issued 
from the War Office the following order : 

" OFFICIAL. 

HEAD QUARTERS OF THE ARBIT. 

Adjutant GenerctPs Office^ > 
Waskington^ J^ov. 5th, 1832. ) 
The General-in-chief has received from the War Department 
the subjoined Regulation, which is published for the intormation 
and government of the Army, and all others interested : 

War Departbient, Nov. 2d, 1832. 

1. Hereafter no ardent spirits will be issued to troops of the U. 
States, as a component part of the ration, nor shall any commuta- 
tion therefor be paid to them. 

2. No ardent spirits will be introduced into any fort, camp, or 
garrison of the United States, nor sold by any suder to the troops. 
Nor will any permit be granted for the purchase of ardent spirits. 

Under the authority vested in the President by the 8th section of 
the act of congress of April 14th, 1818, the following changes will 
be made in the ration issued to the Army : 

3. As a substitute for the ardent spirits issued previously to the 
adoption of the general regulation of November 30th, 1830, and 
for the commutation in money prescribed thereby, eight pounds of 
sugar and four pounds of cofiee will be allowed to every one hun- 
dred rations. And at those posts where the troops may prefer it, 
ten pounds of rice may be issued to every one hundred rations, in 
lieu of the eight quarts of beans allawed by the existing regulations. 

4. These regulations will not extend to the. cases provided for 
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by the act of congress of March 2d, 1819, entitled "An act to 
regulate the pay oi the Army when employed on fatigue duty," in 
which no discretionary authority is vested in the president, nor 
to the necessary supplies for the Hospital Department of the army. 

Lewis Cass. 
R. Jones, Adj. Geh.^^ 

This change had for some time been anticipated, and by none, 
perhaps, more earnestly desired than by many of the officers ot 
the army. And few orders have ever issued from the war de-" 
partment more grateful to the people, or which have more generally 
met thehr approbation. ^ The author of it will long be held in 
grateful remembrance, and will be noted in the future page of his- 
tory as a benefactor of his country. The result is highly auspi- 
cious. It saves an immense amountbf property, and adds greatly 
to the health, the regularity, the happiness, and the strength of the 
army. An officer oi high rank and long experience, on hearing 
that another officer. Who had been intemperate, was dead, said, 
"It would be better for the army and for the country if such men 
were all dead. They are only a burden and a disgrace." Young 
officers, and those who are lookmg forward to promotion, either 
in military, or civil life, would do well to remember thi3. Such 
sentiments are becoming common, anf with regard to all depart- 
ments. One of our most distinguished jurists, and successful ad- 
vocates at the bat remarked, that, as witnesses in courts of justice 
men who drink ardent spirit, do not now, and that they never wil{ 
i{gain, have equal influence with men who do not drink. It is 
considered an impeachment of their character ; and lessens the 
crefdibility, and weight of their testimony. It is impossible to make 
either the court or die jury repose the same/confidence in them as 
in other men. It is now understood, that even moderate drinking 
weakens the intellect, blunts the power of discriminating perception, 
and if it does not, as i^ often the case, make a man dishonest, it 
renders him more liable to be deceived and to ipake mistakes. 
It is not possible for a man to be, in any degree, under the power 
of this mocker without being peculiarly exposed to deception. 
" No man, (says an eminent physician,) who has taken only a single 
glass, has all his faculties in as perfect a state,, as the man who 
takes none. And there is no perfectly temperate physician, under 
the influence merely of a glass of wine, who has so steady a hand, 
or can, with as much prospect of safety and success, perform a 
hazardous and difficult surgical operation, as the man who uses no 
intoxicating drinks." And the community are becoming every day 
more and more suspicious of men who drink, though only in mod- 
erate quantiUes ; and whatever they may be in other respects, are 
reposing less and less^ confidence in them. And every new devel* 

2 
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opemenl of facts shows that they have most cogent reasons for 
this. The time has gone by and will never return, when discern- 
ing men will, other^Ungs being equal, repose as much confidence 
in men who drink ardent spirit, as in men who do not. And the 
more responsible the station, the greater reluctance they will feel, 
at placing in it even the most moderate drinker. Su^h men are 
dallying with the enemy ; admitting him to their bosoms apd thus 
jeopardizing all the great interests with which they are iiitnisted. 
The records of stages, steam-boats and rail cars, as well as 
courts of Justice and Halls of Legislation, and the numerous de- 
falcations of incumbents of public offices, all bear testimony t6 the 
truth of these remarks. 

In a communication made to^ur Secretary by one of the largest 
Mail Contractors in the United States, he says, " We seldom have 
an accident worthy of notice, that we cannot trace to a glass of 
spirits^ taken perhaps to oblige a friend or a passenger who has 
urged the driver *to take a Utile;* thus putting his own life and 
the lives of his companions in danger ; to say nothing of the loss 
of character and property to us.^' 

"We were going," said a gentleman, "from Baltimore to Phil- 
adelphia, in the stage. The day was cold, and the traveling ex- 
ceedingly rough. But we had a careful driver and fine horses, 
and we got on very well, till the driver stopped at a tavern and 
took something to drink. Almost immediately after we started, 
the horses became fractious." What was the matter ? The driver 
did not hold the reuis as he held them before. The poison which 
for a pittance the tavern keeper gave him, and he drank, began to^ 
a&ct his brain, and his arms ; it ran along in its influence through 
the reins to the horses ; and the generous animals which had la- 
boured so bard and well for the public good, reined and goaded 
by a poisoned driver, became vexed even to madness. Descend- 
ing a hill the stage was overtyrned ; and the passengers, with 
broken bones and in imminent danger of death, experienced what 
hundreds of others have, that the vexation and the mischief of hav- 
ing poisoned drivers, and poisoning tavern keepers are not confined 
to horses.' They ^affect most seriously the passengers,' in all pub- 
lic conveyances; and riot only an immense amount of property, 
but hundreds of lives are sacrificed to an abominable custom. And 
it is hoped that the time is not distant when no poisoned man will 
be thought to be fit to take the direction of a stage, a rail car, or 
a steam boat ; and when it will be thought to be much less proper 
to entrust such an one with the momentous and complicated con- 
cerns of the State and the Nation. 

A distinguished officer of the United States Government in- 
formed our Secretary, that the celebrated Author of the Declara- 
tion of American Independence after long, and painful experience 
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m the discharge of his arduous duties, as Chief Magistrate of the 
nation, said witli great emphasis, '' The habit of using ardent spirit, 
by men in public office, has occasioned more injury to the public 
service, and more trouble to me, than any 'Other circumstance 
which has occurred in the internal concerns of the country, during 
my administration. And were I to commence my administration 
again, with the knowledge which from experience I have acquired, 
the first question which I would ask, with regard to every candi* 
date for public office, should be, Is he addicted to the use of ar ' 
dent spirit ? " 

This question now, by those in power who regard the public 
good, often is asked, and it will be asked with greater frequency 
in time to come. Men will not trust their money, their children 
and their lives with poisoned men ; or make them the guardians, 
in any department, of their rights. Experience and observation 
will affect all sober men, as they did that keen observer of men and 
things, who would make it the first question, '< Is he addicted to the 
use of ardent spirit '^^^ If he is, and men trust him with great 
public interests, and meet with trovhley they will meet what might, 
and ought to have been their expected reward. Can a man take 
fire in his bosom and his clothes not be burnt ? or can he put it 
into the bosoms of others, and not burn them, and endanger the 
interests entrusted to them ? Many have been made drunkards, by 
men in public office, and many more have had intemperate appe- 
tites formed or strengthened, and thus have been ruined, by the 
government itself. 

It is no less a matter of congratulation, that the government has 

i9X last ceased longer to be accessory to such evils in the army, 

than it is matter of grief and shame that they should have con- 

.tmued so long. Millions of property have been lost, and thousands 

of brave men ,been helped by rfie country which they served, and 

not unfirequently put by its authority, into a dishonourable grave. 

The means of forming an unnatural and vicious appetite have 
been furnished by the government ; an appetite stronger than death, 
and more relentless than the grave ; and then, for crimes to which 
it led, the miserable victim, by that very government, has been put 
to death. With one hand they have furnished him the poison ; 
and with the other taken away his life, for acting under its influence. 

A soldier in the last war, once a sober and respectable man^ 
by daily taking a little, acquired an appetite for it. That appedte 
he gratified, and under its influence deserted. He was taken and 
condemned to be shot. Just before his execution he said to the 
officer who visited him, " I owe my death to ardent spirit. It has 
ruined me, I never violated the orders, or broke the laws, except 
when I had been drinking. I am now to die, and this it is "which 
has killed me. And now, if I could only get a draught of it, I 
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should care nothing about death," And, said the officer, in rdating 
the case to our Secretary, '' He actually (Pleaded for whiskey while 
they were taking off his irons, with as much earnestness as a sinner 
ever pleads for salvation." He was furnished with a pint, and, 
under its influence, he was plunged into eternity ; with the all con- 
suming appetite strong in death. And four fifths of the capital 
crimes, and of the executions in the army, in the navy and in the 
community have been occasioned by the use of spirit. We fur- 
nish the cause, excile to crime, and then put the criminal to death. 
But a change with regard to the army has at last been efl^ted ; 
and one which if adopted and persevered in by the whole com- 
thunity will tend to render drunkenness and crime in the army and 
out of it, as rare, as it is guilty, mean, and disgraceful. Many are 
hoping and with high expectations, that a similar change will shortly 
' take place in the Navy. Many of the officers and of the seamen 
most eamesdy desire it. Most of the men in two squadrons have 
already voluntarily renounced entirely the use of spirit ; and the 
consequent improvement, in their habits, health, and happiness, has 
become a topic of common remark among the surgeons and other 
officers. 

The Secretary of the Navy states, that the Schooner Experi- 
ment had her men selected with a view to a full experiment on 
this interesting subject. And righdy, in view of the Committee, is 
she named Experiment ; for few if any vessels have ever made 
an experiment on a subject of greater importance to mankind. 
The Secretary also adds, " that by perseverance in holding out in- 
ducements to the voluntary abandonment of the use of daily poi- 
son, he trusts not only that the waste of human life, and the frlSi 
quency and severity of punishment will be diminished, but that a 
great moral revolution will be petmanendy effected among a class 
of men,'4hrho have hitherto been too often considered irre- 
claimable." 

This testimony to ardent spirit as a poison, and to the fatal evils 
occasioned by the use of it, the Committee view as important; and 
they would respectfully suggest whether, in the present state of in- 
formation on this subject, it is not morally wrong, for legislators 
to wait, till seamen voluntarily refuse to accept the daily poison, 
before they cease to furnish it ? especially as it is known, from the 
testimony of surgeons and officers, that their furnishing it is the 
cause of that waste of human life, and that frequency and severity 
of punishment which tlie Secretary and thousands of others so 
deeply deplore, and which is such a foul disgrace to the American 
Navy ? and they would also suggest whether it is not the duty of 
the government, without delay to cease to furnish it ? Many of 
the officers have expressed, in strong termy, their abhorrence of 
the practice; and to it have attributed by far the greatest pordon. 
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of their troubles with the men. And after it is known that, with- 
out any benefit, it causes more than one fifth of the deaths, and more 
than four fifths of the crimes among men who; use it on the land ; 
and that it is no less hurtful in proportion to its use on the ocean, 
must it not be considered as a high immorality and as vicious le- 
gislation to continue to furnish it ? and will the people of this free 
country Continue to consent- to be thus taxed, for the sake of fur- 
nishing seamen, as a means, not of living, but of dying, with daily 
poison ? to increase their diseases, augment their dangers, demoral- 
ize their characters, shorten their lives, and ruin their souls ? Will 
they consent to continue to be taxed for the purpose of multiplying . 
more than fourfold the difficulties of Naval officers ; degrading the 
Naval service, and weakening the arm of - National defence? 
Said an officer . of high rank, who for his country had long and 
often braved the dangers of the deep, and faced the mouth of 
cannon, " If Congress will only cease to furnish ardent spirit foi 
the Navy, we shafi have comparatively no trouble with the men 
I have made the experiment, and I know, that when men cease to 
use ardent spirit, they cease to violate their orders ; and are al 
mbst uniformly cheerful, healdiy, respectful and obedient." And 
it is indeed humiliating and degrading, that the facts which have 
been developed have not before now produced entire conviction , 
and caused the practice of furnishing any class of citizens with ar- 
dent spirit to be universally, and forever abolished. Nothing but 
the blinding and palsying effect on the public mind of the prac- 
tice itself can account for this gross and long continued outrage 
upon the character and comfort, the health and usefulness, the 
lives and souls of men. Still greater if possible is the violence 
which is done to every correct principle, and the gloom which is 
cast over every bright prospect, when this poison is furnished, as it 
sometimes has been, by candidates for public office, as^bribe to 
electors. In this free country, raised by mercy high for all nations 
to look at, and making for the world the momentous experiment, 
whether free institutions can be permanent and men to future 
ages are to be governed by law or the sword ; in this mighty, 
this stupendous conffict, where intelligence, and virtue, and morality, 
and religion, the religion of the Bibte, are all, and in. all, — the pre- 
tended patriot who sighed, " O that I were made judge in the 
land," has taken this poison and offered it to freemen to buy for 
him their votes. And when charged with being so poisoned^him- 
self asto te unfit for the public service, he has had the (effirdntery to 
acknowledge in words and in deeds, Uiat he loved it, and to declare 
before the world that if he could only have the votes of all in his 
district, who were in this respect like himself, he would not ask 
for more. And so enslaved have they sometimes been, that they 
have put him into office, and continued him in it, tiU, not his con- 
2 



14 AMERICAN TEMPERANCE SOCIETT. [240 

^thuents, but drunkenness cast him out. The very beasts, on 
which some of them rode to elections, on their return, lightened of 
their burden, which could not ride, and much less could walk, 
stopped to gaze at them in tlie gutter. 

Men, born of sires whose blood flowed freely to purchase the 
rich inheritance for their children, were bribed to be slaves^ by a 

i>ricc wliich it would disgrace a slave to accept, and bound, not in 
fetters of brass but of mud, which they had not strength enough to, 
break, and were doomed, while Kfe remained, to wallow in the mire, 
an astonishment and a contempt to the most beasdy spectator. 
The very dog was ashamed of his company, while his meanest 
feelings, as he, whom had be remained a man, he would gladly 
have continued faithfully to serve, gasped in death, assunfied a 
moral grandeur, compared with the best of those which led the 
destroyer of his master, by poisonbg electors, to bribe himself into 
office. 

Had the Genius of Liberty not herself been put to sleep by the 
lethean exhalations of that dark and putrid lake, her sword had 
leaped from its scabbard to avenge the first invasion like this ; and 
make an example, which as far, and as long as known, would for- 
ever, among freemen, prevent its repetition. But she was asleep. 
Her sleep however was not the sleep of death. The purifying 
breezes have gone over her, and she begins already to stir ; and 
in some cases she has opened her eyes. 

" Nothing was more common a few years ago," says a distin- 
guished Civilian, " in our part of the countiy, than for candidates 
for public office to furnish electors with spirit. They did it to ob- 
tain their votes ; and elections were scenes of dissipation, outrage 
and riot. But no such thing is seen now. So great ha^ been the 
change since the formation of Temperance Societies, that tliere is 
not a man in the country, who, should he take that course, could 
be elected to any office." Let Temperance Societies become 
universal, and attempts to poison electors will no longer bribe their 
authors into offiee. The cry of " Sectarianism," or " Church and 
State," will not hide from the eye of freemen the cloven foot ; or 
shield him who wears it from their indignant execration. 

Not a few associations have already been formed, whose mem- 
bers solemnly pledge themselves not to vote for any man to any 
office, who at elections^ offers ardent spirit. The right of suffrage, 
in thieir view, is too sacred, and liberty top precious to be. bartered 
away for rum, or whiskey. The false hearted, traitorous pretend- 
ers to patriotism, who think, thus to purchase^ its honours and 
emoluments, are in their estimation too base to be for a moment 
tolerated by freemen. They view it a? greater guilt and mean- 
ness to buy votes with spirit, than with money ; and fraught with 
greater dangers to the Republic. From supporting the raairwho 
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does it, to whatever party he may belong, they are resolved to ab- 
stain. Total abstinence is all that he will ever receive from them. 
Let others treat him in the same manner, let this become univer- 
sal, and the change with regard to political corruption will be as 
strongly marked, as the change with regard to intemperance by 
abstinence from ardent spirit. Let no man be elected to public 
office whose qualifications and moral influence will not be a public 
blessing, and the dark portentous clouds which have been hovering 
around our horizon, and casting a broader and deeper shade over 
our national prospects, will be dispelled by that sun whose rising 
glories will grow brighter and brighter to the perfect day. 

The quaking apprehensions of the venerable patriot who poured 
out his youthful blood to establish our freedom, that he should out- 
live its continuance, would then be hushed ; and every christian 
bosom swell with high hope of the speedy and universal extension 
and unchanging perpetuity of that heaven-born freedom which 
makes all who partake of it to be " free indeed." Nor is the at- 
tention of our countrymen confined to the connection between 
ardent spirit, and the political or temporal welfare of men. Thev 
are. tracing and exhibiting its more momentous connection with 
their spiritual and their eternal concerns. 

The General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
composed of that denomination throughout the United States, at 
their last meeting, in addressing their churches, say, " Grod, who is 
the Author of nature no less than revelation, has abundandy pro- 
vided for the essential happiness and relative usefulness of man- 
kind ; but the experience of all ages and nations has given the most 
indubitable prooi that the use of ardent spirits is totally inconsistent 
with either; and, thus opposed to the benevolent intention of 
Heaven and provisions of nature, must be considered as a trans- 
gression of the will of God. The mischievous principle of ine- 
briety, of which we now speak, cannot be made to nourish and 
invigorate the body. It is, by the appointment of Heaven and the 
constitution of our comnion nature rendered incapable of producing 
such a result. Its conversion into chyle, after being received into 
the stomach, and its subsequent appropriation by means of the 
blood vessels, for the purpose of renewing and invigorating the 
body, are known to be impossible." Ana after saying that few 
are awarq of the insidious nature and great extent of the evil, they 
add, " A large portion we fear of the most important and responsible 
business of the nation is often transacted under the influence in a 
greater or less degree of, alcoholic excitement. And can those 
be innocent who contribute to secure such a result, whether by the 
pestilential example of temperate dHnking, as it is called, or the 
still more criminal means of furnishing the poisonous preparation 
by manufacture and traffic for the degradation and ruin of others^ 
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The man who drinks interoperately ruins himself, and is the came 
of much discomfort and inquietude, and perhaps actual misery in 
the social circle in which he moves ; but manutacturers, and those 
who are engaged in the traffic in ardent spirit and other intoxi- 
cating liquors, do the work of death by wholesale ; they are devoted 
by misguided enterprise to the ruin of human kind ; and beconae 
directly accessory, though not intended by them, to the present 
shame and final destruction of hundreds and thousands. And we 
gravely ask, with no common solicitude, can God, who is jdst as 
well as good, hold that church innocent which is found cherishing 
in her bosom so awful and . universal an evil ? The father and 
founder of methodism,* says, " It is amazing that the preparation 
and selling of this poison should be permitted, I will not say in any 
christian country, but in any civilized State." He denounces the 
gain of the trafficker, as " the price of blood ;" and says, " Let not 
any lover of virtue and truth say one word in favour of this mon- 
ster. Let no lover of mankind open his mouth to extenuate the 
guilt of it. Oppose it as you would oppose the devil, whose off: 
spring and Ukeness it is. None can gain in this way by swallow* 
ing up his neighbor's substance, without g^nmg the damnation of 
heU." 

And it has been publicly announced by leading men in that Con- 
nection, as their settled conviction, that he who lives to see the 
year 1836, the time of the meeting of the next General Conference, 
will witness the entire Methodist Connection throughout the United 
States, free from makers and venders of spirituous liquors. May 
their anticipations be realized and their zeal and success in this 
work quicken and animate others, till every Christian Church of 
every denomination, shall be free from this disgrace. And the 
Church that shall be last to put away this abomination may expect 
to be the last on which shall descend the dew, the rain, and the 
sunshine of Millennial grace. 

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States say, " It is now a well established fact, that the common use 
of strong drink, however moderate, has been 2i fatal, soul destroying 
barrier against the influence of the gospel. Consequendy, where- 
ever total abstinence is practised, a powerful instrument of resisting 
the* Holy Spirit is removed ; and a new avenue of access to the 
hearts of men opened to the power of truth. Thus in numerous 
instances, and in various places, during the past year the Tempe- 
rance Reformation has been a harbinger preparing the way of the 
Lord ; and the banishment of that liquid poison, which kills both 
soul and body, has made way for the immediate entrance of the 
spirit and the word, the glorious train of the Redeemer. But, a 

* John Werie^. 
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great work is still to be effected in the church. The sons of Levi 
must be purified. The accursed thing must be removed from the 
camp of the Lord. While professing Christians continue to ex- 
hibit the baleful example of tasting the drunkard* s poison; or, 
by a sacrilegious traffic to make it their employment to degrade 
and destroy their fellow men, those who love the Lord must 
not keep silence, but must lift up their warning voice, and use 
all lawful edbrts to remove this withering reproach from the house 
of God." . , 

Among the lawful efforts which the assembly declare that those 
who love the Lord are bound to make, many ministers and elders 
have had no doubt, is the kind, open, decided expression to the 
churches and to the world of their conviction of the immorcdity 
of the traffic in ardent spirit^ and its utter inconsistency with the 
spirit and requirements of the Christian religion. 

The Presbytery of New York, therefore, at their meeting in Octo- 
ber, declared, " that in their, opinion, it is the duty of all men, and 
especially of those who profess the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
entirely to abstain from the use of ardent spirit as a drink, and from 
traffic in it as such," and ordered that this opinion be communica- 
ted to their churches. 

The Synod of Albany, declared, " that in their judgment, the 

traffic in ardent spirit as a drinnis an immorality^ and ought to be 

viewed as such throughout the world ; " and remind the churches 

' under their care of the sentiments of the General Assembly, on 

this subject, which we have quoted. 

The Presbytery of Delaware expressed to their churches their 
heart rending regret that any of the professed friends of the holy 
and benevolent Saviour, should exhibit the shocking spectacle of 
being engaged* in the unholy and inhuman traffic of retailing that 
which has filled the land with widows and orphans, with strife and 
contention, crime and death ; and through the influence of which, 
multitudes have been doomed to eternal darkness and woe. 

The General Association of New Hampshire, declared, " that 
they believe the manufacture, sale, and use- of that which kills the 
body and destroys the soul, and which if continued as in time past, 
will, in less than fifty years,, send a million of our fellow men to 
the drunkard's grave, and to the drunkard's doom, is utterly mcon- 
sistent with the spirit of the gospel, and that no man, with his un- 
derstanding enlightened on this subject, can continue either, and 
yet give evidence of being born of God." 

They also declare, " that they regard it to be the duty of all 
churches to refuse admission to all such persons as shall continue 
to make, sell, or use ardent spirit as an article of drink or luxury." 
They then make of all sJuch persons the following momentous in- 
quiries ; '^ Is it not your duty to aid in the suppression of vice ? 
2* 3 
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Can you continue a practice which inevitably leads to sin, and be 
blameless ? Can you feel for the salvation of men, and jrei en- 
courage a habit that will certamly, in many cases, lead to the min 
of the soul ? Can you love the Saviour, and yet be unwilfing to 
do so little as to abstain from . spirituous liquors to promote his 
glory ? In the day of judgment, when it shall appear that maoy, 
encouraged by your example to drink, became drunkards and are 
lost, can you expect to enter the kingdom ? Will not the bk)od of 
souls be found in your skirts ? If you are not guilty of the sin of 
intemperance, ought you not to sorrow that others are ; and wiD 
you not abstain from ardent ^irit to prevent it? If you are not 
willing to make this sacrifice for Christ, can you have any of that 
love which led him to sacrifice himself for you ? Oh renect, and 
over every glass you drink, think of the millions that the Uquid 
you drink has sent, and will send to hell. Oh think of the judg- 
ment, and prepare to meet us there." 

The General Associations of Connecticut, Massachusetts, and 
Maine, sayj '^ that in their judgment the traffic in ardent spirit, as 
a drink, is an immorality, and that it ought to be viewed and treated 
as such throughout the worid ; that this immorality is utterly in- 
consistent with a profession of the Christian religion ; and that 
those who have the means of understanding its nature and e&cts, 
and yet continue to be engaged in it, ought not to be admitted as 
members of Christian churches; and that those members of 
Christian churches who continue to be engaged in the traffic are 
violating the principles and requirements of the Christian religion.'* 
Similar views have been expressed by multitudes of others, both in 
this and other countries, and they are becoming the common views 
of enlightened and conscientious men throughout the world. 

The American Quarterly Temperance Magazine says, "We 
consider moderate drinkers as the main, if not the only cause of 
the continued use of distilled liquors ; but for them, the manufac- 
turer and vender would soon disannul their covenant with heU, and 
abandon their traffic in death. What has already been said of one 
regular temperate drinker, is applicable to all. Their moral sense 
is debased ; they are enslaved to appetite ; they are in league 
against truth, reason^ and revelation, with the enemy of their rade. 
He once said, ' Eat, and ye shall not surely die.' Hc^ now says, 
' Drink, and ye shall not surely die.' They quaflT the howl and join 
in the response. This device is to be assailed and confuted again 
and again, until public sentiment, which has been deeply vitiated 
and perverted, shall be corrected and restored to the due perform- 
ance of its office. Then shall the slaves of the enemy bear their 
master's brand on their foreheads ; and it shall no longer remain a 
problem for critical solution, whether the fair honourable merchant, 
who only sells the liquor to the miserable drunkard whom his 
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regular business has enticed to ruin, till he snatches the last cruipb 
of bread from his starving children, be more or less guilty than the 
legal victim of his cupidity ; nor whether the distiller be more or 
less culpable than the merchant. Public sentiment, 6nce tolerably 
regulated and purified from the defilement derived from the same 
all-corrupting source, would soon solve all such difficult questions. 
The reeling, orofane, abandoned sot derives his arguments and his 
justification for debasing himself and preying upon society, from 
the same fupd with his more decently appearing companions and 
accomplices, the manufacturer and vender, and the whole com- 
pany .of temperate drinkers. If a farmer, whose starving animals, 
no less than his suffering family, designate, as with a sunbeam, to 
what corps he belongs ; you shall hear him decide authoritatively 
against the reformation ; lest the coarse grains should remain a 
useless drug on the hands of the grower, and thereby injure the 
agricultural interest. The importer, the manufacturer and vender 
of all grades from the wholesale warehouse, or splendid mansion, 
down to the occupant of the tlireepenny-glass hovel, all sympa- 
thise with him, and join in tlie iargument. The cause of religion is 
scandalized by its professors; the sateless, never dying appetite 
must have an apology, and one is soon found. With professions 
of good will to man, and obedience to the requirements of the-gos- 
pel on their lips, with the victims of their cupidity before Aeir 
eyes, in defiance of the plainest principles of the religion they pro- 
fess, and in contempt of the authority of its Autho^r, they too, hold 
the polluting cup to their neighbor's lips; and for what? to sus- 
tain and countenance themselves in the same indulgence ; or per- 
haps for the more vile, debasing and guilty object, of making gain 
by the unhallowed traffic. We do not read literally that the sen- 
tence, * Depart into everlasting punishment,' was predicated on 
the fact that the delinquents had been the main instruments, by 
their example or fraudulent practices, whether legalized or not, of 
filling the abodes of misery with the sick, the naked, the wounded, 
the friendless, Jfcnd the hungry, as now is the fact with every one 
who bears an agency in procuring, diffusing, or, by his example of 
using inebriating liquors ; no, theirs was the negative guilt of not, 
according to their several ability and opportunity, administering to 
the relief and comfort of their fellow creatures." The application 
to the case in hand is too plain to be mistaken. If to him who 
sees his fellow creatures hungry, or naked, or sick or in prison, 
and does not, if in his power, minister to their relief, the infinitely 
merciful Saviour says, " Depart ye cursed into everlasting fire ; 
prepared for the devil and his angels," what will te not say to 
those who continue knowingly and perseveringly to make it their 
business to bring such evils upon them ? Can they expect to es- 
cape the withering mdignation of Him, whose €yes are as a flame 
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of fire, and who is a just God as well as Saviour, when a fire shall 
oe kindled in his anger which shall burn to the lowest hell ; . and all 
the proud, and all that do wickedly shall be as stubble ?" 

Said a member of Congress, at a meeting in the Capitol, *' It has 
long been settled by the concurrent testimony of the most distin- 
guished physicians, that alcohol is a rank and deadly poison — that 
in its efiects it resembles arsenic, and tliat though slower in its 
operation, it is not less certain and destructive in it^results. Ay, 
that it is infinitely more so ; that it poisons, destroys, kills both the 
body and the mind ; that the inevitable tendency of its use is the 
paralysation of the health, the destruction of the human constitu- 
tion ; the prostration of morals ; the accumulation of crime ; the 
augmentation of the sum total of human wickedness and hunoian 
misery ; the derangement and stupefaction of the intellect ; the 
oblivion of every social and religious obligation 5 the extinction of 
the love of honour in the human breast ; and the annihilation of 
every high and holy feeling of the soul, which elevates man above 
the brutes that perish, and allies him to God ! Who is not, then, 
ready to exclaim, that the mere tise of this poison, is of itself a 
crime ? A crime, however, which sinks into insignificance when 
compared with that of making and vending it for the destruction of 
others — a crime that whitens into innocence when contrasted with 
that of creating and pouring upon mankind this desolating stream 
of moral death, this cataract 01 liquid fire, to blast the rising glories 
of our country, and desolate the land. — Time was when these re- 
sults were either unthought of or unknown ; when the making and 
vending of this now well known cause of disease and death, of 
crime and wretchedness, was either sustained by the voice of pub- 
lic opinion, or indulged without reprobation. But, light has come 
upon us. In that, light a new law has revealed itself. It is founded 
in moral justice, and is eternal. It is no longer unpublished or 
unknown to the world. It has been written, as it were, by the 
finger of Grod, in glaring capitals of living light, in characters of 
unutterable brightness upon the margin of the heavens. All na- 
tions have read, and are preparing to obey it. It forbids man, 
under the penalty of its eternal malediction — ^to deal in this poison. 
It forbids him to scatter it like ' firebrands, arrows and death,' 
among the children of his race. No one can longer plead igno- 
rance of its mandates, or of its penalties. No one can longer deny, 
that from this source, (the manufacture and traffic of this destruc- 
tive fluid) flows a train of evils, which embody every variety of 
human crime and human misery ; which convert the blessings of 
heaven into curses, and those of life into the tortures of disease — 
the madness of despair — the premature agonies of temporal and 
eternal death. Without this agency, all these vast and complicated 
evils would cease to exist. The individual, therefore, who rnanu- 
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factures or traffics in this poison, knowing and reflecting upon the 
wide-spread ruin and desolation which result from liis agency in 
increasing i^s consumption, is, in the eye of Heaven, responsible 
for all, and richly merits the disfavor and reprobation o^his coun- 
try. Where, in the eye of eternal justice, is the difference between 
him who strikes tlie blow of death, and him who knowingly mad- 
dens the brain, and tempts and fires the soul to strike it? Where 
is the difference between him who by the sale and disiseraination of 
this subtle poison, causes four fifths of the pauperism, crime, sick- 
ness, wretchedness, insanity and death, which afflict the wofld ; 
and him who does it by the manufacture and universal diffusion 
of ' miasmatic cholera,^ if you please, or by the administration of 
other poisons ? What mattersit to the widowed wife and wretched 
orphan, whether you consign the husband and father to a prema- 
ture grave by the midnight dagger, or by the lingering tortures of 
the drunkard's death ? The difference is orily in the form : In the 
form did 1 say ? I correct myself. The enormity of guilt r^sts 
with a heavier weight upon the head of the death dealmg grocer. 
In the first case the destroyer inflicts upon the suffering survivor a 
bereavement unembittered with ^hame, and unstained by dishonor. 
While in the latter he superadds to the crime of murder, and to 
the destitution and loneliness of orpnanage and widowhood, the 
wretched inheritance of poverty and disgrace. I repeat, therefore, 
that it is now too late to deny either the criminality of this traffic, 
or the naagnitude of the evils which result from it. I speak not of 
the gallows-chains, the gibbets, the alms houses, the dungeons, and 
the penitentiaries, to whose ravening heights and hungry walls, the 
makers and venders of this poison are but the recruiting sergeants. 
I speak not now of fields turned to waste^-of homes deserted — of 
hearths desolated — of happiness forever blasted > and hopes forever 
crushed beneath the withering tread of this fell destroyer. Nor 
will time permit me to point you even for a moment, to those scenes 
of grovelling dissipation, of frantic riot, of desperate revenge, and 
of brutal abandonment, from which the once kind husband and the 
father is sent home, transformed mto an infuriated demon, to bis 
trembling wife and famished children, the object alike of terror, of 
shame, and of heart-rending commiseration. I cannot speak of 
those truly tragical results of this inhuman traffic ; of those scenes 
of unutterable wretchedness and agony of Soul, over which my 
heart has often bled, even in the far off peaceful wilds of the West ; 
of those scenes, in which I myself have seen this demon of de- 
struction rising on his pedestal of broken hearts and blasted hopes, 
and, intent on gain, filling the very air with moral pestilenbe, blast- 
ing every noble and manly feeling of the human heart, and pouring 
from his poisoned chalice his fiery streams of agony and despair 
into the once happy and cherished circle of domestic peace and 
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love. These are the scenes in which the effects of this most in- 
excusable traffic in ardent spirits are exhibited : these the scenes, 
where cruel and cold-hearted avarice, for the sake of a few paltry 
sixpences, palsies every healthful pulse of life, and sharpens every 
pang of death — where the grim master of the sacrifice himself, 
coming forth from his dark Aceldama of human blood, strikes dowii 
every hope that can cheer, and wrings every fibre that can feel, 
before he gives the final blow that sends the suffering victim to 
eternity. Can that traffic be justified by an enlightened and vir- 
tuous people, which thus alone holds out the chief temptation tp 
ntemperance, and strews the land mth ' beggars, and widows, and 
orphans, and crimes,' — ^which breaks up the foundations of social 
happiness, consigns millions prematurely to their graves, and fills 
tlie world with wailings, lamentations, and woe ? I answer, JVb. 
Policy, morality, patriotism, religion condemn it." 

Says an eminent European writer, " Let him who sells ^ ardent 
spirit bring the practices of his daily calling to the standard of the 
!Bible; and when he stores his ship with this body and soul destroy- 
ing agent ; when he holds out Its tempting sj^mbols to his friends 
and to all around him ; when he knows its deleterious nature, and 
sees its demoralizing tendency ; when his hands are polluted in 
transmitting it to the hand of the drunkard ; — when husbands, and 
wives, and mothers, and children, are pining in indigence and 
hopeless sorrow caused by that very article which it is his business 
to retail, let him inquire whether he can be a participant in, or a 
cause of such scenes and yet be free from guilt. Let him inquire 
whether he can conscientiously go to his keees, and pray for the 
blessing of God to rest upon, and to prosper tlie works of his hands. 
Let him inquire whether he seriously believes, that God will send 
forth his hogsheads of whiskey, or rum, or brandy to be a blessing 
to his fellow men ; or whether he can lie down on hjs pillow at 
night with a calm and tranquil mind, when he. thinks on the mis- 
erable and wretched beings whom he has been helping to destroy, 
and some of whom have passed into eternity under the influence 
of spirits provided for them within his door. Let him ponder well 
such passages of the word of God as these, and then let conscience 
give her verdict. 'Woe to him that giveth his neighbor drink, 
and maketh him drunken.' ' Let no man put a stumbling block, or 
an occasion to f)all in his brother's way.' ' Have no fellowship 
with the unfruitful works of darkness.' ' Let no man seek his 
own, but every man another's wealth.' ' Whether therefore ye 
eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.' " 

And after quoting from a writer of our own country tlie decla- 
ration, that could each hogshead of whiskey which a Christian sells, 
come back, and as it enters his door tell him of the families it has 
made miserable, the wives it has made widows, and the children it 
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has made orphans, he would start hack from the traffic as he would 
from the pit of perdition ; and after stating many horrible cases of 
its effects upon those who sell, and those who buy, and saying that 
it seems as if the same malignant spirit reigned every where in the 
bosoms of those who have sold themselves to strong drink, and 
that nothing appears too base or Satanic for them to perpetrate, he 
adds, " When will tlie moral man, and the Christian withdraw alto- 
gether from countenancing either direcdy or indirecdy this system 
of iniquity ; and resolve neither to make, sell, or use these distilled 
liquors, which are so preemmently Satan's instruments of evil to a 
guilty world." 

Such is the voice of the press, both in this country, and in 
Europe. And the truth which it has uttered has commended itself 
to the conscience, and operates powerfully and efficaciously on the 
heart. 

Multitudes have during the past year renounced the unhallowed 
and degrading traffic ; and greater multitudes have been impressed 
with its awful wickedness and guilt. One man writes, " The pub- 
lications on this subject, if circulated and read, must drive everv 
man of conscience out. of this traffic, or drive him distracted. 
Another man remarks, " Every man who is in this traffic must re- 
nounce it or give up his religion ; for Christian character and rum- 
selling cannot any longer go together." Another man writes, 
" Makers and venders of ardent spirits have no souls ; if they had, 
and understood what they are domg, they could not continue in 
their present employment." 

These are indeed strong expressions ; but they show the current 
of public sentiment, and the deep abhorrence with which reflecting 
men view that fatal employment. 

A respectable master mill-wright was solicited to repair the 
pumps of a distillery ; but he refused, and said that he could not 
without a violation of conscience, even in the way of business, aid 
in expediting the manufacture of an article that was working such 
terrible destruction among his fellow men. Another man was ap- 
plied to, to paint a sign that should show the passing traveller the 
place in which he could get the poison. But though dependent on 
his business for his living, he prompdy refused ; and tet the appli- 
cant know that he believed it to be morally wrong thus to assist in 
destroying others. 

A miller who lived in a State that required by law, that millers 
should grind such grain as might be brought to thera for that pur- 
pose, when grain was brought to be ground for distillation, refused 
to grind it. He would not have his mill prostituted to such a vile 
and loathesome purpose. He could not do it without a violation 
of moral duty, and he felt bound, though it was a breach of human 
law, to refuse. He did refuse, like a man who was not afraid to do 
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right. The destroyer however, continuiDg intent upoD his gaiD, 
the roan was prosecuted and fined. He applied to the L^isla- 
ture ; whereupon they passed the following act, viz. ^' It is here- 
by enacted, — that an act entitled, ' an act, relating to mills and 
millers,' shall not be so construed as to make any owner or occu- 
pier of any mill, liable to the penalty therein named, who shall 
refuse, or neglect to grind any grain brought to such mill to be 
ground for the avowed, or apparent purpose, of manufacturing 
such grain into distiUed spirits ; nor liable to any suit or action for 
so refusing." And, says an energetic writer, speaking of this man, 
*' He has done well, and has shown that a good, well mformed 
conscience, resolutely obeyed, will make its possessor a benefactor 
to mankind. Time, place, occupation, circumstances cannot hin- 
der it. Though shut up in a grist-miU, busy in watching the fine- 
ness of Indian meal as it comes from between the stones, such a 
man may amend the legislation of States, and Empires, and hasten 
the march of mankind towards the enjoyment of aU their rights ; 
by just doing one duty after another, as they come along, without 
being deterred by fear of consequences." 

In another State a town applied to the ' Legislature for an act of 
incorporation. While the bill was before the lower house, a mem- 
ber moved to strike out the 3d section, which contained the usual 
authority to town officers to grant licenses to retail spirituous 
liquors. An animated debate ensued ; and in which the advocates 
for licenses, assumed the same rights for the town in question to 
regulate its own morals, as had been granted to other towns. The 
mover replied that the Legislature had no right to authorise the 
granting of licenses for such a purpose. A noble sentiment, wor- 
thy to be written in letters of gold ; and destined soon to be the 
opinion of the world. He said that he considered it to be their 
duty as guardians of the public welfare, to take a stand on this 
subject. He did not legislate, with reference to the state of things 
in that town, which he presumed was not worse than in others, 
but he would oppose any measure, whencesoever it proceeded, 
which tended to spread the pernicious influence of intemperance. 
And on the final question the motion to strike out prevailed by a 
large majority. 

The keeper of a little grog-shop in a narrow dirty lane, said to 
his acquaintance, " These temperance folks are doing a deal of 
mischief. On Saturday night, the' workmen, after getting their 
wages, on their way home used to stop at my store and drink. I 
used on that night and the next day to take a hundred dollars, 
but now I cannot take ten." A deal of mischief to be sure, as the 
other ninety dollars now goes to support their starving families. 

And what a deal of mischief will legislators do, when they shall 
no longer sanction by legislation the licensing of men to sell ar- 
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dent spirit, and thus to take on Saturday night . and Sabbath day, 
a hundred dollar^ from starving families ; and instead of poisoning 
the father and rendering him a maniac, shall let him remain sober, 
to carry bread and clothing, peace and joy, to his wife and children. 

Another man, licensed to sell, and acting under the full sanction 
of legislative authority, had on hand a quantity of spirit. Finding 
no opportunity to sell it, where it might not be drunk and destroy 
his fellow men ; and not being willing to do that for mone}^, he turned 
it into the sea. He had rather lose it, than to have the drinker 
lose it, and with it, as he might should he drink it, lose his life, and 
his soul. Though he could get the money for it, he did not be- 
lieve it to be right in that way to make money ; because it tended 
to destroy others. He did not believe it to be right for him to teach 
the doctrine, as he would should he sell it, that men can without 
committing sin, buy and drink it. He did not believe it would be 
right, even should he appropriate the avails to the distribution of 
the Bible, or the relief of the poor. As Jehovah abhors robbery 
for sacrifice, he knew that he would not accept the fruit of a traf- 
fic which does more mischief than robbery itself. He therefore 
resolved to cleanse his hands and purify his heart from tliat covet- 
ousness, which leads men, for the sake of money, to desolate and 
destroy. 

Another man, who was convinced that it is wrong to make ardent 
spirit, to import or to vend it, was yet not so sure that there might 
not be a case, in which a cargo consigned to him, not from another 
country but from his own, might be lawfully sold, as, if he should 
not sell it, some other man would, and his doing it would not in- 
crease* the quantity in the country or the amount that would be used. 
He had such a cargo, and after considerable doubt and hesitation, 
he sold it and took the commission. But said he, after reflection, 
" I believe I ought not to keep that money." He chose not to re- 
tain it. And he appropriated it to the dissemination of informa- 
tion as to the nature and effects of spirituous liquors, for the purpose, 
as far as practicable, of convincing all men that it is wicked to 
make, import, sell, or drink it. Should a man sell it, even on 
commission, though another man would sell it if ne should not, he 
would teach by that act the fatally erroneous doctrine, that it is 
not wicked to buy and drink it ; — a doctrine which no man can 
teach, without being accessory to the evils, temporal and eternal, 
which it occasions. 

And this, with Christians and sober men, in proportion as they 
examine the subject, is becoming more and more the deep and 
universal conviction. 

The Clerk of a Presbytery writes, " We have vrithin our bounds ' 
twenty-one churches ; and there is not an individual in either, who 
is in any way connected with the traffic in ardent spirit." There 
3 4 
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are ten suen churches in the city of Boston, and twenty in the 
city of New York ; and the Committee are led to believe, more 
than a thousand in other parts of the country. The impression is 
DOW common that for men to profess religion and covenant before 
heaven and earth to do good as they have opportunity to all men, 
and then make it a business to manufacture, or sell, that which 
produces such unmixed and overwhelming evils, is solemn mock- 
ery. To go from the communion table to the grog-shop, die 
liquor store, or the distillery, and pour out streams of death over 
the community, is an abomination in the sight of heaven, which the 
great Head oi the Church, who died to redeem it unto himself, re- 
quires should be universally and forever done away. And those 
who, notwithstanding all the light which the church can now fur- 
nish as to the nature and effects of this traffic, stiU continue in it, 
are viewed as unfit for her communion. And increasing numbers 
believe that they are forbidden by the sacred oracles to be acces- 
sory to the introduction of such persons into the visible church. 
Numbers of churches have been formed, with the understanding, 
among the members that no such persons are ever to be admitted. 
Nor is this, as some suppose, adopting a new rule or test of ad- 
mission to churches, or one not recognized in the Bible. It is only 
the application of the principles and requirements of the scriptures 
correcdy to this case, whereas in times past, through ignorance and 
error, they have not been so applied. The Bible does not indeed 
say, in so many words, that retailers of spirit, or distillers, shall 
not be admitted to the church. Neither does it say, that gam- 
blers, or counterfeiters of the public coin, shall not be admitted 
to the church. And yet Christians act, and long have acted as if it 
said so ; and they are forbidden to act otherwise. Why ? because 
those practices are immoral, and as really known to be such as 
if they were mentioned by name, and denounced as immoralities in 
the Bible. So with the traffic in ardent spirit. 

If, with all the light which, from the Scriptures and from facts, 
the church can now furnish, a man does not renounce the traffic, 
he fails to exhibit that evidence of being a good man, which would 
justify others in receiving and treating him as such. 

Besides, as the business is immoral, if it must be continued, less 
mischief will be done if it is carried on only by men out of the 
church, than if it is carried on also by church members. And 
as most of the troubles which the churches have had with their 
members have arisen from this employment, they are bound in self 
defence not to iadmit such persons to their communion. They. 
have too many such in the churches already ; and they are bound 
not to increase the number. If they, do, they will increase their 
weakness and their sorrows. This employment is one of the most 
powerful obstructions to the efficacy of the gospel, and one of the 
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greatest hindrances to the salvation of men. The greater the in- 
fluence of men, who sanction a vicious employment, the greater 
the mischief. Regard, therefore, to the good of others, requires 
them to take this course. They cannot do otherwise without great 
evil, and great guilt. 

Some indeed suppose, although it is a wicked employment, yet 
as some men will have spirit,^ and other men will sell it, it had bet- 
ter be sold by good men, than bad ; by professors of religion, 
rather than by others. This is a great mistake. Some men will 
have counterfeit money if they can get it, and other men will make 
it, and others seU it ; some by wholesale, or on commission, and 
others by retail. And some will use it moderately and prudently 
themselves. They have done so perhaps for years, and do not 
see that it injures them, and may contend that there is no hurt in 
it, as they manage it. But is it no worse for this to be done by 
church members, than by the abandoned ? will it be better for pro- 
fessed Christians to be engaged ia wickedness, because they will 
do it more decently, and in a manner less outrage' .us to public 
feeling ? Will they not by doing it inculcate, by the whole weight 
of their character, that it is right, and thus give it respectability ? 
or else that they, although professors of godliness, v^iU for money 
knowingly and habitually do wrong ? And would not either of 
these doctrines be a reproach to religion ? and if taught by the 
practice of good men would it not do vasdy more mischief than 
if taught only by notoriously bad men ? Who can doubt it? Sa- 
tan himself, when there is a demand for it, and some men will 
carry it on, might delight to have members of the church, arid the 
best and mo^ influential men in the community, engaged in his 
most infernal business. And he might be willing even to be laid 
under some restrictions, if the business could be licensed, and thus 
have the sanction of legislative authority. It would aid him by 
removing one of his greatest obstructions, arising from the con- 
sciences of men, and from the convictions that his business is 
wicked, and that the end thereof is death. He might be willing 
that hi$ followers should even pay something for a license, and that 
there should be, nominally at least, some penalty attached to out- 
rageous excess ; and he might plead that the best men in the 
community should carry on Sie business, because they would do 
it with more regularity. But would it promote the cause of virtue 
and the cause of God ? and would it lessen the power of the ad- 
versary ? does he not know, that the more respectable he can 
make a wicked employment, the greater will be the mischief? 

A notorious gambler at the head of a large establishment, the 
keeping of which was made penal, but into which, in violation of 
law, public sentiment and conscience, many a youth and many a 
man, under the cover of night had stepped and been ruined, plead 
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strongljr tliat such establishments, for the public good, should be 
licensed. He would be willing to pay, if needful, a thousand dol- 
lars a year ; and be willing too to be laid, nominally at least, under 
some restrictions, and to have some penalty attached to great ex- 
cess. He said, if such establishments were licensed they might 
he controlled, and be made to yield a large revenue to the gov- 
ernment. And such men, in such cases, can talk long and loud, 
about revenue, and regularity, and decency, and the public good ; 
and appear very patriotic; while their. business is undermining the 
pillars of the Republic, and is such as the great enemy of God and 
man would have it. But he did not add, that this would remove 
the odium of vice, without changing its character ; make the way 
to death more respectable, and thus draw a greater number into it. 
He did not add what, had he told the truth, and the whole truth, 
he must have added, that it would ward off from those sinks ol 
iniquity the frown of public indignation, and stifle many a conscience, 
and remove the last barrier between many a soul and endless tuin. 
And let men who plead that a wicked business should be licensed, 
or be carried on by good men, not forget that they advocate the 
cause of the great destroyer. 

A vender of lottery tickets contrary to law, said, " It is a bad 
business, but then somebody will carry it on, and it ought to bo 
licensed. The Legislature can then control it, and prevent a 
great deal of mischief; and it might be a source of revenue to the 
State. Men will buy tickets, legislators make laws against it, 
and then come themselves, and buy the tickets. I have sold more 
than four hundred dollars worth of tickets to members of the Leg- 
islature within four weeks. It ought to be licensed." So the 
men who carry on the system of public swindling, and their associ- 
ates reason. They too, would be willing, nay glad to pay for 
a license, for this would varnish over with legislative sanction, and 
in view of multitudes hide the odiousness of their high-handed ini- 
quity. But the people begin to think, that it is better for tlieir 
legislators not to license the perpetrators of such iniquity ; but if 
they continue to injure the community, and nothing else will prevent 
it, to send them to the State Prison. The community have already 
begun to speak on this subject, and legislators have begun to hear.* 
May they continue to speak, in louder and deeper tones, till the 
practice of licensing iniquity, and thus throwing over it the shield 
of legislative sanction, and warding off public rebuke, shall univer- 
sially and forever cease. 

In the month of October the Committee of the New York City- 
Temperance Society applied to our Secretary to assist them in com- 
pleting a thorough Temperance organization of that city. A Society 

' * Appeadix B. 
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was organized in every Ward, and a Committee appointed in each, 
of from thirty to eighty men. A map of each Ward was procured, 
the Ward divided into districts, and each district committed to the 
care of some member of the Committee, who engaged to visit 
every family, put into it a Temperance Circular, and invite its 
members to join the Temperance Society. To a (Considerable 
extent, this was accomplished before the 26th of February, the 
day appointed for simultaneous meetings throughout the country. 
On that day one of the largest and most interesting meetings ever 
known in the city, was holden at the Chatham Street Chapel, and 
was addressed by a number of eminent citizens, with great power 
and eflFect. From the Report presented on that occasion, it ap- 
peared, though only partial reports had been made, that the num- 
ber of members of Temperance Societies in the city was from 
fifteen to eighteen thousand ; and that they had been more than 
doubled during the last year. The work is still going forward, and 
could an agent of the right character be permanently Ipcated in 
that city, and a system of effort be pursued to put information on 
this subject into every family, the work of moral reform, so happily 
begun, might by the divine blessing be carried forward to a tri- 
umphant consummation ; and from that great fountain of wealth and 
influence, streams of life and salvation flow out over the whole 
country. Nor would the inhabitants of the city be among the 
least of the gainers. Let the population of that great and growing 
metropolis cease to use and vend ardent spirit, or to practice the 
vices to which it leads, and the sad spectacle of two hundred thous- 
and dollars expended to support paupers and prosecute the crimi- 
nals, and an hundred thousand to meet the wants of sickness which 
It occasions; fifty thousand people fleeing from their homes to es- 
cape the ravages of the Cholera, and the universal stagnation of 
business causing a loss of a million dollars more, and the woful 
sacrifice in three months of more than three thousand lives, would 
probably not again be seen. Ceasing to manufacture and sell 
death, its ravages to a great extent would cease. And let her hun- 
dred churches, like the twenty referred to, and the thousand in 
other parts of the country be freed firora all members who ^tknd at 
the fountain head and pour out streams of desolation over the coun- 
try ; and let all who name the name of Christ, imitate his example 
of doing good and good only as they have opportunity to all, and 
Zion will arise and shine, her light being come, and the glory of 
•the Lord, above the brightness of the sun, will break forth upon her. 
Violence will no more be heard in our land, wasting or destruction 
within our borders — our walls will be salvation, and our gates will 
be praise. 

In December, 1832, the Committee issued the following Cir- 
cular, viz. 

3* 
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<' As the success of the Temperance cause depends upon the 
universal difHision of correct information among all classes of 
people, the Executive Committee of the American Temperance 
Society have tliought proper to adopt the following Resolutions : 

1. iiesolved, That it is expedient that delegates from Tempe- 
rance Societies and the friends of Temperance in every part of the 
United States be invited to meet in Convention, to consider the 
best means of extending, by a general diffiision of information, and 
the exertion of a kind and persuasive moral influence, the prioci- 
pie of abstinence from the use of ai*dent spirit throughout our 
country. 

2. That measures be immediately taken to procure such a Con- 
vention, to be held in the city of ^Philadelphia on the 24th day of 
May, 1833. 

3. That each State Temperance Society be, and hereby is, re- 
quested to send thi-ee or more delegates, and each County Society 
to send one or more delegates to the proposed Convention. 

4. That it be recommended, that the appointment of delegates 
so far as it shall be practicable, be made on the 26th day of Feb- 
ruary next, the day akeady fixed upon for simultaneous meetings 
of the Temperance Societies and friends of Temperance, in all the 
ciaes, towns and villages throughout the United States. 

6. That in those States and counties in which no Temperance 
Society is organized, the friends of Temperance be, and they 
hereby are, requested to appoint in such manner as tliey shall think 
proper, the same number of^ delegates for each State or County, 
as are proposed in the 3d Resolution, to be appointed by the seve- 
ral State and County Societies respectively. 

6. That all editors of papers and other publications tliroughout 
our country, who are friendly to the cause of Temperance, be and 
they hereby are respectfully requested to insert the foregoing 
resolutions in their several publications ; and in such other ways 
as they may deem suitable, to use their influence to promote the 
object of the proposed Convention, — universal abstinence from 
the use of ardent spirit. 

Samuel Hubbard, President. 

John Tappan, 

George Odiorne, 

Heman Lincoln, yHx, Committee.** 

Justin Edwards, 

Enoch Hale, Jr. 

The call for this Convention has been greeted with joy in ^1 
parts of the country. Numerous delegates have already been ap- 

e)inted throughout the United States, and one appointed by the 
ritish and Foreign Temperance Society has just arrived from 
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England to attend the meeting. High hopes are entertained that 
it will be a numerous and powerful meeting, and that it will give a 
new impulse to the cause of Temperance throughout the world.* 

Early in February our Secretary visited the city of Washington. 
He was cordially welcomed by many members of Congress and 
others, and at the special request of members of both houses ad- 
dressed them on the sabbath, in the Capitol, on the subject of 
Temperance. The subsequent week, the House of Representa- 
tives liberally granted the use of their hall for the purpose of hold- 
ing a Congressional Temperance Meeting. This meeting was 
numerously attended by members of Congress, citizens, and 
strangers ; and produced a highly salutary effect. 

The Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War presided, and the Hon. 
John Blair, member of Congress from Tennessee was Secretary 
of the meeting. The throne of grace was addressed by the Rev. 
William Hammet oC Virginia, of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and Chaplain to Congress. 

Addresses were then delivered by the Secretary of War ; the 
Corresponding Secretary of the American Temperance Society ; 
The Hon. Eleutheros Cook, member of Congress from Ohio ; the 
Hon. George R. Briggs, member of Congress from Massachusetts; 
Thomas Sewall, M. D. Professor of Anatomy and Physiology in 
the Columbian College, Washington, D. C; the Hon. Lewis Con- 
diet, member of Congress from New Jersey ; die Hon. Andrew 
Stewart, Member of Congress from Pennsylvania; the Hon. 
WiUiam Wilkins, United States Senator from Pennsylvania; the 
Hon John Reed, member of Congress from Massachusetts ; the 
Hon. John Tipton, United States Senator from Indiana ; and the 
Hon. Theodore Freelinghuysen, United States Senator from New 
Jersey ; and the following Resolutions were unanimously adopted, 
viz. 

Resolved, That the success of the cause of Temperance in this, 
and other countries, affords high encouragement to the friends of 
morality to persevere in their efforts till intemperance and its evils 
are banished from the earth. 

Resolvedy That the manufacture of, and traffic in ardent spirit 
ought to be discountenanced and abandoned, as incompatible with 
the obligations of social and moral duty, by every patriot, and es- 
pecially by every Christian in the country. 

Resolved, That total .abstinence from the use of ardent spirit, as 
a drink, is the only security to individuals against its ruinous con- 
sequences, and gives the only sure pledge of the ultimate success 
of the cause of Temperance. 

Resolved^ That the use of ardent spirit tends to produce disease 

* Aiqpeiidix C. 
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and premature death ; and that there is no case in which it is in- 
dispensable, even as a medicine, and in which there may not be an 
adequate substitute. 

Resolved^ As the sense of this meetmg, that the liberties and 
welfare of the nation are intimately and indissolubly connected miih 
the morals and virtue of the people. And that, in the enactment 
of laws for the common benefit, it is equally the duty of the Legis- 
lative body to guard and preserve the public morals from corrup-^ 
tion, as to advance the pecuniary interest, or to maintain the civil 
rights and freedom of the community. 

The following resolution was to have been presented by the 
Hon. H. A. S. Dearborn, member of Congress from Massachu- 
setts, but he was prevented by sickness from attending the meeting. 

Resolved, That the abolition of the use of ardent spirit through- 
out the army, has been highly salutary; and that its aboliti(xi 
throughout the navy, while it would strengthen the arm of national 
defence, would elevate the character and increase the respectability 
and happiness of that interesting and important class of our citizens. 

Resolved, That the adoption of the principle of abstinence from 
the use of ardent spirit, by superintendents of public works, propri- 
etors of rail roads, steamboats, stages, &c. with regard to all in 
their employment, would increase the value of their services, as 
well as the comfort and safety of the community. 

Resolved, That the use oi ardent spirits and the unrestrained 
traffic in them, directly lead to the introduction amongst us, of crimes 
and vice in various forms, and to the overthrow of that purity and 
virtue of the people upon which depend the permanence of our 
free institutions, and, therefore, ought to be ^ discouraged and re- 
sisted by every friend of civil and religious liberty throughput the 
world. 

Resolved, That as a means of universal success, the friends of 
Temperance are bound to redouble their efibrts by the agency of 
the press, and by all other practical means to enlighten the under- 
standings of their fellow men, and awaken their attention to this 
great and important cause. 

Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended to all who adopt 
the principles of the Temperance reformation, or who wish to pro- 
mote it, to add the influence of their names and examples as mem- 
bers of Temperance Societies, and in all proper ways to promote 
the formation of such societies, until they shall become universal. 

Resolved, That the Temperance reformation is fundamental in 
.ts influence, upon all the great enterprizes, which have for their 
object the intellectual elevation, the moral purity, the social hap- 
piness, and the immortal prospects of mankind. 

The Hon. Felix Grundy, United States Senator from Tennes- 
see, then rose and said, that he had been highly gratified, and even 
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delighted with the meeting. But, said Mr. G. let us not stop here. 
Let the facts and arguments which have here been presented, go 
out from this place over the land. Let them be printed and cir- 
culated universally. Let it be seen by the whole American peo- 
ple, that men in high places, men whom the people have elevated 
to represent them in the Congress of the United States, are the 
friends, the patrons, and the active, zealous, and persevering pro- 
moters of the cause of Temperance. Let them see that this bless- 
ed cause has taken possession, even of the Capitol, and that it will 
hold possession ; and from this elevated spot, this strong hold of 
liberty, will extend itself over the whole country. He then ex- 
pressed his readiness to aid in publishing the addresses which had 
been delivered, and in their circulation through the land. 

In the able and powerful addresses which accompanied the 
above resolutions, the duty and utility of entire abstinence from the 
use of ardent spirit, and from the traffic in it, were strongly illus- 
trated ; and also the benefits, which should this course be adopted, 
would result to our country and the world. The addresses have 
since been published in an octavo pamphlet of forty-eight pages, 
and in other forms ; and have been circulated extensively through 
the country. They have awakened new interest and brought 
many new and powerful auxiliaries to the Temperance cause. On 
the 26th day of February, a meeting of members of Congress was 
holden in the Senate Chamber for the purpose of forming a Con- 
gressional Temperance Society. The Hon. William Wilkins, 
United States Senator from Pennsylvania, was called to the chair, 
and the Hon. Walter Lowrie, Secretaiy of the Senate of the Uni- 
ted States, was appointed Secretary oi the meeting. The meet- 
ing was opened m\h prayer by the Rev. John Proudfit of Penn- 
sylvania. After discussion and deliberation, a Society was formed 
on the bases of entire abshnence from the use of ardent spirit, and 
from the traffic in it, called. The American Congressional 
Temperance Society. Members of Congress, and all who have 
been members of Congress, officers of the United States (Jovem- 
ment, civil and military, and heads of departments, who practically 
adopt the great principles of the Society, by signing the Constitu- 
tion, or addressing a letter to the Secretary expressive of their 
wish to do so, may become members of the Society. The Society 
is to have an annual meeting during the sessions of Congress, and 
the Executive Committee are, from time to time, to take such 
measures as will render the Society most extensively useful to the 
country.* 

At this meeting, and also at the previous meeting in the Representa- 
tive's Hall, the high responsibilities resting on members of Congress 

* Appendix D. 



J' 



34 AMERICAN TEMPERANCE SOCIETT. [260 

and upon aU men in public ofSce was exhibited in strong and 
glowing colours ; and also their duty to set an example of moral 
purity^ as well as integrity ; an example which the people may safely 
ibllow, and which wiU make rulers what alone they were desgned 
to be, ministers of God for good to the people. And the Conl- 
roittee cannot but expect from this high and patriotic example, the 
most extensive and beneficial results. Tlie rulers of a great na- 
tion, in the halls of legislation recognizing their high mortd obliga- 
tions and forming themselves into an association for the purpose of 
doing good by example and kind moral influence, to their country 
and the world, is indeed a noble, a sublime spectacle ; and worthy 
of imitation by the rulers of all States and nations on the globe ; 
and one which we trust will be speedily and extensively followed. 
On the 15th of March, a Society on the same plan, was formed at 
the State House by members of the Legislature of Massachusetts. 
His Excellency the Crovemor, is President ; His Honor Lieuten- 
ant Governor, the speaker of the House of Representatives, and 
two distinguished laymen are Vice Presidents ; and many of the 
legislature have already joined the Society. All persons, who are, 
or who have been members of the legislative, executive, or judicial 
branches of the government, and who practically adopt tlie princi- 
ples of entire abstinence from the use of ardent spirit and from the 
traffic in it, may become members. It has already accomplished 
much good. Let similar societies be formed in the legislature of 
each State, and by friends of temperance throughout the land, and 
that foulest, deepest blot upon the human character, that most 
withering blight of human hopes, that mighty obstruction to the 
efficacy of the gospel, and to the intellectusd elevation and moral 
purity of man will be no more. 

The simultaneous meetings on the 26th of February were attend- 
ed by great numbers and with intense interest, not only throughout 
the United States, but in London and various other places in Great 
Britain. Much valuable information was communicated, and a 
powerful impulse given to the cause. 

At the meeting of the British and Foreign Temperance Society, 
John Wilks, Esq. member of parliament, said, " When they found 
that the number of criminals in the year amounted to 195,000, and 
that the number was perpetually increasing, notwithstanding the 
efforts of legislation, and that this mcrease of crime is attributable 
to intemperance and the use of ardent spirits, they must feel the 
absolute necessity of an effectual remedy. And what could be so 
efficient as the simple process recommended by this Society, — 
persuasion and example. 

" They were met that day, and it was delightful to think of it, 
purely because the great philanthropists of America, throughout 
the whole United States, were also met to ofkx their congratula- 
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tions to each other, and acknowledge their obligations to their 
Divine Master. Hundreds of thousands were that day congregated 
from their most northern regions to their most southern parts, and 
we are assembled with them to thank God and take courage. 

" To America, we looked with honest pride, and not there alone, 
but to Sweden, where we were told the monarch — a monarch who 
had led armies to and through the field ; felt spirits unnecessary to 
give energy to the vigorous, or bravery to the brave, and had pub- 
lished his proclamation that his subjects should abstain from bran- 
dy, which had been to them as it had been to us, not an angel of 
mercy but of death. Go to the Cape of Crood Hope ; there the 
testimony of Di;. PhiUip informs us that gin-shops no longer ex- 
ist. A vast improvement was perceptible in the morals of the 
people, and the same results were obtained which we desire to see 
accomplished here. At the Sandwich Islands, we found that when 
some recent navigators proposed to give the natives hogsheads of 
ardent spirits, the king replied, * No, we will not accept your pre- 
sent. Break your casks, and let their contents mingle with the 
green sea ; or give them, if you please, to your hogs, but they shall 
not be drunk by real men.' Such a sentiment might become the 
Sovereign who sits on our own imperial throne, and let us hope 
that it may yet be heard in our own dominions. * Give ardent 
spirits to the hogs, but they are not what ought to be. bestowed, or 
received by enlightened or real men.' Such were the encourage- 
ments from every part of the world, and under such circumstances 
as these, he, for one, was glad that they had accepted the invitation 
of their American brethren, and had assembled with them to offer 
thanks for the past, and to resolve that their future attempts should 
correspond with the greatness of the evils and die. importance of 
the cause. We felt no jealousy in reference to America ; oui 
language was the same ; our origin the same ; we sprung from 
the same parent ; our love of liberty was the same ; and our divine 
religion was the same. While^ then, our Temperance Societies, 
and Bible Societies, and Missionary Societies existed, there was a 
bond of brotherhood between America and us, which no national 
prdudice, or political intrigue, could break." 

The Hon. gentlemen concluded by proposing the following reso- 
lution : — " That this meeting view with feelings of lively interest 
the efforts made by American philanthropists, to correct the public 
opinion and practice with regard to the use of distilled spirits as a 
beverage." 

" The Bishop of Chester seconded the motion. He thought 
the term philanthropists was well applied to the resolution. Those 
were the greatest philanthropists who attempted to remove the 
greatest evils, and to introduce the greatest benefits ; but ihpy be- 
came stiU greater philanthropists when they did this by means of tho 
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boldest measures in the face of the greatest opposition. This was 
indeed a bold idea, but, like other bold measures, entered upon 
with right views and principles, it had succeeded as a measure so 
introduced and supported would, having been introduced on right 
views and principles. Therefore he called those philanthropists 
who were pursuing this course ; and he rejoiced with the honora- 
ble member who had just sat down, that England had received this 
benefit from America. It was indeed a gratifying thing for a pa- 
rent to receive a present from a distant cliild. America was a 
grown-up child, it was true, but she was such a child as England 
would not forget, and he trusted she would not forget the stock 
from whence she sprung. She had returned a benefit which some 
twenty-five years ago she received from England : she then re- 
ceived the noblest institution which he thought the world had ever 
seen — the British and Foreign Bible Society. That Society 
America borrowed from England, and now the latter borrows the 
Temperance Society from America. The Bible Society had 
taken deep root, and flourished there ; so he trusted the Tem- 
perance Societ}"^ would vegetate and prosper here, so that we might 
find the benefit we had received from America was not inferior to 
that she had received from us. This was the true intercourse 
which ought to take place between nations. This was the real 
rivalry they should exercise, and thus promote good works ; and 
he trusted those benefits would extend farther and farther, until 
they overspread the most distant nations. Sweden and Prussia 
had caught a flame which he hoped would soon spread to other 
countries, till stimulated by our example, it reached the farthest 
shores of Europe, Asia, and Africa." 

P. Crampton, Esq., Solicitor-General for Ireland, said, " On 
all occasions he felt it his duty, as he did his pride, to bear his 
testimony, however humble, and raise his voice, however feeble, in 
support of Temperance Societies, the good and holy cause in which 
they were engaged. He did Hot think it necessary, on this occa- 
sion, to enter into details ; he felt convinced himself, and he trusted 
it was the conviction of all present, that in proportion to the con- 
sumption of ardent spirits, was the amount of poverty, wretched- 
ness, crime, madness, disease, and premature death ; and to this 
he might add, would be found obstructions to the reception and 
promotion of evangelical truth. He was satisfied that every man- 
ufactory for spirits was a manufactory of poison ; that every spirit 
store was a magazine of death ; and that every person who was 
concerned in the trade of making, or buying, or selling spirits, was 
distributor of disease and death. It had been proved to a demon- 
stration, that all the natural evils to which man was subject, were 
far exceeded by those produced by intemperance. It was the great 
instrument of sin and misery ; the chief agent of the enemy of 
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souls : but the object of this Society was to banish it ; to stay the 
pestileuc^ ; and to arrest and extinguish the conflagration ; and 
could any Christian man oppose it, or connive at the existence of 
this cause of misery ? Was it not the bounden duty of every man 
who professed to be the friend of humanity, morals, and religion, 
to concur in this object and assist in this design? He felt this 
subject to be great and important, and did not hesitate to describe 
it as one of the greatest discoveries and blessings ever revealed to 
men ; and the historians of after times would do that justice to its 
progress which it would deserve." 

The attention of a great portion of the world has been aroused 
to this subject, and piultitudes have inquired with regard to ardent 
spirit, "Is it right for me to use it?" And, says a philanthrojJic 
European, " The moment a man of conscience seriously asks the 
question. Does the use of ardent spirit on the whole do good, and is 
it right for me to drink it ? the work is half done." The reasons, 
the substantial reasons are all on one side. And the great object 
is, to present those reasons, and lead all ' men, in view of endless 
being, to ask the question, each one for himself, to be decided as 
God and an enlightened conscience shall direct. Is it right far me 
to drink ardent spirit ? Two millions in our country, and multi- 
tudes in other countries, who have examined this subject, have 
answered. No. A million have united in Temperance Societies, 
and pledged themselves not to use it, or furnish it, and in all suita- 
ble ways to discountenance the use of it, throughout the community. 
The number of these societies in the United States exceeds five 
thousand, and more than twenty of them are State societies, at the 
head of which, in many cases are the first men in the community. 
More than two thousand men have ceased to make it, and more 
than six thousand have ceased to sell it. They do not believe it to 
be right, however common, or however much money they might 
make by it, to prosecute an employment so manifestly cursed of 
Grod, and so notoriously destructive to the best interests of men. 
Seven hundred vessels now float on the ocean, in which it is not 
used ; and though they visit every clime and at all seasons of the 
year, make the longest and most difficult voyages, and not unfire- 
quently circumnavigate the globe, the men are uniformly better, 
and in aU respects, than when they used it. Seventy-five out of 
ninety-seven vessels from New Bedford sail without ardent spirit. 
It has become common ; and so great is the increase of safety to 
the property in such cases, that Insurance Companies find it for 
their interest to insure those vessels that carry no spirituous liquors 
at a less premium than others. 

And says the English Temperance Magazine and Review, " We 
did hope that pur country might be the foremost to set an exam- 
ple to the world in this respect. But we have been disappointed, 
4 
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America, that country which has just sprung into existence, and 
which those who have so industriously nattered our self-love, have 
done all in their power to teach us to despise, has stepped befiore 
us. Not only are ships, which are sailed on Temperance princi- 
ples, in demand by merchants, but the rate of insurance bas been 
so much lowered on them that a merchant in Liverpool sailing a 
vessel to New York, would save a considerable sum by effecting 
the insurance in New York rather than in Liverpool ; so that the 
road of virtue is the way to wealth as well as to happiness ; and 
however grating it may be to our feeliQgs, we must follow in the 
wake of America." 

So with regard to manufacturing establishments, and other kinds 
of 4|Nroperty. Many officers of Insurance Companies and guardians 
of public interests in various departments, when men mdke appli- 
cation, now ask the question which Jefferson said he would ask 
'with regard to candidates for public office. << Do they drink ardent 
spirit ? If they do, however moderately, they find it needful to 
beware. A master of a vessel, or the owner of that, or other 
property, is not able perhaps to effect an insurance according to 
nis mind. There seems to be an unaccountable indifference, or 
an egregious excess of caution on the part of the officers and agents 
of Insurance Companies. He wonders what is the reason. 
But were his olfactory nerves unscathed, or a mirror placed before 
hiin, he would be at no loss for the reason. It is with vessels 
often, as with stages, and steam boats. When the fire and the 
tempest rage within, they are wrecked, overturned or exploded. 
The drinking driver, engineer, captain, sailor, and workman cause 
more waste of property, and more loss of life, than aU the elements 
of providence. It is a tornado within that does the mischief; and 
it needs no eagle eye to see the character, or the guilt of those 
who are instrumental in raising it ; and no spirit of prophecy to fore- 
tell that the time is at hand when no provident man will have the 
cause of it, on board his vessel. More than five thousand drunk- 
ards have also ceased to use intoxicating drinks ; and are, as 
every drunkard who adopts and pursues this course will he— sober 
men. 

There is no tendency in the government of God to make drunk- 
ards ; and it is not possible for any person who lives under it to 
become one, except through his own guilty instrumentality, or that 
of others. And even if a man has become a drunkard, and sunk 
to the lowest depths of degradation, let that man cease, by his own 
wickedness, to perpetuate that degradation, and the providence of 
God will make him sober, and will infallibly keep him sober, to 
the day of his death, on the simple condition, which we must think 
is most reasonable, that he shall just refrain from making himself, 
by his own voluntary wickedness, a drunkard. And were diere 
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no man to exert an influence for making drunkards in opposition 
to that of Grod, there never would be one. Let all men make it 
their object to imitate him, and drunkenness will cease from ^ 

under heaven. Wherever they do this, it does cease. And the 
grand instrumentality of leading drunkards to become sober men, 
is example ; united, consistent, and persevering example. This 
is indeed the grand engine for the moral renovation of the World ; 
and never has its deep and all-pervading power been more con- 
spicuously manifested than in the entire reformation of more than 
five thousand drunkards, within five years. From one hundred 
and thirty-seven towns in Maine, returns are made of four hundred 
and fifty drunkards, who are now sober men. An equal number 
in proportion to the population throughout tlie State, would mike 
more than a thousand ; and throughout the United States, more % 
than thirty thousand. Drunkards were lately thought by all, and V' , 
are by many thought now, to be beyond the reach of any moral ^«r^' 
influence. But let all sober men set an example, united, public *^ 

and persevering, which drunkai'ds may safely follow, and the 
world will be convinced of its mistake and even drunkards by 
thousands and tens of thousands not only become sober, but be led 
to glorify (Jod. 

Among the multitude' of cases, known to the Committee, they 
will mention only three. One was a man of respectable employ- 
ment, character and property, with an amiable and intelligent wife, 
and a number of lovely children. He became a drunkard, lost his 
property, and sunk to the lowest depths of inebriety and debase- 
ment. The family experienced aU the heart breaking evils com- 
mon in such cases ; and some that were very peculiar. For more 
than ten years, they struggled hard amidst an almost unheard of 
complication of trials, till the case appeared^to be hopeless ; when 
after many fruitless removes from place to place, and changes of 
many kinds, they removed about thirty miles into a neighbourhood, 
in which no individual sold ardent spirit, and no one drank it. 
And when this solitary drunkard looked around and saw not an 
individual, who would touch the drunkard's poison, except himself, 
and all were far happier than he, he said, what thousands of drunkr 
ards under similar circumstances would say, " If other people can 
do without, I can." He had no idea of being singular and sustain- 
ing all the odium of drunkard making, and drunkenness alone. 
He resolved to be like other people. And when our Secretary 
saw him, he had taken nothing that intoxicates for three years ; 
was a respectable man, and his family were in comfortable circum- 
stances. " That " said a gentleman of his acquaintance, " is one 
of the trophies of the Temperance Reformation. For ten years 
not a woman in the United States perhaps suflered more than that 
woman ; but for three years, her house has been the abode of 
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peace and joy." But, says one, '* I don't believe a drunkard 
was ever reformed. I have seen such cases, where they have 
broken off for a time, but they have allgone back, and have gene- 
rally become worse than before." That many who for a time 
break off, go back, there is no doubt. But why do they go back ? 
Because some sober men set them the example of using that which 
carries them back ; and some perhaps urge them to use it, or for 
a mere pittance of worldly gain, will sell it to them, and thus en- 
tice them to do, what no drunkard can do and reform, drink the 
drunkard's poison. Such men are their destroyers. Every 
drunkard will live and die a sober man, if he drinks nothing thitt 
intoxicates ; but, if he uses distilled, or fermented liquors, he must 
expect to die a drunkard. And those who by example or busi- 
ness are accessory to his use of it, are sharers in his guilt ; and 
will unless they repent be partakers in his plagues. But the idea 
that drunkards in great numbers will not be radically and perma- 
nently reformed, if sober men will set them an example, which 
they may safely follow, is entirely without foundation, and contrary 
to conclusive evidence. 

A gentleman in one of our cities accosted our Secretary, as he 
was walking in the streets, and said, " There is one thing, which, 
as you go about the country, and speak oA the subject of Tempe- 
rance, I wish you to impress particularly on the minds of sober 
men. They must set an example, whicfh drunkards may safely 
follow ; and if they will do that, and not avoid the drunkard, or 
pass him by and neglect him, but go to him, and treat him kindly, 
and say. Come now, though you are wretched, and your family are 
wretched, and while you continue your present course you never 
can be any better, yet you are not lost. Break off the use of spirit, 
and you will find many that are ready to help you. They often 
think they are lost, and that if they should reform nobody would ever 
care for them, and they never could be any thing. I know how 
they feel, I have had full experience. And it will affect them ex- 
ceedingly, to find that they have friends, and that people feel kind 
toward them, and wish to help them. There is another thing. 
I want to have it impressed on their minds, that they may break 
off entirely, and at once, and' it will not kill them. They often 
think that should they break off suddenly it will kill them and the 
devil tries to have them think so, and it is the doctrine of some 
people. But without the least danger they may break off at once. 
And there is no other way. If sober men will all set them the ex- 
ample, treat them kindly, and as they break off help them into 
business, it will be the salvation of thouisands. I hope sir, you 
will bear this in mind. The Lord bless you, in your great and 
good work. Good bye." To be thus accosted by a stranger 
awakened a desire to know who and what he was. Meetmg a 
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merchant, the Secretary made the inquiry. " Oh," (said the 

merchant,) " his name is — ' . He used to be picked up in the 

street here, and carried home a number of times in the week, 

drunk. He is now the Cashier of Bank, a very respectable 

and most excellent man." His employment is of course sufficient 
evidence of his entire reformation. And of the correctness of his 
views on this subject we have a most striking « exhibition in the fol- 
lowing facts. 

As our Secretary was passing in the public stage from Baltimore 
to Washington, a genteel looking stranger accosted him, saying, 
" How does the Temperance cause prosper now? " "It goes well," 
said the Secretary, " where they do the needful work ; but it will 
not go in any place without labor." " It is making great progress," .?a 
said the stranger, " in our part of the country. It is most sur- 
prizing what it is doing. It is saving many, even of the drunkards. 
There was a case of a man in my employment that has inter- 
ested me very much. He is a mechanic, of the first order ; was 
married into a respectable family, and was once a man of pro- 
perty. But he lost it, and became a drunkard. He had a large 
family of sons and daughters. His wife struggled long and hard 
to support them, and sustain the family. But it was too much ; 
she sunk under it. For more than a year she had been confined 
to her room, the greater part of the time to^er bed ; and was 
evidently sinking to the grave. Not un frequently they were en- 
tirely destitute of provision ; and what was earned by the father 
and sons was expended for liquor ; till they sunk so low that no- 
body would trust them. His boys seemed to be stupid, and to 
have in a measure lost their minds by dissipation. They would 
undertake a job of work as quick for a shilling, as they Would fo|r 
a dollar; They seemed hardly to know the difference, and when 
they got it, they would spend a dollar for spirit, as quick as a shil- 
ling. They sometimies worked in the factory ; but they were so 
stupid, that the overseer would not trust them to mend- a band or 
oil a gudgeon, or do any such thing. You could pi:4 no confidence, 
in them. And the mother being sick and no one to take care of 
any thing, they were most wretched — and seemed to have no re- 
solution, or desire to do ahy thing, except just to get the means of 
intoxication. I met the doctor one day, as he came from the 
housp, and I asked him, ' What is the matter of that woman ? ' and 
he said, * Nothing. She has no disease upon her. It is trouble, 
nothing but trouble, and their destitute wretched condition. And 
that will sink her to the grave, if she cannot be relieWd.* So I 
thought of it, and resolved that I would make one more effort to 
save them. I knew that in my business there was hardly a man 
in the country that would do better than he, if he would only keep 
sober. One day I went to bim, when he was sober ; and I told 
4* 6 
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him, You know that you are wretched, and your family are' 
wretched. Your wife is sick, and will no doubt die if she cannot 
get relief. And the great cause is trouble. And you never can 
be in any better condition unless you break off entirely the use of 
spirit. If you will do that, I will take you and your boys into my 
employ. I will give you so much and pay you every week, and 
in such a time I will raise your wages, x qu may yet be a re- 
spectable man, and support your family weU, and be comfortable. 
Dui it is all on the condition that you do not drink mtoxicating 
liquor. If you do, I will have nothing more to do with you ; you 
know I don t have it in my establishment. The man thought of it 
and he seemed to be afiected. I treated him very kindly. He 
finally said he would do it ; and came to the resolution that he 
would break off that very day. The next day he went to work, 
and did very well about a month. His boys too began to im- 
prove ; they treated him more respectfuUy, and were more kind 
to one another. But at the close of the month he came to me 
and said he could not get along ; his creditors were calling upon 
him every day, and he could not pay them and support his fam- 
ily. It was a gone case with him, and he had as good give up 
first as last. His creditors, you see, whom he owed for spirit, and 
who before could not get their pay, as he had gone to work and 
was earning som^ing, thought that now was their time to get 
their money, and uey were constantly calling upon him. I told 
him. Never mind, keep to work, you are doing well. I will raise 
your wages. And when your creditors call, send them to me ; I 
will take care of them. And he again went to work. They sooa 
began to have things more comfortable in their family, the mother 
began to get better ; and the boys did improve most wonderfully. 
They began to feel that they had some character, and being better 
fed, and clothed, and treated with attention, it had a wonderful 
effect upon them. The family were soon clad so as to attend 
public worship ; the children were fitted out to the sabbath schools, 
and the younger ones sent to school during the week. I went to 
the bouse last autumn and found it well stored with provisions ; 
they had a large pile of wood, enough to last through the winter ; 
the aK)ther was about the house well, and you can't think what a 
change tliere Was in the appearance of things. The father and 
mother, and one of the sons have become hopefully pious, and are 
members of the Church. One of the sons a few days ago bought 
his time of his father, till he is twenty-one, and gave him three hundred 
and fifty dMIars. And if he continues as he is now doing, he will 
earn the money, support himself, and gain several hundred dollars 
beside. And these boys, which were so stupid that they could 
hardly do any thing, are now among the most active, ingenious and* 
enterprising youth 1 ever saw ; they can do almost any thing. ] 
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have a case of a few little things in my pocket, which they have 
manufactured. , See there," (snowing a number of implements, 
which they had wrought of the most beautiful prop(»rtions, and ex- 
quisite workmanship^ " those are wholly of their own manufacture. 
And I have paid their father already, for his labor and theirs, the 
present year, between thirteen and fourteen hundred dollars. Oh, 
this Temperance Reformation is one of the noblest things in the 
world." Our Secretary, on hearing this, could not but advert to 
the declarations of the Cashier referred to — " Treat them kindly, 
and tell them to break off now entirely and we will help you. Oh I 
it will he like life from the dead to them. And they may break 
off at once, it will not kill them. There is no other way." All 
experience testifies, and the Committee, had they the power, would 
echo the declaration round the globe, " There is no other way." 
And though there be other ways that seem right to some men, the 
end thereof are the ways of death. That man, and thousands of 
others like him, through grace are now safe, on one condition, viz. 
that they continue not to take any intoxicating drink. But if they 
drink any quantity of any thing that intoxicates, they may expect 
to die drunkards. And the use of these drinks by sober men, will 
make multitudes of them drunkards, and roll the burning, deso- 
ladng curse over future generations. It is to prevent this, to save 
all that can be saved of the drunkards, and pour the tide of life, 
light and joy^ over their families ; and to prevent all youth, and 
sober men, from becoming drunkards, or engulphing any more 
families in the fathomless abyss of the drunkard's woes, that the 
Committee began, have prosecuted, and intend perseveringly to 
continue their arduous labors. It is for the purpose of saving 
unborn millions, from becoming, through their own guilty instru- 
mentality, and that of others, intemperate ; and entailing its curses * 
to endless ages. It is for this purpose that they labor, by light and 
love, to convince the understanding and impress the hearts of all, 
that to drink ardent spirit, or to furnish it as a drink for others, is 
sin. And it having been decided, by a court from which there is 
no appeal, that the wages of sin is death, they would continue 
earnestly to beseech all men, for their own sakes, and especially 
for the sake of others, entirely and forever to renounce it. ^d 
the immutable and eternal principles of the divine government, the 
explicit, unerring declarations of the divine word, and the mighty 
and august developments of divine providence, all ensure ultimate, 
universal, and triumphant success. 
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LAWS 
WmCH AUTHORISE THE TRAFnC IN ARDENT SPIRIT AS A 

DRINK, MORALLY WRONG. 



The American Temperance Society, at the commencement, 
took the ground that to drink ardent spirit Is maraUy wrong; and 
in their Reports they have exhibited the reasons which demon- 
strate its truth. Millions in this country have embraced this truth, 
and are now acting under its influence. Its influence has also 
been extended to other countries, and great numbers in foreign 
lands are imitating our example. 

The next position taken by the Society, was, that it is wicked to 
make ardent spirit, or to furnish it to be drunk by others. This 
too they accompanied by legitimate and abundant proof; and it has 
been embraced ; as whole counties in which it is now a violation 
even of human law to sell it, and of a thousand churches in which 
there is not a man who prosecutes the business, and thousands of 
other churches that are struggling to throw off the mighty incubus, 
abundantly testify. It is shown also by the existence of more 
than six thousand Temperance Societies, embracing more than a 
million of members ; pledged to abstain from the drinking of ardent 
spirit, and from the traffic in it, and also to use all suitable means 
to cause this to become universal. The means by which such a 
result may be expected, is the universal conviction that the drinking 
of ardent spirit, or the furnishing it to be drunk by others, is siji ; 
an offence against God, and injurious to the temporal and eternal in- 
terests of men. Whatever tends to produce this conviction, tends 
to promote the Temperance Reformadon ; and whatever tends to 
prevent the one, tends to hinder the other. Perhaps nothing now 
stands more in the way of producing this conviction, and causing it 
to become universal, than the fact, that the traffic in ardent spirit 
is authorised by law ; and thus receives the sanction and support 
of legislation. This is a public testimony to the world that the 
sale of ardent spirit, and of course the drinking of it, are right ; a 
fundamental and fatal error, destructive in its effects to the life that 
now is, and to that which is to come. The next thing to be ac- 
complished therefore, is, by the universal diffusion of information 
and the exertion of kind moral influence, to produce throughout 
the community, the conviction, that the laws which authorise the 
traffic in ardent spirit as a drink, by licensing men to pursue it, are 
morally wrong ; opposed in their influence to the laws of God; 
and that the public good, instead of requiring that some rnen should 
sell ardent spirit, utterly forbids that this should be done by any ; 
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and that do men or body of men who understand, or have the 
means of understanding this subject, can be instrumental in making 
such laws without the commission of sin. And as such laws are 
morally wrong, they never can be politically right, or beneficial, or 
expedient. While Jehovah lives, righteousness, and that alone will 
exalt a nation ; sin in any form, and especially if sanctioned by law 
will be a reproach, and a nuisance to any people. That this is 
plainly and strongly the case with the traffic in ardent spirit, and that 
the laws which authorise it are morally wrong, and in their influ- 
ence opposed to the will of God is manifest from the following 
considerations, viz : 

I. Ardent spirit is a poison, and the drinking of it is not needful, 
or beneficial to men. Even the moderate use of it is positively 
hurtful; and is a violation of the laws of health, and of life. Of 
course no man has a natural right to furnish it; or to wish for 
laws which shaU authorise him to do it. And no man acquainted 
with the subject can be mstrumental in making laws which shall 
authorise others to do it, even in a savage state, without guilt. Such 
laws would legalize sin, and violate the law of God. 

II. No man acquires a right to make such laws by entering into 
society ; and no body of men by the establishment of civil govern- 
ment. The only legitimate object of government is to protect, 
and to benefit the community, it has no right, any more than in- 
dividuals, to injure that community : or to pass laws which autho- 
rise others to do it. And if it does, it violates the divine will ; and 
the individuals who compose it, will, at the divine tribunal, and 
ought at the bar of public opinion, to be held responsible for the 
effects. The personal responsibility of each individual for the in- 
fluence which he exerts, is in no case merged in the general mass; 
or swallowed up and lost in the responsibility of the body. Each 
one is bound by obligations which he can never throw off, in what- 
ever situation or capacity he may act, to honor God, and do the 
greatest good of which he is capable to mankind. In no case has 
he a right to injure others or be instrumental in making laws which 
will authorise them to do it. It would be having a right to do 
wrong, which carries on its face evidence of falsehood. 

ni. The authorising of men by law to traffic in ardent spirit as 
a drink, is inconsistent with the temperance of the community* 
Temperance is the moderate and proper use of things beneficial, 
and it is abstinence from things hurtful. Ardent spirit being one 
of the hurtful things, temperance with regard to this, is abstinence, 
perpetual, entire, universal abstinence. But by authorizing men to 
sell it, and professing to do this for the public good, legislators de- 
clare that to buy and drink it is right, and useful. This is not 
only false, but promotes intemperance. To use a thing which is in 
its nature hurtiul is intemperance, no less really than to use a ben^ 
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' eficial thing to excess ; and is often more 'injurious ; especial^ 
when the use of it, as in the case of ardent spirit, even m $ma& 

Suantities, tends to a constant increase. To teach the doctgjpe 
len by legislation, that it is right to drink it, in any quantity, is to 
J)romote intemperance ; to inculcate a doctrine which tends to 
brm intemperate appetites, and which lies at the foundation of a 
» great portion of all the drunkenness in the world. It does im- 
mense injury in another way, by increasing the difficulty of con- 
vincing men that to drink ardent spirit, or to furnish it to be drunk 
by otliers, is sin. Many see no difference between what is legal, ,, 
and what is right. With them, the standard of right and wrong is 
human law. If a thing is legal and they wish to do it they take it 
for granted that it is right. Show that it dishonors God, and de- 
stroys men, and is therefore wrong, they meet you with the facij^ 
that it is legal, and therefore conclude that it is right ; and thus they ' 
ward off the conviction, which they would otherwise feel, of its 
enormous wickedness and guilt. They teU you that it is allowed 
by law ; that they have gotten a license and paid for it; that this is 
a land of liberty; and begin to clamor about tlieir rights to increase 
the taxes, demoralize the character, destroy the health,' shorten the 
lives, and ruin the souls of men ; or else, which is more common, 
contend in opposition to facts that their business does not do this. 
" If it did," say they, " legislators would not license it. They 
know what is right, and as they have made laws, authorizing it, 
and as they expressly say, for the public good, it is right, legally, 
and morally right for us to continue to sell it,— all its consequences* " 
which they acknowledge are tremendous, " and all that temperance 
people say to the contrary notwithstanding," This, were legisla- 
tors right in authorising the traffic, would be true ; and it would 
present a barrier to the triumph of Temperance, which would be 
absolutely and forever impregnable ; and it would roll the burning 
current of desolation and death over man to all future generations. 
And the fact that l^islators, as well as rum-seUers and rum drink- 
ers act as if it were right, and as if the public good required that 
some men should continue the traffic, presents one of the greatest 
obstacles to the progress of the Temperance Reform. It prevents 
in the minds of thousands, the conviction of the demoralizing char- 
acter, the deadly effects, the enormous injustice, the gross oppres- 
siQD, the high handed immorality, and the tremendous guilt oi that 
desolating traffic. Were it not for the rvnparts which legislation 
has thrown around it, the pressure of public indignation, as light 
and virtue increase, and facts are developed, would sweep it away ; 
or sink it into the abyss from which its fires, smoke, and stench, 
would no more escape to annoy and desolate the earth. 

IV. Laws which aut|iorise the licensing of men to traffic in 
ardent spirit, violate the first principles of political economy, and 
are highly injurious to the wealth of a nation. 
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Tlie wealth of action consists of the wealth of all the individu* 
als that compose it. The sources of wealth are labor, land, and 
capital. The last is indeed the product of the two former ; but as 
itfoay be used to increase their value, it is considered by writers 
on political economy, as one of the original sources of national 
wealth. Whatever lessens either of these, or tlieir productiveness 
when employed upon each other, lessens the wealth of the coun- 
try. Capital may be employed in two ways ; either to produce 
new capital, or merely to afford gratification, and in the production 
of that gratification be consumed, without replacing its value. The 
first may be called capital, and the last expenditure. These will 
of course bear inverse proportions to each other. If the first be 
large, the last must be smaD, and vice versa. Without any chaDge 
of the amount of wealth, capital will be increased by the lessening 
of expenditure, and lessened by the increase of expenditure. Al- 
though the manner of dividing' makes no difference with the pres- 
ent amount of national wealth, it makes a great difference with the 
future amount ; as it alters materially the sources of producing it, 
the means of an equal, or increased reproduction. 

For instance, a man fond of noise and excited agreeably by the 
hearing of it, pays a dollar for gunpowder, and touches fire lo it. 
He occasions an entire k>ss of thsit amount of property. Although 
the powder maker and the merchant, may both have received their 
pay, if it has not benefited the man, to him it has been a total loss ; 
and if the sale of it was no more profitable than would have been 
the sale of some usefi^ article, it has been an entire loss to the 
community. And if by the explosion the man is burnt, partially 
loses his reason, is taken off for a time from business, and confined 
by sickness to his bed, must have nurses, physicians, &lc. the loss 
is still increased. And if 'he never recovers fully his health, or 
reason, suffers in his social affections and moral sensibility, becomes 
less faithful in the education of his children,- and they are more ex- 
posed to temptation and ruin, and he is never again as able or 
willing to be habitually employed in productive labor, the nation 
loses equal to the amount ot all these put together. And if his ex- 
ample leads other men to spend, and to suffer in the same way, 
the loss is still farther mcreased ; and so on, through all its effects. 

And even though the powder maker and the merchant have 
made enormous profit, this does not prevent the loss to the c(»q- '■ 
m unity ; any more than jhe enormous profit of lottery gamblers, or ' 
counterfeiters of the public coin, prevents loss to the community. 
Nor does it meet the case, to say that the property only changes 
hands. This is not true. The man who sold the powder made a 
profit of only a part even of the money which the other man paid 
for it ; while he lost not only the whole, but vastly more. The 
whole of the original cost was only a small part of the loss to the 
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buyer, and to the natbn. The merchaot gailMd Dotibuig of^^be 
time, and other numerous expences, which the buyer lost ; nor 
does he in any way remunerate the community for that loss. 

Suppose that man, instead of buying tlie powder, had bougfa||^ 
pair 01 shoes ; and that the tanner and the shoemaker had gained 
in this case, what the powder-maker and the merchant gained in 
the other ; and that by the use of the shoes, though they were 
finally worn out, the man gained twice as much as he gave for 
them ; without any loss of health, or reason, social affection, or 
moral susceptibility; and witliout any of the consequent eviUP^ 
Who cannot see that it would have increased his wealth, and that of 
the nadon, without injury to any, and have promoted the benefit 
of A 

. > ' Tbis illustrates the principle with regard to ardent spirit. A man . 
' hnigs a quantity of it, and drmks it ; when he would be, as is ib^j^ 
. Cise with every man, in all respects better without it. It is to him* 
'•n^ entire loss. The merchant may have made a profit of one 
-MMrter of the cost, but the buyer loses the whole ; and he loses 
toe* time employed in obtaining and drinking it. He loses also, 
and the commum^ loses, equd to all its deteriorating effects upon 
his body and mind, his children, and all who come under his in- 
fluence. His land becomes less productive. The capital of course 
produced by his land and labor is diminished ; and thus the means 
are diminished of future reproduction. And by the increase of ex- 
penditure in proportion to the capital, it is still farther diminished, 
till to meet the incrqasingly disproportionate^pences, the whole is 
often taken, and the means of future reproduction are entirely ex- 
hausted. Andas there is no seed to sow, there is of course no tu- 
ture harvest. This is but a simple history of what is taking place in 
thousands of cases continually ; and of f(bat is the tendency of the 
trafi!c in ardent spirit, from beginning to end. It lessens the pro- 
ductiveness of land and labor, and of course diminishes the afnount 
of capital; while i% proportion, it • increases the expenditure, and 
thus in both ways is constantly exhausting the means of future re- 
production. And this is its tendency, in all its bearings, in propor- 
tion to the quantity used, firom the man who takes only his glass, 
to the man who tsikes his quart a day. It is a palpable and gross 
violation of all corre^ principles of political economy ; and from be- 

T^gpning to end, tends to diminish all the sources of national wealth. 
»>' "Oh," said a merchant in a large counmy store, " it is a horri- 
ble business. When I set up my store at this comer, there were 
within a mile, a great number of able, thriving farmers ; but now 
about half of them are ruined ; and many of tnem were ruined at 
my store. And there is not a store in the country that sells ardent 
spirit, but what tends to produce similar results. Oh, it is a hor- 
rible business." And are not the laws which sanction it horrible 

4 * 
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laws ? Do theytot tend by their whole influence to render the 
businesi respectable, to perpetuate it, and permanently to produce 
|uch results r results none die less horrible because produced ac- 
'Vording to law ; and which stamp the law that sanctions the busd- 
ness which produces them, with the^ dark, deep and indelible im-» 
press of vice ? 

Nor was it by any means the greatest of the evils, that those 
farmers were ruined. In many cases too, their children were ru- * 
ined ; and the community was deprived of the benefits which they . 
might otherwise have conferred upon it. Nor was this all, but 
many of thena were thrown as a public burden into the alms-house, 
to be supported by a tax on fiie sober and industrious. Anpther 
part were corrupting the children and youth, and demoralid% so- 
ciety by the influence of their loathsome and pestiferous eiamplakf ; 
Was not that merchant then j)rosecuting a business which, tQim4 
the community, was palpably unjust ? And are not the ]awf ' 
which sanction it, equally unjust ^ What moral right ktve leMtf 
tors to pass laws, which enable men legally to injure their wfiSw 
men, to increase their taxes, and expose their children to drunken- 
ness and ruin ? 

4 

And what was the effect ultimately on the merchant himself? 
We say ultimately ; because it does not follow, even if he for a 
time increased his profits by selling spirit, that it would ultimately 
promote his benefit. A passer of counterfeit money, may i$ome- 
timeg increase his present profit; but it' does not follow that it wft 
ultimately promote^||g[i his pecuniary interest. 

The permanent, valuable customers of that merchant, were Qonr* 
stantly diminishing, as their ability was diminishing to purchase his t^ 
goods, or to pay for them, Thefr farms were growing up. to briar& 
and tliorns, the enclosureiwere falling down ; their buildings were in 
rum, their implements of husbandry scattered, op#vornout; their chil- 
dren were at the grogshop or the scene of revelry and dissipation, 
and their whole interest was \<^ering under Ihe indignation of the 
Almighty. Of course, should they buy they had next to nothing 
with which to pay. Many died insolvent, and the merchant not 
unfrequendy lost in bad debts from his rum customers more than 
his profits. And as the value of property around him diminished, 
as is generally the case around those death-fountains, the valucL^ 
his custom diminished. ;^ > 

Said another merchant, who has made a great estate, but nevt^ 
sold a drop of spu-it, ** When you shut up a grogshop, or tear if . 
down and build on the spot a respectable store, it is surprising 
how rapidly property in the neighborhood begins immediately to 
rise." 

Suppose that the merchant first referred to had sold only to pro- 
ductive consumers; and such articles, as in the consumption 
5 7 ♦• 
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would more than have replaced their value ; as was the case with 
the shoes, as is the case with needful clothing, provisions, and other 
useful things. The property of the farmers would have been con-^ 
stantly increasing, and of course the value of their custom to the 
merchant, and of their wealth to the community. Their children 
with increased advantages, might mcH'e than have filled the place of 
their fathers, and thus, without injury to any, the good of all been 
promoted. The enormous taxes, for the support of paupers, and 
the prosecution of criminals, with which the community were bur- i 
dened, might have been prevented ; and also the peculiar expo- 
sure of the rising generation to drunkenness, death and hell.* 

So with all farmers and all merchants, and all other classes of 
men throughout the country. The traffic in ardent spirit is a curse 
to the whole conmiunity ; a cancer on the vitals of all the sources 
of national wealth. Even if the present profits of those who sell 
to unproductive consumers were more, vastly more than those who 
^11 only to'productive consumers, as the property of their custom- 
ers diminishes, and of course their ability to purchase, their future 
profits must be Iqss. On the other hand, the ability of productive 
consumers, who replace what they consume with something of 
greater value, constantly increases ; and of course their value as 
customers. They can purchase next year, not only as much as 
they have purchased this, but more ; equal to the value of the addi- 
tion which they have acquired, or a proportion of it. And thus 
what they consume becomes a source continually of increased re- 
production, not only to them, but to the natioA.f 

On the other hand, what is consumed but not replaced by some- 
thing of a greater, or an equal value, is ultimately lost — and is, to 
that amount, a loss to the country. Whltever causes an increase 
of unproductive consumption therefore, causes a decrease of na- 
tional wealth. And this evil attaches in a high degree and to an 
enormous extent, to the traffic in |u:dent spirit. If the property 
which the consumers*pay were burnt, all would acknowledge it to 
be a total loss ; though the merchant and the distiller and the grain 
grower might all have received their pay. But it would in that case 
be a loss vastly less than it is now. It is now not only an entire loss, 
but it diminishes, as we have seen, beyond almost any thing else 
tbf sources and the power of future reproduction. It is therefore 
ifjfit only a source of great present loss, but also a prevention of vast 
future gain. It diminishes in both ways, the wealth of the nation, 
and to an amount, equal, 

1 . To the whole sum which consumers pay for ardent spirit ; 
estimated bjrthose who are best acquainted with the subject at about 
$50,000,000 annually. 

* Appendix £. t Appwdix F. 
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2. The loss rf all the time which it occasions. 

3. The diminished productiveness of land, lahor and capital. 

4. The loss of health and reason ; and all the expenditures which 
it occasions. 

5. The cost of supporting the paupers, and prosecuting the crim- 
inals occasioned by it. 

6. The property lost in consequence of it by casualties on the 
land and on the ocean. 

7. The shortenmg of human life and the consequent loss of hu- 
man labor ; amounting in all, as all acquainted with the subject 
admit, to a sum much greater than the cost of the liquor. One 
hundred million dollars a year is a sum far less than is lost to the 
United States by this destructive traffic. And yet this, and the 
dimmution of future gain which it occasions, would in one genera- 
tion amount to a sum greater than the present value of all tiie real 
estate in the country. And this loss, to a vast extent, is borne by 
those who are least able to bear it, the laboring classes of the 
community. It may not be amiss to advert for a moment to the 
beneficial uses to which this money might be applied ; uses bene- 
ficial to the individuals, and to the nation. It would purchase 

4,000,000 sheep at $2,60 each - - $10,000,000 

400,000 head of cattie at $25 each - - 10,000,000 

200,000 cows at$ 20 each - . - 4,000,000 

40,000 horses at $100 each - - - 4,000,000 

600,000 suit of men's clothes at $20 - 10,000,000 

1,000,000 boys' da. at $10 - - - - 10,000,000 

500,000 womens^ do. at $10 - - - - 6,000,000 

1,000,000 girls' do. at $3 - - - - 3,000,000 

1,200,000 barrels of flour at $5 - . . 6,000,000 

800,000 do. beef at $10 - - - - 8,000,000 

800,000 do. pork at $12,50 - - . . 10,000,000 

3,000,000 bushels of corn 60 cts. - - - 1,600,000 

2,000,000 do. potatoes at 25 cts. - - - 500,000 

10,000,000 lbs. sugar at 10 cts. - - - 1,000,000 

400,000 do. rice at 6 cts. - - - - 200,000 

and 2,000,000 gallons of molasses at 40 cts. a gallon - 800,000 

It would also build, 
1000 churches at $5,000 each - . - $6,000,P00 

support 2000 ministers of the gospel, at $600 each 1,000,000 
build 8,000 school bouses, at $500 - - - 4,000,000 
furnish 600,000 newspapers at $200 - - 1,000,000 

and establish 6,000 parish libraries at $600 each, 3,000,000 

— and all in a single year. This might be repeated, year after 
year, making in one generation of thirty years, thirty times the 
above amount. 
Who then in our land need to be poor, or wretched ? And what 
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need to hinder this land, as soon as its p(»idation migbi wish, firom 
becoming Immanuel's land ; its peace flowing as a river, and its 
righteousness and blessmgs as the waves of the sea ? 

But the loss of property, great as it is, and enough to stamp tha 
laws which authorise the business that occasions it, with everlast- 
ing execration, is stiU among the least of its evils. 

V . The traffic in ardent spirit as a drink impairs the health of 
the nation. Healtli depends on one great law ; viz. The actioQ of 
certain agents, upon their appropriate organs in the human body , 
which agents and organs, " the product of the Divine hand," are 
so perfectly adapted one to the other, that in view of aU their con- 
sequences to endless being, their author himself pronounced them 
to be, " very good ;" perfect, good enough to satisfy the mind of 
Jehovah. Light, for instance, was made for the eye ; air for the 
lungs ; and food, nourishing food and drink, fcMr the digestive or- 
gans ; causing by their operations tlie functions of vision, respiration, 
nutrition, and the various movements on which health and life de- 
pend. But for what organ in the human body was ardent spirit 
made ? There is none. 

What organ in the human body needs its stimulus in order to 
perform in the most perfect manner, healthy action ? There is 
none. What gland can extract from it the least portion of nutri- 
ment, or any thing which can contribute to health, or be in any- 
way useful in the animal economy ? There is none. The anatom- 
ist, the physiologist, the chemist and the physician examine with 
the minutest care every part throughout the whole body, and thejr 
can find none. God has made none, and there is none. Nor is 
there an organ whose healthy action is not disturbed by ardent 
spirit ; and which does not mstinctively reject it. The blood by its 
circulation conveys to each part of the body the materials of which 
it is composed, while each organ by its Creator is endowed with 
the power of selecting from the mass what it needs for nourish^ 
ment, and the performance of its appropriate functions, and of re- 
jecting the refuse to be thrown out of the system. " The blood is 
therefore a sort of common carrier, conveying from part to part 
what is entrusted to it, for the common benefit." When obliged 
to carry spirit, it presents it on its way, as it does other tnaterials, 
to each organ ; and each starts with mighty effort, not to welcome 
and receive, but to repel it. And if not crippled by the overpow- 
ering force of tlie enemy, it succeeds ; and rejected, not suffered 
to stop, because it is worthless, the carrier, though vexed with its 
burden, is obliged to take it on to the next ; rejected by that, it 
must carry it on, till, rejected by all as a common nuisance, " it is 
seized upon by the emunctories, the scavengers of the system, and 
unceremoniously excluded." This is not for any want of kindness 
in the system toward friends, but because ardent qpirit is an enemy 
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a mortal enemy. It would be treason to harbor it, and suicide 
to use it. Nature, through unerring laws stamped by the Di- 
vine hand, true to herself and her Grod, is incapable of such an 
offence ; and till poisoned and perverted by the enemy, will never 
submit to it. On every organ it touches, spirit is a poison ; and as 
such it is chased from organ to organ, marking its course with irregu- 
larity of action, and disturbance oi function ; exciting throughout the 
system a war of extermination, till the last remnant of the intruder 
is expelled from the territory. Till vital power is prostrated the 
enemy can never have a lodgment. And if, through decay of or- 
ganic vigor, by the mighty force of the intruder, or the long con- 
tinuance of the war, and by perpetual successions of new recruits, 
it cannot be expelled, the work of death is done ; the last citadel 
of life surrenders, and the banner of universal ruin waves over all. 
Thousands of such conquests are made every year, and of territo- 
ries more valuable than all the material wealth oi creation. Before, 
the prospect was like Eden ; and after, a land of sepulchres, with 
uncovered, putrid carcasses of drunkards, sending up in clouds 
their poisonous exhalation, wafting contagion and death through the 
land. 

To sanction by law the recruiting and equipping of such an ene- 
my, and the sending of him out to desolate the fairest portion of 
God's heritage, is an outrage upon all principles, not only of pa- 
triotism, but of humanity, which bids defiance to parallel in the 
history of legislation. It is an outrage almost too gross for sober 
consultation. It wduld seem to be hardly possible, in view of its 
fruits, that it should be tolerated, we will not isay in any christian, 
but in any civilized State. Even paganism, under the first rays of 
civilization, has almost instinctively denounced it.* And were it 
not for the pestilential moral atmosphere which it produces, and 
the deteriorating and stupifying effects whicjj that atmosphere 
occasions, its continuance would seem to be hardly possible ; or 
its removal need any thing more than its own doings. 

It is now known from Ae evidence of facts, that more than one 
in ten over wide regions of country, who have used ardent spirit, 
and more than one in five who have mixed and sold it, have, them- 
selves, become drunkards, and so wicked as often not to live out 
half their days. It is known also from the highest and most abun- 
dant medicaJ authority, that more than one in five of the men \rfio 
have habitually used it, have been killed by it ; and that multitudes 
who were never intoxicated, and never thought in time past to be 
intemperate, by the habit of using it, even moderately, have short- 
ened life many years ; and that it tends in its whole influence from 
beginning to end, to induce and aggravate disease, and to bring all 

♦ Appendix G. 
5* 
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who drink it to a premature srave. There is no reason to doubt, 
that of the ]ast generation in me United States, it cut off more than 
thirty million years of human probation, and ushered more thaa a 
miUion of persons, uncalled, into the presence of God. 

The last year its deadly influence has been stiU more strongly 
marked, especially over those regions which have been visited by 
the Cholera. In the city of Albany, with a population of about 
twenty-five thousand, of whom three hundred and thirty-six, over 
sixteen years of age, died of the Cholera, of the five thousand 
members of Temperance Societies there were only two deaths ; 
showing that such persons were not one fortieth part as liable to 
death, by diat disease, as other persons. Of the rest of the p<Wi- 
lation one in sixty died, while oi the members of Temperance So- 
cieties, only one in twenty-five hundred. 

Of about six hundred who were brought to the Park Hospital in 
tlie city of New York, but about one in five called themselves 
even temperate drinkers. And many of them, after they recover- 
ed, were soon intoxicated. The number was extremely smaU, 
who died of that disease, who had not for two years used ar- 
dent spirit. Some such cases there were ; but they were strongly 
marked exceptions to the general rule. Said a distinguished gen- 
tleman in that city, after paying special attention to this subject, 
" facts abundandy authorise the conclusion, that had it not been 
for the sale and use of spirit, there had not been Cholera enough 
in the city of New York to have caused the cessation of busmess 
for a single day." 

And says another gentleman of that city, " a quantity of spirit 
was taken from a certain store in the morning, and distributed to 
a number of grogshops. In the evening the workmen assembled 
and received their accustomed quantity. The next morning one 
. and another, and another were carried by my door to the hospital, 
and in the afternoon were taken to the Potters Field. And so from 
day to day, disease and death followed round after ardent spirit, 
seizing upon those who drank it, and hurrying them to destruction, 
till so obvious and striking was the connection, that some even of 
the sellers, seared as were their consciences, said. This will never 
do ; the way from the grogshop to hell is too short ;" and aban- 
. doned the business. Others shut up their shops and fled, " In my 
neighborhood," says another gentleman, " there was not a retailer 
left ; they were actually afraid to encounter the dangers of their 
own business." It made the arrows of death fly so thickly aroui^d 
them, that they dare not risk it. Had they been sure that those 
arrows would strike only their neighbors, they might have been 
willing to stay and drive the business. But when there was dan- 
ger that the shafts from their engines of death would strike them- 
selves, they closed their doors and fled. How many lives had 
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been spared, how many families saved from ruin, and how many 
evils averted from the communiQr, had they never returned, and 
their clu^era manufactories remained closed forever. 

How many who were consigned the last summer to sui untimely 
grave, and we fear to a miserable eternity, had now been in the 
land of the living, and prisoners of hope, had none been found 
reckless enough to keep such establishments open. But some 
there were who professed to be friends of humanity, who continued 
with a steady hand to deal out the poison. And as their customers 
might not live to come again, they sold them instantly, on the spot, 
what they would buy. When the husband fell, and the children 
were seized, they sold his widow the cause of death ; and when 
the neighb(Mrs came to bury the children, their widowed /mother, 
with what the rum-seller furnished her, was found intoxicated on 
the floor. On tbe day that was set apart for humiliation, fasting, 
and prayer, that God would spare his pepple and not suffer the de- 
strc^er any longer to smite them, one, lest praying, though it should 
not make him leave off sinning, should at least for a day deprive 
him of its gains, kept his liquor store open, and sold to all who 
would purchase, till die time for public worship. He then hastened 
to be in his place, and join, apparently, with devout gravity, in 
supplication to the Lord, that he would keep off the Cholera ; 
and when public service was closed, he hastened again, as if to 
make up lost time, to his store ; and spent the day in furnishing a 
chief cause of Cholera to all who would buy. It he did not pro- 
duce as much Cholera on that day as on other days, it may be 
attributed, not so much to his prayers for its prevention, as to the 
time which they hindered him from furnishing its cause. And if 
prayers' are answered, not according to words, but to deeds, instead 
of ha\nng lessened the number of the dying and the dead, his may 
have increased it ; and they may increase too the awfulness of his 
retribution, when he who, on probation sells death, shall, without 
repentance, reap also death. 

Were retailers of spirit in their o\vn persons and families to bear 
all the evils which they occasion to others, they would soon close 
their business. Or were these evils all concentrated on the heads 
of legislators, they would cease to make laws which should au- 
tiiorise the business that produce^ them. 

Instead of " An act, entitled an act, to regulate the sale of spirit 
for the public good," any longer disgracing the statute book and 
vitiating die community, they would see that the proper tide for 
every such act, when determined by its consequences, is, " An act 
for the destruction of mankind." out would it be any more dread- 
ful for the man who sells ardent spirit, or the man who makes the 
law which authorises 'the sale of it, to endure these evils, than it if 
for the community? 
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Suppose a man who buys a e:alloa of a man authorised bjr law 
to sell it, should under its influence go into the fami^ of the 
man who made the law, and for a few days take the directKNiy and 
do what he now does in his own family ; break the looking-^ass, 
turn over the tables, strike the children with the tongs, and their 
mother with the chairs ; and to save their lives, make them dee, 
naked and barefoot, through the snow, to the neighbors ton help ; 
and suppose that this is a common fruit of the law which antboiiaes 
the business ; would he make such a law again ? And would he 
not raise both hands, his voice, and hb heart, to have that niiich he 
has made repealed ? or so modified as no longer to sanctioo such 
a business? 

Or suppose again, that the intemperate appetites which the legal 
traffic forms, and the cases of drunkenness and death to which 
they lead, instead of being, as they now are, scattered through the 
community, should all be in the families of the legislators, of spirit 
venders and their nearest friends ; and that they should have to 
endure all the sickness and sorrows, and heart breaking wretched- 
ness, which they occasion, and which they will occasion to endless 
bebg, would they any longer sanction the cause ? or would any 
one, because he could do it legally, perpetuate it? Though the 
evils would be no greater if they were sdl endured by them than 
when endured by others, yet who can doubt but that they would 
be great enough, and be felt to be great enough, to stamp the cause 
of them, and the sanctioning by law of the business which produces 
them, with everlasting abhorrence. Who can doubt but that the 
licensing of such a business would cease at once, universally and 
forever ? Oh, if that would cause it to cease, and nothing else can, 
what an unspeakable benefit would it be to the world, and what 
an inestimable saving of property, character, health, reason, life 
and soul, to all future generations, could these evils, past, present, 
and to come be all concentrated, and poured out, for a time, in one 
dark, desolating current on the heads of legislators and venders 
of spirit But the Committee, with all their hearts, would depre- 
cate such a thing ; and rejoice with inexpressible delight, that a 
fellow feeling for others' woes will certainly, unless this cause be 
abandoned of Grod, lead to the same glorious result. 

VI. The traffic in ardent spirit, tends to derange the intellect, 
and to corrupt the morals of the nation. 

In all cases in v^ich ardent spirit deranges healthy functions of 
body, it tends also to disturb regular action of mind and to corrupt 
the feelings of the heart. It injures the one, not less than the 
other. This is the effect not only of a very fi'ee use of it, but of 
all use of it. It is its tendency from beginning to end, in propor- 
tion to the quantity taken, and to the power of the system, to with- 
stand its natural effects. As it courses its way through the blood- 
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vessels, it enters even the capillaries of the brain, that tender and 
delicate (Mrgan which forms the link between matter and mind, irri- 
tadng, poisoning, and stupifying that heart and soul of mental vigor. 
A man buying according to law, of a man who sells that which 
legislators by law sanction, and drinking only as much, reasoning 
as legislators do, ''as the public good requires," becomes so 
blockish that his neighbors and his acquaintance begin to whisper 

one to another, " What is the matter of ? how he has lost his 

mind. Not long ago he was one of the first mea in the neighbor- 
hood, but he is becoming an idiot." What is the matter ? He 
has been dcMng what legislators, by the high sanction of law, say 
is for the " public good," drinking regularly ; not to intoxication, 
that would be bad, the law forbids it ; but only as much and as 
often, as in his estimation, judging from his feelings at the time, did 
him good ; only enough, this time, to make him feel well, and the 
next to make him feel better, and so on, ^^for the public good^^ till 
he has become, not only a blank but a blot in creation ; and has set 
an example adapted to blast the excellence and. witiier the pros- 
pects of his children, and children's children, to the end of time. 

The use of ardent spirit tends also to derange healthy mental 
action, in another way, by its irritating effect on the nerves. And 
this leads, in many cases, to total insanity ; as the records of every 
lunatic asylum in Christendom testify. The drinking of it, the 
vending of it, and the laws which sanction it, all, by their natural 
and constant effects, tend to weaken the understanding, blunt the 
perception, abd derange the intellect of the nation. ^ 

They tend also to harden the heart, sear the conscience, pollute 
the affections, and corrupt the morals of the people. Hence the 
wonderful fact, that three fourths of the crimes which are prose- 
cuted, are committed under the influence of spirit ; not under its 
influence when taken to intoxication, but when taken moderately, 
and oftenin no greater quantities than the law contemplates. That 
use of it, which the law sanctions, by its violation of the laws of 
nature and of Grod, is carrying on continually a process as exten- 
sive and as criminal, as its effects, of bodily and mental, physical, 
intellectual and moral deterioration ; tending to change dgantic 
strength to pigmy weakness ; celestial order to infernal discord ; 
and heavenly purity, light and love, to hellish pollution, darkness 
and hate. 

Through sin, man has already in himself the elements of dis- 
order, the seeds of death. This makes them vegetate, grow rank, 
and produce a speedy and superabundant crop. It generates im- 
pure thought ; and excites unhallowed feeling. It kindles polluted 
desire, fires abandoned purpose, and fiendish malignity. 

The harmony established by the divine hand between the men- 
tal and moral powers, the appetites of the body and the passionii 

8 
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of the soul, having by transgression been broken, and reason and 
conscience often through sin been brought into vile and hateful 
subserviency to appetite and passion, ardent spirit increases that 
subserviency, renders it more entire and perpetual. It operates on 
all the powers of man, but satan-like, on different powers, in totally 
opposite ways. The understanding, already too weak, it weakens 
still more ; the conscience, too torpid, it renders more torpid still ; 
and the heart, already hard, it makes still harder ; and the vSkc- 
dons polluted, it pollutes still more. While the appetites, already 
too keen and headstrong, it makes still more so ; and the passions 
it vitiates, strengthens and inflames. The man, already reckless, 
it makes still more reckless ; saying, " Let us eat and ' drink, for 
tomorrow we die." Thus it comes in, with its whole influence in 
every stage of its operation, to aid the great adversary in the de- 
strucdon of men. Depravity it depraves, pollutes even pollution, 
and makes vileness itself still more vile. All the mischiefs which 
sin and Satan have occasioned in the soul, it increases ; while with 
a mighty force, it counteracts all the beneficent designs of Jeh^ah 
for its deliverance from sin and hell, and its restoration to the dig- 
nity and beauty of his image ; the light and purity, the bliss and 
glory of heaven. Thus, by a twofold process, throughout its whole 
course, increasing voluntary wickedness, and counteracting the 
means of divine appointment for its extincdon, it is working out the 
eternal damnadon of men. 

Here is the philosophical reason, the rationale of the facts, that 
ten dmes as many in the United States who drink ardent spirit, in 
proportion to the number, are idle as of other men ; ten dmes as 
many who drink it commit crimes, as of those who do not drink it ; 
and ten dmes as many in propordon to the number, who do not 
drink it, become hopefully pious, embrace the gospel and confess 
the Saviour before men, as of those who do. The opposite in all 
respects to godliness, and its grand opposer, it is unprofitable unto 
all things, destrucdve to the life that now is, and also to that which 
is to come. Whether we look at the body or the soul, at dme or 
eternity, in the light of principles and facts, we see upon it the broad 
image of death. This results from its nature, from the nature of 
man, and from principles deep in the government of God, all per- 
vading, irresistible, and which will be as durable and unchanging 
as the eternal throne. So long as the trafiic continues which vio- 
lates them, the result, bylaws established by the divine hand, must 
be death ; and the legislation which sancdons it, have inscribed 
upon it in broad capitals for creadon to look at, Opposition to 
THE LAWS of God. And its consequences, with a voice like the 
noise of many waters, and of mighty thunderings, will break on 
. every ear in creadon, saying, " The way of transgressors is hard." 
Father, mother, brother, sister, husband, wife, cluldren, all are 
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sacrificed ; God, Christ, heaven, the soul, eternity, every thing 
dear ismd every thing momentous for both worlds are madly spum- 
ed away in that state of mind which this foul spirit is, from its 
nature, adapted universally to produce. Can there be a doubt but 
that the vending of it to be drunk, and the laws which sanction it, 
are wicked ; and tend to array a mighty influence against the in- 
fluence of the Soij of God ? 

Only a small quantity, taken so prudently a& to leave a man 
the possession of his reason and the control of his limbs, is, never* 
theless, adapted to bar the mind to good and to open it to evil. Mo- 
tives to the one it weakens, and to the other it strengthens. In di- 
rect and palpable violation of what the Saviour inculcates, as the 
proper desire and daily petition of every soul under heaven, it leads 
men into temptation and delivers them to evil. Taking " day by 
day," not " daily bread," but poison, and of the most deceitful- 
and malignant kind, that Divine Agent who loathes it, and all its 
efiects as an utter abomination, and who would otherwise illumin- 
ate and purify and save with an everlastmg salvation, is grieved 
away. The unrighteous and filthy not only remain, but be- 
come more utu'ighteous, and more filthy ; till, having been often 
reproved, and hardened their necks, they are suddenly destroyed, 
and Grod saith, " without remedy." 

Over wide regions of country, where the facts are known, and a 
part of the people abstain from the use of ardent spirit, and from 
the traffic in it, and a part do not, — as the Committee behold ten 
times as many in proportion to the number, of one class enlisting 
apparently under the banners of Immanuel, as of the other ; and 
see the number from one, as light increases, constantly and rapidly 
increasing, and from the other as constantly and rapidly diminishing, 
— they cannot but feel, that the laws which sanction the traffic 
and use, dnd proclaim them to be right, are radically and mor- 
ally wrong ; offensive to the Saviour, and hostile to the temporal 
and eternal interests of men.. And they cannot but most respect- 
fully and kindly, earnestly and perseveringly entreat the legisla- 
tors of our country, by the rich jnercies which he has so bounti- 
fully bestowed upon it, and by the agonies which he so freely en- 
dured for our race, and the glories which he so graciously proffers 
them, no lonfger to sanction these iniquities ; or say by legislation 
that they are either useful or right. As He. poured out life to re- 
deem them, and would have aU men come to the knowledge and 
love of his truth, and be his obedient and glorified people, they 
would beseech legislators no longer to do what tends so power- 
fully, extensively, and fatally to hinder it. ' As there is joy in hea- 
ven over one sinner that repenteth, and a new burst of praise breaks 
forth at the proclamation of a soul born of Grod, what must be the 
grief, the indignation and wrath in that world at the condnuance 
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and encouragemeDi of what is kDown, with aD who come undsr iu 
iDfiueoce, to tend infallibly and forever to prevent it. If those ivlio 
have been wise to turn men to righteousness shall shine as the 
brightness of the firmament and as the stars ibrever and ever. 
what shall they be who have been instrumental in preventing it, and 
anking those who might have risen fit>m glory to gloiy, into the 
blackness of darkness forever. 

The Committee would not apply what they say, to the dajrs of 
darkness and ignorance that are past, but only to the continuance 
of the evil in future, when, and where the facts on this subject are, 
or might be known. 

What they ask of legislators is, that they will not by legidatioD 
hinder the progress of the Temperance Reformation, or sanction 
by law that which opposes it ; but let its friends, in dependence on 
God, by the universal diffiision of information and kind moral in- 
fluence, unobstructed by law, carry it onward from conquering Id 
conquer, till there shall not be a drunkard, or a drunkard-maker, 
or a legislator who sanctions the business that produces either, 
under heaven. 

This Reformation first had to meet the numerous and mighty 
army of moderate and respectable drinkers ; but they soon gave 
way, and their ranks were broken ; a milb'on deserted the enemy, 
and came over in triumph to the temperance cause. 

It next had to meet the more formidable array of church mem- 
bers, headed by many a deacon, not a few magistrates, and some 
preachers, in word at least, of the gospel. They were equipping 
the enemy, furnishing him with provisions and implements of war. 
As his numbers by desertion and death were dim'mished, they were 
with fearful rapidity raising up new recruits ; and tempting those 
who had deserted and seenied for a time to have clean escaped 
from the destroyer, back to fight again under his standard. The 
battle here was more serious. The characters engaged gave im- 
portance to the conflict. But this mighty phalanx has also been 
broken. They are flying in multitudes, not away fi*om, but to the 
ranks of Temperance, and becoming, many of them the first and 
the bravest, the most self denying and devoted in the promotion of 
tlie cause. Having before not only slain their thousands, but, un- 
wittingly, fastened the poisoned arrow in the heart of tens of thou- 
sands more, they are doubly anxious softly to extract it, and point 
the agonizing and often dpng sufferer to the balm in Gilead, and 
the physician there. 

Under the Captain of Salvation tlie conquest has advanced, till 
it now meets, in open day, the thoroughly disciplined, and long 
tried bands of legislators. 

The great contest, which is to decide whether this work of mer- 
cy is to go immediately and rapidly onward, to its consummation, 
is to be with them ; not for the purpose of a conquest over them. 
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but for the purpose of reaching those who lie entrenched behind 
them ; around whom is thrown the mighty rampart of legislation, 
and before whom are drawn up in solid column, the mighty pha- 
lanx of legislators ; and who with such a front, bid defiance to 
those who would be their benefactors, and pour the swelling tide of 
mercies down upon them and their children after them through all 
generations to the end of the world, and onward to eternity. 

The Committee would state explicitly, that they do not address 
legislatures as bodies, but they address legislators as individuals ; 
each of whom has a soul, and like each one of the people is re- 
sponsible to the same high tribunal of public opiaion here, and of 
unerring rectitude hereafter, and who, as a part. of the people, is 
himself an^ his children after him, to bear the blessings or the 
woes of his legislation ; and they say to them. We have no wish for 
any contest with you ; we deprecate such a thing ; we see among 
you many of our friends, and when disbanded and acting as indi-^ 
viduak, the friends and helpers t)f our cause. With thousands we 
rejoice in the aid thus afforded by your example and influence. But 
as legislators you are organized, and on the wrong side. You li- 
cense the enemy ; and it is under your flag that he makes his 
depredations upon all that is dear and lovely in possession, and all 
that is fair, and excellent and glorious, in prospect. You have 
thrown around him the mighty breastwork of your sanction, and 
stand yourselves in front. It is only through your bodies that 
he c^n now be reached, and when the shafts strike him,' the dense 
medium through which they pass breaks their force ; and with the 
shield of your sanction, their point is \irarded off, and execution pre- 
vented. While his shafts, dipped in poison, and nerved by legist 
lation, are flying and spreadii\g destruction on every side. 

Legislators, Friends, calle4^ tqjbe Benefactors, and to do good 
as you have opportunity, we most affectionately and earnestly, as 
the destinies oi our country, of the world and its unborn millions 
are at Stake, beseech you to remove yourselves, and your legisla^ 
don out of the way. Let the fire of light and love break unob- 
structed, in its naked and all^subduing brightness, on the heart of 
the enemy behind you, and the victory shall be ours, shall be yours ; 
and the joy, the joy of ill ; and the glory of all, be given to Him, of 
whom, and through whom, and tp whom are all things ; while the 
fruits of the victory shall flow down with ever growing richness and 
fe.tility, fulness aud beauty, to endless ages. 

The only reason why it was ever thought proper to license any 
one tO'Sell ardent spirit, and thus teach by law the propriety of the 
traffic, was the erroneous idea, that to drink it moderately is use- 
ful ; and therefore right. But as the drinking of it moderate^, 
would strongly tempt men to drink it immoderately, and many, if it 
were sold to them, would be ruined, and become a nuisance to 
6 I 
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society, legislators thought to guard against these evils, by providinr 
that none should sell it except respectable men ; and no more dt 
them than the public good required; and that they should sell 
only to such men as would not be injured by it. 

But as it is now known that all who drink it are injured by it, 
tmd that the public good, instead of recjuiring, forbids that any 
should sell it; and that licensing it, while H authorises, and perpet- 
uates the traffic, does not and cannot prevent its evils, the whole 
foundation of that legislation which authorises and licenses its con- 
tmuance is entirely swept away. It has nothing to stand upon ; 
and were the traffic not upheld by the rum party, and those who 
hope to make money by it, it would fall of itself; and under the 
long accumulated and mighty weight with which it has bigrdened 
the community, it would sink to rise no more. Let legislators and 
all respectable m^n cease to sanction it, and the last relic which 
makes it even tolerable in a civilized community, will be removed. 
None will engage in it but the abandoned, who carry the mark of 
infamy on their foreheads, and who are hastening rapidly, to their 
own place. 

But it is said, ^^ The licensing of the traffic is a source of rev- 
enue to the State, and therefore the public good requires it." This 
revenue is much like that of the woman who sold her grain and 
her rags to purchase whiskey for her children. She said it was 
cheaper to keep them on whiskey, than on bread ; and as it made 
a market for her rags, it was a ^urce of profit ; in governmental 
language, of revenue. Her garments and those of her children 
were soon nearly all rags, and all sold ; when her revenue bad be- 
come such that she and her children, as a public burden, were 
obliged, by a public tax, to be supported at the almsh9use. 

This well illustirates the principle and the effect of raising revenue 
from ardent spirit. What are the facts ? In the county of Balti- 
more, Maryland, the support of pauperism, nearly the whole of 
which was occasioned by the sale and use of spirit, cost in 1830, 
more than $20,000. From which, deduct between eight and nine 
thousand, the revenue obtained, leaving between thirteen and four- 
teen thousand dollars, in that single item,* to come fi*om the same 
source with the support of the woman whose revenue was so im- 
portant, the pockets of the people. To this also ought to be added 
in balancing the account, the cost of crimes, idleness, dissipation, 
sickness, and the various other evils occasioned by it. And will 
not the people, for the sake of being relieved of the burdens, be 
willing to dispense with the revenue ? Is there a man in the com- 
munity, unless a rum-seller, or drinker, or one who hopes to make 
money, or obtain influence by the use of spirit, who wiU wish to 
retain it ? K so, let him be called to bear in his own person and 
family all the evils which it occasions, and he will change his mind . 
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The warden of the prison in Baltimore states that 2322 crim- 
inals were the same year committed to that prison; and that 424 of 
them were intoxicated, when they were brought there ; and that in 
his opinion, eight tenths of the whole were intemperate men. 

The expenses of the city of New York in 1832, as stated in the 
Report of the Comptroller, were $893,886 29,— $685,385 74 ot 
which were raised by a direct tax. The support of the criminal, 
pauper, and civil establishment cost $315,782 98 ; and the Chol- 
era, in addition to all public and private charities, and individual 
expenditures, cost $102,57585, — making $418,358 83 ; by far the 
greatest proportion of which, as well as almost innumerable other 
evils, were the fruits of about 3000 spirit venders, licensed to deal 
out the poison to about 210,000 souls. And what do these mea 
pay as a compensation for the enormous mischiefs which they 
occasion? $22,157. And, say a most I'espectable committee of 
gentlemen in that city, after investigating this suWect, " We, the 
people, pay about $400,000 more than we should if no drams were 
sold or drunk in the city. Suppose that only half of the expenses 
of Cholera were occasioned by drinking, and five sixths of the 
criminal, police, and pauper establishments ; and one half of the 
salaries of officers, it would amount to $302,099 15, which is now 
paid as a tax for licensed vices; over $10,000 taken from the 
earnings of the people for every licensed grogshop which pays $10 
into the treasury.'' What right have legislators to make laws, 
which in their operation thus tax the community, and take away 
the hard earnings of the people ? 

The grand jury of the city and county of New York, after care- 
ful exammation, say that they have come to the deliberate conclu- 
sion, that if this source of vice and misery were at an end, three 
quarters of the crimes, and pauperism oi the city would be pre- 
vented, together with an incalculable amount of wretchedness, that 
does not come under the cognizance of law. And they add, '< It 
is our solemn impression {hat the tivne has now arrived when our 
public authorities should no longer sanction the evU complained of, 
ou granting licenses for the purpose of vending ardent spirit; 
thereby legalising the traffic^ at the expense of our moral, intellect- 
ual and physical power i^^ 

Of 653, who were in one year committed to the house of Cor- 
rection in Boston, 453 were drunkards. And the overseer states, 
that many of the others who were committed as vagabonds, might, 
with eqilal propriety, be called drunkards; and that his opinion is, 
that there were not ten among the whole who were not in the habit 
of the excessive use of ardent spirit ; that intemperance is almost 
the sole cause of all the commitments, that those who were com- 
mitted as pilferers were almost all drunkards, and that probably 
they would not pilfer if they could not procure rum with the arti- 
des which they have stolen. 
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Is it not manifestly vicious for legislators to sanctioD a busi- 
ness which produces such results ? They are elected by the peo- 
ple, and sent to legislate for the purpose of preventing crime, not 
producing it. And a vast portion of all their time is pow occupied 
in making laws to punish crimes, which their own legisladon pro- 
duces. And the people are taxed millions of dollars annually, to 
sustain the burden occasioned by that legisladoQ. Will the people 
of this free country longer endure it ? They punish the criminals, 
and legalise the traffic that makes them. Like the father, who, to 
jirevent his son from swearing, swore that if he did swear, he would 
visit him with his wrath ; and with about as much wisdom as the 
man, who, when asked what should be done by fathers to keep 
their sons from being ruined by ardent spirit, answered, " Why, 
th^Jr must drink it all themselves." 

They build prisons, and license men to carry on the trade that 
fills them ; erect lunatic asylums, and furnish their tenants ; the 
people build almshouses, and the magistrates license pauper^ 
making manufactories to fill them, augment fourfold the puUic 
burdens, and tenfold the personal and domesdc wretchedness oi 
the countiy. And when the people rise, as they now often do, 
and will more often in future, and vole that they will not have such 
nuisances among them, the county commissioners, or some petty 
officers clothed with a little brief authority, come in and gravely 
declare, that ''the public good require them;" and thus again 
load the community with burdens. This is legal oppression, legis- 
lative tyranny ; and it leaves behind it a deep and stinging sense 
of injustice. A few retailers have the profit of making paupers, 
and the people have to support them ; and then when they com- 
plain of the palpable injustice, to be told, " The public good re- 
quires it ! " This is too much ; and it needs no spirit of prophecy 
to announce that the time is not distant when men born to be free, 
who have the power and the heart to be free, will not endure it. 

A few men, for their own pecuniary profit, will tiot long be suf- 
fered, under the sanction of law, thus to burden the community. 

Of 3000 persons admitted to the workhouse in Salem, Mass., the 
superintendent states, that in his opinion 2900 were brought, there 
directly or indirectly by intemperance. The superintendent of the 
almshouse in New York states, that the number of male adults in 
the house is 572, of which there are not 20 that can be called so- 
ber men; that the number of females is 601, and that he doubts 
whether there are 50 of them, that can be called sober women. 

In the city of Boston, for six years, there were upon an average, 
247 commitments annually to a single prison, for drunkenness ; and 
95 drunkards were committed to the penitentiary, in a single month. 

A distinguished jurist iq the city of New York, acquainted mth 
the courts, stated, that he could find but three cases of mti^4er 
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committed in that city for fifteen years^ except under the influence 
of liquor. Legislators hang murderers, and license the business 
that makes them ; but not without becoming, if they know what 
they do, sharers in the guilt. They expend millions to prevent 
disease, and license the business which produces it, and renders it 
doubly fatal ; but not without being accessory to the consigning of 
multitudes to a premature grave, and a miserable eternity. 

Is it not true thei^, and may not long afflicted and sufiering hu- 
manity lift up her head with' exultation, that the time is approach- 
ing, when, in the language of the chancellor of the State of New 
York, "reflecting men will no more think of erecting and renting 
grogshops as a means of gain, than they would now think of poi- 
soning the well from which a neighbor obtains water for his family; 
or arming a maniac to destroy his own life and the lives of those 
around him ? " And may we not add, when reflecting legislators 
too, will no more think of sanctioning the one by law, than they 
would now think of sanctioning the other ? And when there shall 
not be a christian legislator under heaven, whose countenance 
would not {urn pale, and whose tongue would not cleave to the 
roof of his mouth, should he attempt to speak in favor of it. In 
the city of Washington, the revenue from the sale of ardent spirit 
was about $6000 ; and the loss, as estimated by Judge Cranch^ 
occasioned, by it, was probably not less, all;things considered, than 
$100,000. Revenue then does not require the sale of ardent 
spirit.* 

. But it is said, and grave legislators sometimes echo the declar- 
ation, '^ It ought to be licensed, and the use of it encouraged, to make 
a market for the coarse grains, in order to promote the agricultural 
interests of the country*" But where the drinking of spirit prevails 
most, agriculture, other things being equal, uniformly flourishes 
least ; and thus, like every show of argument on that side, it is to- 
tally opposed to facts ; as well as to reason, religion, morality, 
patriotism, and even to humanity. 

Many grain growers will not now sell to distillers. They deem 
it a crime to feed those fountains of death, yet their grains find a 
market, and they are often among the most prosperous men in their 
vicinity. It does not appear, that any more dismal prospect than 
that of others, is opening before their children. 

In the year 1810 it was estimated that between five and six 
million bushels of grain, ^ere distilled in the United States. Sup- 
pose in 20 years it was doubled, and that in 1830, 12,000,000 
bushels were thus destroyed ; and that this, 16 the growers who of 
course obtained their pay, was worth 50 cts. a bushel, $6,000,000. 
The annual cost of crime and of pauperism produced by the use 

* Appendix H. . 
o * 9 
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of ardeDt spirit has been estimated at $7,050,000. Subtract firom 
this the pnce of the grain, and you have from these two items 
alone, a loss of $1,500,000. Say the Committee of the New 
York State Society, '' Since the farmers have begun to open their 
eyes to the evils growing out of the turning of the staff of life into 
a substance to destroy it, and have made use of their coarse graim 
for bread stuffs, or to feed their catde, they have steadily advanced 
in price." And they calculate that the change produced by the 
Temperance Reformation, now saves the State of New York sev- 
eral million dollars a year. 

Let all farmers use their grains to increase the number and value 
of their horses, catde and hogs ; not to diminish the number and 
value of men, and they will find it to be, to themselves and their 
country, gre£tt gain. 

Others say, '^ The object of licensmg is not to encourage the 
sale and use of spirit, but to restrain and prevent it." To this there 
are two answers. The first is, it does not restrain and prevent it 
It has been tried effectuaUy, for more than half a century ; and its 
fruits have been manifested in the living wretchedness, and in the 
dying agonies of more than a million of men. Notwithstanding all 
such restraints and preventions, the evil constantly increased, till it 
had well nigh proved our ruin. The other answer is, the licensing 
of sin is not the way to prevent or restrain it^ but it is the way to 
sanction and perpetuate it ; by declaring to the community thaty jf 
practised legally, it is right ; and thus preventing the efficacy of 
truth and facts in producing the conviction thai it is wrong. 

But says one, '^ By saying that none except respectable men 
shall sell ardent spirit, and they odly in limited numbers, we do 
not say that for them to sell it, is right. Would a law which should 
fcnrbid men to ride horseback, upon worldly business, on the Sab- 
bath, be saying, or would it imply, that for them to journey on that 
day f(»r such a purpose on foot would be right ?" Suppose it would 
not ; but suppose also that legislators should go farther, and make 
a law, that as many as the public good should require, and should 
pay a dollar, shoidd have a legal right to travel in that way, on 
worldly business, on the Sabbath ; and that certain men should be 
appointed actually to license a number in every neighborhood for 
that purpose, and should license them, notwithstanding all reasons 
and remonstrances against it ;~ would it not be saying, and by the 
whole weight of legislation, in opposition to truth, that it is moraUy 
right for those men to travel as the law prescribes? or else, that 
legal right and moral right are in this case, in opposition ? And 
would it not be declaring also, in oppositbn to truth, that the 

Eublic good requires this ? and thus tend to increase the difficulties, 
y inoral means, of convincing men that it is wicked ? Who can 
doubt but that it would operate, and firom the nature of the case 
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must operate in this maimer ? So with the laws that sanction and 
approbate the traffic in ardent spirit, and imply that the public good 
requires it. They teach a falsehood ; not in time past understood 
and designed by. legislators, but on that account^ none the less false. 
Nor did their ignorance, and that of the conmiunity in those days 
of darkness, hinder its desolating effects. 

" The law," says Judge Piatt, ** which licenses the sale of ardent 
spirits, is an impediment to the Temperance Reformation. When- 
ever public opinion and the moral sense of our community shall be 
so far corrected and matured as to regard them in their true light, 
and when the public safety shall be thought to reciuire it, dramshops 
will be indictable, at common law, as pvhlic nuUances.^^ 

Suppose a law should be enacted providing that none should 
counterfeit the public coin, or be authorised to pass counterfeit 
money, in small quantities, except men of a certain character ; and 
that no more of them should be permitted to do this, than certain 
other men, who might, or might not be interested in its circulation, 
should judge would be for the public good; and that they should 
not be audiorised to pass it to drunkards, as it might injure them, 
would it not be saying, that for those men to do it, as the law pre- 
scribes, is right ? Would it not present a mighty barrier in the 
way of convincing them, by moral means, that it is wrong ? And 
suppose, in some rare cases, the license should be withheld from 
those who had passed it to drunkards, would that prevent the mis- 
chief? Apply this principle to any other vice. And that it does 
apply with all its force to the traffic in ardent spirit as a drink, 
which tends only to injure mankind, is most manifest. 

But says another. If you do not license men of conscience to sell 
it, men of no conscience, in such great numbers, will sell it, that 
the evil will be overwhelming. But it is not necessary )x> license 
counterfeiters to prevent the community from being deluged with 
base coin. It is nojt necessary to license gamblers, or swindlers, in 
order to prevent the community from being overwhelmed with their 
mischief. No more is it needful to license men to sell ardent spirit. 
If wicked nien, in opposition to the influence of moral means, will 
prosecute a wicked business, which corrupts our youth, wastes our 
property, and endangers our lives; the community, in this free coun- 
try, this land of liberty, have the power and the right, without 
licensing iniquity, to defend themselves from its evils. . This opens 
the dooTf and the only door, tohich truth and duty ever open for 
legishition vnth regard to sin ; not to license and sanction it, but 
to defend the community from its mischirfs ; and in such a manner 
as is best adapted to deter the wicked from transgression^ and 
promote as far as practicable their good and the good of the com- 
munity. And this is the change in legislation with regard to the 
sin of trafficking in ardent spirit, which the cause of temperance, oi 
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patriotism, of virtue, and of God, now imperiously demands. Treat 
this vice, as other vices are treated, and there will be no difficulty 
in branding it with infamy. 

Let legislators, chosen by the people and respectable in society, 
license any sin, and it tends to shield that sin firom public odium ; 
and to perpetuate it, by presenting for it a legal justification. '^ He 
that justifieth the wicked, and he that conderoneth the just ; even 
they botli are an abomination to the Lord.^' 

Let all sanctioning by law of this abominable traffic be forever 
abandoned ; and if the rising indignation of a deeply injured, and 
long suffering community does not sweep it away, and men are 
still found base enough to continue to scatter the estates of their 
neighbors, to fill our almshouses with paupers and our penitentiaries 
with convicts, to make wives more than widows, and children doubfy- 
orphans ; to decoy our youth, and sink them to a premature and 
an ignominious grave, — the people, if they choose, by the arm of 
legislation can undertake the holy, righteous, and indispensable 
work o( self defence. And as all political power is in their hands, 
it will be found to be a work which is practicable. The wisdom 
of legislators chosen without the aid of ardent spirit, and the pa- 
triotism of statesmen who do not use it, or rely upon it for sup- 
port ; bu^ who rely on the righteousness of their cause, the good 
sense and virtue of their constituents, and the gracious aid of their 
God, will be abundantly sufficient to the exigency of the case. If 
necessary to protect our property, our children and our lives, and 
there is no other, or no better way to do it, how perfectly easy, 
and how perfecdy just, whenever the people generally shall desire 
it, to indict at common law the keeping of a grogshop as, a public 
nuisance ; or to provide by statute that those who make paupers 
shall support them ; and those who excite others to commit crimes 
shall themselves be treated as criminals. And in the necessaiy, 
the magnanimous, the glorious work of legal self defence from an 
evil, which, in defiance of public sentiment, of reason, religion, hu- 
manity, and of Go^, would roll over earth a deluge of fire, and 
annihilate the hopes of the world, legislators may expect, in pro- 
portion as the subject is understood) the united and cordial support 
of all good men. 

The point to be decided, to be decided by legislators of these 
United States, to be decided for all coming posterity, for the world, 
and for eternity, is, 

Shall the sale of ardent spirit as a drink be treated in legista-- 
tion, as a virtue^ or a vice 7 Shall it be licensed, sanctioned by 
law, and perpetuated to roll its all pervading curses onward inter- 
minably ? Or shall it be treated, as it is in truth, b. sin? And if 
there shall in future, be men base enouj^h to continue to commit 
it, shall the community, in self defencCj by wise and wholesome 
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legislation, as far as practicable and expedient, shield themselves 
(jx>m its evils; and if these evils must, through the wickedness of 
men, continue to exist, let them fall as leniently as the public safet}^ 
ivill permit, alone on the heads of their authors ?* 

On the decision of this question, to a great extent, hangs the 
endless destiny of countless niillions. In England, Ireland, and 
Scotland ; Sweden, Denmark, and Russia ; Germany, India, and 
China ; Africa, and the islands of the sea, men are now awaking 
from the slumber of ages, and on this subject are following our ex- 
ample. They look to us, ask for information, acknowledge their 
obligations to our priority, and cheer us onward. Their voice seems 
to rise as on the wings of the wind, and to cry from the four quar- 
ters of the earth. Ye who were blessed with the power, and heart 
to be free, and to commence the world's emancipation, stop not, or 
falter till it is finished. Aid not by example, or business, or laws^ 
what you labor to remove. Sanction not, by legislation, the con- 
tinuance of the burden under which creation has so long groaned^ 
and whiqh she is now agonizing to throw off. • Cheer her, and 
help her; or at least let her have the full benefit of her own efforts, 
the efforts of her friends, and the aid of her (Jod ; and through the 
grace of Him that worketh all in all. His people shall be free, eter- 
nally free ; and the glory shall be given to Him, to whom it is all 
due, forever- 

* In 1773, it was.repraoiBnted to Uie Legklatnre of MmgachMetts, that spirit, 
distilled through leaden pipes, was unwholesome, and hurtful. A law was tiiere- 
fore passed that no pereon should use such pipes, and no artificer make them foi die 
purpose of being used in distilling, under penalty of one hundred pounds. Assay 
masters were appointed, who were put under oath, to examine, and prove to the 
best of their abilities, all pipes that were used in distiUing, and if any one was found 
to contain alloy of lead, or base metal, they were to give notice to the distiller, who 
was forbidden to use it afterwards, under penalty of one hundred pounds. (Mass. 
Laws. Vol. n. p. 1001. Boston Ed. 1807.) 

Why might they not use leaden pipes, if they were cheaper than others, and by 
using them they would make more money ? Because they were injurious to health, 
and endangered men's liveis. They were therefore forbidden to use them under 
penalty of one hundred pounds. But what was the injury done to health, and what 
the loss of human life, by the use of leaden pipes, compared with that occasioned 
by the sale of ardent spirit ? And shall legislators forbid the one, and licence the 
other ? Can they continue, after the poiMnous nature and destructive effects of 
ardent spirit aire known, to license the sale of it without great guilt ? If they do 
continue to do it, will they not, at the divine tribunal^ and ought they not at the bar 
of public opinion, to be held responsible ibr its effects ? 

Let the people, who have long been suffering its destmctiTO effects, judge. 
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Rev. Timothy Menitt 

Edmund Munroe. 

Daniel Noyes. 

Hon. Geone Odiome. 

James C. Odiorna. 

David Patten. 

Rev. Alonzo Potter. 

Gilmau Prichard. 

John C. Procunr. 

Hardy Ropes. 

William Ropes. 

Charles StoddaMl. 

Bradford Sumner. 

John Tappan. 

E. C. Tracy. 

Samuel 11. Walley. 

John C. Warren, m. d. 

Nathaniel Willis. 

Rev. Bei\jamin B. Wisner 
Broolffield, Rev. Thomas £teeU • 
Comfrru^e, Levi Farwell. 

William HUUard. 
Charlestoum, Rev. Warren Fay 
Danvers, James Brown. 
Dedham, Rev. Ebenezer BargeM 

Jesse Wheatoq, m,, d. 
Dorchester, Joseph Leeds. 
Duxbury, Hon. Beth Spngae. 
Lee, Rev. Alvan Hyde. 
Leominster, Hon. Solomon Strong. 
Lynn, Rev. John Lindsey. 
Marblehead, Hon. William Reed. 
Milton, Nathaniel Tucker. 
Nantucket, Oliver C. Bartlet, m. d. 
NttvBedford, Rev. Sylvester Holmes. 
Newburyport, William Bartlet. 

Hon. William B. Banister. 

Rev. Daniel Dana. 

Rev. Luther F. Dimmick. 
Northampton, Hon. Isaac C. Bates. 

Hon. Lewis Strong. 
N. Br.idge.watfir, Rev. D. Huntington 
PHtitfield, Edward A. Newton. 
Reading, John Daman. 

Rev. Jared Reid. 
Randolph, Ebenezer Alden,.Bi. o. 

Rev. Calvin Hitchcock. 
Salem, Rev. Brown Emerson. 

Asahel Huntin^on. 

Rt. Kev. A. V. Griswold. 

A. L. Peirson, m. o. 
Shield, Hon. R. H. Barnard. 
Springfield, *Hob. John Hooker. 

Israel Trask. 
Roxbury, Samuel Heath. 
Stockbridge, Hon. Joseph Woodlvidge. 
Taunton, Hon. Marcos Morton. 
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Weathampton, Rer. Enoch Hale. 
West Spring^eld^ Hon. Sam. Lathrop. 
WiOianutownt Rer. E. D. Griffin. 

Rey. Ralph W. Oridlev. ' 
Worceatevt Hon. Daniel Waldo. 

Theophilos Wheeler. 
Tarmoutkf Henry Thatcher 

RHODE ISLAND.' 

Providence, Hon. Nicholas Brown. 
William Jenkins. 
Rev. Francis Wayland. 
Thomas Burgess. 
Rev. Thomas T. Waterman. 

CONNECTICUT. 
Bridgeport^ Rev. Nathahiel Uewit. 
Colchester, Guy Bigelow. . 
Farmington, Rev. Noah Porter. 
Haddam, Rev. John Marsh. 
Hartford, Rev. Joel Hawea. . 

Daniel Wadsworth. 

Thomas S. WUliams. 
. Rev. Joel H. Llndsey. , 
LitcJjfieldy Hon. Benjamin Tallmadge. 
Lymey Charles Griswold. 
IfetD ifaven, Rev. Jeremiah Day. 

James Brewster. 

Rev. Leonard Bacon. ■ 

Hon. David Daggett. 

Rev. Chauncey Goodrich. 
Nonoickj William P. Greene. 
Sharon, Hon. John C. Smith. 
Weather^eld, Rev. C. Chapin. 

Rev. Caleb J. Tennev. 

Samuel D. Woodward, m. d. 

NEW YORK. 
Albany, Hon. Stephen Van Rensselaer. 

Edward C. Delavan. . 

John T. Norton, Esqi 

Hon. Reuben H. Walworth ' 

Rev. Henry Weed. 
Auburn, Rev. James Richards. 
Bedford, William Jay. 
Brooklyn, B. V. 8. Wilder. 

Rev. Charles P. M'llvaine. 
Caroline ^ Joseph Speed, m. d. 
Coxnackie^ Abraham Van Dyck. 
Geneva, *Ilev. Henry Axtel^ d. d. 

Rev. Ileniy Dwight. 
New York, Moses Allen. 

Thomas Cock, m. d. 

*Rev. Elias Cornelius. 

Rev. Austin Dickinspn. 

Rev. Jonathan Going. 

Richard T. JIaines. 

Ansel W. Ives, m. d. 

Rev. Joshua I^vitt. ^ 

Eleazer Lord. 

Rev. Cyrus Mason. 

John Nitchie. 

Rev. William Patton. 

Rev. Absalom Peters. 

James Phelps, m. h. 

Rev. Gardiner Spring. 



New York, Thomas Stokes. 

Authur Tappan. 

Hon. Smith ThompMm. 

*John Watts, jr. m. d. 

Rev. John Woodbridge. 
Penn Yan, Rev. Chauncy Eddy. 
Peterboro, Grerrit Smith. 
Rochester, Aristarchus Champion. 
Schenectady, Rev. Eliphalet Nott. 

NEW JERSEY. 
Newark, Rev. Baxter Dickinson. 

Hon. Theod. Frelin^uysen. 

Rev. W. T. Hamilton. 

Rev. Philip C. Hay. 
Princeton, Samuel Bayard, Esq. 

Rev. C. Hodge. 

Rev. Samuel Miller. 
TVenton, Rev. J. W. Alexander. 

Hon. Samuel L. Southard. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 
Philadelphia, Alexander Henry, Esq 
Rev. T. M'Auley. 
Henry Bird. 
Robert Ralston, Esq.' 
Rev. Thomas JU. Skinner. 
Roberts Vaux. 
Rt. Rev. WUliam White. 

MARYLAND. 
Annt^foUs, Rev. John G. Bl^nchard. 

Rev. Mr. Dorsey. 

John Ridout, h. d. 

Rev. W. W. Watson. 
Baltimore, Alexander M'Cullock. 

Hon. Stephenson Archer. 

S. Annan, m. d. 

^niomaa E. Bond, m. d. 

Rev. John Breckenridge. 

Hon. Nathaniel Brice. 

R. French, m. d. U. S. army. 

Rev. J. P. K. Henshaw. 

P. Neff. 

Rev. William Nevins. 
Elk Ridge Landing, D. Murray. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
Alexandria^ Rev. Elias Harrison. 

Rev. William Jackson. 

Rev. W. G. Walton. 
Washington, Rev. S. Chapin. 

John Coyle, Jr. 

Hon. Wuliam Cranch 

Rev. J. W. Danforth. 

Rev. Reuben Post. 

Thomas Sewall, m. d. 

VIRGINIA. 

Hampden Sydney, John H. Rice. 
New Canton^ Gen. J. H. Cocke. 
Richm<tnd, *Rev. Robert Semple 
ftev. William J. Armstrong. 

ILUNOIS. 
Rev. Edward Beecher. 



In addition to the above. Presidents, Secretaries, and Chairmen of Executive Commitees, or 
Boards of Du-ectfon, of all State Temperance Societies, in theUhited States, adopting the plan 
of abstinence firom the use of ardent spirit as a drink, and from the tn^lc in it, are^ ex qfieia, 
members of the American Temperance Society. 

And Presidents, Secretaries and Chairmen, of Executive Committees, or Boards of Direction 
of all National and State Temperance Societies in Foreign countries, are, ex qfflcio^ Honorary 
Members of this Society. 

7 . 



APPEITDIX. 



A. (P. 7.) 

Extracts from the Speech of Gerrit Smith, Esq. 

Ailer spending a few minutes upon other and preliminary top- 
ics, Mr. Smith proceeded to say, that he was aware, that the 
American Temperance Society, on account of its censures of the 
manufacturer and vender of ardent spirit, had been charged with 
a departure from its original object, and i^ violation of its consti- 
tution. He admitted, that the only object within the scope of the 
constitution and labors of the Society, is that of bringing our fel- 
low men to refrain from drinking ardent spirit; but he did not see 
why in addition to the direct efforts made for the accomplishment 
of this object, we might not also seek to remove the hinderances 
to this accomplishment. Now, the manufacture and sale of ar- 
dent spirit constitute confessedly a very great hinderance to the 
work of inducing our fellow men to quit the drinking of it ; and 
this hinderance the Society very naturally and reasonably labors 
to remove. Could a Society, that should require its members to 
abstain from purchasing lottery tickets, he expected to preserve 
silence on the subject of lottery offices? Could a Society, formed 
to discountenance gambling at cards or billiards, be expected to 
look with unconcern on the allurements of gambling houses ? So 
more can a Society, formed to dissuade men from drinking ardent 
spirit, look with indifference on the attractions and .snares of the 
rum shop. As, in the one case, the lottery office and the gam- 
bling house irresistibly invite thousands to purchase tickets, and 
to stake their money at cards or billiards, who, but for their sight 
of these resorts, would never have fallen into this folly; so is it 
in the other, that men drink ardent spirit, because of the inviting 
facilities for getting it, and &o is it, that whilst these facilities ex- 
ist, our direct efforts to promote total abstinence will be measur- 
ably. If not fatally counteracted by them. Such views we must 
certainly admit to be just, unless we deny what the bible and our 
hearts and our observation teach us about the power of tempta- 
tion. # it # , 

One view of this business, and on which its advocates lay great 
stress, is, that it employs a great amount of labor, and forms no 
inconsiderable item in the industry of the nation. It is true, that 
it does so. But, instead of crediting the business with any thing 
on this account, we bring up its employment of ten thousands of 
our citizens as a strong argument against it; for their employ- 
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ment is upon an object utterly valueless. I am aware, that the 
notion is somewhat prevalent amongst us, (I believe we are in- 
debted to European political economists for it), that the employ- 
ment of labor by government or by wealthy individuals, even if 
it be upon an object absolutely worthless, is nevertheless a praise- 
worthy liberality and of general benefit. The doctrine, in my 
view, is unsound at all times and every where. But, even if it 
could be sustained in its application to one of the densely peopled 
states of Europe, how plainly inapplicable is it to our own coun- 
try, where population is sparse, and the demand for labor for 
useful objects great and incessant. But, if we cannot spare la- 
bor for objects, our only objection to which is that they are use- 
less, how can we justify its diversion to objects not only perfectly 
useless, but as pernicious as useless ? — And it is surely too late 
to deny that thi^ character belongs to the distillation and sale of 
ardent spirit. The proposition, that the thousands of farmers and 
manufacturers and venders in our country, who are engaged in 
minister Jng to the Jfilthy appetite of the drinkers of ardent spirit, 
should relinquish their business, and employ their time and cap- 
ital in bringing common stones from the Rocky mountains to scat- 
ter over the Union, could, as easily as their present business, bq 
defended by the political economist. And to go a step farther, 
and to bring into view the pernicious properties as well as the 
worthlessness of ardent spirit ; . if these persons were to bring 
loads of venomous serpents, instead of stones, to scatter over our 
whole land, they could be justified as easily for such strange 
work, as they can be for their present business; and to extend 
the parallel still further — if each of these serpents were armed 
with mortal stings, as well for the soul as for the body, then would 
such strange work still more closely resemble their present busi- 
ness. * * * 

There is one consideration, which shows conclusively, that 
this business of making and selling ardent spirit does not aug- 
ment the wealth of the nation. We not only drink nearly all wc 
manufacture, but we buy largely of other nations to answer the 
demands of our rum thirst. If we manufactured spirit for other 
nations, as we grow tobacco for them, worthless as are both the 
poisons, and clearly as they both should be, and yet will be, on ^ 
every Christian's list of contraband goods; we might, perhaps, 
in that case, find the business more profitable ; but we drink them 
ourselves; and therefore whatever is gained from the business by 
any individuals amongst us is gained from the pockets of their 
countrymen. . The vender, who sells to his rum drinking neigh- 
bor a gallon of spirit, gets, it may be, his profit of a shilling; but 
that shilling and the whole residue of the cost are so much loss 
to his neighbor. Would that this covered the whole loss of the 
unhappy man, who drinks it! That one gall6n, it may be, drowns 
his soul in perdition ! * * * 

As things now are, every nine sober meiji in this nation are bur- 
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dened with the partial or entire maintenance of a drunkard ; for 
every tenth man is a drunkard ; and drunkard and pauper, as we 
know, are well nigh interchangeable terms. And not onlj^are 
the sober charged with the maintenance of the drunkard, but their 
contributions to public objects are greatly increased by the gen- 
eral inability of the drunkard to contribute to them. For in- 
stance, are there churches, school-houses, colleges, academies, 
roads, bridges to be built? ministers of the gospel and school 
teachers to be supported ? taxes to be paid ? then the nine have 
to represent, and to pay for, the ten. # ♦t * 

All admit, that a dense population is very important, if not in- 
deed indispensable, to the success of manufactures. How great- 
ly, therefore, would this interest sufier in our country by the loss 
of one tenth or one twentieth of our families? But this loss lias 
virtually taken place. Drunkenness has disabled, has struck 
down, this proportion of our families; and, instead of contribut- 
ing to our national industry, they are heavy drawbacks on it. 
Now the magic, that would convert our 300,000 drunken men 
into 300,000 sober men, would do more for the wealth, not to 
speak of the other valuable interests of our country — would ex- 
ert more powerful and happier influences upon all the sources ot 
our economical as well as moral prosperity — than the imagina- 
tion can conceive. Total abstinence is this magic. Banish ar- 
dent spirit fron;i the land, and this mighty and blessed change is 
wrought. 

But the farmer says — ** I could not get as high prices for my 
corn and rye, if the distilleries, that are now my best market for 
them, were broken up;" and a present and definite gain out- 
weighs in his mind the indirect and more distant, and therefore 
but partially credited losses, which he suffers by distilleries. But 
this present and definite gain is unreal. Break up the distille- 
ries ; let the trafRc in ardent spirit cease ; and no small propor- 
tion of the money, now expended for the poison, would go into 
the farmer's pocket, in exchange for his bread stufis, meats, 
butter, cheese, Sac. # * * 

There is one stubborn fact opposed to the supposition, that the 
manufacture of whiskey increases the prices of grain. In no 
state in the Union has the Temperance Reformation been carried 
to a greater extent than in New York. A very large proportion 
of the distilleries in it have been abandpned. Thousands of her 
citizens have relinquished the sale of ardent spirit. Nearly half 
a million of her citizens have conscientiously sealed up their lips 
against the deadly drink; and yet the prices of coarse graiiis 
within her limits have not fallen. So far from their having falheh 
they have been higher during the last five years, or period of the 
Temperance Reformation, than they had been during any equal 
period in the last quarter of a century, if we except the five years 
immediately following 1812, and comprising the time^of our sec- 
ond war with Great-Britain. , To how large an extent should the 
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farmers of New-York ascribe their present unexampled thrift to 
the Temperance Reformation! # # # 

Among the reasons, by which Mr. S. urged the dealers in ar- 
dent spirit to discontinue their business, is the fact, that a very 
large proportion of all who engage in this business, not to speak 
of its frequently ruinous consequences to their children, become 
poor and drunken in it. Mr. S. said, that it was carefully ascor- 
tained a year or two since, that in the country town in which he 
resided, there had been during the twenty-two previous years, 
exclusive of those remaining in the traffic, twenty-nine dealers 
in ardent spirit; that five of them had discontinued the business, 
without material loss or gain in it; that twenty of the remainder 
were still living, but were all poor and drunken; and that the 
other four had all died drunken and poor. Here, said Mr. S. 
we have a specimen of the legitimate effects of this business, on 
those who engage in it. Here we see a business for which 
Heaven has no smiles. 

But say the distillers — ** We can't afford to give up our distil- 
leries. They are our living — ^the living of our families — and we 
must not, be urged to abandon them." We reply to them^ 
*' Tru^t God. Betake yourselves to innocent occupations, and 
you will find your bread and water made sure in them." The 
men of Ephesus,. who jgot their living by practising curious arts, 
are an example of self-denial to the distiller. When they felt the 
hand of God upon their, consciences, they brought their books 
together, and burned them before all men; and this too, notwith- 
standing they co^t fifty thousand pieces of silver. .Reading |in 
the Books of Chronicles recently, said Mr. S., I met with an an- 
swer made to one who was distrustful of Providence, which I 
think is most happily applicable to them, who hesitate to quit the 
rum traffic. Amaziah, one of the kings of Judah, had ** hired an 
hundred thousand mighty men of valor out of Israel, for an hun- 
dred talents of silver. But there came a man of God to him, 
saying, O King, let not the army of Israel go with thee; for the 
Lord is not with Israel. God will make thee fall before the ene- 
my. And Amaziah said, to the man of God, but what shall we 
do for the hundred talents, which I have given to the army of 
Israel ? And the man of God answered — * The Lord is able to 
give thee much more than this.' So say we to him, whose con- 
fidence for the support of his family still lingers on his distillery 
— '^The Lord is able to give thee much more than this." It 
need not be added, that Amaziah was blessed in his obedience. 
To the farmer and manufacturer and vender, who feel that they 
cannot afford to withdraw frotn the body and soul destroying 
business, in which they are engaged, vifi have this conclusive 
remark to make — * * Whatever else you ^can afford or cannot af- 
ford to do, there is one thing certainly, that neither you nor any 
other accountable beings can afford 4o do: You cannot afford to 
do wrong." * * * 
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The general remark, that a people are no better than their 
laws, is a just one; for not only are their laws expressive of their 
moral sense, but they react upon it with a strong influence. The 
instances are without number, where good men have pursued a 
business in all good conscience, from which their virtuous sensi- 
bilities would have shrunk away instantly, had not that business, 
e^entially unjust and wicked, been commended to them by the 
sanction of the laws. How lamentably was the moral sense of 
Christendom blunted by the legalised traffic in human flesh! 
But the laws came at last to denounce the traffic ; and how great- 
ly did they help to recover that sense to a healthy tone. We of 
this age look upon the slave trade as fit for pirates only; — and 
whj so?— mainly because the laws declare it piracy. But for 
thisp how small comparatively would be our abhorrence of this 
trade ! Now, the people of this country still look with a partial 
eye on the runi traffic. But, let the laws brand it, and our chil- 
dren will look upon it with an abhorrence, rivalling that with 
which we regard the slave trade. 

Our laws are guilty of a gross inconsistency in upholding the 
rum traffic, and, at the same time, suppressing less evils. This 
inconsistency is to be ascribed to the strong delusions wrought 
upon the public mind by the custom of rum drinking. Compare, 
for instance, the very different treatment, which horse racing 
and the rum traffic receive at the hands of our laws. The one is 
very extensively interdicted, whilst the other is licensed and pro- 
tected; and all must admit, that, compared with the rum traffic, > 
horse racing is venial and harmless. Indeed, it is rum, that 
clothes the race course, and the lottery, and the gambling house, 
and the theatre, with their most horrid features; and, but for this 
grand aliment of our public vices, they would all greatly lan- 
guish, and soon die. Extend the comparison to lotteries. The 
laws are fast suppressing them, whilst they leave the rum trade 
to flourish ; and who will pretend, that the evil of lotteries is as 
wide spread and as malignant as that of rum shops! Mark, too; 
the further inconsistency of the laws on this subject — the further 
evidence of their partiality for rum sellers. Whilst they punish . 
drunkards, by posting them, by depriving them of their property 
and otherwise, they encourage and protect the men who make 
these drunkards. Now why may not they, who get iip lotteries 
and sell tickets; and they, who get up the race and introduce 
their horses, claim a like indulgence from the laws; and that if 
punishment must be visited on their business, it should fall on 
those who purchase the tickets, and those who go to witness the 
race? Why this difference? Why, in the lottery business, visit 
the punishment on the seller, and in the rum business on the 
buyer? The general delusion, produced by the custom of ram 
drinking, can alone account for the difference. To this same 
delusion must we ascribe the ludicrous and mad conduct of the 
authorities in some of our villages and cities, during the pesti« 
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lence the la^ year . They would hurry in their fright to abate 
as nuisances the business of the pOor butcher on the one hand, 
and that of the innocent dealer in hides on the other. They 
were full of anxiety about these rills of danger ; but they thought 
not of the big stream of cholera and death, which the sacred and 
inviolable grocery, that stood between them, was still suffered to 
pour out day and night. 

How strange it is, that the selfish interests of men do not rise 
up against the rum traffic, and put it down forever. I will use 
language here, which I have used elsewhere. *' In reference to 
the taxed with which the making and vending of ardent spirit load 
the community, how unfair towards others is the occupation of V' 

the maker and vender of it! A town, for instance, contains one 
hundred drunkards. The profit of making these drunkards is eiii 
joyed by some half a dozen persons ; but the burden of thdl^ ^ 
drunkards rests upon the whole town. Now I ask, whet&er 
there would be one law in the statute book more righteous than 
that, which should require those who have the profit of making 
our drunkards, to be burdened with the support of them?" 

The statements and opinions of that distinguished jurist and 
philanthropist, Jonas Platt, on any of the subjects discussed in 
the preceding Address, must command great respect. Judge 
Platt, in his excellent Address delivered on the 26th of February 
last, before the Temperance Society of the county of Clinton, 
N. y. uses the following language:— - 

'' It is a lamentable fact, that upon a careful estimate, it is 
found, that of the tavern-keepers and retailers of ardent spirits 
in this State, during the last forty years, more than two-thirds 
have become drunkar-ds, and reduced their families to poverty 
and wretchedness. , Still, that class of men^ oppose temperance 
societies' with blind infatuation ! Let us redouble our efibrts by 
kind entreaty and friendly admonition, to save them from theif 
own worst enemies, themselves. 

** I respectfully submit for public consideration, the propriety of 
repealing our statute for taxing and licensing the retailing of ar- 
dent spirit. By fair construction, such license and tax legalise 
the traffic, (so far as the authority of our legislature extends), 
and a plausible excuse is afforded to those who now pay a pre- 
mium for such legislative sanction. This law is an impediment 
to the Temperande Reformation. Public opinion would be 
brought to bear with much greater force, against the practice of 
retailing this poison, if dram-shops were left unlicensed and un- 
sanctioned by any statute regulations whatever. 

*' In a pecuniary view, the tax on such retailers is a policy, 
which is ' penny wise, and pound foolish,' for it is obvious that 
the increased public burdens which they occasion, are a hundred 
fold great6r than the amount oFthe tax. 

*' An agent, (Mr. Rodney), who was sent by our governmem 
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HONORARY VICEUPRESIDENTB. 

BY THE PAYMENT OF TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY DOLLaES AND UPWARDS 



Moses Allen, JVHo York, 

Wm. Bartlett, JVewburyp., Mass. 
J. H. Cocke, Bremo^ Va, 

Wm. p. Greene, JVbrwwfc, Conn. 
Hbnry Homes, Boston, Mass. 

Hon. Samuel Hubbard, " " 
John W. Leavitt, JVWt York. 

Edmund Munroe, Boston, Mass. 



Boston, Mass. 



C( 



(C 
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John C. Proctor, 

Wm. Ropes, 

Daniel Safford, 

John Tapfan, 

Arthur Tappan, JVn© York city. 

Frederick A. Tracy, JV«to York. 

S. V. S. Wilder, Brooklyn, M Y 

Rev. L. Woods, Andover, Ms 



HONORARY MEMBERS. 
by the payment of thirty dollars and upwards. 



Moses Allen, JVeto York city. 

Samael T. Armstroiig, Boston. 

Cornelius Baker, JVew York. 

Hon. Wm. B. Banister, JSTewburyport. 

Rev. Edward Beecher, Illinois. 

J. Boorman, JV>to York. 

Joseph Brewster, JVew York city. 

Daniel D. Broadhead, Boston. 

John Brooks, Salem. 

*Rev. M. Bruen, JVew York city. 

Josiah Bnmstead, Boston. 

Rev. f!,. Bargess, Dcdham. 

David I. Burr, Richmond, Va. 

Cyrus Butler, Providence, R. J. 

^Jonathan Carleton, Boston. 

Rev. J. Codman, Dorchester. 

Apollos Cook, CatskUl, J>r. Y. 

Nathaniel R. Cobb, Boston. 

T. Cock, M. D., JVeio York city. 

George W. M'Clellan, Philadelphia. 

Francis Cook, Wiscasset, Me. 

Rev. S. H. Cox, J^Tew York city. 

*Rev. Elias Cornelius. do. 

Hon. Pliny Cutler, Boston. 

Orrin Day, Catskill, JST. Y. 

Rev. S. Dana, Marblehead. 

James Darrach, Philadelphia. 

William Darrach, m. d., do. 

Geoige Douglas,. JVVto York city. 

Ezra Dyer, Boston. 

Rev. W. E&Um, Middleboroi^h, Ms.. 

Rev. A. D. Eddy, Canandaigua, JV. Y. 

Thomas EUmes, do.' 

Mr Etmes, Philadelphia, Pa. 

William Ely, Hartford, Conn. 

Rev. Sylvanus.Haight, Wilton, Conn. 

R. T. Haines, JVew York city. 

Wm. A. Hallock, JVew York. 

C O. Halstead, do. 

John Hanson, Canandaigtui-, JST. Y. 

Rev. Elias Harrison, Alexandria, D. C. 

Calvin Haven, Boston. 

George E. Head, do. 

Henry Hill, do. 



George J. Homer, Boston. • 
John Hopkins, JVorthampton. 
H. Hudson, Hartford, Conn. 
Frederick Hughes, Salem. 
Thomas P. Ives, Providence, R. I. 

A. W. Ives, M. D., JVew York city. 
Rev. Wm. Jackson, Alexandria, D. C 
Mr. Jamieson, Alexandria, D. C. 
Rev. J. J. Janeway, Philadelphia, Pa. 
William Jenkins, Providence, R. I. 
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when the injurious act was not done on account of ill-will to the 
injured person, but solely for the sake of the reward ! A child 
would be casuist enough to solve this question. Apply it to some 
cases in point. In the well-known murder of Mr. White, of Sa- 
lem, Mass., the murderer had no malice against the murdered 
victim of his cupidity, he only wanted the thousand dollars that 
was offered him for the deed. Was he innocent ? Judas had no 
wish to take the life of his Master, he doubtless hoped he would 
escape, though he should hc betrayed into the hands of his ene^ 
mies— at any rate, the betrayer wanted the thirty pieces of silver. 
Was Judas justified.^ If not, how shall the plea of justification 
be available, on a similar ground, in the case before us? In one 
respect, indeed, the case of Judas appears less unfavorable than 
that of those engaged in the rum trade. Judas had very good 
ground to hope, that his Master, as he had done before, would 
convey himself away by miraculous power, and thus he himself 
would get the bribe, and no evil would ensue. But no such hope 
can encourage the heart of the dealer in intoxicating liquors. He 
knows, when he pockets the gains, that it is the price of blood, 
As the destructive poison leaves his store, he understands it^ 
.destiny |md the fatal result. He needs no second sight, no su- 
pernatural spirit of prophecy, to predict, thiat, through this traffic, 
a thousand masters will be betrayed, that the sacred obligations 
of religion will be violated in uncounted instances; that it will 
turn men to demons, and excite them to obscenity, and blasphe- 
my, and murder; that it wijl lay trains for the circulation of the 
cholera and other diseases to spread over the land, and riot upon 
human life — that it will fill the air with groans, cover the earth 
with blood, and plunge thousands of souls into the pit of wo. All 
this he knows, and yet because he does not sell for the sake of 
these evils, but only does it for the sake of the gain, he hopes to 
free himself from responsibility. Alas! how easy does the heart 
that '* loves the wages of unrighteousness," impose upon itself 
But, there is still another way by which the dealer endeavors to 
exculpate himself He tells you that intemperance is not a ne^ 
cessary result of the sale and consequent use of intoxicating liquors. 
Many use them without injury, and others might if they would. 
The responsibility^ therefore, it is maintained, belongs exclu- 
sively to each individual agent, who thus voluntarily becomes 
ensnared and ruined. 

In order to test a questioii of morals, in any specific case, it 
sometimes becomes necessary to see what general principle of 
morality is involved in that case, and then decide the question in 
view of this general principle — otherwise, our prejudices, and th^ 
peculiar circumstances of the case, may mislead our judgments. 
The general principle in the case before us, must be this: — No 
man is accountable for becoming the occasion of another's sin, 
oecause the sinner, as a free agent, might have refrained from 
the sinful act if he would. Now, will this principle bear? Let 
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US try it. Here is a man who keeps a store of books and prints, 
of most pernicious moral tendency — got up, however, in a most 
fascinating style, and by their wit and elegance directly calcu- 
lated to captivate and ensnare the minds of the young. Upon the 
principle laid down, this man is not responsible for the mischief 
he does, though scores of youths are drawn in and ruined. He 
may plead, they are free moral agents — it is not necessary they 
should be corrupted — if they would only do as they might, they 
might improve their taste and their style, and experience no in- 
jury. Would this satisfy the parent, whose child had been rdined 
by these pernicious books ? But is the bookseller worse than the 
rum-seller? Are bad books more demoralizing and ruinous than 
intoxicating liquors.^ Let facts decide. Indeed the principle 
of morality involved in this plea of the dealer, is as wide from the 
morality of the Gospel, as the poles from each other. The Gos- 
pel not only requires that we should not put '^ a stumbling-block 
or an occasion to fall, in our brother's way," but demands, that, 
as far as in us lies, we should remove from his path the stumb- 
ling-blocks that another has placed before him. ^' He that 
knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin." * * * 
But to settle this question for ever, with all believers of the 
Bible, our Saviour has told us expressly, that though **it must 
needs be that offences come," yet '^wo to that man, by whom the 
offence cometh." Such is the weakness of moral principle in 
raan^ and such the strength of depravity, that we cannot expect 
but that men will stumble and fall. There is a kind of necessity 
in the case — that is, it is the natural result, and what might be 
expected, especially if occasion is given; therefore, ** Wo unto 
that man hy whom the offence cometh. " Will the dealer stand up in 
the face of this denunciation, and claim that he is not guilty, be- 
cause the transgressor in any individual case, was a free agent, 
and acted on his own responsibility? He is to blame, it is true, 
for stumbling — but the man who placed the stumbling-block in his 
way, is also verily guilty. In short, there is no case in which a 
man will be justified in doing what he is well assured will prove 
injurious to another, except where the general tendency of what 
is done, is known to be advantageous on the whole. Preaching 
the Gospel, for instance, becomes an occasion of aggravated guilt 
to those who reject it. But the Gospel, on the whole, is known 
to be advantageous, and therefore it should be preached, not- 
withstanding, in some instances, it becomes *' a savor of death." 
So governments founded on the popular will, may oflen be the 
occasion of popular tumults and party strife, yet those govern- 
ments should be sustained, because they are, on the whole ad- 
vantageous. But here, and in all similar c&ses, the morality of 
favoring or opposing these institutions, is tested entirely irre- 
spective of the agency and responsibility of those who make these 
an occasion of injury to themselves, and purely on the ground of 
the general tendency of these institutions, in their influence upon 
8 
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human nature cm U m, and not as it ought to be. This is a test 
of moral action which must be conceded to, by every man of 
common understanding, and of an ingenuous mind — ^he cannot 
get rid of it. Let us apply it then, to the rum trade. Is this a 
business that works well in practice ? Are its general tendencies 
good ? We have just heard clearly demonstrated, the pernicious 
influence of this trade upon national wealth,* and it might be as 
clearly demonstrated that it leads to bankruptcy in national mor- 
alft-rthat it is ruinous to' political integrity, to bodily health, to 
sociil and domestic enjoyment — in short, we may say, that this 
tt'ade, in its general bearings upon community, *' m evt/, and only 
evilf and tkat conUuually,^* In this point of view, it has not a sin- 
gle redeeming feature — in its whole aspect it is dark and threat- 
ening — in its entire operation, it is most calamitous. 

Having examined the premises and conclusion in the argument 
laid down, and having patiently heard all the arguments the 
dealer can urge in his own defence, we come, it is believed, fairly 
to the conclusion, — '' That all who continue in the traffic of ar- 
dent spirits, stand in an intimate and criminal relation to all the 
evils of intemperance, and, on moral principles, must be held 
responsible for those evils." * * * 

II. So long as men, laying any just claim to morality and re- 
spectability, maintain the right to sell ardent spirits, it will be 
considered respectable and moral to use them. 

But it has been seen already, that so long as the use continues, 
intemperance will continue. Therefore — 

For these men to maintain the right of traffic, is to throw them- 
selves most effectually, in direct opposition to the cause of tem- 
po rant^e. 

If this argument is sustained, it will follow of course, that the 
dealers in this article, are the men chiefly responsible for the contin- 
uance of the evils of intemperance, not only because they furnish 
the occasions of these evils, as was seen in the former argument, 
but also, because they stand directly in the way of those benevo- 
lent efforts, that might otherwise remove them. There are evi- 
dently two parties in this business, the consumers and the agents. 
The agents are made up of the manufacturers, and those who, in 
the way of trade, facilitate the distribution. Now to those who 
profess to be moral, in both of these parties, we say, You all 
share in the guilt of drunkenness, — the agent, because, though he 
does not drink himself, yet he furnishes others with the means of 
intoxication — the moderate drinker, because, though he does not 
get intoxicated himself, he encourages others in a course which, 
in numerous instances, as he well knows, results in intemperance. 
So far both are responsible, and neither can shifl his share of the 
guilt on to the other — and neither party can accomplish the de- 
sired reform alone, unaided by the co-operation of the other. On 

* Speech of Gerrit Smith, £eq. 
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this ground, therefore, we might safely rest the argument, thaA 
those concerned in this traffic, are effectually opposing the tem- 
perance reformation. 

But the argument bears with stronger force against the dealers, 
than against those who merely set the example of the use. The 
dealer acts a more prominent and a more important part — his 
influence in respect to the use, is more extended and more irre- 
sistible ; and hence his example and character icill take the lead in 
giving a character to this whole business. So long then aj| it is 
.counted moral and reputable to fbrnish ardent spirits for the mar- 
ket, so long it will be considered moral and reputable to buy and 
to use them. These agents therefore, in the manufacture and 
distribution are effectually screening the use of intoxicating liquors 
from the brand o£ immorality and irfamy. * # * 

But it is said, '^ If I do not sell, others will, and therefore for 
me to refrain, will only be to give place to another, who will ex- 
ercise the same influence that I do in the traffic, and hence there 
will be no gain to the cause of temperance." Answer: You 
know not that another will sell in your place, if you renounce the 
traffic: or if this should happen, your influence in this matter may 
have a great influence upon your former customers, and will no 
doubt give additional strength to the temperance cause, in your 
circle of acquaintances; an*] at any rate, the new trader, that, in 
this business, becomes your substitute, will not exert the same 
influence that you do, unless, like yourself, he have a reputation 
for morality and respectability; and if he have, my argument is for 
him as well as for you, and it is expected he will feel its force, 
and refrain also from the traffic. '* But it is urged that if all 
respectable and virtuous men give up the traffic, it will be worse 
for the community than it now is, as the business will then be man- 
aged by unprincipled men, and of course in a way much more 
destructive to the interests of the people." This is the ground 
on which some dealers have thought it not only allowable, but 
even obligatory upon them, to continue this trade. I have heard 
such men say, they felt it their duty in order to keep the business 
out of the hands of bad men! ! It seems that this traffic is such a 
blood-hound of destruction to our race, that the leash should be 
held by the pure moralist, who will let him on or call him off, 
" according to /atu." He is at any rate, a beast of prey, whose 
appropriate work is to riot in human blood; but then, in the 
hands of the moralist, he destroys fewer it may be, and these in a 
more decent style ! * # # 

Let us glance at this excuse in another point of view. It has 
already been intimated, that every specific rule of morality, is 
resolvable into some general principle. What is the general 
principle, on which the excuse for this traffic is predicated? It is 
this — whenever there is sufficient ground for believing, that a given 
injury will be done to the community by somebody, it then ceases to be 
a moral wrong for any one to inflict tiiat injury. Now, I grant that 
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this is a most extraordinary moral maxim or principle, but if the 
right to sell ardent spirits is maintained, on the ground that some- 
body will sell, then this must be the rule which applies in the 
case — a rule which, to be discarded, ** needs but to be seen." 
How does this rule correspond with the morality of our Saviour, 
especially in that passage already quoted; '* It must needs be 
that oifences come, but wo unto that man by whom the offence 
cometh." Here the principle is most explicitly reprobated. The 
dealer tells ys he sells, and becomes an occasion of offence or 
stumbling to others, because it mttst needs 6e, from the known na- 
ture and practices of man, that such occasions will be given by 
somebody — and therefore he shall add nothing to the miseries of, 
the world if he should be the medium of the offence. But, sir, let 
him look at the denunciation, let it ring in his ears, and sink 
down into his soul — Wo unto that man by whom the offence cometh. 
In concluding the argument, I will examine one other way of 
getting rid of this responsibility — it is by division and subdivision, 
until it is annihilated. We have all heard of the infinite divisi- 
bility of matter, but never of its possible annihilation by the pro- 
cess. Our experimenters in moral philosophy however, have 
discovered that by dividing up moral obligation, to some indefinite 
extent, the whole becomes annihilated. The reasoning runs thus 
— ** My individual sales will not sensibly affect the great whole of 
community ; and if I should abandon the traffic, and no one should 
assume it in my stead, this would produce no sensible change in 
the consumption and consequent evils, therefore my responsibility 
is nothing." That is, to translate this language into plain Eng- 
lish — ** I can do but little either way, therefore my responsibility 
in the case is nothing — no considerable part of the whole work 
can possibly belong to me, therefore I am not obliged to do the 
part that does belong to me ! " — Who does not see that this is jis 
bad morality, as it is logic? .It is by such reasoning, that certain 
proverbs have gained currency, such as — ** What is every body's 
business, is no body's" — *' Public bodies have no soul nor con- 
science." The truth is, however, what is every body's business 
is every body's — and if public bodies have no conscience nor soul, 
they ought to have, and each is obligated to bring his share to the 
public conscience ; and if he have a correct individual conscience, 
he will do it. He who numbers our hairs, and counts the atoms 
of the universe, will, in making out the final retribution, find no 
difficulty in assigning to each his proper proportion. Not a par- 
ticle of this obligation is lost; for public obligation is made up of 
individual obligation, and duties in common must be discharged 
by individual agency. Hence each individual is as much obli- 
gated to exert his single agency, as if the whole work was his. 
Whatever others may do or not do, his own individual account 
will not be affected thereby; and whatever may be the event of 
the common cause, he stands or falls by his own acts. And will 
any one say his part of the responsibility is so small, that he iM 
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willing to meet it fearless of the consequences ? Alas ! the man 
that says this, knows not what he says. Is there a dealer who 
would be willing to read the history of his own sales, in their 
direct results and collateral bearings: such a history would pierce 
his soul, and terrify his imagination with dark and horrid images. 
The moral infection that has been engendered, by his sales alone, 
would darken the air around him. He would hear the sighs of 
the aged parent, whose profligate son had brought down his gray 
hairs with sorrow to the grave. He would encounter the impre- 
cations of the more than a widowed wife, who, in secret places, 
pleads with the Judge of all the earth to avenge her wrongs — he 
would hear th4 sobbings of the more than orphan child — he would 
hear the groans of the pit — the wailings of the damned. Who 
could endure this scene? A faint description of it sickens the 
heart. 

The merchant is in the habit of calculating his loss and gain, 
with great exactness, and the balance sheet will convince him of 
his profit or loss. I will leave it to him, to calculate the credit 
side of his traffic, in dollars and cents — but let me show him as 
definitely as possible, his indebtedness on the score of moral obli- 
gation. There are probably not far from sixty thousand dealers 
in ardent spirits, in the United States — and perhaps three hun- 
dred and seventy-five thousand drunkards. This would give to 
each dealer an average dividend of six and a fraction. But the 
generations of drunkards are short, and a veteran dealer outlives 
two or three generations of these unhappy and short-lived men. 
Hence, each dealer, on an average, who follows the business 
through life, may have been instrumental of making from twelve 
to twenty drunkards, and of bringing them to an untimely grave. 
These have friends and families that are made wretched — they 
spread around them a moral pestilence — they blaspheme eindjigkt 
and murder — and for all these evils, as well as for the direct ruin 
of the drunkards themselves, the dealer, according to the forego- 
ing arguments, must be held morally responsible. And will he 
risk or fearlessly meet these responsibilities.^ What has he to 
balance this amount or debt ? All that he can show is the hun- 
dreds of thousands that he has put into his coffers, by the traffic. 
But will money cancel moral guilt, or discharge from moral, obli- 
gation? What pecuniary consideration would induce a man to 
share with this whole nation, the guilt of ruining one man? But 
to feel the lashings of a guilty conscience, and to hear the denun- 
ciations of a righteous Judge, for the accumulated guilt of an in- 
dividual agency, in the ruin of so many — in such a judgment who 
can stand? Let the dealer strike the balance, and if he finds that 
hitherto he has been doing a bad buatness, let him abandon it for- 
ever, 

8* 12 
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B. (P. 28.) 

In a law of Massachusetts, passed March 23, 1B33, it is de- 
clared that any persoa who shall, in violation of the law, sell a 
lottery ticket, or knowiaglj suffer one to be sold in any building, 
•wned or rented by him within the Comtnon wealth, he shall for- 
feit and pay a sum not less than one hundred, nor more than two 
thousand dollars ; and that if any one afler conviction shall repeat 
the offence, he shall be sentenced for every subsequent offence to 
labor in the house of correction, or in the conmion jail, for a term 
of time not less than three months^ nor more than tirelve months. 
And it is also declared, that any person who shall make, sell, or 
offer for sale any fictitious lottery tickets or part of a ticket, 
knowing it to be fictitious, he shall be punished by imprisonment 
or confinement to labor in the State prison for a term of time not 
less than one year, nor more than three years. 

The above statute is founded on the true principle of legisla- 
tion with regard to sin; not to license it, but to defend the com- 
munity from its evils. And are not the evils of selling ardent 
spirit, as a drink, a greater nuisance to the community than the 
evils of lottery gambling? And is it a less sin for legislators to 
license the one, than it is to license the other .^ And do they not 
by licensing either, manifestly corrupt and injure the community ? 

It was judged at one time, that liquor distilled through leaden 
pipes was injurious to the health of the community. A law was 
therefore passed by the legislature of Massachusetts, that no per- 
son should distil, or draw off ardent spirit or strong liquors 
througk leaden pipes, under penalty of one hundred pounds; and 
that no artificer should make any pipe or lead for distilling, of 
bad pewter, or any mixture of lead, under penalty of one hundred 
pounds. 

But was the injury to the health of the community, occasioned 
by leaden pipes, to be compared with the injury occasioned by 
ardent spirit? and yet legislators forbid the one under a penalty 
of a hundred pounds, and license the other. Had leaden pipes, 
like ardent spirit, caused over wide regions of country more than 
one in five of all the deaths among men ; and in the United States 
killed thirty thousand persons in a year, well might it have been 
forbidden ; or, in the language of a distinguished jurist, * ' the sin of 
keeping a poisonous dramshop,^^ been indicted at common law, as a 
mAlic nuisance. Of all the public nuisances that now exist, pro- 
bably none are more destruction to mankind, than the sale of ar- 
dent spirit. 
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C. (P. 31.) 

Pursuant to the invitation of the American Tempeiance So- 
ciety, delegates appointed by various Tefsperance Societies in the 
United States, to the number of four hundred, and from twenty- 
one States, assembled in Convention at the Hall of Independence 
in Philadelphia, on the 24th day of May, 1833, '' to consider the 
best means of extending, by a general diffusion of information, 
and the exerti9n of a kind and perauaoive moral influence, the 
principle of abstinence from the use of ardent spirit, throughout 
our country.'^* 

The Convention was organized by the appointment of the fel- 
lowihg officers, viz: 

President, Reuben H. Walworth, of the State of New York. 

Vice Presidents, Roberts Vaux, of Pennsylvania; John Tappan, 
of Massachusetts; Timothy Pitkin, of Connecticut; Peter l>. 
Vroom, of New- Jersey; Willard Hall, of Delaware; John C 
Herbert, of Maryland; Joseph Lumpkin, pf Georgia; Wm. 
McDowell, of South Carolina. 

Secretaries, Mark Doolittle, of Massachusetts; John Marsh, 
of Connecticut; John Wheelwright, of New- York; Lyndon A. 
Smith, of New- Jersey ; Isaac S. Loyd, of Pennsylvania; Judge 
Darling, of Pennsylvania; R. Breckenridge, of Maryland; 
Daniel W. Lathrop, of Ohio. 

The Convention was opened with prayer by Dr. Brantley of 
Pennsylvania. The Circular of the American Temperance So- 
ciety, calling the Convention, and setting forth the object for 
which it had assembled, was then read. 

The room occupied by the Convention, not being sufficiently 
large to accommodate its members, it was, on motion, 

Resolved, That Matthew Newkirk, James Gray, and Robert 
£arp, be a committee to procure a more suitable place, and rer 
port to the Convention. 

Resolved, That all committees be appointed by the President. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed, whose duty it shall 
be to prepare and digest business for the Convention, and report 
such subjects as in their opinion ought to occupy its attention. 

Resolved, That said committee consist of seven. 

Whereupon the following gentlemen were appointed. 

Justin Edwards, of Massachusetts; Amos Twitchell, of N. 
Hampshire; Charles Griswold, of Connecticut ; Edward C. Del- 
avan, of New-York; Gerrit Smith, of New- York; Hugh Max- 
well, of New York; S. K. Talmadge, of Georgia. 

Resolved, That all motions be committed to writing, and sub- 
mitted to the Standing Committee, without discussion. 

Resolved, That members of Congressional and State Legisla- 
tive Temperance societies, be invited to sit as honorary members 
of the Convention. 
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Resolved, That the deliberatioii0 of this body be each daj 
opened with prayer. 

The Standing Committee reported the following resolutions, 
which^^er amendment, were adopted. 

Re9olvedfTlnBk the Convention meet each day during its ses- 
sion, mt 9 <r'clock, A. M., adjourn at 1 oclock, P. M., and as- 
•emUlil agaift at half past d, ^P. M . 

The committee to provide a place for the meetings of the Con- 
vention, reM>rted that they had obtained the 5th Presbyterian 
church, in Arch, above Tenth-street, whereupon it was 

Reaolvedy That when this Convention adjourn, it adjourn to 
meet at this place, whence it shall move in procession, headed by 
its officers, to the place designated by the committee. 

On motion, adjourned. 

.^flemoon. 

The Convention organized at the appomted hour, and in pur- 
suance of the resolutioil adopted at the former session, prociseded 
to the 5th Presbyterian church. 

The following resolutions, reported by the Standincr Committee, 
were then considered, and adopted. 

Restated, That no member of the Convention be allowed to 
occupy more than ten minutes, in the remarks he may make be- 
fore the Convention at any one time, and that he shall not be al- 
lowed to speak more than twice on any subject or question, with- 
out in either case obtaining the unanimous consent of the Con- 
vention. 

Resolved, That notice be given in the churches and newspapers 
of Philadelphia, that a temperance meeting will be held in this 
city next Monday evening, at half past 7 o'clock, for the general 
;<Rttendance of the citizens and others. 

The Standing Oonmittee reported the following resolutions^ 
which were severally considered, and adopted. 

I. Resolved, That in our judgment it is the duty of all men to 
abstain from the use of ardent spirit, and from the traffic in it. Q) 

II. Resolved, That it is in our view expedient, that all who are 
acquainted with this subject, unite with temperance societies. (') 

III. Resolved, That we regard with peculiar satisfaction, the 
formation of the American Congressional Temperance Society, 
and express our decided conviction that, should similar societies 
be formed by the Legislatures of each State, they would greatly 
benefit our country and the world. (*) 

IV. Resolved, That the regulations adopted by the national 
government, for discouraging the use of ardent spirit in the army 
and navy of the United States, evince the wisdom of the rulers 
of the people, and their paternal care over the individuals em- 
ployed in their service. (*) 

V. Resolved, That the abolition of the practice of furnishing 
merchant vessels with ardent spirit, or employing men who drink 
it to navigate them, would greatly promote the interests of the 
country^. (*) 
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VI. Resolved, That teinp«ranbe societies in all mechanical and 
manufacturing establishments, while they would promole the pe- 
cuniary interests of all concerned in them, woula also in various 
ways, promote the good of the puWic. (•) 

VII. Reaolved, That the formation of a tenperttoM society in 
each ward of every city, and in each district of every" county and 
town in the United States, Would tend powerfully to cdloplete 
and to perpetuate the temperance reformation. C) 

VIII. Resolved, That each State society be requested to take 
, the direction of the temperance cause within its own limits, and to 

employ one or more permanent VLsenis, to visit periodically erery 
part of the State, and to devote their whole time and strength to 
the promotion of this work. (') 

IX. Resolved, That each family in the United States he re- 
quested tQ furnish themselves with some temperance publication. (*) 

X. Resolved, That the increase of temperance groceries, pub- 
lic houses and steam boats, iii'which ardent spirijt is not fur- 
nished, is highly auspicious to the interests of our country; and 
that the friends of human happiness, by encouraging such estab- 
lishments in all suitable ways, till they shall become universal, 
will perform an important service to mankind. (*°) > 

XI. Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended to all emi- 
grants who contemplate removing in a body from foreign coun- 
tries to the United States, and also, to those who contemplate 
removing from one part of our own country to anothet, before 
tj;ieir removal, or on their passage, to form themselves into a 
temperance society. (^*) 

On motion, adjourned. 

May 25th. The Convention met at the stated hour, and was 
opened with prayer by Dr. Hewitt of Connecticut. 

The minutes of the preceding day w.ere read and approved. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That the secretaries have power to make such ver- 
bal alterations in the minutes and resolutions, as>will best ex- 
press their meaning. 

The consideration of the remaining resolutions reported by the 
standing committee at the former session, was then resumed, and 
the following were adopted. 

XII. Resolved, That temperance societies and the friends of 
temperance throughout the country, be requested to hold simul- 
taneous meetings, on the last Tuesday in February, 1834, to 
review what has been done during the past year ; to consider 
what remains to be done, and to take such measures as may be 
suitable, by the universal diffusion of information, and by kind 
moral influence, to extend and perpetuate the principles and the 
blessings of temperance over our land. (") 

XIII. Resolved, That a correspondence be opened with na- 
tional temperance societies and friends of temperance in other 
countries, for the purpose of procurinn^ as far as practicable. 
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meetings at the same time, for the same purpose, throughout the 

world.P*!. 

XIV. *Me8olved^ That it be reconttnended to temperance soci- 
eties and fhends of temperance of every description, to obtain as 
full and accurate statistics as possible, and embody ttiem for the 
benefit of the community, in the annual reports, and communicate 
them at the simultaneous meetings ; especially on the following 
points, viz. 

What is the population ? 
^What number belong to temperance societies? ^^ 

\low many have been added to them the past year? 

How many have renounced Hie traffic ? 

How maay groceries and how many taverns in which ardent 
spirit is not sold? 

How many continue to sell, and what quantity is now used? 

How many drunkards have been reformed? 

How many are now drunkards? 

How many distilleries have been stopped, and how many are 
now in operation? 

How many deaths is there reason to believe were caused by 
intemperance? 

What proportion of pauperism and of crime, are occasioned by 
strong drink ? 

How many criminals were convicted the past year, who drink 
no ardent spirit, and howihany who do drink it? (*^) 

XV. Resolvedy That as ihe sole object of- the Americ^ 
Temperance Society, and those numerous State and othej tem- 
perance societies, which have been formed in accordance with it 
throughout our country, — ever has been, is now, and ever 
OUGHT TO BE, the promotion of temperance, to this object alone 
all their efforts ought to be invariably and perseveringly direct- 
ed. (»«) 

XVI. Jjp a i fo ed, That as ^he question has arisen among the 
friends of^dknperance and agricultural improvement, what shall 
be done with surplus grains, provided they are not converted in- 
to ardent spirit, the friends of human improvements are requested 
to investigate thj^elk subject, and to present the results to the, pub- 
lic through the medium of the press. (**) 

XVII. Resolved, That the prompt and united testimony of 
*many physicians, to the hurtful nature and destructive tendency 

of ardent spirit, has been a powerful auxiliary to the temperance 
cause; and should that respectable and influential class of our 
citizens all exert their influence to induce the whole community 
to abstain from the use of it, they ivould render themselves still 
more eminently useful. (^?) 

XVIII. Resolved, That the medical profession be requested to 
inquire whether substitutes for alcohol may not be found, and its 
use be dispensed with in medical practice, and to give the results 
of their inyestigation to the pubtic. ('^) 
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XIX. Reached, That editors of papers and other pefiodicals, 
who from time to time publish information on the subject of tem- 
perance, are rendering impottant service to the cause; ibd should 
all editors adopt and pursue a similar course, they iHU render 
themselves the benefactors of mankind. (^*) , 

XX. Resolved, That the associations of young men have been 
powerful auxiliaries to the temperance cause, and ghould all 
the young men in the United States, and especially in the literary 
institutions, unite in temperance societies, they would render 
themselves benefactors to our country and the world. {^) 

XXI. Resolved, That the inflhence of the female sex, in fa^^or 
of the temperance cause, has haft a highly salutary effect upon 
all classes in the community, and especially upon those who are 
the hope of future generations, the children and youth; and that 
should the influence to which they are so justly entitled, be 
unitedly and universally exerted in favor of this cause, they 
would do much to perfect and to perpetuate the moral renovation 
of the whole human family. (**) 

XXII. Resolved, That it is expedient that the friends of tem- 
perance in all countries, unite their counsels and their efforts, to 
extend the principles of temperance throughout the world. (**) 

XXIII. Resolved, That the fundamental and Ivighly salutary 
influence, which the promotion of the cause of temperance must 
have on the purity and permanence of civil institutions, demands 
for it the countenance and active co-oj^ration of every real pa- 
triot. (»») 

XXIV. Resolved, That the influence of temperance on the 
intellectual elevation, the moral character, the social happiness, 
and the future prospects of mankind, is such as ought to obtain 
for it the cordial approbation, and the united, vigorous and perse- 
vering efforts of all the philanthropic and humane of every class, 
age, sex, and country. (**) 

On motion, adjourned to Monday 27th. 

May 21th. At the stated hour the Convention met, and was 
opened with prayer by Christian Keener, of Maryland. 

The minutes of the preceding day were read and approved. 

Nicholas Devereaux, of New- York, was appointed a member 
of the^ Standing Committee, in the room of Hugh Maxwell, who 
had left the city. 

The Standing Committee reported that the meeting this evening 
will be addressed by 

G. S. Hillard of Massachusetts, Thos. P. Hunt of North 
Carolina, Thos. H. Stockton of Maryland, Joseph Lumpkin ot 
Georgia, and Nathaniel Hewitt of Connecticut. 

The following resolution, reported by the Committee, was 
adopted. ' 

Whereas, It has been announced that Henry T. Newman, a del- 
egate to this body from the British and Foreign Temperance So 



96 AMERICAN TEMPERANCE SOCIETT. {322 

ciety, has arrived in this country, and expected to be at this 
meeting, but is providentially prevented, therefore, 

XXV. Resolved, That we cordially reciprocate the fraternal 
kindness manifested by the British and Foreign Temperance So- 
ciety, in the appointment of the above mentioned delegate, and 
express our earnest desire and hope, that the mutual confidence 
now subsisting between temperance societies in this and other 
countries, may be perpetuated and increased, till intemperance 
and its evils shall have ceased, and temperance, with all its at- 
tendant blessings, shall universally prevail. (^) 

The President then informed the Convention that Stephen 
Van Rensselaer, of the State o£*New-York, had offered to defiray 
the expense of publiahing 100,000 copies of the proceedings of the 
Convention, for gratuitous distribution; whereupon it was unani- 
mously 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention be presented to 
tStephen Van Rensselaer, of the city of Albany, for his liberality 
in proposing to defray the expense of distributing 100,000 copies 
of the proceedings of this Convention. 

Resolved, That the President and Vice-Presidents be a Com- 
mittee to communicate to Stephen Van Rensselaer the foregoing 
resolution. 

The Standing Committee then reported the following resolution, 
which was adopted. 

XXVI. Resolved, That- the formation within six years, of more 
than 6,000 temperance societies, embracing more than a million 
of members; the relinquishment of the manufacture of ardent 
spirit, by more than 2,000 distilleries, and of the sale of it by 
more than 5,000 merchants; the banishment of the poison from 
the United States army, and to a great extent from the navy; 
the sailing of more than 700 vessels, in which ardent spirit is not 
used; the hitherto unparalleled exhibition of more than 5,000 
drunkards, within five years, ceasing to use intoxicating drinks, 
and becoming, as all drunkards if they take this course will, so- 

* ber men, and many of them highly respectable and useful men; 
and the uniform and universal progress of the temperance refor- 
ftiation, whenever and wherever suitable means have been used 
for its advancement, are, it is believed, facts which call loudly for 
fervent gratitude to the Author of all good, and for united and 
persevering efforts on the part of its friends, to extend univer- 
sally and perpetuate the temperance cause. 

A resolution, reported by the Standing Committee, on the sub- 
ject of a general union, which was laid on the tabic at a former 
session, was now taken up; and on motion, 

Resolved, That it be referred to a committee, consisting of one 
member from each State represented in this body. — Whereupon 
the following were appointed that committee, with instructions 
to report to this Convention. 

Joseph C. Lovejoy, Maine; E. P. Walton, Vermont: Eli 
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Ives, Connecticut; John Wheelwright, New- York; Isaac S. 
Lojd, Pennsylvania; Christian Keener, Maryland; EphriajDi 
Addoms, Virginia; Isaac W. Waddell, S. Carolina; R. II. Syjill, 
Kentucky; Robert H. Chapman, Tennessee; N. M. WeH^s, 
Indiana; E. C. Tro'wbridge, Michigan; Andrew Rankin, IS^w- 
Hampshire; Mark Doolittle, Massachusetts; Frederick A. Far- 
ley, Rhode Island; John McLean, New-Jersey; Thomas 
J. Higgins, Delaware; Wm. R. Collier, District Columbia; 
Thomas P. Hunt, North Carolina; S. K. Talmadge, Georgia; 
J. Seward, Ohio; Peter Donan, Missouri; Enoch Kinsbury, Il- 
linois; Wm. T. Brantley, Alabama. 

The Standing Committee reported a resolution which was under 
discussion to the hour of adjournment, when on motion, the 
Convention adjourned. 

J^emoon 

The Convention met at the stated hour, and again took up the 
resolution which was before it at the former session, which was 
adopted as follows: 

XXVII. Resolvedy That in the opinion of this Convention, the 
traffic in ardent spirit as a drink, and the use of it as such, are 
morally wrong, and ought to be abandoned throughout the 
world. {*') 

The committee to whom was referred the resolution on the 
subject of a general union, reported that they had unanimously 
agreed to recommend the adoption of the resolution as reported 
by the Standing Committee, which was under consideration, when 
on motion the Convention adjourned to meet at the Hall of the 
Musical Fund Society, this evening at a quarter before 8 o'clock, 
in order to lay before the public, who have been invited to as- 
semble there, some history of the progress of the temperance 
cause. 

Evening, 

The Convention assembled at the time and place appointed, 
when 

G. S. Hillard of Massachusetts, Tho's. P. Hunt of North Car- 
olina, Tho's. H. Stockton of Maryland, and Nathaniel Hewitt 
of Connecticut, presented to a very large and attentive audienc6 
that had assembled, a brief but impressive history of the tempe- 
rance cause, together with an exposition of the principles upon 
which it is established. 

After an appeal to the large and interesting circle of ladies 
who were present, by Reuben H. Walworth, President of the 
Convention, setting forth the power and extent of female influ- 
ence, the meeting proceeded to business. 

The Standing Committee reported that they had no farther mat- 
ter to lay before the Convention ; whereupon it was 

Resolved, That the committee be now discharged. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Convention be presented to 
9 
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the Standing Committee for the faithfiil and prompt discharge of 
the duties intrusted to them by the Convention. 

Resolved^ That the thanks of the Convention be presented to its 
President, Reuben H. WaSwrorth, for the dignified, impartial 
and very acceptable manner in which he has presided over its 
deliberations. 

, The President thea expressed his gratefiil sense of this ac- 
knowledgement on the part of the Convention, and his satisfac- 
tion in having presided over its deliberations, when he withdrew. 

Roberts Vaux of Pennsylvania, one of the Vice-Presidents, 
then took the chair. 

The resolution reported by the Standing Committee, and ap- 
proved by the Committee from each state, was then taken up, and 
after amendment, was adopted as follows: 

XXVIII. Resolved, That the Officers of the American Tem- 
perance Society, and of the several State societies, are hereby 
requested to act as a United States Temperance Society; to 
hold mutual consultations and to take all suitable measures to 
carry into effect the objects of this Convention; to embody pub- 
lic sentiment, and by the universal diffusion of information and 
the exertion of kind moral influence, to extend the principles 
and blessings of the temperance reformation throughout our 
country and throughout the world. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That the vital interests and complete success of the 
temperance cause demand that in all the efforts of the friends ot 
that cause against the use of ardent spirit, no substitute except 
pure water be recommended as a drink. 

On motion. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention be presented to 
the Select and Common Council of the city of Philadelphia, for 
their kindness and liberality in granting to it the use of the Hall 
of Independence. 

.On motion, 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Convention be presented to 
the trustees and congregation of the 5th Presbyterian Church, 
for the use of their house during the sitting of the Convention. 

Onmoti6n, 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Convention be presented to 
the Vice-Presidents and Secretaries for the faithful discharge of 
their duties. 

Having disposed of the various subjects that had been pre- 
sented with great harmony and unanimity of feeling, with an 
earnest desire for the guidance of God, and^ confident reliance 
on Him to bless their effoits in the advancement of the cause, to 
strengthen and animate them to renewed and persevering exer- 
tion, until the principles of temperance shall prevail in every land, 
and its attendant blessings be enjoyed by all the nations of the 
earth, the Convention adjourned sine die. 
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Reasons for complying with the ResoltUions offered hy the Committee 

and adopted by the ^Convention. 

(^) 1. Temperance requires it. As temperance is the moderate 
and proper use of things beneficial, and is abstinence from things 
hurtful, and ardent spirit is one of the hurtful things, temperance 
with regard to this, is abstinence, 

2. The drinking of ardent spirit will form intemperate appe- 
tites; and if intemperate appetites are formed, they will, in many 
cases, be gratified. Of course, while the drinxing of ardent spint 
is continued, intemperance can never be prevented. 

3. By the selling of ardent spirit, men teach that it is right to 
buy and drink it ; a doctrine which is false^ and to many is fatal. 

4. All men would be better without the use of ardent spirit; of 
course to drink it, or to furnish it to be drunk by others, is sin. 

(^) 1. Because without it men will not receive so much bene- 
fit from their example. 

2. Temperance Societies have been one of the principal means 
of promoting the Temperance Reformation. 

3. Should all persons join them, and act consistently, intem- 
perance to a great extent would cease. 

(^) 1. The example of legislators has great influence in the 
community. 

2. It would have a highly salutary influence on legislation. 

3. It would tend to promote the purity of elections, and thus to 
extend and perpetuate the blessings of free institutions. 

(^) 1. They would tend to promote the health and comfort of 
the men. 

2. To promote obedience to ordters, and thus to lessen the 
number and severity of punishments. 

3. To prevent an enormous waste of human life. 

(5) 1. It would promote the health and comfort of seamen. 

2. It would promote the pecuniary interest of all concerned 

3. It would prevent many ship-wrecks, and the loss of mtskj 
lives. 

(*) 1. It would promote the intellectual elevation, the moral 
improvement, and the social happiness of the workmen. 

2. It would improve the quality of their work. 

3. When they go from one establishment to another, a certifi- 
cate of their being worthy members of a Temperance Society 
would be a ready passport to business and an important safeguard 
to employers. 

(J) 1. It would tend to bring the subject before the whole 
community. 

2. It would greatly increase the number and activity of its 
friends 

3. It would reform many who are now drunkards. 

(®) 1. It is the most ready way to awaken universal atten- 
tion ; and to s^ure ever-growing interest and efiTort in the cause 
2. It is highly economical as to men and money. 
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3. It is essential to that thorough and systematic effort which 
tends to the most complete and speedy triumph of this cause. 

(*) 1. Information is essential to wise, efficient and perma- 
nent action. 

2. It would increase especially among the young, a spirit of 
reading. 

3. It would to a great extent, give to each part of the country 
the benefit of the experience of all other parts, and thus render 
ti^ efforts of all more eminently useful. 

(*°) 1. It would lessen the danger of youth and remove one oi 
the most powerful incentives to intemperance. 
, ^. It would prevent a great amount of pauperism and crime. 

3. It would greatly promote the temperance, safety, and com- 
fort of travelers. 

(**) 1. It will lessen the dangers of their journey. 

2. It will lessen their exposure from a change of climate, and 
from their settlement among strangers. 

3. It will render them a greater blessing to the peqjrfe among 
whom they may dwell. 

(^^) 1. It will awaken new interest and lead to a great in- 
crease of effort. 

S. It will be a convenient time for annual meetings, and will 
lead a much greater number of people to attend them. 

3. It will lead to a more general development of facts; and 
spread more extensively the knowledge of them. 

(^^) 1. It is an object of common and universal concern; 
in which the friends of humanity of every sect, denomination and 
country may unite. 

2, It will tend to increase their information, 4heir efforts and 
their success. 

3. It will tend to unite good men of all countries in all good 
things. 

[^*) 1. It will awaken more general attention, and developc 
much valuable information. 

2. It will greatly increase the interest and the usefulness of the; 
simultaneous meetings. 

3. It will lead to a more thorough investigation, and to a more 
universal extension of a knowledge of facts. 

('^) 1. It will unite a greater number, and lead to more 
general efforts for the promotion of the cause. 

2. It will render their efforts more efficient, and more suc- 
cessful. 

3. Without perseverance, the work cannot be completed, or 
the benefits obtained be permanently secured. 

(^^) 1. It will show that the distillation of grain is a viola 
tion of the true principles of political economy; and a great losft 
to the pecuniary interests of the country. 

2. It will show, that it is a loss to the grain-growers theio- 
selves ; and tends to the injury and ruin of their children. 
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3. That to encourage distillation is to be accessory to enor- 
mous injustice toward the community. 

(*'') 1. From the nature of their profession, their opinions 
on this subject must have great weight with the community. 

2. They enjoy peculiar facilities for acquiring inforn^tion on 
this subject, and circulating the truth. 

3. Their example will have a powerful influence on gentlemen 
in the other professions, and in all the higher walks of life. 

(^^) 1. The prescription of ardent spirit as a medicine, 
has often been the means of forming intemperate appetites, anil 
of leading to drunkenness and ruin. ^ 

2. Many eminent physicians now entirely dispense with it, in 
medical practice, and in their view not only without detriment, but^ 
to peculiar advantage. 

3. Could it consistently b^ dispensed with in medical practice 
universally, a powerful cause of intemperance would be removed. 

(^^) 1. The press is one of the chief instruments of com- 
municating information, and forming public sentiment. 

2. It can speak to multitudes that can be addressed in no other 
way. 

3. By the promotion of temperance, it will aid essentially all 
patriotic, humane, and benevolent efforts. 

(2°) 1. To no class is the Temperance Reformation of more 
importance than to young men 

2. No class have greater means, or more ability to promote it. 

3. The character of young men will soon form the character of 
the country. 

(**) 1. It will save multitudes of their own sex from unut- 
terable wretchedness, and from a premature grav^. 

2. It will save vast multitudes of children from becoming 
doubly orphans. 

3. It will exert an all pervading and highly salutary influence 
on youth, and on all classes in the community. 

(*2) 1. It will increase their interest in the cause, and of 
course will increase their efforts. 

2. It will tend to remove prejudices not only on this, but on 
other subjects, and to promote mutual good will among men. 

3. It will render the efforts of all to do good more eminently 
and extensively useful. 

(**) 1. It tends to prevent that luxury and vice which are the 
bane of civil institutions. 

2. It tends to propote industry, economy, and obedience to the 
laws. 

3. It tends to promote universal intelligence and virtue. 

(**) 1. Without temperance, all efforts to do good must in a 
great measure fail. 

2. With union and perseverance the cause will be triumphant. 

3. It will tend to hasten the time when all shall know and 
obey the Lord. 

9» 
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(^) 1 . His blessing has been the cause of all past success. 

^. On account of the intimate and fundamental connection be- 
tween this cause, and all the great interests of men. 

3. Without an acknowledgement of the divine favor, and 
united and persevering efibrts, we cannot expect a continuance 
of the divine blessing ; or have any rational prospect of future 
success. 

{^) 1. It inculcates falsehood. 

^. It perpetuates intemperance. 

3. It promotes pauperism and crime. 

4. It diminishes the wealth of the nation. 

5. It increases the public burdens. 

6. It impairs the health of the people. 

7. It deteriorates their intellect. 

8. It corrupts the public morals. *f. 

9. It shortens many lives. 

10. It ruins many souls. — Of course it is a business which is 
unjust toward men, and offensive to God. 



Extracts of a letter from a distinguished gentleman in the City 
of Washington, dated July 24, 1833. 

'*The Convention has evidently done good. It has given a 
fresh impetus to the cause. At no period have the great princi- 
ples of temperance moved forward with such strong and steady 
steps as for the last six months; and this is true, not merely of 
this or that town, or city, or section, but of our whole country. 
I perceive, wherever I go, and with whatever company I am 
called to associate, that the fashion of drinking is rapidly de- 
clining; and that the traffic in ardent spirit, is becoming a crime. 
Nothing is wanting but a bold, manly and steady perseverance 
of the friends of temperance, to eradicate, utterly eradicate the 
manufacture, sale and use of ardent spirit from our land. The 
united testimony of the heads of the different departments of the 
Government, the members of Congress, the mail contractors, 
and various other persons who resort to Washington from differ- 
ent parts of the United States, to transact business, all concur 
in sustaining this declaration." 

Especially may we hope that this will be the case, should the 
resolutions of the Convention be complied with throughout the 
country. The Committee would therefore earnestly recommend 
them, and the reasons annexed to them, to the attention oftheir fel- 
^w citizens throughout the community. Let every man do his duty, 
especially the young men of our country, and the Temperance 
Reformation will be triumphant, its blessings extend to all peo- 
ple, and be perpetuated to all ages. j^ 



X 
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D. (P. 33.) 

Constitution, Sfc. of the American Congressional Temperance 

Society. 

\s the use of Ardent Spirit, is not only unnecessary, but inju- 
rious, as it tends to pauperism, crime, and wretchedness ; to 
hinder the efficacy of all means for the intellectual and moral 
benefit of society, and also to endanger the purity and perma- 
nence of our free institutions; and as one of the best means for 
counteracting its deleterious effects, is the mfluence of United Ex- 
ample, Therefore, we, members of Congress, and others, recogniz- 
ing the principle of abstinence from the use of Ardent Spirit, and ^ 
^rom fhe traffic in it, as the basts of our Union, do hereby agree to - 
form dhirselves into a society, and for this purpose adopt the fol- 
lowing Constitution, viz: 

Article 1. This Society shall be called The American Congres- 
sional Temperance Society. 

Article 2. The object of this Society shall be, by example, and 
by kind moral influence, to discountenance the use of Ardent 
Spirit, and the traffic in it, throughout the community. 

Article 3. Members of Congress, and all who have been mem- 
bers of Congress, officers of the United States Government, civil 
and military, and heads of departments, who practically adopt 
the great principle of this Society, may, by signing the Constitu- 
tion, become members; and any former member of Congress, or 
other person entitled to membership, may be admitted, on ad- 
dressing to the Secretary of this Society a letter, expressive of 
his desire to be considered a member. 

Article 4. The officers of the Society shall be a President, 
Vice Presidents, Secretary, Treasurer and Auditor; who shall 
be chosen annually, and who shall perform the duties usually 
assigned to such officers; and who shall continue in office until 
others are elected. 

Article 5. The Society shall annually appoint five persons, 
who, together with the officers of the Society, shall constitute an 
executive committee; three of whom shall form a quorum, and 
who shall from time to time take such measures, as shall be 
adapted to render this * Society most extensively useful to the 
country. 

Article 6. There shall be an annual meeting at such time du- 
ring the session of Congress, as the committee may appoint; ^ 
and the president, and in his absence one of the vice presidents, 
at the request of the committee, may at any time call a special 
meeting o£^the Society. 

Article 7. The constitution may be altered by a recommenda- 
tion of the exequtive committee, and a vote of two thirds of the: 
members 'present at any annual meeting. 
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Aflei the adoption of the Constitution, the officers of the Soci- 
ety were chosen, as follows: 

President^ Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 

Vice Presidents, Hon. Samuel Bell, New Hampshire; Hon. 
Gideon Tomlinson, Connecticut; Hon. John Reed, Massachu- 
setts; Hon. Lewis Condict, New Jersey; Hon. William Wilkins, 
Pennsylvania; Hon. Thomas Ewing, Ohio; Hon. Felix Grundy, 
Tennessee; Hon. John Tipton, Indiana; Hon. Daniel Wardwell, 
New York; Hon. James M. Wayne, Georgia. 

Secretary, Hon. Walter Lowrie, Secretary of U. S. Senate. 

Treasurer, Hon. E. Whittlesey, Ohio. 

Auditor, Hon. W. W. Elsworth, Connecticut. 

Executive committee, Hon. Theo. Frelinghuysen, New Jersey ; 
Hon. Arnold Naudian, Delaware; Hon. John Blair, Tennessee; 
Hon. George N. Briggs, Massachusetts; Hon. Elutheros Cook, 
Ohio. 



E. (P. 50.) 

Reduction of Taxes. 

The population of , N.H. at the last census was less than 

1200. Three rum stores and two rum taverns in town, together with 
the more private traffic of individuals, were loading the community 
with an annual tax of nine thousand dollars, to pay for intoxicating 
liquors, hedtdes the incalculable evils of drinking the poison. 
Their temperance reform commenced about 1827. First annual 
Report of thei^ society exhibited a diminution of this tax to the 
amount of $6,000 ; the second reduced it $2,500, leaving only 
$500 as the expense of spifits sold in the town. 

At this time, they have three stores and one tavern, free from 
this strong drink, and not a licensed house in town; It is estimated, 
that the cost of ardent spirits, as at present used by the town, 
does not exceed the rate of $100 by the year. It is believed 
that nine-tenths of the population drink no ardent spirits. 

The Congregational Church, now consisting of 200 menibers, 
has more than doubled since this reform comm^^nced. Now they 
actually pay for preaching at home, double in cash, to what they 
paid mostly in produce before. Ten years ago, their benevolent 
contributions for a year were less than twelve dollars. They pay 
the present year, more than one thousand dollars in cash for 
various benevolent objects, besides large subscriptions raised for 
payment hereafter. The Church are unanimously pledged against 
every form of using ardent spirits as drink, abd none so using 
it are ever to be admitted. 

The Methodist Church in town, consisting t>f nearly 400 mem 
bers, are said to be practising on the same plan. 
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P. (P. 50.) 

Extract of a letter from a merchant in Alabama, showing the 
benefits to merchants and others, from the abandoning of the use 
and sale of ardent spirits. 

^ 'About twelve years ago, I connected myself in business with 
a country merchant residing in the middle part of South Alabama, 
and soon after settled my family at the same place. We kept a 
general assortment of goods ; our customers were generally of 
the class called ''first settlers," or "pioneers," enterprising 
men"", with young but numerous families, who, being poor, and 
seeing but little prospect of bettering their fortunes in the land of 
their nativity, had the courage to attempt their improvement by 
removing to, and settling in, a new country. These people were 
industrious and liberal, but sadly addicted to the use of spirituous 
liquors. They were kind to each other and to strangers* If a 
stranger asked for a glass of water, it was their custom to ofier 
whiskey with it ; and the head of a family, although unable to 
pay for the land he occupied, would apologise with seeming mor- 
tification, if he was unable to offer his visiting neighbor a glass 
of grog. 

It is the business of a country merchant to supply the wants of 
his customers ; and to graduate his purchases to their wants, 
requires some experience, and much observation, upon which, 
depends, in some degree, the success of his business. 

<"In 1824, we had been four years in business, andit requireid 
about that period, 100 barrels of whiskey, with a lai^e quantity 
of American and English rum, and American and French brandies, 

for one year's demand. 

In 1825, nearly the same, y 

1826, 75 barrels whiskey, &c. 

1827, 40 

1828, 25 

1829, 10 " " and 2 pipes brancjy. 

1830, 5 " c« 2 *' " 

1831, 5 " ''1 " ** 

And there is another fact, as remarkable as the decrease of the 
consumption of spirituous liquors in that neighborhood, as shown 
in our purchase and sales above. The increase of the consump- 
tion of other things, as shown by our sales of the articles, was nearly 
as rapid. But the most interesting fact of all is the extraordinary^ 
change in the circumstances of this same population. From the 
period of giving up the use of spirituous liquors, these people began 
to save something^rom the proceeds of the little crops ; and partly 
with these savings, and partly from aid given by a gentleman of 
some monied capital who resided near, they have purchased the 
land they previously settled upon, and are now generally indepen- 
dent planters, making from five to fifty bales of cotton each family,, 

13 
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besides an abundance of bread stuffs, and ahnost every variety ot 
vegetables, by means of which, with their ample stocks of cattle, 
hogs, sheep, and poultry, they are enabled to live in great com- 
fort. Now, instead of offering the stranger whiskey, and the hos- 
pitality of their miserable cabins, they receive him in their com- 
fortable houses, and in place of the shelf formerly to be seen in 
their cabins decorated with jugs and black bottles, he finds shelves, 
or book cases stored with books ; instead of ragged children, fine 
rosy cheeked girls and boys, neatly dressed, and ready to converse 
with him upon the subject of schools, agriculture, the cotton 
market, he. 

Speaking of rosy cheeks, reminds me of another fact. — We 
kept medicines, with our other wares, and our sales in that de- 
partment, for the last six years, decreased every year. [JV*. F. 
Jhnerican. 



Q. (P. 53.) 

Extracts from a letter of the Rev. Mr. Spaulding, dated 
Lahaina, Island of Maui, (one of the Sandwich Islands) October, 
1832. 

This Island has 35,000 souls, and is without a temperance 
society ! This fact may not be generally known in America, 
but is really so. There is no temperance society on Maui; but if 
any man is detected in buying, selling, or manufacturing ardent 
spirits, he is forthwith put into the fort, sentenced to make public 
road, or otherwise fined according to law. About four years ago, 
a tabu was proclaimed hy the Governor of this Island upon the 
use of ardent spirits. Soon afler, a native who had a barrel of 
rum in his posession, acting as agent for a man on Hawii, ven- 
tured to sell one bottle, and was fined $150, to be paid in sandal 
wood, and he immediately collected it. Another native under- 
took to sell a bottle, and was fined ^15. 'A third mjin, a foreigner, 
was detected in selling it to ships, and was banished to another 
island, during the season of shij^ping. About one year since, a 
foreign resident in Lahaina was suspected of selling ardent spirits 
to the sailors. His house and premises were immediately 
searched without finding it. Some time after, it was ascertained 
that he had one keg concealed in a hogshead of coal, in his 
blacksmith's shop. The same individual has been since suspect- 
ed; but if he sells it at all, it is with closed doors, and probably 
under promises of secrecy. A short time since, a schooner 
engaged in merchant service, arrived from Hpnblulu with rum 
on board. A native ventured to purchase a little to sell again to 
the seamen. Soon its exhilarating efiects were discovered by 
the quarrelling of some sailors, and in less than twenty-four hours 
from the arrival of the schooner, the native was in his proper 
plhce, i. e. in the fort. About the same time, a foreigner, about 
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to establish himself at Lahaina, was detected- with four bottles of 
rum, and for certain reasons, I do not know that he told what, he 
went immediately on board a whale ship, and left the place. It is 
Mr. Richards' opinion that not one gallon has been drunk by all 
the inhabitants of this Island the past year. We have no evi- 
dence that ardent spirits are now sold tit this place, consequently 
all is comparatively quiet ; and more than this, we have some evi- 
dence that the spirit of the Lord is with us. — We are much 
encouraged, and the more encouraged from the fact that we have no 
ardent spirits to contend with. 



H. (P. 65.) 

[^Facts shovnng the evils resulting from the use of IntoxiccUing 
lAquors, reported to the Catskill Temperance Society y Feb. 26, 
1833.] 

In the village of Catskill, N. Y. whose population cannot at this 
time vary much from twenty-two hundred, the efforts for the 
suppression of intemperance have produced the most happy re- 
sults. Eight merchants, who were formerly engaged, and many 
of them extensively so, in the traffic in ardent spirits, have from 
principle abandoned the traffic. A large proportion of the best 
families in the village have discontinued the use of ardent sfgrit 
as a drink altogether. More than sevea hundred individuals, 
that is, about one third of all the inhabitants, have adopted the 
pledge of total abstinence, and joined the temperance society. 
The sentiment is rapidly gaining ground, that it is the duty of all 
entirely to abstain from the use of an article, which has done 
more than any thing else to overspread the civilized world with 
crime and lamentation and wo. 

But notwithstanding this, the use of intoxicating liquors, and 
all the fearful evils connected with it, still exist to an alarming 
extent. In the month of December last an investigation was niade 
in relation to this subject, by a number of gentleman who are well 
acquainted with the village, and distinguished for intelligence and 
integrity. As the result of their investigation, it appears that 
there were at that time in the village thirty-eight persons en- 
gaged in selling intoxicating liquors as a drink — ^that is one 
dealer in every fifty-eight of the inhabitants, and nearly one in 
every thirty-nine of those who are not members of this society. 
In some of the places where intoxicating liquors are sold, there 
are perfect schools of -vice. Impious sneers and oaths and blas- 
phemies are continually to be heard there. The friends of good 
order are made a hissing and a byword. The laws of morality 
and even the rules of decency are treated with contempt. The 
holy sabbath is trampled under foot, and its sacred hours are de- 
voted to unusual dissipation and wickedness. The intoxicating 
bowl isr made an introduction to other vices, that are sweeping 
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awaj every vestige of good principle, and cutting off every pros- 
pect of a reformation. 

There were at that time in the village one hundred and thirty 
habitual drunkards — ^that is one in every seventeen of the whole 
population, and one in every eleven of those who are not mem- 
btrs of this society. Many of these are heads of families who 
might have been in easy and honorable circumstances. But 
their habits have placed them in circumstances of an opposite 
character. In many instances their children are suffering with 
cold and hunger, their wives are sinking in despair. 

There are three hundred more in the village who are publicly 
known to be drinkers of ardent spirits. Of this number many 
are occasional drunkards, many more free drinkers, and the res- 
idue such as in the language of former times would have been 
called temperate drinkers. A portion of this three hundred are 
young men, who but for intoxicating drinks would be young men 
of high hopes and fair prospects. But their friends are beginning 
to tremble for their safety, and unless their habits can be changed, 
and that speedily, their ruin is certain. 

In all then there are in the village besides those who drink 
privately, four hundred and thirty who are either drunkards or 
advancing to that condition — ^that is, two in every seven of those 
who are not members of this society. 

If the whole county of Greene contains the same proportion ot 
drunkards as the village of Gatskill, there are in the county sev- 
enteen hundred habitual drunkards, and four thousand more who 
are travelling in the way which leads to habitual drunkenness. 

The amount paid by the consumers of intoxicating liquors to 
the venders in the village of Catskill, supposing each vender to 
receive on an average only one dollar and a half per day, which 
is probably below the truth, would be 20,805 dollars annually. If 
the county pay in the same proportion for its whole population as 
the village of Catskill, the amount annually expended by the con- 
sumers of intoxicating liquors in the county, wo^Jd be 283,704 
dollars. This sum would furnish 700 families with more than 
JJJ400 apiece for their support. 

If we add to this sum the value of time spent in drinking and 
drunkenness, and in indolence and ill health resulting from 
drunkenness, together with losses from mismanagement and 
otherwise, resulting from the same cause, the amount would pro- 
bably be more than doubled. But in estimating the losses which 
individuals sustain in consequence of intoxicating liquors, we 
should not forget the peace of mind, and character and influence 
which they sacrifice. We should not lose sight of the sufferings 
and agonies of their families and friends. There is still another 
light in which it is important to count the cost of strong drink. 
TheSovereign of the Universe has declared that drunkards shall j 
not inherit the kingdom of Heaven. Who li^en can estimate the 
losses sustained by those that have been sluh by intemp^nce ^ 
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Who can calculate the risks incurred by those that are now rush- 
ing on to the drunkard's grave ? 

But great as are the evils already exhibited, the influence of 
intoxicating liquors in the production of crime and pauperism and 
public taxes, is no less alarming. The following facts in relation 
to this point are not stated on conjecture or vague report. In 
support of them the Committee have, in their possession, direct 
testimony derived from the most authentic sources, which they 
could produce if necessary. Where the testimony is not-full, the 
nature of it is stated. 

During a period of seven years, terminating last December, 
nearly three hundred individuals were at different times, confined 
in the Jail of Greene County for crimes. All of this number, ex- 
cept three, were intemperate, whether those three were so or not, 
is doubtful. During the same period about sixty individuals were 
imprisoned in the same jail for debt, who were unable to pro- 
cure bail for the limits. AH of this number, without exception, 
were intemperate. If then there had been no intoxicating li- 
quors in use, the county might have been free from the burden 
of supporting its jail. 

Of those who have received aid at the Greene County Poor- 
house during the last three years, about one fifth are children 
under the age of sixteen years. Of the adults, about three eights 
are males, and the remaining five eights females. At least seven 
eights of the children are made paupers by the intemperance of 
their parents, and as great a proportion of the adult males are 
made so by their own intemperance; about three fifths of the 
adult females are intemperate, and one fifth are made paupers by 
the intemperance of those on whom they were dependent, so that 
not more than one fifth even of the females were made paupers 
by any other cause than intemperance. 

The number that have received aid from the county, either at 
the Poor-house or out of it in the several towns during each of the 
last three years, has varied between 300 and 400 annually. At 
least seven eights of the whole number were made paupers by in- 
temperance. 

But for intoxicating liquors, therefore, any public provision for 
the support of the poor in this county would scarcely have been 
necessary. It is believed that the supplies now furnished for 
drunkards and their families by private charity, would be far more 
than sufficient for the wants of all those who are not made pau- 
pers by intemperance. These supplies too would have been 
cheerfully furnished in every case of need, if intemperance had 
not frozen up the charities of the benevolent. 

The jail expenses for criminals, including the repairs of the 
jail, have cost the county annually for the last seven years, the 
average sum of 850 dollars, making for the seven years ^5950. 
All of this, according to the statement above, except perhaps a 
trifling item which is doubtful, is chargeable to intoxicating li 
quors. 

10 
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To thid should be added the charges of magistratCB and other 
officers, for arresting and examining criminals, together with all 
the charges attending their trial. These charges cannot all be 
determined with perfect accuracy. A number Clf gentlemen 
made an investigation in relation te them for one year. A num- 
ber of the largest items they ascertained precisely, and had some 
facilities for forming an estimate of nearly all the rest. As the 
result of their investigation, they were convinced that the amount 
for that year could not have been less than 1600 dollars. It may 
have been more. In this estimate nothing was allowed for the 
time and expenses of jurors and witnesses attending on criminal 
trials, nor for any other services not paid for out of the county 
treasury. 

The expenses of the county for the support of the poor during 
each of the last three years have been as follows — 

,„ 1830 \ Aid rendered at the P-^ov.-^f4^^^^^^^ | $4391,3, 

at the Poor-house 4724,19 
in the towns 1900,00 

$16695,80 

The gentleman who furnished this statement bad not the bills 
of expenditures in the several towns, in 1832, before him at the 
time the statement was made. But being extensively acquainted 
with the subject, he believed they must amount to the sum stated, 
viz. $1900. 

The whole expense of the poor then for the last three years is 
16,696 dollars. The Committee have already given their reason- 
for believing that no part of this expense would have been int 
eurred by the county, had there been no intemperance. But 
without relying on probabilities, it has been proved, that at leas 
seven eights of this, that is 14,608 dollars, is directly chargeable 
to intoxicating liquors. Seven eights of the charge for the poor in 
1832, is 5,796 dollars. 

According to the facts and estimates already exhibited, intoxi- 
cating liquors imposed upon the county in 1832, a tax for 
The average amount of Jail expenses . . j^860 
Other expenses for intemperate criminals 1600 

Seven eights of the expenses for the poor 5796 ' 

Additional expences to Collectors, Treasurer, &c. 
for raising the above sums . . . 488 * 

Whole amount $8,634. 

The whole amount raised by tax for defraying all the county 
and town expenses for 1832, including between $1000 and $2000 
extraordinary, occasioned by the cholera, is only $16,206,66. 
Intoxicating liquors therefore ivere the immediate cause of more 
than one half of the burden 'imposed upon every man who paid 
taxes in the county for last year. 
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The tax upon good morals should also be taken into the ac- 
count. Drunkards are not the only individuals whose moral pu- 
rity is destroyed by intoxicating liquors. These individuals are 
dispersed through every neighborhood in the county, scattering 
pollution and moral death wherever they go. Every youth, and 
almost every child is brought within their influence, and conse- 
quently liable to be tainted by their example. 

We see then from unquestionable facts, that intoxicating dnnk 
causes almost, if not quite all of our criminals, at kast seven 
eights of our paupers, and more than half of our taxes. — It is 
ruining our youth as well as those of maturer yeafs. It is cor- 
rupting the public morals, resisting the progress of religion, and 
filling the land with infidelity and atheism. 

A question now arises. Is it right to partake of a beverage 
which is poisoning the sources of private happiness and national 
prosperity .'* Is it right in any way to encourage or sanction the 
use of such a beverage? Should some foreign monarch slay 
30,000 inhabitants of the United States every year, should he 
double the amount of our public taxes, should he corrupt the 
morals of our country, and resist the progress of our religion, 
and threaten the destruction of our government, would it be right 
for this nation to continue a friendly intercourse with him? 
Would any one plead that he might possibly afford us aid in some 
time of distress, and therefore it was best to remain on terms o> 
intimacy and friendship with him ? No, millions of voices would 
exclaim with indignation, not for a moment. Come what will, 
we abandon forever that cruel tyrant. His friendship is death. 
Whoever favors him shall be branded as a traitor, and spurned 
from society. But all these evils, with a host of others of the 
most aggravated character, are brought upon us by intoxicating 
liquors. 

Again a question arises in view of the facts which we have 
detailed. Is it morally right any longer to grant licenses for the 
sale of ardent spirits? Ought we, by our town and village au- 
thorities, any longer to sell licenses for opening the fountains of 
sin, and pouring forth rivers of pollution and death upon the 
community? Is it right thus to sanction the use of an article 
which has produced nearly all of our criminals, and seven eights 
of our paupers and more than half of our taxes? Is it good 
economy, is it wisdom to do so? 

In conclusion, the facts which have been presented, warrant 
us in saying, that every one who has a family to educate, or 
taxes to pay, or a country to love, or a God to serve, is directly 
interested in having all intoxicating liquors banished from the 
land. 

Orrin Day, \ / Francis Safre, 

Rev. I. N. Wyckoff, / Executive \0. L. Kirtland 
Rev. T. M. Smith, > < E. B. Day, 

Rev. J. DowLiNG, I Committee. # T. F. Romeyn. 

C. C. Hoagland, M.D. / \ 
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Tho Exmitive romniittcM* i>f tho New- York State Temperance 
Sncirty. in iircsnitiiiu to tlit' Parent Institution its Fourth 
Annual Report. rcs[H>otfulIy Bubniits tlio following spmmart of 

RKnTLTS. 

I. \itinhtr ofAHxiliaries in iht State of JWir-York. — IncludlDg 
till* State Society, /i/Vm /I huiidrid and thirty-eif^ht temperance so- 
cieties have been repurted. .Many more arc known to exial from 
wliifh no report has been received. 

II. Pnsvid numhernfJMt'uihti's. — This by actual enumeration 
amounts to two hundred and thiifij-one thousand and seventy-fowr ; 
but here also it is proper to rcMiark. that the number actually 
pltdi^vd to total ab.-itiiunce oreatly exceeds the sum arrived at by 
eiiuiiif'ratiou, as in some socirtics great increase has taken place 
>ince the reports were sent in. and from others complete returns 
have ui'vor been made, invrmsi in the year, sixty thousand eight 
hundred and four, 

III. Ttmperancf Stores and Taverns. — By these we under- 
stand those stores and taverns where the absence of spirituous 
liquois is the result and ettect of the temperance reform. One 
thousand two hundrtd and. two of these have been reported. 

IV. Distittcries discontinued. — These amount to one hundred 
and thirty-one; a great part, but we think not all, of these have 
D'.en discontinued in the course of the past year. 

[J>reioYork State Report.] 



The General Association of Massachusetts, composed of the 
great body of Evangelical Congregational Ministers in that State, 
say, " Th(; Temperauci^ Reformation has made rapid advances. 
In some a.(«sociations, the number of pledges has, during the 
year, been more than doubled. In others there is not an indi- 
vidual licensed to ^^i-II strong drink, and in the most, if not all, the 
number of licences lias been greatly diminished. Many of our 
churches have b(!c:oni(t tenif)erance churches. They admit none 
to their fellowship, who do not avow the principle of total absti- 
nence from both the consumption and the traffic. And some of 
them have, by special vote, made the traffic in every form a 
disciplinable otFence." 

They also passed unanimously the following resolution, viz. 

** As the traffic in ardent spirit, as a drink, is not only unne- 
cessary but injurious to the social, civil, and religious interests of 
men, therefore the laws which sanction that traffic by licensing 
men to ])ursue it, are, in the judgment of this association, mor- 
ally wroti^; and ought to be so modified, that instead oi licensing 
the sin, and thus sanctioning its continuance, they will only, as 
far as practicable and expedient, defend the community from its 
evils." 



Thi amiAzed Schedale will 
Statei in each year during tbq 

Year. Gallons. 

1796~-~------- ««-~-«~-5,699,760 



show the amoant of ARDENT SPIRIT imported into the United 
period mentioned. 






Year. Gallons. 

1 808~-..— «-« 5,842,896 

1 31 iS'v'^'^^'v^'^'^^'^'^'^^^'Wk^M^i^^^f^l .0'x4«v44 

18l4-«~'~- '-— 597,414 

J 315^*'***'^^*^^'^*^**^*^^******^^^^'^^^^^3*gl3«\/ol 
j[ 3 1 ^ « >*w»*ww*^^^^^*^w*w^»»**»***^^»*^4«&4 1 tt To^ 
^31 i ^^*^^***********^^*^^^*^***^^^^^^ 4 <v51»13t? 

J 31fc7*'*^^*^*^*^*^^*****^*'*^*'*^^*****^^'^^4*47'/aD4^o 



Year. Gallons. 

] 8<64*^^^^^^*^'*'^'***^****^*^^*^*'^^ 3 »000)15iJ 

1 823-~— 3,946,224 

1 3<6*x***^^'****^^'*^*^^**^*^**'^^^*'^^**^^v«OTV» ■ 74 



X Q^7'^^^^^^^'^^^^^'^^^^'*^^^^^'^^w«^v /•'•^c.i 
X 32|y^''*****^^^^^^^'^^^^*^**^******^*^*'^o*4.fc*i«oo4 

1 83CK>'''-«~^ 1,692,344 

X 33l ^ ^^^*'^*'^^***^**^'^****^**^'********^*»<4*j 1 «0<^o 

Total in 43 years, 214,434,342 

In each gallon there are 231 cubic inches. In 214,434,342 gallons there are 49,534,233,002 cubic 
inches -, equal to 28,665,702 cubic feet. Divide thin by 80, the number of square feet in a foot of 
a Canal 20 feet wide and 4 feet deep, and we have 358,321 f^et of Canal. Divide this by 5280. 
the number effect in u mile of Canal, and wc have about 68 miles ; the length of a Canal 20 feet 
wide'and 4 feet deep, which the above amount would fill. Suppose that there were 20 times as 
much domestic spirit used as there was of spirit imported into the United States, the whoh- 
would fill a Canal 20 feet wide, 4 feet deep and about 1360 miles long. 

The amount of WINE, imported and exported firom 1790 to 1832. 





Gross 




Leaving for 




Years. 


ImporVns. 


Exported. 


consump. 


Tern 


1790 


Galls. 




1,088,455 




1791 


- 


w w 


916,256 


1812 


1792 






1,289,723 


1813 


1796 


• w 


. . 


1,507,483 


1814 


1794 






2,494,352 


1815 


179S 


- 


- 


- 3,357,960 


1816 


1796 






2,219,905 


1817 


1797 


«• • 


- 


2,041,413 


1818 


1798 






1,364,963 


1819 


1799 


m 


m w 


- 1,807,501 


1820 


1800 






1,678,915 


1821 


1801 


2,718^26 


1,487,758 


1,230,768 


1822 


1802 


3,070,187 


1,292,799 


1,777,388 


1823 


1803 


2,186,697 


326,689 


1,860,008 


1824 


1804 


4,321,205 


1,585,382 


2,735,923 


1825 


1805 


6,261,690 


3,519,780 


2,742,010 


1826 


1806 


4,221,619 


3,570,209 


661,410 


1827 


1807 


5<568,319 


3,180,475 


2,387,844 


1828 


1803 


8,292,883 


1,187,081 


2,105,802 


1829 


1S09 


1,169,720 


621,652 


548,068 


1830 


1810 


1,306,287 


233,943 


1,127,334 


1831 


1811 


1,897,609 


344,521 


1,553,088 


18S2 



Gross 




Leatwfffor 


ImporVns. 
Galls. 


Exported, 


coRSump. 


1,962,324 


303,694 


1,658,630 


802,689 


101,443 


701,246 


423,259 


18,466 


404,793 


1,280,860 


191,273 


1,089,587 


2,784,068 






1,445,754 






1,663,482 






1,255,266 






1,754,322 






3,215,142 


329,732 


2,885,410 


2,068,216 


336,656 


2,731,660 


2,675,244 


684,660 


1,990,584 


2,101,359 


790,628 


1,310,731 


3,160,528 


797,396 


2,363,132 


3,436,060 


612,253 


2,823,807 


3,375,503 


590,353 


2,785,150 


2,914,611 


506,892 


2,407,710 


3,070,545 


356,457 


2,714,088 


3,281.693 


388,004 


2,893,689 


3,680,052 


321,118 


3,358,931 


5,845,556 


423,924 


5,421,631 



BRA-NDE'S Table, showing the proportion of Alcohol in distilled and fermented Liquors. 

Proportion of Spirit per cent, by measure. 



1. Brandy--^—— ~'5a39 

2. Rom «><■« « ■ i*~«*»M»53.68 

Gin ~~--— 61.60 

Scotch Whis- 

key~««»<»~>'»»>'>54.32 

Irish ditto 53.90 

Lisaa 28.47 

Ditto.<-«<^ 24.35 

Average-~-«*25.4l 
Raisin wine«<-26.40 

XJlt iO« *w»*<^*>**^**^o2o>77 
^^m^^ ^ ^www^i*ww^tfwi 23-20 

Average-~«-~«»25. 1 2 

Marsala 26.03 

Ditto.«^'<~>~>'>~<"25.05 

Average-~«~—25.09 

Port-—— 25. 83 

Ditto.'> " "'«*>~ " *««24 .29 

Dltta 23.71 

Ditto ^23.39 

Ditto ~--— ~«22.30 

IJit to »**^^***^^'**^^iw^21 •40 
Ditto*^^**^*^**^***'^^! 9.00 

Avorage-~«~»^.96 
Madeira~>«~''w«24.42 

1)itto.(8ercial)21.40 
DittO.'>'^~>'<~<~''<'<^ 1 9.24 
Average ~-^22.27 
Currant wiue 20.55 
12. 8herry'" " *'**''**l9.8l 

lfl^t/i»w»*.t^^^^»>^.w^i 9* 8v 
Ditto.*"'**'"'******'* 1 8.79 



3. 

4. 

5. 
6. 



7. 



3. 



9. 



10. 



11. 



13. 
14. 
15. 



Average-~'«~-.i 9.17 
Teneriffe-~.»-'^i9.79 



vmrnm^^t^"^^ 



Colares 
Lachrvma 
Clir'isti— 

16. Coustantia, 

white 

17. Ditto, red 

18. Lisbon 
Malaga - 
Bucellas 
Red Madeira 

JLr I vT Ot^**^^^*»**»^* 

Average--" 



19. 
20. 
21. 



-19.75 

'19.70 

19.75 
13.92 
18.94 
18.94 
18.49 
22.30 
18.40 
20.35 

22. Cape Muschat 18.25 

23. Cape Madeira 22.94 

Ditto—-— 20.50 

Ditto 18.11 

Average-— '^'20.51 

24. Grape wine— '18.11 

25. Calcuvella 19.20 

18.10 
18.65 
19.25 
17.26 
17.26 



26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 

30. 



31. 



Ditto- 

Averago- 
Vidoniii — 
Alba Flora—** 

Malaga 

White Hermi 
tage— *■«« 
Rousiilon— ~~ 
Initio* ^*^^''«*'<M^'^^^'l 7*26 

Average-"-****! 8. 1 3 
Claret***** " ****'*'l 7, 1 1 



17.43 
19.00 



iJittO "" — **'-"*-'— 16.32 

l^tto »««»»»«» « .«« «ol 4.08 

Ditto-*****"— '12.91 

Average-******! 5. 10 

32. Zante— --«~17.05 

33. Malmsey Ma 
deira-'— «*»»'16.40 

34. Lunel *-*-*! 5.52 

35. Sheraa&-**'**'*~15.52 

36. Syracuse— 15.28 

37. Sauteme— **'14.22 

38. Burgundy-**«*'16.60 

Ditto 14.53 

Ditto-************! 1.95 
Average -•«<—*«* 1 4. 57 

39. Hock **'14.37 

Ditto. 13.00 

Ditto, (old in 

cask)-***— <*** 3.88 
Average— ****12.08 
Nice*****-*********! 4.63 
Barsac************! 3. 86 
jPen t ***************! 3 .30 



40. 
41. 
42. 
43. 



45. 



46. 



50. 
51. 



MM^«W«MMMA 



13.30 



Champaign 

(still) 
Ditto (spark- 
ling) 12.80 

Ditto (red) 12.56 

Ditto (ditto>«*ll.30 
Average~-12.6l 
44. Red Ilermi- 

fBgQ •«WIMMAMW>*12.32 



Vin de GraTe-lS-94 

Average— **13.37 
Fmntignac 
(Rivesalte)»<*12.79 

47. Cote Rotie-<**-12.32 

48. Gooseberry 

wine ■".■o'WMMMii 1 , 84 

49. Orange whie — 

average of 
six samples 
made by a 
Loudon ma- 
nufacturer^! 1.2( 

T O k&y *»*>^*^*^****<^''*^» 9. 3c> 

Elder wine****** 8.79 

52. Cider, highest 
average ***—* 9.87 

Ditto, lowest— 5.21 

53. Perry, average 
of 4 samples 7.26 

54. Mead***— ' — 7.32 

55. Ale (Burton)^ 8.8f: 
Do. (Edinbuig) 6.20 
Do. (Dorches- 5.5C 

ter, Eng.)-~« 5.56 
Average-****** 8.87 
Bro^vn Stout*** 6.80 
London Porter 

(average)— 4.20 
Doamall Beer 

(average) •«'« 1.28 



56. 
57. 

58. 



